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PA Environment Digest Video Blog

DEP Secretary Kathleen McGinty Resigns, Joseph Powers Nachécting

Gov. Rendell announced the resignation this week of Depatt
of Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A. Mcgint
effective July 18.

DEP Executive Deputy Secretary Joseph Powers was
named Acting Secretary until a replacement can beedam

"Katie's tenure as DEP secretary has been marked by
many achievements that will have a lasting benefitHsr
commonwealth," said Gov. Rendell. "From her first dagffice,
she brought a unique perspective to the way we view
environmental challenges: that those challenges are miono
opportunities in disguise. Operating under that philosop&igngylvania has become a
center of progress and innovation.

"Her tenacity and passion have resulted in a strongiemnsylvania on issues that
are critical to protecting our land, air, water and clan&he has been a driving force in
my administration, greatly improving the quality of lifer fall Pennsylvanians by fostering
a cleaner environment and a stronger economy. Her visiatership and counsel will be
missed."

Pennsylvania established itself as a leader in the develdpohalternative and
renewable energy sources during Secretary McGinty'sder@EP secretary, with one of
the nation's most ambitious alternative energy pootftiandards that lead to more than $1
billion in private investment in projects that have tedanore than 3,500 jobs.

Her efforts also helped to produce the recently passed $ishrimvestment
fund that will help consumers save money by reducing #&mergy consumption, while
also growing the state's renewable energy industry antinges least 10,000 additional
jobs.

Under Secretary McGinty, the Commonwealth reclaimaatlheds of dangerous
abandoned mines and improved the quality of the state'swegteby instituting 'nutrient
trading' and other innovations that encourage land pras@my conservation and riparian
buffers over capital-, chemical-, and energy-intemsionventional approaches to water
pollution.

DEP revamped its permitting review processes to encounage-tdevelopment of
older properties and ensure that economic developmenihaitdremental protection
projects can get underway more quickly and at less o$ato the applicants.


http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/
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Secretary McGinty's leadership also helped to revampabhgsantiquated mine
safety procedures through historic new legislation thatf@muled the Commonwealth's
120-year-old mine safety law.

As DEP secretary, the department instituted new regofatequiring cleaner-
running and more fuel-efficient cars and light-duty truckspsed a state-specific mercury
reduction rule for coal-fired power plants that far extseweaker federal standards, and
revitalized thousands of acres of brownfields.

Secretary McGinty did not announce her future plans.

Gov. Rendell also announced the appointment of DEP ExedDgputy Secretary
Joseph Powers as Acting Secretary until a replaceca@rive found, saying, "l have great
confidence in Joe Powers' ability to direct an imporéa@ncy that works hard to protect
our environment, as well as the health and safety ofydennsylvania resident.”

Prior to joining the Rendell administration, Powers workea number of policy
development and committee management positions withiGémeral Assembly. He also
was chief of staff to the Lieutenant Governor from 1987993. He has taught Political
Science classes at several universities and holdshelba's degree from St. Joseph's
University in Philadelphia.

NewsClips: McGinty Steps Down At PA DEP

PennFuture Exit Interview With Secretary McGinty

Links: Biography of Kathleen McGinty
Secretary McGinty’s Awards and Honors
Secretary McGinty’s Remarks, Testimonies and Letters
DEP Annual Accomplishment Reports
PA Environmental Milestones — 1995-2002

Fair Share Coalition: New Budget Supports Wastewater Plantd;armers Left Behind

Pennsylvania's new budget agreement contains a majgQ
victory for clean water with the approval of water
infrastructure funding legislation that helps
communities and ratepayers meet looming mandates
At the same time, farmers throughout the
Commonwealth got little help as they struggle to meg
these same clean water mandates, according #@/the
Fair Share for Clean Water Coalition.

The Coalition has also recommended change
the state's nutrient credit trading program, but these
were not yet addressed.

Infrastructure funding — potentially reaching $1.2 billion inestatie grants and
loans for water-related projects — comes just in tioneMastewater treatment ratepayers
eyeing sewer rates that could double or triple to finaeqaired upgrades.

The Department of Environmental Protection has alreadgtéd the first 63
wastewater plants in Pennsylvania to take steps to mededeval Clean Water Act
nutrient reduction requirements in the Susquehanna Rivesrgtheid. The cost of meeting
those requirements for a total of 184 plants in justvtliershed is estimated to be over $1
billion. Similar restrictions will be put in place ather areas of the state in the near future.
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Coalition members thanked House and Senate legislaaders and Gov. Rendell
for their support oEenate Bill 2Earll-R-Erie) andsenate Bill 1341Musto-D- Luzerne),
which authorize the additional water infrastructure fagdi

"The new infrastructure funding approved in this budget isxaallent start as we
begin to address Pennsylvania's $20 billion need for water wed sgstem upgrades,”
according to John Brosious, Deputy Director of the PAldipal Authorities Association.
"These funds will help alleviate some of the burden camities face as they undertake
costly upgrades to comply with federal and state requiresrtemeduce nitrogen and
phosphorus loadings to local streams and the ChesapeakeéBBasious said.

Senate Bill 2, sponsored by Sen. Jane Earll (R-Enghoaizes $850 million to be
spent from gaming revenues on wastewater and drinking plargrupgrades, flood
protection projects and high hazard dam repairs. SenatE3Bil, sponsored by Sen. Ray
Musto (D-Luzerne), places a question on the fall elediaiot asking voters to approve a
$400 million bond issue for wastewater, drinking water pilaprovements and nonpoint
sources pollution controls.

Meeting the new federal and state nutrient reduction niesdiaowever, requires
both upgrades to wastewater plants and farmers to ingtelecvation practices. The final
budget left major gaps in the funding needed to help farmees these costs, which the
Department of Environmental Protection has estimatedowibver $600 million alone for
the Susquehanna River Watershed..

"The Fair Share for Clean Water Plan can be describedlaree-legged stool,"
said Matthew Ehrhart, PA Executive Director for the §apeake Bay Foundation.
"Simultaneous and significant progress is needed on ttmets — point sources,
agriculture and nutrient credit trading — if the state imeet water quality mandates and
still accommodate future growth,” Ehrhart said. "Weidled with the new funding for
point sources, but disappointed that we don't have the itoplace to work on the other
two legs of the stool."

Coalition members urged state leaders to provide the suppors thesperately
needed by farmers who also face clean water mantbatestall practices that reduce
nutrient and sediment runoff from their operations.

Joel Rotz, Governmental Affairs Director for the Pervesyla Farm Bureau,
explained why higher state conservation funding is seakit'Pennsylvania farmers take
stewardship seriously and have already made significagtgs® in the areas of
conservation tillage, cover crops, nutrient managenherfer plantings and beyond." Rotz
said. "They're willing to do more, but can't shoulderlibheden by themselves. We're
disappointed that instead of seeing a significant boasinservation funding, we're barely
holding the line."

Conservation Districts saw no increase in their btudgspite the fact that a 2005
Legislative Budget and Finance Committee report found mangervation districts
struggling for funds to deliver key farm and environmental progedrtise local level.
Since then, funding for districts has increased by omgrtent. As costs continue to
escalate, many conservation districts will be facét the difficult decision of which
programs to reduce or discontinue in order to keep their dpens.

"Conservation Districts deliver not just state conagon programs, but federal
programs as well," said Susan F. Marquart, Executive oired the PA Association of
Conservation Districts. "The federal government has redgd the new Farm Bill to help
farmers in the Chesapeake Bay watershed meet watelyqualitdates. It would be a
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shame if the higher conservation funding levels witheanew Farm Bill are underutilized
because there are too few technical people in the fidldlpofarmers qualify for the very
programs the federal government has expanded.”

The Coalition, which includes the PA Builders Associat@lso hoped for more
significant progress on a key, non-budgetary item: enhagsno the nutrient credit
trading program. Nutrient credit trading allows creditbeaenerated, primarily through
the installation of agricultural improvements, which ¢tlaen be purchased by point
sources and developers to offset nutrient dischargesxbaéd mandated limits. Without a
functioning trading program, pollution limits may curb eomic growth in the
Commonwealth.

Robert J. Fisher, President of R. J. Fisher & Asdesiand Chairman of the
Pennsylvania Builders Association's Chesapeake Bay TribBteategy Task Force,
expressed disappointment that proposals to enhancencespeacts of the state's trading
program did not move forward at budget time. "Nutrierditrg holds significant promise
for holding costs down and accommodating future econoriwttr” Fisher said. "But
due to a number of flaws with the current structure amdeimentation of the trading
program, it has not been viewed as a viable optionrdiheotential credit users or
generators. We had hoped that our recommendations fprageam could have moved
forward before the summer recess, as opportunitieestrevith each month that the
trading program needs are left unresolved.”

Fisher did note the Senate will schedule a hearingutitent credit trading
legislation introduced by Sen. Vance (R-Cumberlan@@nate Bill 1493He also reported
that Senate Bill 1341 was amended last week to include thegseror trading of nutrient
credits as an allowable use of those funds.

The Credit Bank concept is also includedHiuse Bill 2654 introduced by Rep.
Mike Hanna-D-Centre, andouse Bill 2441(Perry-R-Cumberland).

The Fair Share Coalition will send letters this weeke chairs of the Senate and
House agriculture and environmental committees asking thémld hearings on
additional agricultural funding needs for the Nutrient Mparaent Program, the REAP
State Tax Credit Program and other conservation pnogjthat enable farmers throughout
the state to comply with federal and state clean wagatdates.

The Fair Share for Clean Water Coalition will beriang actively in the Fall to
promote voter approval of the $400 million bond issue refemarwhntained in Senate Bill
1341.

Fair Share supporting groups include: Pennsylvania Associdt0arservation
Districts, Pennsylvania Builders Association, Pennsylvaniaitpal Authorities
Association, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Pennsylvania Atsomf Realtors, Juniata
Valley Audubon, PA Federation of Sportsmen Clubs, AcaeriFarmland Trust,
Environmental Defense Fund, Middletown Twp. Land Consegdrmver Susquehanna
Riverkeeper, Northumberland Co. Conservation DistBetibaker Farms, PA State Assoc.
of Boroughs, Lancaster Farmland Trust, County Commissohgsoc of PA, PA State
Association of Township Supervisors, Tioga County Consienvdistrict, PA Landscape
and Nursery Association, Chester County Economic @veént Council, Tioga County
Concerned Citizens Committee, Inc., PA Project Gi@ssenTreks Network, Inc.,
Warwick Township Municipal Authority, PA Association fS8ustainable Agriculture, PA
No-Till Alliance, PA State Grange, Cedar Meadow Farmm&wset County Conservation
District, Dover Township, Chester County Conservabustrict, York County
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Conservation District, Coldwater Heritage PartnersiWipstmoreland County
Conservation District, Pennsylvania Environmental Cousgillivan County
Conservation District, Lancaster County Conservalkstrict, Manheim Borough
Authority, Union County Conservation District and Mcke@ounty Conservation District,
Fulton County Conservation District, Adams County Coragon District, PA
Manufactured Housing Association
For more information, visit theA Fair Share for Clean Water Plan website.
NewsClips: Budget Disappoints Farmers
Budget May Ease Sewer Hikes
Water Cleanup Could Drain Budgets
Budget Contains Funding for Sewer Plant Upgrades
State Funding for Sewer Upgrade Great News
State Budget Breakdown on Chesapeake Bay, Farm Funding
Editorial: Do Elected Leaders Feel Sewer Cost Crisis?

