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EQB Adopts Final Rule to Reduce Mercury Emissions, DEP §ects Compromise

The Environmental Quality Board this week voted 17 to fwave a final rule on
reducing mercury emissions from power plants that a labdbusiness coalition says will
impose$l1.7 billion in extra costen electric customers and generators for no added
environmental or health benefits.

The same day, the results of two studies were reldpstte national Institute of
Medicine and the Harvard School of Public Health and publigh#tedournal of the
American Medical Association, that found the health benefits of eating fish redylar
outweigh the danger from mercury and other contaminaets fr pregnant women and
children.(See Washington Post article.)

In the last week, the Department of Environmental Ptiotecejected a legislative
proposal that required the installation of state-recona®é mercury emissions control
technology on every coal-fired power plant in Pennsylvemigduce emissions by 80
percent by 2010 and 90 percent by 2015; the same deadlines andrexikeriuired by
DEP.

The proposal called for any further reductions requiredeetra federal mercury
emissions cap could be achieved through market-based @msisgiowance trading,
similar to the allowance pool created by DEP to makeethdditional reductions.

DEP rejected the proposal saying it was in conflict w&hawsuit against the
federal Clean Air Mercury Rule because it allowedranfof emission allowance trading.

Interestingly, DEP staff, in response to a questiomfan EQB member, said
mercury emissions in Pennsylvania would actually incred3&R was successful in its
challenge of the mercury budget in the federal CAMR.rllke DEP lawsuit alleged,
among other things, that EPA allocated too few mercuoyvalhces to Pennsylvania.

“We were disappointed DEP rejected this proposal baséldeoegal position
they’re taking in a lawsuit over the federal mercuie muhere a decision may be years
away, rather than on an analysis of the impact this will actually have on
Pennsylvania’s environment,” said Douglas Biden, Presidesctritl Power Generation
Association.

“The issue is not whether to reduce mercury emissiarididow to do it,” said
Douglas L. Biden, President of the Electric Power Gaiean Association. “The plan we
proposed is good for the environment and good for jobs anglieleastomers. It
significantly reduces mercury emissions within Pennsylvaniginba way that does not
threaten electric reliabilityjobs or cause significant increases in electricist€0

“This alternative was presented by our labor and buscteggion because the
rule proposed by DEP and considered by the Environmentalt@Bakrd today would



http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/
http://www.paenergynews.com/pdfs/house_release_091206.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/17/AR2006101700475.html
http://www.paenergynews.com/pdfs/deprule_072606.pdf
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impose an additional $1.7 billion in costs on electric gaioes and electric customers with
no increase in environmental or health benefits ovepmposal,” said Biden.

The DEP proposal would also reduce the use of Pennsyh@aliby an estimated
14 percent annually, threaten to close smaller powersptea@ded to meet peak electricity
demands and provides no incentives to over-control mgsmarssions on larger power
plants.

Facts about the impact of the proposed DEP rule werergatlrom five public
hearings held by the Senate and House Environmental Resanct&nergy Committees
and in presentations to the DEP’s own Mercury RuleR\@noup.

“This is a substantive rule that has undergone exhaustivew,” Environmental
Protection Secretary Kathleen McGinty said. “What éaclis that the public health and
environmental benefits that Pennsylvania will achieve bytp&ifective action to reduce
mercury emissions are significant.”

In a statement read to the Board for Wendell Hollahdjrman of the Public
Utility Commission, Holland said, “I will vote for thiegulation, but | am still unsure that
the cost of going beyond the federal (mercury) rule negllt in increased health benefits,
but | hope so.”

“We are also puzzled why DEP is pursuing a proposal thatsegpsuch high costs
on electric generators and customers, and at the saméetstifying before the Public
Utility Commission expressing concern about the higbepoif electricity when the rate
caps come off in 2009/2010,” said Biden. “These inconsisteaceremarkable,
especially considering their proposal has no added enviroahmaritealth benefits.”

“We will continue to work to enact a mercury reductman that does not threaten
electric reliability, jobs or cause unnecessary increaselectricity costs to achieve our
shared objective of significant reductions in mercury epmssfrom power plants.”

For more information on reducing mercury emissions fporver plants, visit the
Mercury Emissions Update webpage
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Visit Our Session Schedule
Professional Services Directory

Support Your Sponsors The Senate and House return to session October
23, in the case of the Senate for one day and the
House two days (at least at this writing).

The Senate also announced it will be in Click Here to Visit Our
session on November 20 and 21. Professional Services Directory
On the Hill

* Onthe Senate/House Agenda/Bills Introduced
* Senate Hearing on Hazardous Sites Cleanup Financing HaarSuhding Solutions


http://www.paenergynews.com/special_features.shtml
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* House Members Introduce Package of Energy Bills Bas&tbammittee Hearings
* AAA Supports House Action to Give Pennsylvanians Vehicle @&wmic

PA Environment Digest Video Blog
* Sen. Wenger Talks About Farm Conservation Needs and FE#bdsal
* Environmental Issues Forum Features Environmental TrainingeCent

Other News

 PUC OKs Penn Power Plan to Lift Rate Caps, 20-33 Pemcergdse Results
* Awards Presented by Northeast Environmental Partnergriv&konmental Council
* Westmoreland Banquet Recognizes Award Winners, Locally Pedldtcods
* Four PA Companies Receive Waste Minimization Awards HEGA

* DEP Announces Grants to Help Small Businesses EnhancgyHfiiciency
* Water Resources Education Network Seeking Grant Apicsiti

* Floodplain Restoration, Legacy Sediments Workshop@eéD¢Etober 26

» Environmental Permitting Workshops Set by Professionairieegs

» Cooking Grease to Fuel Buses at Wissahickon Charter School

« DCNR Commits $1.2 Million to Lackawanna Land Protection

* PA CleanWays Hosts Dump Cleanup in Dauphin County Novethber

* DEP Names Tom Callaghan New Manager for PottsvilléridisMining Office
* Third Young Peregrine Falcon from Rachel Carson Buil@ires

Feature
» Ospreys Call Pittsburgh's Three Rivers Home for the Rew WeeksBYy Patrick
McShea, Division of Education at Carnegie Museum of Natural History

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

On the Hill

On the Agenda
Action is scheduled on several environmental bills nee¢kv Here’s the rundown...
In the Senatethe Rules Committee meets to consifenate Bill 130%Vance-R-

Cumberland) requiring notice of the General Assembiyftmiget transfers by the
Governor,

On the House CalendarHouse Bill 2067(Allen-R-Schuylkill) setting limits on state
spending through a constitutional amendmeget)ate Bill 884Brightbill-R-Lebanon)
limitations on state spendingenate Bill 94QWaugh-R-York) would set aside up to
$200,000 per year from the Agricultural Conservation EasePachase Fund to
reimburse Land Trusts for expenses incurred in acquiring dgrigliconservation
easementg:iouse Resolution 69¢Ross-R-Chester) directing the Environmental
Resources and Energy Committee to study and report andtieds of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.



http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/events/?varQueryType=Calendar
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1305
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2067
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0884
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0940
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0692
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Senate/House Bills Moving/Bills Introduced

Bills extending the recycling fee, setting uniform environtaecovenants on brownfield
sites, putting mine families first during mine emergencresahers moved in the Senate
and House this week. Two moved to the Governor’s deske’sithe rundown...

On the Governor’s Desk

Regulatory Impacts: House Bill 236(Pickett-R-Bradford) requiring the review of
regulations for their impact on small business by tickependent Regulatory Review
Commission was passed by the Senate unamended and notw fue&overnor for his
action.

Clean Streams PenaltiesHouse Bill 2042(Reichley-R-Berks) that would increase
penalties for water pollution under the Clean Strelaaws was passed by the Senate
without amendment so it now moves to the Governoadbion.