Links: Coalition Proposes Fair Share Clean Water Funding BPlaginal Announcement
16,000 Miles of Polluted Streams Add Urgency to Call fom@évater Funding
CBF, Other Groups Ask State to Be a Partner in Chesapzpk€leanup Plan
40,000 More Acres of Corn, Soybeans Increase Consanvd&eds
Brubaker, Musto Say Senate Infrastructure Bill Should ReabBded
New Federal Farm Bill Promises Aid, But PA Farmersd\N&800 M for Cleanup
Rep. Perry, 37 Co-Sponsors Introduce Chesapeake Bay NiRadottion Plan
New House Bill Opens Debate on How to Fund Nutrientufol Cleanup
Support for PA Fair Share For Clean Water Plan Grdiesy Website Open
Task Force Hears Support for Fair Share Clean Watar-Plddeo Blog
PA Fair Share Coalition Ask Gov. Rendell to Keep Commaiit on Bay Cleanup
Bills Including Fair Share for Clean Water Plan Se&dkcin Senate, House
Agriculture Committees OK Fair Share Clean Waten Ria Farmers
Spotlight- REAP Gives Eby Farm the Opportunity to Expand MNid=arming
Senate OKs Another Part of Fair Share Clean Wdéar, Budget Talks Continue
$1.2 Billion Approved for Infrastructure Upgrades, Farmerfs Behind

Chesapeake Bay Foundation — Mixed Results for Water Quality

Pennsylvania's fiscal year 2008-09 budget shows mixed resuledfozing pollution to
local rivers, streams, and the Chesapeake Bay, acgdaodtheChesapeake Bay
Foundation

New funding, approximately $500 million, is allocated to provdds) percent
match for sewage treatment plant upgrades, significagdiyaing the burden on local
ratepayers. Funding to reduce agricultural runoff, orother hand, will see stable or
declining funding depending on the program.

"In an extremely tight budget year, we commend the Gwreand General
Assembly for providing historic levels of new funding tagtgale local sewage treatment
plants,” said CBF Pennsylvania Executive Director Math&tr "It is disappointing,
however, that the Governor and General Assembly dithréase funding for agriculture,
one Pennsylvania's leading industries and one of the largesesmf impairment to local
rivers and streams.”
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http://www.lancasterfarming.com/node/1357
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/224331
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/1215223817211920.xml&coll=1
http://www.morning-times.com/news/x1768841086/Pa-budget-contains-funding-for-sewer-plant-upgrades
http://www.morning-times.com/news/x1470900224/Musto-State-funding-for-sewer-upgrade-great-news
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/ci_9833959
http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/512450.html?nav=5004
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9083
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ChesapeakeBayFoundationNews
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9137
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9249
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9309
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9372
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9374
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9375
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9421
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9422
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9476
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9522
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9578
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9630
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9631
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9697
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=9744
http://www.cbf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=state_main_pa_&JServSessionIdr009=al83ssu4c1.app27a

PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

The REAP program, which provides transferable tax créaliksrmers and
businesses to implement conservation practices ohfercas, saw funding hold steady at
$10 million. Conservation Districts, which provide technasdistance for farmers, did not
receive long overdue funding increases. Nutrient managemegitams and agricultural
research saw budgets decline.

"Pennsylvania farm families have repeatedly demonstragadwillingness to
invest time and money to implement conservation pegtiout they can't shoulder the
burden alone,"” Ehrhart said. "We want to thank SenatogeiRMadigan and Mike
Brubaker, Representatives Jerry Stern and Mike Handagtaer elected officials for their
continued leadership on this issue, and look forward toreang to work with them to
make Pennsylvania agriculture a national leader in cortganvaVe'd also like to thank
our many partners, from agriculture, the business commuamty/local governments, who
joined the PA Fair Share Coalition to support fundingafgncultural conservation and
sewage treatment plant upgrades.”

For more information, visit theA Fair Share for Clean Water Plan websitt¢he
CBF-Pennsylvania webpage

PA Farm Bureau - State Budget Falls Short on Vital Agriculture Programs

ThePennsylvania Farm Bure®aid the new state budget for fiscal
year 2008-2009 continues a troubling trend of funding cuts to
essential programs for farmers that also benefatinsylvanians.

The state budget cuts include a 37 percent reduction in
agricultural research conducted through the Department of
Agriculture that provides farmers with new technology whil
benefiting consumers though advanced food safety. Otiakeet
shortfalls for agriculture include technical assistaioceelp farmers
comply with stringent and costly environmental regulation

During discussions in Harrisburg since last November,
Pennsylvanla Farm Bureau explained the need for about $11maifladditional funding
in eight program areas, much of which was to merelprestollars cut from programs
last year. Farm Bureau said the funding requests wergadjand another $1 million was
cut from important priorities for agriculture.

“It's an understatement that Pennsylvania’s farm famvligisbe disappointed
when they learn the details,” said PA Farm BureauidesCarl T. Shaffer. “It will be
hard for them to understand how a $28 billion state budgétinalude $11 million for
programs that will help secure the future of agricultgrey our food supply and preserve
the rural character of Pennsylvania.” He noted that then$llibn amounts to
approximately one-hundredth of one percent (.001) of "#te budget’s increase.

Farm Bureau noted that the budget for the Departmengé#ture was increased
by 5.4 percent, but believes that most of the fund$oangersonnel cost increases, not new
or expanded assistance to farms.

PFB said one bright spot in the state budget is there@iton of funding for a
program called REAP that offers limited tax creditsdaalifying farmers who implement
certain water quality environmental measures. Last ybadget allocation enabled
approximately 325 of Pennsylvania’s 58,000 farms to use the proQitaer. important
legislation enacted before the General Assembly'ssewill provide incentives for the
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state’s biodiesel industry, eventually providing farmems osop production and income
opportunities.

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau said there was strong advoca®agkmonable funding
for agriculture by Sen. Mike Brubaker (R-Lancaster Couatyl Rep. Mike Hanna (D-
Centre County), respective chairs of the Senate andeHagrsculture & Rural Affairs
Committees.

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau is the state’s largest farm oeg@mmzvith a volunteer
membership of more than 44,000 farm and rural families, reptiag farms of every size
and commodity across Pennsylvania.

For more information, visit thBennsylvania Farm Bure@un PA Fair Share for
Clean Water Plawebsites.

$1.2 Billion Water Infrastructure Bills Become Law

Gov. Rendell signed legislation into law this week that
would provide $1.2 billion in funding for water and
wastewater facilities, as well as inadequate floodrobn
measures and unsafe and high-hazard dams.

The bills wereSenate Bill 2(Earll-R-Erie) and
Senate Bill 134XMusto-D- Luzerne).

"A sustainable infrastructure that is capable of
protecting its citizens and providing quality, dependabl
services is paramount to the public's health and well-
being," said Gov. Rendell. "Our water-related
infrastructure—our drinking water and wastewater plantsdaors and our flood
protection projects—are aging and deteriorating after decddeglect and
underinvestment. These bills provide new investments nofgusapital improvements,
which are increasingly expensive but, as in the casastewater facilities, to support
other nonstructural options that are oftentimes mose effective."”

Senate Bill 2 will provide $800 million over the next 10 wefar critical water,
sewer, flood control projects and repairs to unsafe, hagdard dams in areas outside of
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. The debt service on the bdhdeaiepaid using
uncommitted game revenues distributed by the Commonwi@alimcing Authority.

Senate Bill 1341 will place a referendum on the Noverbb#ot asking voters to
approve an additional $400 million for improvements in putilioking water and
wastewater systems, including innovative, cost-effecitrategies such as nutrient trading.
If approved, the funding would be used for grants and loabe smiministered by the
Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority.

"With this new law (Senate Bill 1341) we are providing aagmgportunity for
citizens to make a substantive new investment in our @k@aer infrastructure,” Sen.
Musto, Minority Chair of the Senate Environmental Resaiecel Energy Committee
said. "The grants and low-interest loans that wouldvaglable through this legislation
will provide badly needed financial assistance to commasittiroughout Pennsylvania
who are struggling to maintain aging water and sewer sgstem

Federal/State Clean Water Mandates

Under both bills, the 183 publicly-owned water systems nmBgvania that are
facing federal mandates to reduce the amount of nutrienttjpollin the Susquehanna and
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Potomac river basins and downstream in the ChesapeakeiBhyg eligible for additional
support. The grants and loans may be directed towardsyggrades, but other more cost-
effective options — such as nutrient credit trading, ietaservation and water reuse —
may also be eligible.

"Communities like Mechanicsburg are facing ever-increasisgsdo provide a
clean, reliable source of drinking water and effectivetexaater treatment for is residents
and businesses," said the Governor. "Rather than ongydawimg capital upgrades to these
facilities, which can leave ratepayers with substdpthagher rates, we want to ensure
other cost-effective options, such as regionalizadioh nutrient trading are considered."

The Governor pointed to examples like Mount Joy Boroughgchster County,
which used nutrient credit trading to lower its nutrieagtuction costs 35 percent, and
Fairview Township, York County, which followed suit araled its taxpayers 75 percent
as opposed to a capital upgrade.

The Department of Environmental Protection will workhathe Commonwealth
Financing Authority and PENNVEST in evaluating projectsrisuee applicants are
pursuing measures that result in the lowest cost to Pleang's citizens and
communities.

Water Infrastructure Needs

In Pennsylvania, there are 900 community drinking watelitfasiand 1,100
community wastewater operations that are owned by a ipahig or municipal authority
that would qualify for funding under Senate Bill 2. Gramiiérange from $500,000 to $20
million.

According to a recent federal clean water needs suR&ynsylvania is facing
nearly $11 billion in unmet drinking water infrastructure nesul$ at least $7.2 billion in
unmet wastewater infrastructure needs.

As part of his efforts to address Pennsylvania's aging weltged infrastructure,
Gov. Rendell established theistainable Water Infrastructure Task Fahreugh
executive order.

The task force is responsible for calculating an esgnof total water infrastructure
needs facing the commonwealth and identifying innovativlertieal, operational and
financing strategies to meet the state's needs.

The group of legislative, business, municipal and publicestdeaders will issue a
report by October 1 that provides recommendations andding options to support
water-related services in the Governor's fiscal 289-10 budget proposal.

Flood Protection

Senate Bill 2 also provides at least $100 million for floodtrol projects.
Applicants would be responsible for providing easementsights-of-way, relocating
buildings and utilities, altering or rebuilding inadequatddps in association with the
flood protection project when necessary, and operatingramataining the project.

"As Pennsylvania is one of the nation's most flood-proatest we must take steps
to ensure our communities are safeguarded against thedhreating a flood control
project or dam fail and wash out homes and businesssd,Gov. Rendell. "While the
costs of these projects can be daunting if our infrastreictlallowed to deteriorate, so,
too, will Pennsylvania's business climate and quality af'life

Senate Bill 2 also provides a minimum of $35 million to addrstate and
municipally owned unsafe, high-hazard dams in need of rejggaticants are responsible
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for funding of at least 25 percent of the amount autbdrizy the Commonwealth
Financing Authority for a project.

DEP will review the applications and make recommendatiotise authority,
which ultimately decides which grants are awarded. Gaitieri funding include the level
of hazard posed by the dam and whether the proposed prdjeetni®st cost-effective
way to address the hazard.

Grants from Senate Bill 1341, if approved, would be up to $3@midepending
on the type of project and the size of the system.

"While these measures are a step in the right diredt@y will by no means close
the almost $20 billion gap in funding for Pennsylvania's wiafeatistructure needs," said
Gov. Rendell. "We need continued funding as well as-@ejpth examination of at non-
structural alternatives such as best management praatidegyht-sizing."

Senate Bill 2 is now Act 63 of 2008 and Senate Bill 1341 vg Aot 64 of 2008.

For more information on clean water needs, visitthe~air Share for Clean Water
Plan website

Gov. Rendell Signs Historic Great Lakes Compact to Protect &jion's Fresh Water
Gov. Rendell has followed through on an agreementF
reached in 2005 to protect one of the world's largest
bodies of fresh water -- the Great Lakes and St.
Lawrence River basin—as he sigrieduse Bill 1705
(Harkins-D-Erie), which will ensure this invaluable
resource is protected for the millions of people who r
on its resources for energy, recreation, agricultoce a
industry.

House Bill 1705 ratifies an interstate agreemel
reached with seven other Great Lake states and thel@anaovinces of Ontario and
Quebec. The five Great Lakes are the world's largestceulifashwater system—
accounting for about 20 percent of the freshwater oplreet. The compact will prohibit
water diversions outside of the Great Lakes basin comhitbdstate programs to
conserve and manage the basin waters adhering to unified@perative principles,
policies and programs throughout the basin.

"Today, Pennsylvania is proud to join with other Great kalitates in forging a
renewed commitment to protect the region's vast wateuress that provide so many
environmental and economic benefits for our communitiesd Gov. Rendell. "Effective
management of the waters of the Great Lakes basssential for sustaining tourism,
recreation, boating and fishing, our state parks at Prdstguend Erie Bluffs, international
shipping through the Port of Erie, as well as water supfdiehomes, farms and
businesses in Pennsylvania's Lake Erie and Lake Ontariosivedts:"

The Governor’s signature on July 4 enacts the Graked-St. Lawrence River
Basin Water Resources Compact in Pennsylvania. Pennsylvarsdmnesota, lllinois,
Indiana, New York, Wisconsin, Ohio and Michigan in approvheyagreement. The
compact will not become effective until the U.S. Gress provides its consent.

“This is a historic moment for Pennsylvania and for theaBtakes,” said John
Walliser, Vice President of Legal and Governmental ildféor the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council. “We commend the leadership of thee@l Assembly —
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particularly the Erie delegation including Rep. Patrick keKD-Eire), Sen. Mary Jo
White (R-Venango), Senator Jane Earll (R-Erie), anol Behn Hornaman (D-Erie)— for
protecting a vital environmental, economic, and recredti@saurce for our state.”

In December 2005, following a nearly five-year negotiatiba,Great Lakes
governors endorsed the agreement on the compact. Tdeherka similar, good faith,
agreement with Ontario and Québec the same year, Widgbrovinces are using to
amend their existing water programs for greater regiomasgistency.

The interstate compact legislation signed by Gov. Residdes that: continued
sustainable, accessible and adequate water supplies fiedple and economy of the
basin are of vital importance;

Future diversions and consumptive uses of basin waterrcesolave the potential
significantly to impact the environment, economy and avelbf the region;

Regional goals and objectives for water conservatidreéiiiciency will be developed and
reviewed every five years. Each state will develop armlement a water conservation and
efficiency program;

Collecting and sharing technical data by compact statesnprove the scientific
base of information, which will improve decision-makingthg governments; and
The states and provinces have a shared duty to protectiansstore, improve and
manage the renewable, but finite, waters of the basithé use, benefit and enjoyment of
all citizens.

In addition, House Bill 1705 establishes a new water managgepnogram that the
Department of Environmental Protection will administethia Lake Erie and Lake Ontario
(Genesee River) watersheds located in parts of threesilgania counties: Erie, Crawford
and Potter.

DEP will review proposals for new or increased wateéhavawals that equal or
exceed 100,000 gallons per day, consumptive uses that equated é&million gallons
per day, and any diversion of water from the basin camtisvith the uniform standard
contained in the compact and applied by each state anaheeovi

"This joint effort ensures an adequate supply of freskemiatavailable to support
the region's economic activity, while protecting the ecalalgntegrity of the Great Lakes
basin," said Gov. Rendell.

To date, more than 1,200 state legislators have voted tovepie compact—
about 95 percent of all legislators who have cast @ @ntits protections. Additionally, it
has attracted the support of key members of Congressobibit presumptive presidential
nominees, mayors and local government officials, akagahore than 150 diverse groups
of stakeholders who depend on the Great Lakes.

The bill is now Act 43 of 2008.

The complete text of the compact and additional inféilonds available at the
Council of Great Lakes Governors website

NewsClip: States Approve Compact to Protect Great Lakes

Link: Pennsylvania Adopts Historic Great Lakes Compact Legislatio
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Update to PA Underground Mine Safety Act Now Law

Gov. Rendell this week signed the first major update o
Pennsylvania's 125-year-old bituminous deep mine sa
law in 45 years, ensuring better protection for the

Commonwealth's 4,200 underground bituminous coal

miners.

The new law-Senate Bill 949Kasunic-D-
Somerset)-- incorporates recommendations to improve
safety conditions that were made following #i&2
Quecreek Mine Rescur Somerset County.

It also allows Pennsylvania mines to be
competitive in the national and international markets g
while holding mine operators responsible for the safety®o
their mines, and it creates a process to update mine sedgthations in the future.

"Our miners and their families face the dangers of wgrkinderground every day
to provide us with the energy we need to carry on our Wwéfed' said Gov. Rendell. "We
owe it to them to provide a safe workplace.

"This industry and its dedicated workers have been a caoonersf our economy
for more than 200 years. Thanks to the hard work ofettpslature and representatives of
labor and industry, we have enacted one of the nastmsgest mine safety laws, which
completes the work begun following the Quecreek Mine actitden

Pennsylvania began regulating mine safety in 1869. The bitusiimme safety
law was first written in 1883, but it had not been updatecksio61l.

Most significantly, the new law creates a seven-merBloard of Coal Mine Safety
that will be chaired by the secretary of the Departréinvironmental Protection, with
equal representation among mine owners and mine worker&o&né will have the
authority to write new mine safety regulations-somethiiggdepartment is unable to do
through existing statute.

In addition, the new law will:

* Make the mine owner or operator primarily responsible f@atg@ompliance at the
mine and allow DEP to assess fines and penalties foongoi@nce. Currently, only
individually certified employees or supervisors, such asnfien, can be held
responsible for an accident, not the mine company exésutives;

* Increase to 500 feet from 200 feet the distance from whimtueminous underground
operator must conduct advanced drilling when approaching aceatijine that may
contain water or gas to provide an extra measure afisgeo miners don't
accidentally breech an abandoned mine pool, as happe@eeeateek; and

» Authorize the department to use emergency contractinggiwosito pay for mine
rescue and other mine safety activities.

"Mining can be a dangerous profession and we need to beoginetect against
the realities of 21st century mining if we're to keepminers safe," said Gov. Rendell.
"Our old mine safety law contained out-dated language #uhtitile to do with modern
coal mining, including references to animals and stablasrias. This bill makes
substantial improvements to ensure that owners and opeeaatresponsible for the safety
of their mines and allows us to adapt quickly to changingngimethods and
technologies."”
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Updating Pennsylvania's underground mine safety program has peents
since 2002 when nine miners at the Quecreek Mine in SomeyaetyGvere trapped
underground after they breached a flooded and abandoned atineahnot shown on
mining maps. All nine miners survived following a dramatic uesc

The measures in this bill supplement administrative cleangale by DEP's
Bureau of Mine Safety since the Quecreek accident, including:

» Giving mine safety officials the authority to review gvetine permit application and
reject applications if they think unsafe conditions magtexi

* Implementing stringent new requirements to validate andfiywnderground mine
maps before new mining can take place;

* Increasing the distance between planned mining and abandomesl from 200 feet to
500 feet-to provide an extra measure of security so minefsatmidentally breech an
abandoned mine pool containing millions of gallons of watehagpened at
Quecreek;

* Replacing outdated equipment that was more than 30 yekavgtbl84 new, self-
contained breathing units, at a cost of $745,000, for undergroundesiuge teams.
These new units are housed at mine rescue stationsomtdwin, Fayette County;
Ebensburg, Cambria County; and Tremont, Schuylkill Cgunt

* Developing and implementing training for dealing with mine dation, as well as
continuing education programs for mining professionals, maeagers, and mine
inspectors on mine safety issues; and

* Increasing salaries for engineers, inspectors andrigastaff in order to be more
competitive when recruiting and maintaining quality safgtfessionals.

In October, Gov. Rendell signed thigne Families First Agtsponsored by Rep.
Bob Bastian (R-Somerset), into law to ensure thatli@as of miners involved in
underground emergencies are treated with dignity and respédetthey await information
on their loved ones.

The act establishes a plan for notifying families abbeitstatus of their relatives
and the progress of rescue operations; provides for traasporto and from a place for
family members to gather; institutes security measuresgaore privacy; and provides
counseling through social service organizations.