Senate

Recycling Fee:House Bill 1902(Rubley-R-Chester) extending the $2/ton Recycling Fee
sunset date through 2012 was referred into and from Senate Appomgrand amended
and passed by the Senate and now returns to the Houssdéoirence in Senate
amendments.

Infrastructure Record Disclosure: House Bill 854(Rubley-R-Chester) establishing the
Terrorism Infrastructure Disclosure Protection Act prdaimbithe release of certain
infrastructure records was reported from Senate Apprapmgand amended on Third
Consideration and passed by the Senate and returns totise fbr a concurrence vote.

Historic Preservation Grant Program: Senate Bill 1234Piccola-R-Dauphin)
establishing an historic preservation grant program was@edeto cure some technical
issues, but then held in the Senate Appropriations Coaenithn amendment offered by
Sen. Mary Jo White (R-Venango) to remove funding ferglogram from the Growing
Greener Il Program was tabled.

Miner's Day: House Resolution 79DeWeese-D-Greene) designating December 19 as
“Coal Miner's Day” was adopted by the Senate.

House

Mine Families First: House Bill 2619 Bastian-R-Somerset) creating a Mine Families
First Program to provide assistance to persons whoség/ farembers are trapped or
waiting for rescue during an underground mine emergency wadedgmom House
Appropriations, amended and passed by the House and now gbesStnate for
consideration.



http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=0236
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2042
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1902
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=0854
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1232
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0795
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2619
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The House amendment adds unrelated provisions relatedaoesproperty
owner’s royalty rights related to methane wells.

Environmental Covenants: House Bill 124YRubley-R-Chester) providing for uniform
environmental covenants to secure brownfield cleanups viexsa@ into and out of the
House Appropriations Committee, passed the House and ress@ohe Senate for
consideration..

Fishing License Point of SaleHouse Bill 2824(B.Smith-R-York) providing for point of
sale fishing licenses passed the House and moves to the 8sr@onsideration.

America Recycles DayHouse Resolution 88Rubley-R-Chester) designating November
15, 2005 “America Recycles Day” in Pennsylvania was adoptélhebiouse.

Mercury Thermostats: House Bill 2658(Rubley-R-Chester) prohibiting the sale and
restricting the disposal of mercury thermostats wasral®d to add a requirement for a
manufacturers collection program and reported from Hooss@ner Affairs Committee

California Car Standards: Senate Bill 102¥Madigan-R-Bradford) to establish a Clean
Vehicle Program that gives automakers two options to gemjpise the California Il or
federal Tier Il vehicle emissions standards and formirtgleebkolders group was reported
from House Transportation Committee.

Multi-Municipal Agreements: House Bill 2063(Boyd-R-Lancaster) that provides for
multi-municipal Planning Code implementation agreementsabwiéh a local issue was
reported from House Appropriations.

Natural Gas Decoupling:House Bill 2954(Evans-R-Erie) prohibiting revenue
decoupling in setting rates for the sale of natural gasaweshded and reported from
House Consumer Affairs.

Healthy Schools:The House Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee reported Senate
Bill 1209 (Waugh-R-York) Healthy Foods, Healthy Schools.

New Diesel TechnologyHouse Bill 2997(Beyer-R-Monroe) providing a tax credit of up
to $5,000 for new diesel technology was reported from thgskl Insurance Committee.

NOTE: Links to Senate and House bills in past editions oPth&nvironment
Digest might not work because the webmasters of the Genesal#{dy’s website
changed the URLs. You can find bills by going toRtaensylvania General Assembly
websiteand putting in the bill number in the box at the tophefpage.

Bills Introduced


http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1249
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2824
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0889
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2658
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1025
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2063
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2954
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1209
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2997
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/session.cfm
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Solar Incentive Program: Senate Bill 1354Erickson-R-Delaware) establishing a Solar
Energy System Incentives Program within the DepartmieBheironmental Protection
and the Public Utility Commission.

Weatherization Program: House Bill 3009Kenney-R-Philadelphia) providing for a
Low-Income Weatherization program and funding.

Energy-Efficient Home Assistance ProgramHouse Bill 3013(Watson-R-Bucks )
establishing an Energy Efficient Home Assistance Progoaavard grants of up to $5,000
for energy efficiency or alternative energy systdayshe Housing Finance Agency.

Solar Sales Tax ExemptionHouse Bill 3015McGill-R-Montgomery) providing for a
sales and use tax exclusion for the purchase of nondssssolar energy systems or other
Energy Star rated products.

Stormwater BMPs: House Bill 3018 Gannon-R-Delaware) providing a tax credit for the
installation of stormwater management best managepnaatices.

Lending Electricity Meters: House Bill 3024(Leach-D-Montgomery) establishing a
lending program in libraries for electricity meters aneating a grant program.

Energy Freedom Support Account:House Bill 3026(Benninghoff-R-Huntingdon)
establishing the PA Energy Freedom Support Account withiEtieegy Development
Fund to finance municipal energy efficiency improvements

Open Lands: House Bill 3028(Bastian-R-Somerset) limiting liability of landownersav
make their land available for hunting and public recreation.

Electric Rate Caps:House Bill 3030(Ross-R-Chester) providing that electric suppliers
must have a portfolio of contracts over a serieseafyto meet customer demand before
the electric rate caps are removed.

Neighborhood Energy Tax Credit: House Bill 3040(Mustio-R-Allegheny) creating the
Neighborhood Energy Assistance Tax Credit.

High-Performance State Building Standards:House Bill 3047(Rubley-R-Chester)
requires facilities leased or owned by the Commonwealtdomply with certain energy
and environmental standards.

High-Performance Building Tax Credit: House Bill 3048Rubley-R-Chester) providing
owners and tenants with a tax credit for construatioa high-performance, energy
efficient building.

Alternative Fuel Tax Credit: House Bill 3049 Civera-R-Delaware) authorizing tax
credits for qualified alternative fuel distributors.



http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1352
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3009
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3013
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3015
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3018
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3024
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3026
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3028
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3030
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3040
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3047
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3048
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3049
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State Energy Efficiency Initiatives: House Bill 3052M.Wright-R-Bucks) providing for
a reduction in energy use in state buildings for eneffygiency in the state motor vehicle
fleet and in state procurement.

Storage Tanks:House Bill 3053(Micozzie providing an additional member for the
Underground Storage Tank Indemnification Board.

Composition of Storage Tank Board:House Bill 305 Micozzie-R-Delaware) changing
the composition of the Underground Storage Tank Indemndic&oard by removing the
Service Station Dealers and Automotive Repair Assaciatnd the Petroleum Retailers
and Auto Repair Association and adding the PA Gasolinal&staAssociation and Allied
Trades.

Landslide Investigation: House Resolution 89(Petrone-D-Allegheny) directing the Joint
State Government Commission to conduct an in-depth igatsn into the landslide in
Kilbuck Township, Allegheny County.

Senate Hearing on Hazardous Sites Cleanup Financing Hears F&unding Solutions

At a hearing by th&enate Environmental Resources and Energy Comrthissweek,
Environmental ProtectioBecretary Kathleen McGintyevivedGov. Rendell’'s 2004 plan
to impose a new fee on chemicals reported on the febex&s Release Inventory as one
option on how to fund the state’s Hazardous Sites @e&und.

Gov. Rendell and the Senate and House put in placpg@agtaneasure for funding
the Hazardous Sites Program over the last two fisgaisyby taking $50 million from the
popular Growing Greener watershed, nutrient and sediradattion and abandoned mine
reclamation programs and putting it in the HSCA Fund. tBatttemporary measure ends
June 30, 2007 and the Fund will be out of money.

Although some replacement funding was provided for wagersind abandoned
mine reclamation programs through the $625 million Growinge@er Il, that funding is
also due to run out in just four years.