Pennsylvania is the fourth largest coal producing statewoly Wyoming, West
Virginia and Kentucky, with 35 underground bituminous mines te@pproduction in
2007, including four of the six highest-producing underground mm#seination. More
than 20,000 bituminous coal miners have died in accidents gisccommonwealth began
keeping records in 1877.

With Gov. Rendell's signature on the new mine safetglitgn, the Department
of Environmental Protection has followed through on evecpmmendation made by the
Gov. Schweiker’'s Commission on Mine Safety, DEP's Buref Mine Safety, the state
Attorney General's Office, the U.S. Attorney's Offiaed the U.S. Mine Safety and Health
Administration in the wake of the Quecreek accident.

The bill is now Act 55 of 2008.

For more information, visit DEP'Beep Mine Safety webpage

NewsClip: Rendell Signs Updated Mine Safety Bill Into Law

State Addresses Mining Issues
Editorial: New Regulations Focus on Advances Since (@eécr
Coal Miner Dies in Underground PA Mine
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Spotlight

6th Anniversary of Quecreek Mine Rescue Features Visito€enter Groundbreaking

The Quecreek Mine Rescue Foundatiwiti ,
host a groundbreaking ceremony for a new §
visitors’ center on July 26 to help celebrate
6th anniversary of the 2002 rescue of nine
miners trapped in the Quecreek Mine in
Somerset County, Pa.

“With more than 10,000 visitors ever
year to the rescue site, we were just getting §
overwhelmed. The new visitors’ center will
help us tell the story of the Quecreek miraclé
said Bill Arnold, President of the Quecreek
Mine Rescue Foundation. “This is a working farm and we ase@dwn storage building
to display the rescue capsule, drill bit and other egeigrased in the rescue.”

The photo pictures the mine rescue site at Quecreek during rescue operations.

The new visitors’ center will be housed in a 2,400 squareloilding to be
constructed overlooking the mine rescue site. It wiluide educational display areas and
other typical visitor center amenities.

The building will incorporate parts of the SipesvilleeHiall where mine families
waited for news during the rescue. Several doors, ttegdelwcolumns and oak flooring
were salvaged from the building before it was torn dewmake way for a new fire hall.

“Incorporating parts of the old Sipesville Fire Hall wetlght was important to
help preserving the history of the mine rescue and to recotj@zamportant role the fire
company played,” said Arnold. “It's also another wayedmember the lows and highs the
families experienced during the rescue.”

“We want to thank all those who contributed their lalmaterials, equipment or
their donations to help build the visitors center. Savigve raised about half of the
$200,000 needed to finish the building,” said Arnold. “We cernjairdilcome participation
in this unique project from those who believe, as we du,tbe Quecreek mine rescue was
a miracle.”

On July 24, 2002 miners broke through into an abandoned, vildmfine
flooding the Quecreek Mine with over 50 million gallonsa@ter. Nine miners scrambled
to safety, but nine were trapped in a pocket of air ird#dr&, cold, water-filled mine. They
were rescued four days later through the combined effostai® and federal mine rescue
agencies and hundreds of workers and volunteers.

In 2006 the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commissiociadfji
recognized the mine rescue site as part of the stateridadtMarker Program erecting a
blue and gold historic marker at the Arnold Farm.

Last year the General Assembly passed the Mine FarRilisisAct to put into law
the policies Gov. Mark Schweiker adopted to keep mine i@snihvolved in accidents
informed of the progress of rescue operations beforméuga.

This week, Gov. Rendell signed into law the first updatite Bituminous Coal
Mine Safety Act in 45 years, prompted in part by the lesésarned from the Quecreek
Mine Rescue.
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The anniversary celebration will begin at 9:00 a.m. eatiime rescue site located
at 151 Haupt Road, Somerset, Pa.

The first part of the program will feature a flag ceommyfollowed by music
performed by local artists and brief remarks by localstate dignitaries. The
groundbreaking ceremony will begin about 10:00 a.m.

Several of the miners rescued at Quecreek and thelidamill be participating in
the celebration. In addition, there will be a silanttion for the two copies of the
hardcover book “Our Story: 77 Hours That Tested Our Frigpdand Our Faith,”
autographed by all nine miners and Gov. Mark Schweiker. Ther @utographed copies
will be put up for bid shortly on EBay.

The Quecreek Mine Rescue Foundation is a non-profittebéiorganization that
relies on support from the public to educate the public abeuttscue and to maintain and
operate the mine rescue visitors’ area.

Contact the Quecreek Mine Rescue Foundation by writing: HaptRoad,
Somerset, PA 15501, calling 814-445-4876 or visitingldhecreek Mine Rescue
Foundation website

Significant Update to Conservation District Act Signed Inb Law

ThePennsylvania Association of Conservation Distrapplauds the General Assembly
for its unanimous passage ®fnate Bill 102{Wonderling-R-Montgomery) and Gov.
Rendell for signing the legislation into law.

This legislation updates the Conservation District Laich is the Pennsylvania
statute that created the State Conservation Conamiaad provided the authority for
county governing bodies to create conservation districts.

Pennsylvania’s conservation districts administer a \&iday of delegated and
contracted state programs with a number of funding ssurc
The bill increases the capacity of conservation distto deliver locally led conservation,
and further defines and strengthens the State Conser@immission and includes these
changes:

» Establishing a procedure for those members of the SCC ealddioectors who do not,
or cannot perform their responsibilities;

» Offering appropriate training assistance and certificdbomlirectors, staff and
volunteers of the conservation districts;

* Requiring SCC approval of delegation and contracting faaicefunctions and powers
of the districts;

* Allowing the Commission to administer grant, loan, andct&dit programs for
landowners to implement non-point source best manageprectices on their
properties;

* Reducing the requirement to at least one eligible nomimesafth director to be
appointed,;

* Allowing the county government body to require that diresctif the conservation
district be residents of the county;

* Requiring the county governing body to provide names and d¢anfammation of
directors to the SCC,;
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* Further delineating a list of activities conservatiostritits can engage in including any
natural resource program approved by the Commission;

» Allowing districts to contract with state and local agies for payment for services
rendered;

* Allowing conservation districts to accept contributidmmsn federal, state, and local
government entities;

* Allowing any state agency to delegate one or more oégalatory and enforcement
functions to conservation districts;

* Adding the President of PACD, the Secretary of DCNHR, the Secretary of DCED as
associate, non-voting members of the SCC;

* Providing the farmer and public members of the Commisgitina $150 per diem
which will be adjusted every 4 years for inflation, plaBnbursement for expenses
incurred as a result of their SCC duties. Additionahg, bill allows per diem
payments to county directors if funding is available;

* Allowing SCC review of fees for services established by exagion districts for the
purpose of determining if such fees are reasonable inorekat the scope of the
service to be provided,;

» Explicitly stating that the law does not diminish, lipor in any way interfere with the
authority given to state agencies under other laws;

» Allowing Commonwealth agencies to agree to fee schedulegoik performed by
conservation districts for E&S, stream encroachmantisother work or services;

* Requiring any Commonwealth agency to provide the SCC witlyssegof funding
and compensation, conditions affecting funding, and a dielameation of the duties,
authorities, deliverables and tasks to be performed pritet&CC’s approval of any
delegation agreement;

» Allowing directors to serve no longer than six montagdnd an expired term; and

» Allowing associate directors who have had two or moresyebactive service to fill
an unexpired terms as director.

Susan Marquart, PACD Executive Director stated, “Welaiked with the
passage of Senate Bill 1020. The unanimous vote confirnis-geetisan effort and
importance of this legislation to strengthen the Corsg@&m District law.”

Larry Kehl, PACD President agreed. “We would like tonthehe PA House of
Representatives and Senate for their support of Seflbl®B as well as the Governor
for signing the legislation into law.”

The bill is now Act 75 of 2008.

Gov. Rendell OKs $650 Million Bill to Promote Renewable Engyy, Conservation

Gov. Rendell this week gave his approval to a new law--
Special Session House Bill(DePasquale-D-York) -- !
creating a new fund that will save families and small
businesses money on their energy bills by supporting
investments in energy conservation and efficiency.
As part of the $650 million package, residential
consumers and small businesses will be eligible for $9
million in loans, grants, reimbursements and rebates t
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support energy conservation and weatherization projeatsém ultimately reduce energy
bills.

Another $40 million is available to provide financialiagnce through the state's
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, or LIHE#®R] establish an energy
efficiency loan fund through the Pennsylvania Housing FinAgescy.

Households and small businesses can also qualify for $10&mbd support the
installation of solar energy technology. Solar powex key cost-saving technology that
enables homes and businesses to generate their owrcitleand sell any excess power
back to the grid through net metering.

Carnegie Mellon University estimates the technologyldbelp reduce electricity
demand by 5 percent during the 100 most expensive hours ofdihe-typically, times
when the sun is most intense and temperatures theshighdnich would save
Pennsylvania ratepayers $1.9 billion annually. Electricitygsaan be 15 to 30 times more
during periods when demand is highest.

The Governor said these kinds of investments are impbtbday because
consumers who now find it difficult to pay for gasolinesel fuel, natural gas and heating
oil will only face greater financial hardship when thagmtion rate caps that have held
electricity prices in check since the mid-1990s expiraliteato double-digit rate
increases.

"Families are having to make the difficult decision oetiter or not to stay in their
homes because they can barely afford to fill up thesrtgak or go to the grocery store
where higher energy prices have pushed up the price of fead,Gov. Rendell.
"Likewise, businesses are questioning whether or not talsémtdoors because it costs so
much to keep the lights on and the machines running.

"This should concern all of us because the residecgizdumers and businesses in
the five utility service territories where rate capsdret expired—PECO, PPL, Allegheny
Power, MetEd and Penelec—are facing a $4 billion incrieetdeir electricity rates by
2011," said the Governor. "At a time when gasoline arsetifeel are at $4 and $5 per
gallon and natural gas has more than doubled since lastlyese rate increases will be
the straw that breaks the camel's back.

"We're putting new resources in place that will help oarexs lower their energy
use and generate their own power in a cleaner and ingyBasiore cost-effective
manner."

The Governor will also work throughout the summer Bchean agreement with
the legislature on measures that will improve whatdiked the state's flawed energy
policies and protect consumers from the pending elegtraie spikes.

"While I'm disappointed we were unable to reach an agraemnekey measures
related to electricity, specifically on conservatienergy efficiency and requiring service
to be provided at the lowest reasonable rate, I'm encouragbd bgmmitment by all of
the parties to get something done this fall. We'll worktlghout the summer to improve
Pennsylvania's energy policy so it works for consumers astégis them from the
volatility of the open market and collusion or fraud.