Add to these funding dilemmas, the fact that startirtg I, 2007, the Rendell
Administration expects to start paying back the Growinge@er 1l bond issue with funds
taken from the Growing Greener watershed, nutrient asichsat reduction and
abandoned mine reclamation program.

Secretary McGinty noted in the past the Rendell Adstristion proposed
additional fees be imposed to support HSCA, in one case aflparepound of emissions
reported on the federal Toxics Release Inventory reporinasnabther using a portion of
the state’s Recycling Feelhe Secretary emphasized the importance of having $mm
of dedicated funding and reiterated a commitment to thed6TRI fee.

Sen. White noted she had propoSedhate Bill 149which the Senate passed last
year, to restore the funding earmark for HSCA from thpitol Stock and Franchise Tax
that was eliminated in 2002.

Secretary McGinty said 240 DEP positions were funded bgAdi® accomplish
several purposes: cleanup of hazardous waste sites, emergsponse and making the
required match for federal Superfund cleanups in Pennsylvania.



http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3052
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3053
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3052
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0897
http://www.senatormjwhite.com/environmental/101606/101606-agenda.htm
http://www.senatormjwhite.com/environmental/101606/mcginty-101606.pdf
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/budget/default.htm
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=2448&SubjectID=37
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0149
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Since funding was cut back over the last two years,e®&y McGinty said DEP
has not taken on any new hazardous sites cleanups anddedfiocts on existing sites to
the minimum needed to protect public health and safety.uhltsfthave been spent to
cleanup brownfield sites.

Sen. Mary Jo White (R-Venango) chairs the Commétek Sen. Ray Musto (D-
Luzerne) is Minority Chair.

Link: Watch the Entire Hearing Online Through the Committ&é¢&bpage

House Members Introduce Package of Energy Bills Based on Comiteie Hearings

As a result of six public hearings on energy issuéseabeginning of this year by the
House Environmental Resources and Energy Committee, mewmiine House
introduced a package of bills addressing a variety of enesggss Here’s the rundown—

Pollution Reduction/Energy Efficiency: House Bill 2990(Hershey-R) establishing an
energy efficiency and pollution reduction initiative amdating a Keystone Energy and
Environmental Excellence Award.

Air Quality Improvement Tax Credit: House Bill 2771(Pyle-R-Armstrong) would
establish a tax credit for power plants that burn bihoos coal and install certain air
pollution control equipment which was reported from Holissportation with a request
it be re-referred to the House Environmental Resoura&nargy Committee.

Weatherization Program: House Bill 3009Kenney-R-Philadelphia) providing for a
Low-Income Weatherization program and funding.

Energy-Efficient Home Assistance ProgramHouse Bill 3013(Watson-R-Bucks )
establishing an Energy Efficient Home Assistance Progoaawvard grants of up to $5,000
for energy efficiency or alternative energy systdayshe Housing Finance Agency.

Solar Sales Tax ExemptionHouse Bill 3015McGill-R-Montgomery) providing for a
sales and use tax exclusion for the purchase of non-sessoéar energy systems or other
Energy Star rated products.

Energy Freedom Support Account:House Bill 3026(Benninghoff-R-Huntingdon)
establishing the PA Energy Freedom Support Account withiEtieegy Development
Fund to finance municipal energy efficiency improvements

Electric Rate Caps:House Bill 3030(Ross-R-Chester) providing that electric suppliers
must have a portfolio of contracts over a serieseafy to meet customer demand before
the electric rate caps are removed.

Neighborhood Energy Tax Credit: House Bill 3040(Mustio-R-Allegheny) creating the
Neighborhood Energy Assistance Tax Credit.


http://www.senatormjwhite.com/environmental/101606/101606-agenda.htm
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2990
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2771
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3009
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3013
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3015
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3026
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3030
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=3040
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High-Performance State Building Standards:House Bill 3047(Rubley-R-Chester)
requires facilities leased or owned by the Commonwealtdomply with certain energy
and environmental standards.

High-Performance Building Tax Credit: House Bill 3048Rubley-R-Chester) providing
owners and tenants with a tax credit for construatioa high-performance, energy
efficient building.

Alternative Fuel Tax Credit: House Bill 3049 Civera-R-Delaware) authorizing tax
credits for qualified alternative fuel distributors.

State Energy Efficiency Initiatives: House Bill 3052M.Wright-R-Bucks) providing for
a reduction in energy use in state buildings for eneffygiency in the state motor vehicle
fleet and in state procurement.

Earlier this year, the Committee and House approt@ase Bill 1964(Ross-R-
Chester), that will help reduce Pennsylvania's dependenceagrfcources of energy by
establishing tax credits for alternative energy bussias antiouse Bill 2253(George-D-
Clearfield) would create a State Energy Office andrggn@dvisory Council within the
Department of Environmental Protection.

The House Environmental Resources and Energy Comnsttdaired by Rep.

Bill Adolph (R-Delaware) and the Democratic ChaiRisp. Camille George (D-
Clearfield).

Links: House Hears About Energy Efficiency, Research, Adteva Fuels
House Committee Told Conservation Most Cost Effectieéokbn Energy

AAA Supports House Action to Give Pennsylvanians Vehicle Glices

AAA supported action taken by the House Transportatiom@ittee this week to give
Senate Bill 102§Madigan-R-Bradford) a vote by all House members. SeBillt#025, a
bipartisan effort, allows lawmakers adequate time to etline cost and benefits of
unique California vehicle emission standards.

In the interim, it extends Pennsylvania's use of the fédata emissions standard,
known as "Tier II".

Under federal law, states must adopt eithefetheral standard or the California
standard. Forty states, including Pennsylvania, currenthatpwith the federal standard.
An appointed committee within the state environmental dieeant has adopted
regulations to bring the California program to Pennsylvania.

AAA supports keeping the federal car standard in Penmsglva his is not a
debate between a dirty car and a clean car," said &eddrd, Executive Director of the
PA AAA Federation. "Both the federal and Californianstards produce clean cars;
otherwise the federal EPA would not have approved Pennsglsani improvement plans
that contain the federal standard."

"More significantly," Leonard noted, "the evidenoalate is that California’s
program is more costly, offers minimal potential benafer the federal standard, and
restricts consumer choice." If it adopts the Catifarstandard, the Commonwealth will be
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tied inextricably to any and all future changes made byteéeated California Air
Resource Board, into which Pennsylvania has no input.

The California regulations, beginning in 2009, have be@mnaded to increase the
cost of cars at least $1,000-$3,000 per comparable model. Qatifarnia imposed
requirements, Pennsylvania consumers would have fewereshbécause some car
models especially fuel-economical, light-duty diesekpager vehicles will not be allowed
in Pennsylvania.

Under Senate Bill 1025, Pennsylvanians wishing to purchasiéfa @a car
locally or even bring it to the Commonwealth willlstiave the freedom to do so.

"We think Senate Bill 1025, which keeps the federal car sten@aa better choice
for Pennsylvania," said Leonard. "According to the fedeRA, the California car offers
minimal future air quality improvement; at most 1-2 petcand then only by the year
2020. California's program will be costly, restrict Perwveiyians' vehicle choices and
cedes absolute control to an unelected California coeenitWe're pleased to see the
Transportation Committee give this bill a vote in the Hoaisd we strongly encourage its
passage."

Video Blog

Sen. Wenger Talks About Farm Conservation Needs and REAP Propals

Sen. Noah WengdgR-Lancaster/Chester), Chair of the Senate AppropnatCommittee,
talks about legislation he sponsored to provide tax aréalitarmers who install best
management practices to reduce nutrient and sedimentigtongur rivers and streams.

The Resource Enhancement and Protection Act (REAP)nivagluced asenate
Bill 1286 by Sen. Wenger, Sen. Waugh (R-York), Sen. O'Pake (RsBand others and as
House Bill 2878y Rep. Stern (R-Blair), Rep. Hershey (R-Chester) aql Raley (D-
Washington).

For more information on the legislation vigitvw.CBF.org/REAP.

Video Blog: Sen. Noah Wenger

NewsClip: Program Would Give Tax Credit for Conservation Prastice

Issue NoteBook:Resource Enhancement & Protection Tax Credit Proposal

Video Blog

Environmental Issues Forum Features Environmental Training @nter

TheJoint Legislative Air and Water Pollution Control andnServation Committee’s
October Environmental Issues Forum on October 16 featyseesantation by Alison
Shuler, co-director of thenvironmental Training Center and Small Public Water Systems
Technology Assistance Centamnd Brenda Firestone, Senior Project Associate, at Pen
State’s Middletown campus.

The ETC is part of the university’s Environmental Enginggbepartment and
works with the federal Environmental Protection Agenay Bepartment of
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Environmental Protection. The ETC provides a varietyahing for water and
wastewater operators and conducts research and acadegriarps regarding water
quality and water systems.

Video Blog: Rep. Hutchinson Talks About Environmental Forums

In Other News

PUC OKs Penn Power Plan to Lift Rate Caps, 20-33 Percentdrease Results

The Public Utility Commission this weelkertified that the processed to determine the
provider of last resort (POLR) prices for PennsylvaniadtdCo. (Penn Power) customers
was transparent and non-discriminatory, and reflecteletidased prices.

The market-based prices mean the average residentialgheasitomer will see
about a 20 percent increase in their total bill; the @eerasidential non-heating consumer
will see about a 33 percent increase in their total bill

The Commission voted 4-0 that the competitive biddinggss@roduced electric
generation prices for Penn Power that reflect prexaitnarket prices. The competitive
bidding process was conducted by an independent group on beRalimPower.

The 1996 electric competition law requires electric camgs or a Commission
approved alternative supplier, to provide default electrieggion service to customers
who have not selected an alternative generation srpphis is commonly called provider
of last resort service, or POLR. The POLR pricesfectric generation service are
required to reflect “prevailing market prices,” accordinghi faw.

The electric generation prices for Penn Power custoir@re not increased since
1992. Those 1992 rates are set to expire December 31, 2006tdheeee capped as a
result of settlement agreements reached during therettacturing proceedings. During
the same period, inflation went up about 45 percent whileribes of natural gas and
coal, both of which are used in the generation of etétgt doubled.

Customers do have the right to choose an electric ggmeisupplier other than
Penn Power. The current number of licensed alternatetrie generation suppliers
offering services in Penn Power territory is limited.

While the Commission has licensed many electric geineratippliers, the price
caps that have been in place have deterred these tmergppliers from offering service
in the Penn Power territory. However, the new markeet pricing may trigger electric
generation supply marketers to come into the territodytagin to offer alternative
products.

NewsClip: Electric Rates to Start Rising After Auctions

Awards Presented by Northeast Environmental Partners, PA Bvironmental Council

The Northeast Pennsylvania Environmental
Partnersaannual Environmental Awards dinner
this week attracted over 300 people to recogn
eight award winners, including Edie Stevens,
winner of the Thomas P. Shelburne
Environmental Leadership Award.
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The featured speaker for the evening was Transportatioet&gcAllen D.
Biehler, P.E.

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Segidichael
DiBerardinis also attended to make a announcement involkégdrmanent preservation
of 5,000 additional acres of watershed lands in Lackawannaty(sae separate story).

The Northeast PA Environmental Partners include tmagdvania Environmental
Council’'s Northeast Office, Wilkes University, Nortis¢éarn PA Alliance, PPL, The
Procter & Gamble Paper Products Company and the departofidirigironmental
Protection and Conservation and Natural Resources.

William F. McDonnell, Brennadele, LLC, and former di@cof DEP’s Regional
Office in Wilkes-Barre, served as the Dinner Chair arastdr of Ceremonies for the event
which will be held at the Woodlands Inn and Resort, VEilBarre.

Here is a brief description of each of the EnvironmakRartners Environmental
Award winners:

Edith D. Stevens, Cresco, Monroe County, Thomas P. ShelbwarEnvironmental
Leadership Award.

If you’ve been involved in environmental protection in nedstern Pennsylvania,
you’'ve likely worked with, or at least heard of, Edie\&ns. For some forty years, Edie
has been involved in conservation, and for many ofetlyears, she has been a regional
force in water resource protection, community planning, anda@nmental education.

Edie Stevens’ conservation juices first got flowing ia #0’s, when a neighbor
told her that her neighborhood stream, Forest Hills, Ras polluted. At that time, Edie
didn’t even know what the term “pollution” meant. Se sipent some time educating
herself by reading the encyclopedia and other refeneraterial, beginning what has been
a lifelong process of personal learning and teaching ofsther

The list of organizations that Edie Stevens has servédisvihdeed impressive —
the Board of Directors of the Monroe County ConseoveDistrict, the Paradise Township
Planning Commission, the board of the League of Womenr¥ofePennsylvania, DEP’s
Special Protection Waters Regulatory Negotiation CorasitbEP’s Deep Mine
Mediation Project, the board of the Pennsylvania Envirotah€ouncil, the DEP’s Water
Resources Advisory Committee, the Paradise Township BEmagatal Advisory Council,
to name a few.

She was, and is, actively involved in the developmettie@Monroe County
Comprehensive Plan and its implementation. And, she \kag keader in the preparation
of the Brodhead Watershed Rivers Conservation Plan, wrastcompleted in 2002. Her
resume is very impressive indeed.

Amongst all this, Edie is particularly proud of two achieeats that have their
roots in that first encounter with a polluted ForestdHRun. In 1989, Edie founded the
Brodhead Watershed Associati@ne of the first in this part of the state. (Foiditis Run
is a tributary of the Brodhead.) She is a past presalahthe current treasurer of the
association, and all they have accomplished would tate space than we have to
document.

And, in 1993, she became involved with thleter Resources Education Network
a project of the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania.yl atia is the editor of
Water Policy News and communications director for WR&Nich provides funding for
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groups engaged in water resource education projects anatgrsgand individuals
wishing to improve local policy making for water resource gebon.

People have asked Edie what keeps her going. To paraphrasesiwer: when |
see people who, in the past, knew little about wateservation, or who cared little about
it, “get it” and get involved in their communities. Tha&nough to keep me energized for a
long time. And, Edie plans to be energized for a lomg tmore...and, that's good for
northeastern Pennsylvania.

The Alliance to Keep Pike Green, a project of the DelawarHighlands Conservancy
Keep Pike Greeris responsible for increasing the awareness of grosiéited issues in
Pike County. The Alliance to Keep Pike Green is a doalibf conservationists, business
people, builders, landowners, local officials and loealdents who are committed to
preserving Pike County’s high quality of life through good plannimdactive
conservation.

The Alliance has partnered with numerous organizatioelsading the Pike County
Conservation District, Delaware Highlands ConseryaRenn State Cooperative
Extension, Nature Conservancy, Pinchot Institut€afservation, Lackawaxen River,
Conservancy, Upper Delaware Visioning Committee and ¢tloeid Environmental
Education Center. The Alliance has given presentatioagdn50 clubs and organizations
including senior clubs, realtors, town officials, homenewassociations, planning boards,
rotary clubs and school districts on the need to obgtowth to protect Pike County’s
natural resources.

This public outreach effort culminated in the 2005 passage &déeic and Rural
Character Preservation Bond Referendum. Additionalbgraes of educational workshops
have been created through these partnering activitieshwepand on the bond
campaign’s theme of watershed protection, open space\@Bses conservation options,
planning and growth management and scenic and rural charaegeryation.