"It is a moral imperative that we act promptly to pobteonsumers from these rate
spikes. It has been more than a year and a half sfmseunveiled my plan to shield
families and businesses from feeling the financial gaan will result from the
shortcomings of deregulation. Too much time has elapstd@arratepayers are now that
much closer to paying billions of dollars in electriatysts,” the Governor said.
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In addition to supporting energy conservation, efficeemeasures, and financial
assistance, the Governor outlined new strategic inwegsmmade possible under the fund
that will spur billions of dollars in new, private econordevelopment projects from
alternative energy companies and early stage businisdesill create thousands of jobs
in a rapidly growing industry.

"Pennsylvania has established itself as leader in developindepiaying clean
renewable energy resources," said the Governor, atinge of the world's leading
businesses that now call Pennsylvania home, like Coneagyie&a and Iberdrola.
"However, the $1 billion in private investment that Hasvéd into Pennsylvania and the
3,000 jobs we've created in the renewable energy industrypegiy to scratch the surface
of our potential.

"This new investment fund will strategically target n@saurces to leverage as
much as $3.5 billion in private investment and create st 3000 new, good-paying
jobs in an industry that is sure to be to the 21st cemtbay information technology and
biosciences were to the later 20th century."

Included among the new $650 million fund is $500 million thavidies:

* $165 million for loans and grants to spur the developmenterhative and renewable
energy projects (except solar) among businesses andymeainments;

* $100 million to provide loans, grants and rebates thatraqvéo 35 percent of the
costs residential consumers and small businesses indnstalling for solar energy
technology;

e $80 million in grants and loans for economic developmenegi®in the solar sector;

e $40 million to the Ben Franklin Technology Developmenthrity to support early
stage activities, such as incubator support services,dtemsl and early stage
research in startup businesses that develop and implemengy efficiency
technologies;

» 25 million for wind energy and geothermal projects;

» $25 million for green buildings. Homeowners and smallriesses will benefit from
grants and loans to build energy efficient structuregovate an existing building to
improve its energy efficiency;

* 340 million ($10 million annually for four years) to support BAP so the
commonwealth can help low-income customers managehegtergy prices, severe
weather conditions, or disasters; and

» $25 million for pollution control technology to help enggenerators meet state and
federal standards.

The law, originally Special Session House Bill 1, wldo establish a $150 million
consumer energy program for individuals and small busasethat will support projects
that conserve energy and use it more efficiently—shimgtthat is increasingly important
as the costs for electricity, fuels and natural gasicoe to increase.

The $150 million will be allocated over eight years @20 million annually
through 2014-15 and another $10 million in 2015-16 that will include:

* $92.5 million so homeowners and small business ownersaaan 25 percent of the
cost of purchasing and installing energy conservation toolsv@atherize their
buildings;

17



PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

»  $50 million in tax credits of up to $1 million a year pewjpct for developing and
building alternative energy projects, which will helmBRgylvania companies invest
and grow here; and.

* $5 million to support an Energy Efficiency Loan Fund tlgi the Pennsylvania
Housing Finance Agency.

Special Session House Bill 1 is now Special Sessiorl A¢t2008.

Link: $650 Million Renewable Energy Program, BioFuels Mandateniives OK'd

Biofuels Mandates Now Law, A Study of Environmental Impacts Rguired

Gov. Rendell this week also signed legislation thalthelp spur the development of
homegrown biofuels in Pennsylvania by establishing new requntsrtigat every gallon of
gasoline and diesel fuel contain a percentage of ethaddiadiesel.

The mandates and incentives were includeddnse Bill 1202(Gerber-D-
Montgomery) establishing a state mandate for biodiesketaltulosic ethanol use based
on in-state biofuel production capacity ghdecial Session Senate Bill fPomlinson-R-
Bucks) providing for biodiesel production incentives of 75 cpatsgallon for three years
($5.3 million annually) and creating a nitrogen tire inflat&ystem grant program

"Pennsylvanians are struggling with higher fuels costs," said Bendell, who
signed House Bill 1202 and Special Session Senate Bill 22aintat the National Armory
in Montgomery County. "Record-high fuel prices are strgiriamily budgets and
pinching the bottom lines of our businesses. We need to reduckpendence on foreign
oil and keep our energy dollars in Pennsylvania, to invest ircamomy and create jobs."

The biofuel percentage requirements established under thiawemill go into
effect once in-state production reaches certaindevel

The requirements—which include what is believed to ba#tien's first state-
specific cellulosic ethanol mandate—wiill also spur neanemic development in
renewable biofuels by directing that more of the map®nt each year by Pennsylvanians
on imported fuels stay in the state.

"These bills will position Pennsylvania to emerge as anatieader in the
development and deployment of biofuels, including the gereration alternative
cellulosic ethanol, which promises to be better forenuironment than conventional
fuels.”

PA Farm Bureau President Carl T. Shaffer said, “Thenitnee will help kick-start
Pennsylvania’s struggling biodiesel industry, which has had dlifficompeting with
subsidized biodiesel producers from other states. Renevad$ play a key role in
efforts to reduce our dependence on foreign energy sobieEst, our economy and protect
our environment.

“Higher energy costs are directly affecting the adgbod in grocery stores.
Transportation, processing and packaging costs are big fattagher food bills.
Increased production of biodiesel, ethanol, wind powercdimer alternative sources of
energy will help combat some of those costs in tharéyt concluded Shaffer.

"These mandates will ensure Pennsylvania carries ighivesi helping to make
America more energy independent, will result in our mgrileaner fuel and will make
Pennsylvania a leader in the emerging green energy econsaiy,Rep. Mike Gerber (D-
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Montgomery), prime sponsor of House Bill 1202, said. "Algith fast-rising gas prices,
Pennsylvanians could benefit from affordable, homegrowewahle fuel sources.

"l am particularly proud that Pennsylvania is now the otdtesthat has a
cellulosic-specific mandate and is the first stateepond to the federal legislation passed
in December that calls for greater investment in tadia technologies,” Rep. Gerber
added.

Sen. Robert Tomlinson (R-Bucks), prime sponsor of Sp&easion Senate Bill
22, said, "With rising gas prices and concern for the enviesmnconsumers are
demanding alternatives to oil. These changes will makéutiteeven more effective in
helping consumers to afford alternative fuel vehicles ahdraenewable energy efficient
products.

"Encouraging the use of these fuels will not only helpléan up our environment
but also make us stronger economically to produce ourfosli Sen. Tomlinson added.
"I'm very pleased that the Governor and General Assewinked together to pass this
very important environmental initiative."

Under House Bill 1202, as much as 1 billion gallons of biofudllsbe added to
the state's fuel supply. The law establishes the fatiguor ethanol and biodiesel
production and consumption:

All diesel fuel sold at retail must contain:

e 2 percent biodiesel, once in-state production reaches #6mghllons;

» 5 percent biodiesel, once in-state production reaches 10@mngéallons;

» 10 percent biodiesel, once in-state production reaches 2@fhrgallons; and
» 20 percent biodiesel, once in-state production reaches 4i@gfthrgallons.

All gasoline sold at retail must contain 10 percent eithamce in-state cellulosic
ethanol production reaches 350 million gallons.

In addition, the use of renewable fuels results iigaificant reduction in lifecycle
greenhouse gas emissions compared to the petroleum fuisl digplaced. Biodiesel
reduces greenhouse gas emissions by about 50 percent, whilestekthanol could
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions up to 86 percent, accordiadtést Department of
Energy.

Because of controversy over the environmental and cliofetege impacts of
biofuels, Special Session Senate Bill 22 requires a cdrapsé/e study of the air quality
impacts of biofuels.

Pennsylvania already has an in-state biodiesel produc@jmacity of
approximately 60 million gallons per year. There areeallosic ethanol plants in
Pennsylvania or the United States.

The state's first large-scale ethanol plant—a 100-mi#gallons-per-year
operation—is under construction in Clearfield Countghalgh the production capacity is
based on corn-based ethanol with a promise, in theefuimichange the plant to produce
cellulosic ethanol. Another cellulosic demonstrati@acility is planned for Madison,
Westmoreland County.

Most independent observers believe production capacityhatilineet even the
threshold production triggers in the legislation for mgegrs to come. In addition, the
new federal biofuels mandate adopted at the end of 200iegllre a six-fold increase in
the use of biofuels nationwid€See 12/24/2007 Pa Environment Digest)

"Pennsylvania can be to cellulosic ethanol what corn-babed@ was to lowa
and the Midwest," said Gov. Rendell. "Pennsylvania hasandant supply of cellulosic
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ethanol feedstocks, including switchgrass, woodchips, muhiggste and agricultural
waste. This alternative fuel law ensures that Pennsylami@ers and businesses will fully
realize the benefits of these resources."

Special Session Senate Bill 22 is now Special Sesswo Af 2008 and House Bill
1202 is now Act 78 of 2008.

Link: Federal Biofuels Mandate Will Eclipse Need for State déde
Biofuels Could Nearly Double Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Online Video Features

Upper Mount Bethel Environmental Advisory Council PioneersOsprey Relocation

Working withReliant Energyand local boy scouts, the
Upper Mount Bethel Environmental Advisory Council
in Northampton County, Pa sponsored the first
successful osprey relocation effort in the statdistar
in 2001.

ThisVideo Blog Featurelescribes how the
project got started and the contributions it made to the
propagation of this endangered species across
Pennsylvania and throughout the country.

To find out what other local Environmental Advisory Counaile doing, visit the
PA Environmental Council EAC website

Link: Game Commission Osprey Webpage

On the Hill

On the Senate/House Agenda/Session Schedule

The Senate and House committee meeting schedules anc€Cétendars (such as they are)
are listed here--

Session Schedule

See you in September! The House returns to voting sessiSemiember 15. The Senate
returns to voting session on September 16.

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidlive online.

Calendars/Committees

The Senate and House committee meeting schedulesgtbred and floor Calendars as
they left them for summer recess--
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Calendars

House (September 15):House Bill 934(Scavello-R-Monroe) authorizing counties to
impose up to a $4/ton solid waste management fee to suppairtdogcling, anti-litter
programsHouse Bill 44(Rubley-R-Chester) banning the sale, installation and @nsaf
disposal of mercury thermostat$puse Resolution 54@Eeorge-D-Clearfield) urging
Congress to investigate gas and energy pridésise Resolution 71Hutchinson-R-
Venango) re-establishing the Forestry Task Fdtriceise Resolution 71@eorge-D-
Clearfield) endorsing request for federal funding for R&mrbasin commissions.