James Clauser, Carbon County Conservation District.James Clauser has been the
District Manager for th€arbon County Conservation Distrfor over 17 years. Mr.
Clauser, through his work at the Conservation Distecently brought together
Nesquehoning Borough, Nesquehoning Borough Water Authority, Therdble Keith R.
McCall, Pennsylvania House of Representatives, Departoh&itvironmental Protection,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and private land tolste and restore 1,300 feet of
the extremely steep and rapidly eroding First Holloam Rtream channel thus eliminating
excessive sediment discharges to Nesquehoning Creek aadiavaastream of its
confluence with the Lehigh River.

Significant concerns regarding the creek began when asedpeater pipe was
noted by the Nesquehoning Borough Water Authority. Mr. Claaiséithe Conservation
District soon became involved thereafter and becamprtheipal driving force behind the
environmental restoration of First Hollow Run.

Mr. Clauser and the Conservation District pursued and stereessfully awarded
three Growing Greener Grants from PA DEP that fundedtieam restoration. Mr.
Clauser went above and beyond his role as District ylmi@ oversee this project and
through his partnering efforts not only succeeded in staigli&irst Hollow Run, but the
use of natural stream design efforts also significaamlyanced in-stream aquatic and
riparian habitat.
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Developmental Education Services of Monroe County, Inc. (DES)DES has provided
quality services and programs for adults and young childrémspecial needs throughout
Monroe County for over 23 years.

DES, in 2000, met with representatives of the Monroe §oMdanicipal Waste
Management Authority (MCMWMA) and established a coopeeatigreement to service
local pharmacies by picking up their pill bottles oneekly basis. As the working
relationship between MCMWMA and DES grew, so did the ofpatres for DES clients
to support and promote recycling in Monroe County.

Consequently, in 2001, DES founded the DES Community PaitmBexycling
(CPR), an endeavor to build an environmentally responaitideresponsive community
through recycling.

Currently, DES-CPR employs one business manageg sugervisors, and 12
workers with disabilities, while continuing its voluntgeogram for 8 individuals. DES-
CPR holds cooperative agreements/contracts with nwaerifices and local businesses.
Annually DESCPR facilitates the recycling of 5,000 tonsaferials.

DES-CPR continues to have an impact on Monroe Coewgtycling by helping
businesses and municipalities meet recycling goals, redd@mgnount of material going
to landfills, providing alternatives to material disposald providing meaningful based
employment and volunteer opportunities to individuals igabilities.

Luzerne County Solid Waste Management Department-our years ago, theuzerne
County Solid Waste Management Departmbegan a free tire and electronics recycling
program for the 75 communities in Luzerne County.

This program began with former Luzerne County Directeci®ling Coordinator,
Ed Latinski, but has grown tremendously over the lastra¢years due to the partnering
efforts of Luzerne County with Hanover Area School Boand Administration, Butler
Township Board of Supervisors and Firehouse, Luzerne Cowrtgcional Facility and
the Luzerne County Community Service Program, LuzernentycSheriffs Office, and
local residents. With thousands of vehicles dropping offalables, the coordination and
partnering efforts was monumental.

This program has resulted in the recycling of 873,037 poundsatf@nics
and 65,473 tires. In 2005, Department of Environmental Protegaoretary Kathleen
McGinity recognized this event as the largest electrarudection east of the Mississippi.

Edwin Reish, Bradford County. A dedication to environmental awareness and education
is more than words; it is action, partnership, and dédit#o a lifestyle that shares with
all individuals around you the principles of true environraksitewardship. Ed Reish has
talked and lived a life that is built on those principdésrue environmental stewardship.

Mr. Reish began to focus his dedication to wildlife in 198@whe began assisting
a wildlife rehabilitator. In 1985, he began the processhtain a wildlife-rehabilitator
permit, which he obtained in 1987, along with his wife, BealdTink” Reish. Since that
time, he has added many pens for a variety of birds and lahima

Working with community groups and individuals, Mr. Reish sutgzbhis
operation through donations and dedication. He traveds aiver 100 miles to give
presentations in support for such activities as the Ceaisen District Field Days held for
School Districts. Literally thousands of individuals édeen privileged to hear Mr.
Reish’s informative and engaging presentations.
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He partnered with Bradford County Conservation DistRenn State University,
and Pennsylvania Game Commission to provide teacher gradissesclBuilding on his
experience with rehabilitating wildlife, and especiddisgds, Ed worked actively on the
osprey reintroduction program at the Tioga Hammond Danwoiyears (1992-1993).

This led to his role as primary caretaker for the peredailgen reintroduction
Program in Williamsport for the four-year span from 1993966.

Additionally, working with the birding community, Ed hasdm an active
participant and organizer of the bald eagle survey ohitthe and Big Pine Creeks for 10
years. For the Conservation Districts in his aremjrheplaceable value has been his
partnership and support of the countless school and educatidnedch efforts. He has
brought wildlife into the classrooms (literally) amda the minds and hearts of his
audiences. Mr. Reish is truly an outstanding environmet¢alard.

To receive an invitation to next year's awards dinner,sgleall the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council at 570-718-6507 or send email to: Julie Mdhagle,
julie@pecnepa.orgDirector of PEC's Northeast Office.

Link: Sign Up for the PA Environmental Council’s Monthly E-Nésiter Today!

Westmoreland Banquet Recognizes Award Winners, Locally Proded Foods

The public is invited to taste the difference “local” makethe quality of a meal at a
special November 17 banquet hosted byilestmoreland Conservation Distridin
addition to good fund, the program will include the recogmniof the District's 2006
Conservation Award winners.

Virtually everything served that evening at the Greensburg @©oGtub — from
appetizers to desserts — will be food that has been grawsed, or made in Westmoreland
County.

“This is our way of showcasing the amazing variety a$liravholesome food
that’s being produced in our county,” said Greg Phillips, Westtand Conservation
District manager/CEO. Agriculture is Westmoreland Cg'smumber one industry in
terms of gross dollar product.

Local agricultural producers whose products will be used atetbe menu
include: Bardine’s Country Smokehouse, Crabtree; BellWiewads, Penn; Friendship
Farms, Lycippus; Hearts Content Farm, New Alexandrianiiekel Farms, Greensburg;
Hillandale Farms, New Kensington; Hutter’s Dairy, Kdakig); Kerber’s Dairy, North
Huntingdon; Salsa Sisters, Latrobe; Sand Hill BerriesuM Pleasant; Schramm Farms &
Orchards, Harrison City; Stone Villa Wine Cellars,me; Dorothy Stoner & family,
Latrobe; and Wendel Springs Farm, Herminie.

Also that evening, awards will be presented to five indiM&laad organizations
that have made noteworthy contributions to consematiThey are: Adam Battistella of
Greensburg — Conservation Farmer of the Year; SmamiGmartnership of
Westmoreland County — Sustainable Community Partner; &estT ownship — Municipal
Conservation Partner; Murrysville Parks Volunteers Ageovation Volunteer; and Ann
Rudd Saxman (posthumously) — Conservation Hall of Honor.

Mr. Battistella is receiving the Conservation Farmer of the Year dvarthe
outstanding conservation work he has done on his 135aondn Greensburg. Among
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the many conservation practices he employs on this evomhbeef cattle and quarter
horse operation is rotational grazing.

Rotational grazing allows animals to feed in only one af¢he pasture at a time,
while the remaining areas of the pasture rest. Thisipeaognefits the farmer by
improving the animals’ health, saving on feed costs, and pimglure product. It
benefits the community by reducing soil erosion, improvirgguse of animal manure, and
improving water quality.

Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland Countyis currently celebrating
five years of helping area communities make good, long-tiexeisions about where,
when, and how they should grow.

The non-profit organization is receiving a conservatiward for the important role
it has played in a number of projects, including: the idgveent of Westmoreland
County’s first-ever Comprehensive Plan (2004); in the amiltnicipal plan developed by
Hempfield Township, Greensburg, South Greensburg, and SaitBseensburg (2006);
in the Irwin Project community revitalization effoetnd in the current undertaking of a US
Route 30 Master Plan, which is developing a strategeppiat for central Westmoreland
County’s primary east-west economic growth corridor.

Rostraver Townshipis being honored for its progressive approach to comtgolli
erosion and managing stormwater in the municipalitystRweer is the first municipal
government in Westmoreland County to adopt low-imp@ctavater regulations into its
ordinances, opening the way for innovative approaches,asutffiltration trenches, to be
used in developments.

Murrysville Parks Volunteers will receive a conservation award for the thousands
of hours this group has invested in maintaining and improvingdhenunity’s natural
spaces, such as Duff Park.

These volunteers have worked to eradicate invasivesplaunth as Japanese
Knotweed, as well as to plant desirable trees and simubsturbed areas, and blaze and
maintain trails. Accepting the award for the group Wd@lPia van de Venne, who has
served as the Murrysville parks volunteer coordinator sii9&S.

Ann Rudd Saxmanwill be inducted into the Westmoreland Conservation
District’s Hall of Honor. Ms. Saxman, 1914-1990, was a @omenservationist, botanist,
landscape designer and master gardener.

She was an advocate of soil and water conservatmen space, composting, and
recycling long before the “environmental movement” be§dme also was a driving force
in the formation of Nature Park — Westmoreland Courftgss county park — in 1960, and
it was her vision that this site should be largely untigesl so visitors could study and
enjoy the beauties of nature.

In 1976, when industrial development began on the nearby Berfebad, Ann
worked to ensure that Nature Park would remain open, ngpaaé. In 1996, the park
was rededicated in her honor and an adjacent 10 woodedlzatresiginally were part of
Ann’s farm, were added to the park.

The Conservation Hall of Honor was established by thetliereland
Conservation District in 2003 as a way to permanentlygeize the men and women who
have made significant and long-term contributions tactmeservation ethic in
Westmoreland County. Plaques for each inductee aragespln the District’s
headquarters on Donohoe Road in Greensburg.

The Westmoreland Conservation District Annual Awardsjoat begins at
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6 p.m., and everyone is welcome to attend. Seatingied and tickets must be
purchased in advance. Price per person is $30.

Banquet sponsors include: Bruce Construction, C.B. Speictggnéering, Roth,
Moore & Associates, and Tri-County Engineering.

For more information, contact the Westmoreland Caag@&mn District at
724-827-5271.

Link: Special Westmoreland Awards Photo Feature (PDF)

Four PA Companies Receive Waste Minimization Awards From EPA

Four Pennsylvania companies were included in sixty-one oag&@ms givern/Vaste\Wise
Awardsby the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency this week gsopgheNational
Partnership for Environmental Priorities Program

The award winners contributed significant efforts in réniyi@nd recycling
materials, and reducing or eliminating priority chemicalprioducts and waste, including
lead, mercury and cadmium. The organizations, included esilischools, electronic and
chemical companies, and consumer product manufacturevagasthers.

EPA gave awards t85 National Partnership for Environmental Priorithaembers
for reducing or removing significant priority chemicals, lsas those noted above. The
Pennsylvania companies include:

* TheGeneral Electric Bridgeville Glass Plantin Bridgeville Pennsylvania, produces
specialty glass tubing for lighting applications. GE Bewdidje eliminated 86,000
pounds of lead from the manufacturing process through raksebstitution as part of
GE's Ecomagination Initiative.

» Kalas Manufacturing: Plant #2 in Denver, Pennsylvania, produces and distributes
electrical wire and cable products for various markettasi@educed 80,000 pounds of
lead by switching to the use of lead-free materials irptbduction of copper wire.

» Kalas Manufacturing: Plant #3 in Denver, Pennsylvania, produces and distributes
electrical wire and cable products for various markettas@duced 21,000 pounds of
lead by switching to the use of solderless terminals iptbduction of engineered
cable.

» Sony Technology Center Pittsburgh manufactures large screen color televisions
This year, Sony recycled 34,465 pounds of lead by separating éstel &t the source
of generation and using it as a material in the glass faetoming process.

» Sylvin Technologies, Incin Denver, Pennsylvania, designs and manufactures custom

PVC compounds for wire and cable markets. Last yearjrbydeeived an NPEP
Achievement Award for reducing 125,244 pounds of lead from the fangtnuing
process. This year, Sylvin is recognized for eliminasingadditional 99,508 pounds of
lead and becoming a lead-free facility.

Pennsylvania had more winners in this category than any sitte.

The partners' combined efforts reduced or eliminated 144 po@dasm, 4,335
pounds of PCBs, 26,750 pounds of mercury, and more than 1mubtionds of lead.
Partners reduced or removed lead in automotive componeads,tgbing, fluorescent
lights, filters, wire, and cable products, automotigéting, printing plates and cylinders,
PVC compounds, and cathode ray tubes. One NPEP partyelece66,000 mercury-
containing bulbs.
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For more information visit th&/asteWise websitand theNational Partnership for
Environmental Priorities Program website
NewsClip: Montgomery County Business Lowers Utility Bills, Redsiéfaste

DEP Announces Grants to Help Small Businesses Enhancedtgy Efficiency

The Department of Environmental Protection this week dechB9 grants totaling
$224,318 to help small businesses enhance energy efficiency amot@nuollution
prevention.

The investments are leveraging more than $850,000 in privade,falmost four
times the amount of the state grants.

The grants, awarded under thmall Business Advantage Grant Progypnovide a
50-percent match of up to $7,500 for equipment or processeduoe energy
consumption and promote pollution prevention while increpprofitability.

The Small Business Advantage Grant Program is open tiblmaunsaess owners
whose business or facility is located in Pennsylvaniaelfgible applicant must be a for-
profit business enterprise that is a corporation, &chitability company, partnership, sole
proprietorship or other legal entity that has no moaa tt00 employees and is a separate
legal business entity at the time the application is gt Applicants may be
manufacturers or service providers.

A list of grants awarded is available online

Funding for this fiscal year has been exhausted foEthell Business Advantage

Grant Program

Water Resources Education Network Seeking Grant Applications

TheWater Resources Education Netwdslsoliciting proposals for its next round of Water
Resources Education Grants. Applications are due A@20@7.

Partnerships of organizations in Pennsylvania such as wadesiseociations, civic
groups, community water systems, governmental entinetifling municipal authorities),
and other public interest organizations are all eligil8i# partners must play an active role
in the project.

Educational projects that raise awareness about progge¢be community’s
drinking water source and/or preventing non-point souodatpn in the watershed.
Projects must aim at building an informed citizenry whib protect water resources with
actions at home, at work, and within the community, inalgi@ncouraging local officials
to make decisions that will promote clean water.

Grants will be awarded up to $5,000 per project for projbetisrhust be completed
during the period July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008.

Grantees must attend Orientation Meeting in mid-June, 2061 and location
TBA) to network with other WREN grantees and receiveussss and tools. There is no
cost to the grantee to attend.

Applications may be sent or hand delivered to the offidecague of Women
Voters of Pennsylvania CEF, 226 Forster Street, Harrisbérd,7/202-3220 (no faxed or
emailed applications).

Applications are available onlin&o receive an application, send email to
wren@palwv.orgor call 800-692-7281 ext 10.
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Floodplain Restoration, Legacy Sediments Workshop Set for Octob@6

TheBrandywineandRed Clay ValleyAssociations are sponsoring a workshamdacy
Sediments: The Next Frontier in Stormwater Managé¢h@amOctober 26 at the Holiday
Inn in West Chester.

Dr. Dorothy Merritts and Dr. Robert Walter. from Frank& Marshall College
will discuss the science behind the formation and chewiatits of legacy systems and
their experience on DEP’s Legacy Sediment Work Group.