Special Session House Bill 1Bennington-R-Mifflin) amends the Alternative
Energy Portfolio Standards Act to provide for increbsse of energy efficiency, extends
the compliance period from 15 to 21 years and provides additinfedtones for the use
of alternative energyspecial Session House Bill {¥Mcllvaine Smith-D-Montgomery)
excluding purchase price of hybrid electric vehicles fromssaihel use taxpecial Session
House Resolution gThomas-D-Philadelphia) designating November 15 as “Pennsglvani
GIS Day” and the week of November 11-17 as “National Ggdgrdwareness Week.”

Senate:All bills on the Calendar were tabled before the sembneak.
Committees

House: The Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee holds arlrepon the Clean and
Green Program.

On the Governor’'s Desk

The following bills were signed into law by Gov. Rendhkit week. There are no other
bills awaiting his action.

Deep Mine Safety:Senate Bill 949Kasunic-D-Somerset) update to the Bituminous Coal
Mine Safety Act was signed into law by the Governor ambig Act 55. (See separate
article)

Great Lakes Compact:House Bill 1705Harkins-D-Erie) adopting the Great Lakes
Compact regulating water withdrawals was signed intoalagvis now Act 43(See
Separate article)

PA Environmental Ed Center: Senate Bill 35§M.White-R-Venango) establishing the
PA Center for Environmental Education in law was signéal law as Act 71.

Water Infrastructure: Senate Bill 1341Musto-D-Luzerne) authorizing a $400 million
bond issue voter referendum for water, wastewater tanchwater projects was signed nto
law as Act 64 andsSenate Bill AEarll-R-Erie) providing $800 million in funding for
drinking water, wastewater, flood protection and high tchdam repair projects was
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signed into law as Act 63. Both are part of ke Fair Share for Clean Water PlafSee
Separate article)

Climate Change Plan:Senate Bill 26§ Erickson-R-Delaware) requiring the development
of a state climate change action plan was signed mta$aAct 70.

Renewable Energy:Special Session House Bill(DePasquale-D-York) that would
provide the Commonwealth Financing Authority with $500 milliodtond funding and
$150 million in General Fund revenues for a variety néveable energy programs was
signed into law as Special Session Actyuse Bill 1202Gerber-D-Montgomery)
establishing a state mandate for biodiesel and celluddlsanol use based on in-state
biofuel production capacity is now Act 78pecial Session Senate Bill fPomlinson-R-
Bucks) providing for biodiesel production incentives of 75 cpatsgallon for three years
($5.3 million annually) and creating a nitrogen tire inflat&ystem grant program was
signed into law as Special Session Act(Zee separate article)

Conservation District Law Update: Senate Bill 102@Wonderling-R-Montgomery)
updating the 1945 Conservation District Law was signed im@BAct 75.(See separate
article)

Capital Budget Bill: House Bill 158YD.Evans-D-Philadelphia) the 2007-08 Capital
Budget itemized project bill was signed into law as Act 41.

Zoning Ordinances: House Bill 1329Kessler-D-Berks) andlouse Bill 1330(Kessler)
further providing for appeals and challenges to zoning ordinameessigned into law this
week. House Bill 1329 is now Act 39 and House Bill 1330 is Act 40.

Legislation Introduced to Regulate Practice of Prescribed Buns

Representatives Mike Hanna (D-Clinton) and Gary HalgBk&ambria) announced this
week they plan to introduce legislation that would regutaescribed burning practices in
Pennsylvania.

Prescribed burning, which is the skilled application & fo existing vegetative
fuels under planned and controlled conditions, is useeldioce hazardous fuel buildups,
maintain and provide wildlife habitats, and control foidiseases and pests.

The legislation would establish standards for the sséeof controlled burning and
establish a training program for prescribed burn manageérpeople under their
supervision.

"Prescribed burning can benefit public safety, especidiignithere are hazardous
amounts of vegetation that can lead to wildfires," Régnna said. "This legislation would
provide an effective tool for land management and hatitservation."

The legislation would also provide for limited liabiliégxposure for people
performing prescribed burns.

Link: Prescribed Fire Helps Restore Oak and Pitch Pine FaneBts
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Other News

Harrisburg Beach Closure Indication of Larger Systemic Polluton Problem

This week Harrisburg Mayor Stephen Reed announced the temptosure of the public
beach at City Island due to elevated E-Coli levels—aelbmen that can cause
gastrointestinal illness if accidentally digested.

The closure is due to a recent water quality test tiet/s E-coli levels exceed
safety standards by 400 percent.

This closure, and the many that are likely to occur thsnser, are indicative of a
much larger problem in the Susquehanna River and in manyrotdaes and streams in
Pennsylvania: excess bacteria and nutrients from humaanamdl fecal matter in our
waterways.

"Urban run-off, wastewater treatment plants and aduicail activities significantly
impact our streams, the Susquehanna River, and ultimbge@hesapeake Bay," said CBF
Pennsylvania Executive Director Matt Ehrhart. "The Goegeland General Assembly have
committed nearly $1.2 billion for improvements to watet amstewater treatment
systems and other infrastructure upgrades. While we applau@d¢hien on this issue,
they missed an opportunity to tackle agricultural pollutiomblincreasing funding to
help farmers reduce pollution from agricultural practices."

With over 86,000 miles of streams and rivers, Pennsylvasidheamost stream
miles of any state in the continental United Statedotiunately nearly 16,000 miles of
those waterways are severely polluted. Excess nitrogeplaysphorus from agricultural
practices, sediment-laden run-off from development, aadaquately treated wastewater
treatment plant discharges are damaging water qualitynvthiei Susquehanna River
watershed.

"The E-coli contamination that we're seeing here irrislaurg is just one of many
indicators that our rivers are out of balance," sadriiCampbell, CBF Pennsylvania
Scientist. "Increases in E-coli levels tend to hapgtar &rge rain events, like the storms
we encountered this past weekend."

When it rains, many older sewage treatment plants cdnamolle the increased
flow of water and are therefore forced to dischargesewage into the river. There are
over 400 of these discharge points along the Susquehannadigeg0 of them are in
Harrisburg.

"Likewise, on farms, any manure near a stream willlh&d into that system by
the rain. If we want healthy rivers and streams to, Bsvim, and recreate in, then we must
equally address both wastewater and agricultural polliggres,” Campbell said.

The health of our waters directly impacts the hedithuo communities. Over 80
percent of all Pennsylvanians get their drinking water frorfase waters — our lakes,
streams and rivers. While the closure of City Islanénsptorary, it should not be
discounted as a temporary inconvenience.

"The problem with E-coli levels after heavy rain eeistthat tests are conducted
only at public beaches and not on the majority of our wateaid Campbell. "So while we
know for certain that the levels at the City Islanddieare above the maximum, we
simply don't know whether our other streams and rivers#fering from bacterial
pollution.”
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Learn more about water quality in local waterways twedChesapeake Bay at the
CBF-Pennsylvania webpage
NewsClip: Stay Out of the Water on Harrisburg Beach

Gov. Rendell Proclaims July as Lake Awareness Month

Department of Environmental Protection Northeast Reg/idimactor Mike Bedrin
represented Gov. Rendell in presenting a proclamatioameglJuly as Lake Awareness
Month in Pennsylvania to organizations active in lake mangosampling and protection
July 8 at Lake Wallenpaupack in Pike County.

The annual lake awareness activities are coordinated By (DE Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources andPthensylvania Lake Management Society

The presentation was made prior to the group going outke Wallenpaupack to
conduct the routine lake monitoring sampling.

The PALMS group and theake Wallenpaupack Watershed Management District
conduct periodic sampling of the lake for a variety ofewafuality and chemical
parameters, including phosphorus, nitrogen, dissolved oxygemnaHplankton. The
watershed management district has been conducting thisttgaenpling for more than 20
years. Regional biologist Sherry Leap is the departirason for PALMS.

A copy of the Governor’s proclamation is available wali

DEP Invites Comments on TMDL for South Branch Plum CreekWatershed

The Department of Environmental Protection this week arselit is accepting
comments on the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Plan $outh Branch Plum Creek
in Indiana County.

Public comments are due September 1 and DEP has scheguilelicaneeting for
July 30 at 6 p.m. at the Grange near Davis, Pa to arggvestions on the plan and accept
comments.

Copies of the TMDL Plan are available B&P’'s TMDL webpage For more
information contact Joe Boyland by sending emaipbmylan@state.pa.us

EPA Seeking Nominations for Water Efficiency Leaders

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is now accepting
‘\ nominations for the008 Water Efficiency Leader Awarts
EPA )

recognize organizations and individuals who demonstrate
outstanding leadership and innovation in water efficiency
WaterSense Nominations are due August 29.
Winners will be chosen by a panel of national water é¢gper
and based on three criteria: leadership, innovation, aterwaved.

"We encourage organizations and individuals who are saving,veakgy and
money for our nation's families and communities to apmiyttie 2008 Water Efficiency
Leader Awards," said Benjamin H. Grumbles, EPA's assiatéministrator for water.
"Together, we are proving innovative technology and envirotahstewardship can help
conserve our country's greatest liquid asset.”
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The Water Efficiency Leader Awards promote a natialengthic of water
efficiency, which is critical to helping our growing emmy and improving our quality of
life.

The importance of water efficiency is also exemgdifbyWaterSensea
partnership program started by EPA in 2006 to educate Amerizesumers on making
smart water choices that save money, water and erenrdymaintain high environmental
standards without compromising performance.

For more information, visit th2008 Water Efficiency Leader Awards webpage

Green Building Alliance Announces Product Innovation Grants New Apps Due

Green Building Alliancehis week announced a total of $140,00@induct Innovation
Grantsfor three projects that seek to develop and introduceameMenhanced green
building products.

A Request for Proposafer the third round of Product Innovation Grants was also
released this week, with final proposals due September 12 dawalt be announced in
December.

This is the second round of Product Innovation Grantsdedasince GBA initiated
its Green Building Product Initiative; a total of temRsgylvania recipients have received
more than half a million dollars. The inaugural roundaints was awarded in December
2007.

Awarded through a competitive selection process, GBAdUR Innovation
Grants will expedite the commercialization of newlding products within the fast
growing green building market. The green building product niaslkestimated to be
worth $30 to $40 billion annually by 2010.

"The green market represents a significant economic apptyrfor Pennsylvania,
which ranks 2nd in the country in the number of LEEDifedt buildings. Our Product
Innovation Grant projects include collaboration betwgewvate sector companies and
university teams located within Pennsylvania," said Rebeara,Ftxecutive Director of
Green Building Alliance.