Mark Gutshall and Ward Oberholtzer, framndStudies, Incwill talk about case
studies in dealing with legacy sediments and the potentithipte benefits of floodplain
restoration within watersheds.

Mark Lucas, East Bradford Township Engineer, will preggotrmation on legacy
sediments from a municipal perspective.

For more informationlownload the workshop brochure

Environmental Permitting Workshops Set by Professional Enginers

The Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engindwas scheduled three workshops in
November on water permitting in Monroeville, Camp Hlditid Fort Washington.
The topics include: Wetlands and Waterways Permittii) RIS Contruction
Permits, Post Construction Stormwater Management agiuady Occupancy Permits.
The workshops will be held: November 7 -Holiday Inn M@awitle, November 13
- Radisson Penn Harris Hotel, Camp Hill, November Béliday Inn Fort Washington
For further informationdownload the workshop brochuoe send email to:
info @pspe.org

Cooking Grease to Fuel Buses at Wissahickon Charter School

By the time school ends next June, students at Philad&pliissahickon Charter School
are hoping that their school buses will be running on éigetable oil-based biodiesel fuel
they will be manufacturing this year.

SmartFuel, Inc., a project of thEilliam James Foundatioof Washington, D.C.,
has been designed to provide practical experience andcouifidlence among middle
school students that they can make a differenceelodal and global level.

Under the guidance of SmartFuel staff, students will desilgiodiesel processor
and collection system that will produce biodiesel fuehpased of 80 percent vegetable
oil and 20 percent alcohol, either methanol or ethaBtlidents will contact local
restaurants to acquire waste vegetable oil for usesipribject. The end product will be
used to power the charter school's own school buses.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency provided a supportemgt gf $15,440
and called the project “exciting and innovative.”

In addition to learning how to manufacture biodiesel fMd§sahickon Charter
School students will pass their learning on to the conityand other students. One
evening per semester the school will host communityaessvhere the biodiesel
processor will be on display and students will explagngtocess of creating the fuel.

It is estimated that the U.S. uses more than 37 tritjallons of diesel fuel
annually for highway vehicles. Diesel fuel combustioodoices pollution in the form of
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sulfur dioxide, carbon dioxide and fine particles. Askernative to fossil fuel, biodiesel
not only reduces pollution, but also recycles used vegetdble o

DCNR Commits $1.2 Million to Lackawanna Land Protection

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resourcewéak announced the
commitment of $1.2 million in state funds to help acqalpeut 5,000 more acres of prime
watershed and forestland in Lackawanna County.

In addition to the state funds, Lackawanna County is gioyi$4 million from its
2006 capital budget. The state's $1.2 million is from Grov@neener Il funding.

The joint land conservation effort was announced by Degauttiof Conservation
and Natural Resources Secretary Michael DiBerardirdd ankawanna County Board of
Commissioners Chairman Robert C. Cordaro at the 16thariEvening for Northeast
Pennsylvania's Environment hosted by the Pennsylvania Environrentatil.

"It is not often we get a chance to save lands tblak $0 much value for a region,"
said Secretary DiBerardinis. "These parcels protect hdjkigrse ecological habitats
including extensive wetlands in the Frytown section, i@mhabitats along Roaring Brook
and barrens habitat on Moosic Mountain. They also provigertant connectivity to state
game lands, protected lands on Moosic Mountain and Tobyleamh&oldsboro state
parks."

"From the beginning of our administration, we recognizetidha of our critical
missions had to be restoration and protection of thaa@aenvironment," said Cordaro.
"No other county in Pennsylvania suffered more from oualng, heavy industry,
landfills and hazardous material sites than we dithahregard, we have developed a plan
and created the resources to execute that strateggréNery pleased that the state, The
Conservation Fund and The Nature Conservancy have cotmeand with us to assist. It is
important to note that this is only phase | of our ¢ffar Lackawanna County."

The land parcels are located along eastern LackawannayCoear its border with
Wayne County, stretching north to south from near Catdlerto near Frytown. The
largest parcels are about 1,500 acres in the FrytowMandic areas. The land purchase
is made up of contiguous and non-contiguous parcels.

The Conservation Fund and The Nature Conservancy@ltiéafing the land
purchase and providing some funding for miscellaneous cestsiated with legal,
administrative and closing requirements.

"Thanks to the leadership of Lackawanna County and the supmbdommitment
of the commonwealth and the Theta Lands Corp., weratecting sensitive wildlife
habitat, preserving water quality and expanding importantadonal lands,The
Conservation Fun®resident Larry Selzer said. "This public-private pasime
demonstrates the extraordinary results that can bevachwehen corporations, public
agencies and nonprofit organizations work together to fitehbad conservation
solutions."

"ldentifying environmentally significant lands to preserva irucial element in
Pennsylvania's long-term conservation success," said Bi&The Nature
Conservancy's Pennsylvarstate director. "In conjunction with DCNR and other
conservation organizations, we have identified thesee[saas strategic conservation
targets for the continued health and restoration of B&dabds and Waters. By working
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together, we are leveraging our scientific and conservaixpertise to better protect the
commonwealth for future generations."

Once the purchase is complete, which is expected to take py spring 2007, the
land will be turned over to Lackawanna County and DCNR's lveakaa State Forest.

These 5,000 acres are part of thousands of acres of pateeshed lands in the
region owned by the Theta Lands Corp. In 2004 the Commdtinwveazerne County and
The Conservation Fund purchased several parcels of Emeta tovering more than
10,000 acres in Luzerne and Lackawanna counties. The magbtiiose lands are being
managed today as part of DCNR's Lackawanna State Forest.

PA CleanWays Hosts Dump Cleanup in Dauphin County November 4

PA CleanWayss seeking volunteers to help remove an illegal dumfisitged near the
Capital Area Greenbelt at South 29th Street & ParkaterrDauphin County on
November 4.

Volunteers should meet at 9:00 a.m. Rain or Shinkerparking lot of Hornung'’s
True Value Hardware Store at 509 South 29th Street,d4barg.

For more information contact: Michelle Dunn, PA Cleay)&/1-877-772-3673 or
mdunn@pacleanways.grto register or with any questions.

Look for other cleanup events near you onlif€ourtesy: Watershed Weekly)

DEP Names Tom Callaghan New Manager for Pottsville District Mhing Office

DEP Secretary Kathleen McGinty this week announced theirgpmmnt of Tom Callaghan
as the new District Mining Manager in the PottsvilletBes Mining Office.

Callaghan is a professional geologist with more thaype2és of service to the
department, including six years with District Mining Ope&nas and 16 years with the
Bureau of Mining and Reclamation. Most recently, heseaged as chief of BMR's
Environmental Studies Section.

He replaces Roger Hornberger who retired on July 11. @aliég appointment is
effective Oct. 28.

The Pottsville District Mining Office oversees surfacd anderground anthracite
and non-coal mining, and blasting activities in 23 easterm$Yylvania counties.

Third Young Peregrine Falcon from Rachel Carson BuildingDies

The third of five young peregrine falcons that hatched thiagrom the nest on the
Rachel Carson State Office BuildiimyHarrisburg has been found dead at Dulles
International Airport near Washington, DC. The apparease®f death was contact with
an aircratft.

Peregrines are usually welcome visitors at airports bedaey tend to clear the
airways of other birds, reducing the occurrence of dangedallisions. Sometimes,
however, they find themselves in the wrong place aivtioeg time and become victims as
well.

"Clearly, peregrines live a high-risk existence and survitleg first year of life is
their greatest challenge,” DEP Director of EnvironmeBthication Jack Farster said.
"Mortality now stands at 60 percent for the 2006 Racheld@aBsiilding juveniles. This is
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not an unusual outcome. If the surviving female- “Yellowtlanale- “Green” make it
through their first year, they will likely establish thewn breeding territories adding to
the recovery of this still endangered (state-listed) bfrprey."