Three grants were awarded from fourteen proposals extéivthe Green Building
Alliance for the second round of Product Innovation Grarithe recipients were:

e $100,000 for commercialization of an innovative ventiladmenergy recovery unit
that utilizes a patent-pending membrane technologydu allater vapor molecules to
pass freely while blocking other air molecules and pagjc project of Energy Wall,
LLC, and Pennsylvania State University;

e $20,000 proof of concept grant for a modular, reconfigurable, atairsaisle
residential floor & wall system to Drexel Universityyda

» $20,000 proof of concept grant for a responsive daylighting [rategirating phase
change material to Temple University.

"We solicited Product Innovation Grant proposals ilyedanuary from established
Pennsylvania companies looking to develop innovative sustaibaitdiéng products or
green existing product lines or processes, from starteapgylvania companies looking to
enter the green building product marketplace, and from Fkans university
researchers and teams developing innovative green buildidggis and the processes to
produce them," explained Aurora Sharrard, PhD, GBA's&ekéManager and program

25


http://www.epa.gov/watersense
http://www.epa.gov/water/wel
http://www.gbapgh.org/
http://www.pa-greenbuildingproducts.org/
http://www.pa-greenbuildingproducts.org/product_innovation_grants.aspx

PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

manager of the Product Innovation Grants. "We're péggised with the continued interest
in the product grant program and look forward to the third radmstibmissions."

Pennsylvania State University and Drexel University haveived awards in both
rounds of Product Innovation Grants. A total of $181,062 has &e&arded for full
proposals submitted by partnerships including Penn State ar@D$4tas been awarded to
Drexel for two Proof-of-Concept grants. Carnegie Melédniversity, Temple University,
University of Pittsburgh, and Villanova University also @édeen partners on or recipients
of Product Innovation Grants.

Proposals are assessed based on the criteria of grédindbleadership, technical
merit, commercialization plan viability, partnershipaesces, and potential market impact.
Grant award decisions are made at the discretion & @Bthe recommendations of the
Product Innovation Grant Review Committee, which is posed of individuals with a
variety of relevant experience, expertise, and backgrancidding consultants,
manufacturers, investors, economic development stakebpliled academic researchers.
Participation on the Review Committee is kept confint

Funding for GBA's Green Building Products Initiative, undiich the Product
Innovation Grants are awarded, is due in part to theviollp funders: Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Ben Franklin Technology Development Autyiofihe Heinz Endowments;
and the Richard King Mellon Foundation.

For more information, visit theroduct Innovation Grants webpage

Reilly Finishing Discontinues Use of Priority Chemicalsn EPA Partnership

Reilly Finishing Technologie®of Nanticoke, Pa., was recognized this week by U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Regional Administraton&ld S. Welsh for pledging
to eliminate cadmium in their electrolysis nickel plgtprocess.

The president of the company accepted the Nationaldtahip for Environmental
Priorities enrollment plaque at the June 18 National BBusiness Environmental
Assistance and Small Business Ombudsman Conferencerisbidag, Pa.

The NPEP is a voluntary partnership program led by ER#tourage public and
private companies to reduce the use or release of 3dtyGhmemicals.

For more information, visit thelational Partnership for Environmental Priorities

webpage.

Allegheny County, PRC Hold Hard to Recycle Event July 26

TheAllegheny County Health Departmewppliance Warehouse Loop LLCand the
Pennsylvania Resources Couraré sponsoring a Hard to Recycle Collection evetiteat
Mall at Robinsorin Allegheny County on July 26 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The public is encouraged to bring appliances, electronitewdevisions, tires
without rims, ink and toner cartridges and cell phonéerd are fees for recycling some
items.

For more information, visit theRC Events webpagwr contact Sarah Alessio with
questions or to volunteer at 412-431-4449 ext. 236 or send emedltma@ccicenter.org
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West Branch Susquehanna River & Roadway Cleanup Event July 19

Clinton County CleanScapéssued a reminder this week volunteers are needed for the
July 19 West Branch Susquehanna River and Roadway Cleanumgséafarrandsville
Road, Woodward Twp., Clinton County.

Details are available online

Event registration and questions should be sent to CGEdPDirector Elisabeth
Lynch McCoy at 570-893-4123 or by email &dynch@clintoncountypa.com

Adopt-A-Highway Groups Remove Litter From 16,000 Miles of PA Rads

Since early this spring, volunteers from PennDQ@Wspt-A-Highway Progranand other
programs such as tliereat PA Cleanuphave removed litter from 15,978 miles of
Pennsylvania roadways -- 6,000 miles more than for the pan@ last year, according
to PennDOT Secretary Allen D. Biehler, P.E.

"I'm pleased that we have so many groups and individuals ded ittaremoving
litter in Pennsylvania," Secretary Biehler said. "My thatakall those civic-minded
individuals who volunteer their time and efforts to keapradsides clean.”

In addition to its own Adopt-A-Highway Program, PennD&ipports other
cleanup efforts, such as the Great PA Cleanup, theesfnest Route 6 Round-up, and the
Philly Spring Cleanup, which Keep America Beautiful confidnas the largest single-day,
citywide clean-up on record in the United States.

The department provided gloves and vests for the April 5yPRdfing Cleanup,
where 3,600 volunteers cleaned more than 6,000 miles Phitedelphia region.

PennDOT also supported the Route 6 Round-up, May 2 - 3, whelg BBO
volunteers cleaned a combined 103 miles along the highweyng up nearly 400 bags of
litter.

So far this year, more than 92,000 volunteers in nearly 4fffps from
PennDOT's Adopt-A-Highway and other PennDOT sponsored®tene collected more
than 200,000 bags of trash.

Groups interested in adopting a section of highway areueaged to contact their
local PennDOT county maintenance office and ask foAthept-A-Highway coordinator,
or visit theAdopt-A-Highway Program webpage

Link: Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Alliance

DEP to Hold Training on Submitting Air Quality Requests for Determinations Online

The Department of Environmental Protection will hold tinee workshops later this

month on its Internet-base&&quest for Determinati@mpplication system, or

RFD*Online, for industrial representatives, consultant$ @ther interested participants.

The workshops will be held on:

» July 29 - DEP Southwest Regional Office, Waterfroahference Room, 400
Waterfront Drive, Pittsburgh from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; and

» July 30 - DEP Southeast Regional Office, DelawareSaiaylkill Conference
Rooms, 2 East Main Street, Norristown. From 10:00 a.r2:G0 p.m.
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The RFD*Online system allows the owners and operatocerapanies to apply
for air quality plan approval and operating permit requestdétermination via the
Internet.

The Bureau of Air Quality receives approximately 1,000 RFDiegiibns each
year from the owners and operators of industrial souccesquest a determination of
whether their project is exempt from plan approvalmerating permit requirements.

To facilitate and streamline the RFD application sulahgtocess and provide
faster communication between applicants and DEP &Af) launched the RFD*Online
system in May 2007.

Since May 2007, approximately 345 applications have beemnabiffisubmitted
online. The DEP has issued decisions on 320 RFD*Online apptisa

The RFD*Online workshop will include presentations on emgedata into the
system, automatic data validation and error checking, dexcuattachment and note
capabilities, online help, user manual and the submissioegsoc

For more information, contact Jeanette Van Skike eoylsig email to:
jvanskike @state.pa.uer call 717-787-4325.

Persons with a disability who require an auxiliary aigenvice during the
workshops should contact Ms. Van Skike at 717-787-4325, or throadPetimsylvania
AT&T Relay Service at 800-654-5984 (TDD users).

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Announces Tree Tender Wikkshops

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Sociewill lead hands-ofiree Tender Workshoythis
fall in Delaware, Chester and Philadelphia counties to tesidents take an important step
in impacting the environment in their communities.

The free, nine-hour training includes tree identificationpprglanting and
maintenance technigues and a lesson in community orgariggstration is required.
The training will be held:

» September 10, 17 & 24 in Delaware County -- 6-9 p.m. Wednss&ayingfield
Township Municipal Building, 50 Powell Rd., Springfield;

» September 25, October 2 & 7 in Chester County -- 6-9 p.orsT,h Valley Forge
Christian College 1401 Charlestown Rd., Phoenixville; and

* Octoberl5, 22 & 29 in Philadelphia County -- 5:45-8:45 p.m. Wathys, , PHS, 100
North 20th St., 5th Fl., Philadelphia.

Since 1993, PHS’ Tree Tenders program has trained mor@0a0 community
volunteers from 150 neighborhoods in Southeast Pennsylvania.

Tree Tenders help to support theseVitalize prograndesigned by Pennsylvania’s
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, wotkimgrease tree cover and the
benefits trees offer.

Trees not only improve air quality, but studies show greerangserve as an
economic stimulus tool and raise nearby property valueplyg 30 percent. Properly
placed trees help to moderate indoor/outdoor temperaamegs;an reduce energy costs,
noise pollution and crime rates among many other envirotaheocial and health
benefits.

Although individuals are welcome in this free training progrgroups of three or
more neighbors who complete the training can beconaetare Tree Tender group and
receive tools and special opportunities/resources for ptatrees in public spaces.
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To register, call Dawn Waters, 215-988-8810 or register onhrtb@l ree Tender
Workshops webpage

For more information about the Tree Tenders programtaco Barbara Van Clief,
215-988-8793 or send email tozanclief@pennhort.orgor Mindy Maslin, 215-988-8844
or send email tonmaslin@pennhort.org

23rd Annual Middle Creek Wildlife Art Show Set For August 1-3

The Game Commissiontdiddle Creek Wildlife
Management Arewisitor center will feature
hundreds of original paintings and fine-art prints
from some of the best-known wildlife artists in the
state during its annual Wildlife Art Show from ?
August 1-3. ‘
The show is free, and the hours are: Fridays

a.m.-5 p.m.
In addition to the artists' sales, the show wileoffickets for $2 each or three for $5

to win a selection of artwork in a drawing that willtedd at 4 p.m. on August 3. Proceeds

from the drawing will benefit The Wildlands PresematFund land acquisition program.

"Buying chances in the drawing provides you with a chancensamething
really special for your home or business, and you dow t@abe present to win," said
Carl G. Roe, Game Commission executive directort'dsigmportant is that contribution
you'll be making to help buy important wildlife habitatdugh the Wildlands Preservation
Fund. It's a great opportunity for any wildlife enthusiasb appreciates art."”

The Game Commission's Middle Creek Wildlife Managemeat Visitor Center
is along Hopeland Road, two miles south of Kleinfeltélesviebanon County.

The Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area is a specadt owned and set aside
by the Game Commission for the protection, propagationagement, preservation and
controlled harvest of wildlife. This area of morenttg000 acres provides habitat for
waterfowl, forest wildlife and farmland wildlife and indes a 400-acre shallow water lake
and a 70-acre impoundment.