In mid-August, the red-banded juvenile female was found injoeed Safe Harbor,
along the Susquehanna River in Lancaster County. Debkpiteest efforts of wildlife
rehabilitators, her injuries were too severe and shepuagown.

In July, the silver-banded male, the smallest atithe bf banding, was found dead
along a nearby railway in Harrisburg, apparent | victirele€trocution.

There are two surviving young falcons from this year's clutthe green-banded
male and the yellow-banded female.

Feature

Ospreys Call Pittsburgh's Three Rivers Home for the Net Few Weeks
By Patrick McShea
Division of Education at Carnegie Museum of Natural History

Last summer'8assmaster Classestablished fish-catching as
a spectator sport in Pittsburgh. Post-tournament atsof
100,000 spectators lining bridges and riverside vantage pt
might well result in another major tournament beinigl loa

our rivers, but not at least until the summer of 2008.

Anyone looking for a more immediate opportunity t
observe out-of-town experts testing their fishing skitls
waters in western Pennsylvania might want to investpaia
of binoculars.

Beginning in late September and continuing throug
October, the great flow of the Allegheny, Monongahatad
Ohio mirrors an overhead trickle of large birds known
colloquially as fish hawks and more properlyGasoreys.

From summer territories as close to Pittsburgh asaMerState Park and as distant
as Hudson Bay, the nearly eagle-sized birds follow thierysingly or in pairs, to a winter
range that stretches from the Gulf Coast deep int&theh American Continent.

This intermittent procession, which has occurred fdeagt the past dozen years, is
a revival of a centuries old natural cycle. On a natitenel, Osprey populations
plummeted during the middle decades of the Twentieth Ceaturgsidues of DDT and
other related pesticides in aquatic food chains interferddegg shell formation and
consequently dramatically reduced the birds’ reproductive rate

The species’ rebound in recent years is attributablemgtto diminished presence
of the harmful chemicals, but also to the succeséfmite by various government and
private agencies all over North America to re-introdueehinds into suitable habitat.

Bridge bound commuters who aren’t familiar with an Osjsresooked wing
silhouette or the distinctive patterning of its white usdkr aren't likely to notice a
passing migrant when it’s 300 feet above them and intenbwering ground.

Circumstances can be quite different, however, whaungry Osprey descends to
circle the water at something closer to treetop helgtiten a gliding Osprey detects a
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potential meal it uses rapid wing beats to effect a segynawkward hover. After a few
seconds in this stationary position the predator eitlsemmes its reconnaissance
maneuvers or folds its wings and plunges feet-finsata the finned prey.

The graceless splash that concludes such dives dfflerglue about the effort’s
success, for, unlike the film footage most often setefdenature documentaries, misses
are as common as hits. A floating bird’s effort to redhght, however, is a reliable
predictor. Watch an Osprey struggling mightily to freelitfom the river surface, and
you’re likely to see a fish follow the bird into the.a

The slippery scaled cargo, secured by inch-long curved tatooarried face-
forward to a secluded dining perch, but only after the Ospirey its traveling weight
with a dog-like shake that sends a shower of water dvagsto the river.

Areas of shallow water near creek mouths and islardfagored Osprey fishing
spots, and at this time of year the birds can appear, glidavgring, or plunging talons-
first, at virtually any daylight hour. Occasionally, theamatic action of an Osprey
capturing a fish occurs in places where the city’s downtskyline serves as a backdrop.

A photograph of such action is nothing special in the adghofoshop, but to
witness the event firsthand, especially from the ki terrace of reclaimed industrial
riverbank, is to reap a visual dividend from all our invesita to keep our water clean.

For more information visit th&ame Commission’s Osprey webpage

Patrick McShea, Division of Education aCarnegie Museum of Natural History
mcsheap@carnegiemnh.org (Courtesy: Water shed Weekly)

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpa around the state...

Exeter Teen Making Big Cleanup His Mission

Wyoming County Conservation Efforts Highlighted

Pike Conservation District Refines Stream Monitoring
COALS Program to Get New Logo from Student
Environmental Filmmakers Compete for Prizes

Student Environmental Filmmaker Prizes Announced
Grant Helps Students, Teachers Manage Asthma Casedaw&e County
At Beef Ranch, Green is Gold

Group Seeks Volunteers for “Growing Native”

DEP Chief Backs Push to Develop Wind Farms

PSU Commits to Changing the World With Light Bulbs
Lehigh County Coroner to Use Hybrid Vehicle

DEP Adds More Funds to Hybrid Electric Rebate Program
Perry Farmland Preservation Board Logs 5,000 Acres
County, State Partner in Land Conservation

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr®ennsylvania.
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Middle Spring Group Wants to Protect Stream

Mahoning Creek Project is Under Way

Scientist Sees Revenue in River Pollution

Fishing: Bass Thriving in Program Lakes

River Hailed as Whitewater Mecca

Group Meets on River to Talk Water

Removal of Homes Could Alleviate Flooding

DEP Seeks $8.9 Million in Penalties for Train Deraihtn McKean County
$1.37 Million for Revitalization of North Delaware Rivernt

Regulations

The Department of Community and Economic Developmenighed proposed changes
to regulations covering thieommunity Revitalization Prograand the Public Utility
Commission published a correction todtsler implementing the Alternative Energy
Portfolio Standards Act

Pennsylvania Bulletin — October 21, 2006

Comment DeadlinesTechnical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Requlations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Public Utility Commission formally published its ordevestigating conservation and
energy efficiency activities

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to otitiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise nggedTo: PA Environment Digest

Calendar Page

* No Cost Internet Based Training Courses for October-Nbeem

e QOctober 23— DCNR Carbon Management Advisory CommitteRoom 105 Rachel
Carson Building. 10:00.
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* October 24— House Game and Fisheries Committee meets to congidee Bill
3007 (Semmel-R-Berks) limits the liability of landownerfio open their property to
hunting. Room 302 Irvis Building. 9:30.

* October 24— DCNR Snowmobile and ATV Advisory Committemeeting. Room 105
Rachel Carson Building9:00.

* October 25— DCNR Conservation and Natural Resources Advisory Conmedting.
Weaber, Inc., Lebanon Valley Business Park, 25 Kegsiim Lebanon. 12:30.

* October 31-November 5- National Historic Preservation ConferentNational Trust
for Historic Preservation. Pittsburgh.

* November 2- Joint Air and Water Pollution Control and Conservat@ymmittee
public hearing on th&ilbuck landslidein Pittsburgh. Sewickley Country Inn. 9:00.

* November 20— Environmental Issues Forudyint Air and Water Pollution Control
and Conservation Committdeaturing J. Kent Crawford, USGS, to discuss the
emerging contaminants project. Room 205 Ryan Building. Noon.

 December 12- CANCELLED. Coal and Clay Mine Subsidence Insurance Board
meeting.

* December 14- Coal and Clay Mine Subsidence Insurance Board meet4th Floor
Conference Room, Rachel Carson Building, Harrisburg. 10:00.

DEP Calendar of Events

Watershed Events (courtesy PA Organization for Watersheds & Rivers)

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesy PA Center for Environmental Education)

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

Helpful Web Links

PA Environment Digest Video Blog

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network Watershed Weekly

DEP Press ReleasesDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitt/e actions teA
Environment Digest - DHess@HolstonCrisci.conor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com
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PA Environment Digest is edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Holston & Crisci and the public. Holston & Crisci igHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Holston & Girall 717-234-1716.
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Supporting Member PA Outdoor Writers Association

PA Environment Digest is a supporting member of tRennsylvania Outdoor Writers
Association.

26


http://www.paoutdoorwriters.com/