Visitors to the wildlife area can see a variety oftifie, including bald eagles, and
from late February to late March can be fortunateitoess and photograph the flocks of
beautiful snow geese and tundra swans that stop in Pennsydvaimg migration.

Contact the Middle Creek Visitor's Center at 717-733-151#nfime information.

Fifth Avenue Place Encourages Pittsburghers to Get Outdooduly 17-18

On July 17 and 18, Pittsburghers can learn how to enjasbBigh's great, big backyard
during the Get Outdoors event in the lobby-offh Avenue Place

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., leading outdoor and environmental greiligge gathered
in Fifth Avenue Place to showcase ways that Pittsbusgtan play outdoors this summer.
Kayak PittsburghtheRachel Carson Homestead Associgtdanture OutdoordValls
Are Badand other organizations will be on hand to educate Pittstnsrgheut a variety of
activities such as urban bike tours, riverfront wakkegjaking, community gardening and
lunchtime fishing.
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The Get Outdoors event is part of Fifth Avenue PsaET HINK/refocus
/reSOLVE environmental leadership campaign to encourageduodls to rethink their
practices, refocus on their environment and resolvessetetheir impact.

In April, Fifth Avenue Place hosted an Earth Day to Arbay event collecting
more than 900 recyclable or reusable items. Fifth AvetaseRs also planning a health
and beauty products event in September, as well asabedsannual Environmental
Leadership Days in December.

Fifth Avenue Place is committed to sustainable, e@ndlly and green principles,
which include the use of compact fluorescent light bullvergcling program for bottles,
cans and paper; and the use of environmentally-friendlyerGseal certified cleaning and
paper products.

For more information, go to thefth Avenue Place website

Ashley Walter to Lead Invasive Species Efforts in Pennsylvaai

Ashley Walter, a Purdue University graduate and nationadistd in invasive species
management, has been named Pennsylvania's new invasive specginator, said
Agriculture Secretary Dennis Wolff this week.

Walter will work closely with thé’ennsylvania Invasive Species Couiand local,
state and federal agencies to develop and implement ati\effand and water invasive
species management program for the Commonwealth.

"Invasive species are a major threat to Pennsylvania's/eisdy and economy,
and Ashley Walter is uniquely prepared to address invasive sjgsties across the
commonwealth," said Secretary Wolff. "With her exteagxperience battling invasive
species through public outreach and field work, Ashley wilalstrong leader in helping to
control the movement of invasive species throughout themarotecting natural
resources, public health and the economy."”

Walter graduated from Purdue University with Bachelor andidia Science
degrees in entomology. While a student, Walter was atethgpeaker at the U.S.
Agriculture Department Interagency Research Forum oasiwe Species and
Entomological Society of America meeting. Walteogbarticipated in numerous public
outreach events to provide hands-on experience with etagsnto youth and promote
awareness about invasive species like Emerald Ash Borgaryasive beetle that destroys
ash trees.

The Pennsylvania Invasive Species Council was formed in 2004 \byReadell to
minimize the harmful ecological, economic and hurhaalth impacts of invasive species
through the prevention and management of their introduyatxpansion and dispersal into,
within and from Pennsylvania.

Secretary Wolff chairs the Council, which includes leadeom the Departments
of Conservation of Natural Resources, Environmentaetioin and Transportation. Other
members include the Fish and Boat and Game CommissienSefhartment of Health,
agriculture and natural resource organizations and educaitigtiiltions conducting
invasive species research and outreach.

For more information, visit thEennsylvania Invasive Species Council webpage
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Help Wanted: LandStudies Seeking Environmental Scientist

LandStudies Incis seeking an entry level Environmental Scientistsriititz, Pa office to
assist in multidisciplinary work focusing on stream armdlands restoration, water quality
improvement, environmental planning, municipal water regomanagement,
environmental credits assessment, stormwater manageandrngndscape design and
installation.

Field work may include environmental monitoring, surveying, @mrmental
restoration construction, and landscape planting.c®ffiork may include data
management, data analysis, and report writing.

A Bachelor’s degree is required in Biology, Environmentaé&ce/Biology,
Environmental or Urban Planning, Ecology, Natural Resouvtaasagement, or
Environmental Engineering. Computer skills required includewsd, Excel, and
PowerPoint. CADD or GIS experience a plus. Abilitystork on multiple projects and in
multiple disciplines a requirement. Field work as vaslloffice work is required.

Send applications to LandStudies, Inc., Attn: Tia Sleae#15 North Street, Lititz,
PA 17543 or by email tdia@landstudies.com

Grants & Awards

This section gives you a heads up on upcoming deadlines fds grahfinancial
assistance as well as nominations for awards and i@begnition programsNEW means
from last week—

* June 30—DEP Energy Use Reduction Grants

* June 30—Dept. of Agriculture Healthy Farms, Healthy Schoolsr&sa

* June 30—DCNR Wild Resources Conservation Grants

* June 30—Appalachian Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency Grants
 RC&D Grants for Improving Livestock Operations

e July 7— DEP Coastal Zone Land Acquisition Grant Proposal

* July 18— DEP Composting Infrastructure Development Grants

* August 1—NFWEF Delaware Estuary Watershed Grants Program

* August 1—NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Grant

* August 4—Start Submitting REAP Farm Conservation Tax Credit Ajgions
* August 29—DEP Local Government Greenhouse Gas Reduction Grants
* August 29—NEW. EPA Water Efficiency Leaders Awards

» First Come, First Served- DEP $500 Hybrid Electric Vehicle Rebate

» September 9—EPA Water Quality Trading Funding Proposals

* September 12—NEW. Green Building Alliance Product Innovation Grants
» September 20—Fish & Boat Commission Boating Facilities Grants

» September 24—Coca-Cola, NRC Recycling Bin Grants

* October 15—PPL Project Earth Environmental Education Grants

» QOctober 31—PA Resources Council Lens On Litter Photo Contest

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page
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Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpms around the state

Interns Work at Todd Nature Reserve in Buffalo Twp.
Lyme Disease Again on the Rise in Area

Fox Chapel Residents to Vote on Proposal to Lower Bepulation
Op-Ed: Mid-Atlantic Natural Gas Offers Threat, Promise
Energy Companies Leasing Land for Natural Gas

Suits Against Gas Drilling Get Ally

Volunteers Sought for Bird Watching

Game Commission Targets Birding Enthusiasts

Canoe Creek State Park Is For The Bats

Elk Populations is Thriving in PA

For Appalachian Trail Hikers, Free 3-Day Buffet Is TMaqgic
Editorial: Pittsburgh’s Urban Forest Deserves Best Care
PA Firefighters Tackle California Blaze

Philadelphia Region Braces for Energy Rate Hikes
LIHEAP Program Catching Flack for Unused Cash
Editorial: Government Action to Cut Gas Prices Armitéd
PA Passes Climate Change Bill - PEC

Editorial: Carbon Sequestration Challenges

Vitali, Erickson Push Through Climate Bill

Groups Unite to Fight Natural Gas Drilling

Can't Beat Corn Costs, Grow Your Own

Biofuels Sweet Smell of Success

Editorial: Rather Than Coal, Best Energy Bet is Solar
Op-Ed: Taxpayers Shouldn’'t Have to Back N-Power
PWIA Sponsors Green Energy Contest

Recycling in the City Just Got Easier

Philadelphia Recycling Is All Single Stream

Philadelphia Exploring New Trash Fee System
Solar-Powered Trash Units Get Trial Run in Philadelphia
Editorial: Pay As You Throw?

State College and Centre County Get Green EducatiorigGran
Easton Revitalization Project Will Have Ecologicalgd
Seeing Green in the Future

Easton Environmental Panel Gets Down to Work
Schuylkill Conservancy Safequards Nature

Southwest Pollution Forecasts to be Split

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr&ennsylvania.
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Survival of Native Brook Trout

Volunteers Work to Save Waterfowl

Mine Reclamation Project Called a Succf3aline Video)
Kidder EAC Discusses Stormwater Management, Educationcatioh
Water Cleanup Could Drain Budgets

Budget Contains Funding for Sewer Plant Upgrades

State Funding for Sewer Upgrade Great News

State Budget Breakdown on Chesapeake Bay, Farm Funding
Editorial: Do Elected Leaders Feel Sewer Cost Crisis?

Some Say Pittsburgh Water Authority Soaking the Ratepayer
Editorial: Consider Removing Dam

Allegheny River Islands Remain Protected

Wabash Creek Dredging Likely to Cost $168,000

Green Roof Project in State College Gets State’s Stippo
Pymatuning State Park Carp Soon Going Low-Carb

Regulations

The Public Utility Commission published@ntative ordeon the Alternative Energy
Portfolio Standards Interconnection applications.

Pennsylvania Bulletin — July 12, 2008

Comment DeadlinesTechnical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Requlations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

No new policies were published this week.

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to otitiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise ndtéd/V indicates new from last week.
Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

« NEW. Revised Schedule of meetings for DEP Solid Waste AdviSommittee,
Recycling Fund Advisory Committee
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July 15—House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee hearinglenClean and
Green Program. G-50 Irvis Building. 1:00.

July 15—CANCELLED. Environmental Quality Boarmeeting. Next scheduled
meeting is August 19.

July 16—NEW. Delaware River Basin Commission meetirdyest Trenton, NJ.
July 17—DCNR Snowmobile and ATV Advisory Committ@aseeting. Room 105
Rachel Carson Building. 9:00.

July 22—Governor’s Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Foreeting. Room 105
Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

July 22—House Tourism and Recreational Development Committaerigeon
lifeguards at State Parks. Room 140. 1:00.

July 22—DEP Water Resource Advisory Committaeeting. Room 105 Rachel
Carson Building. 1:00.

July 24—DEP Mining and Reclamation Advisory Boaméeting. DEP Pottsville
Office, 5 West Laurel Blvd., Pottsville. 1:00.

July 24—CANCELLED. DEP Air Quality Technical Advisory Committaaeeting.
Next scheduled meeting is September 18.

August 7—Governor’s Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Foeeting. Room
105 Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

August 7—NEW. DEP Solar Work Group meeting. Second Floor AuditoriuagHel
Carson Building, Harrisburg. 10:00. Contact: Libby Dodson, 7178BI¥ or send
email to:l[dodson@state.pa.us

September 3—Governor’s Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Foeeting.
Room 105 Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

September 4—NEW. DEP Solar Work Group meeting. Second Floor Auditorium,
Rachel Carson Building, Harrisburg. 10:00. Contact: Libbg$on, 717-772-8907 or
send email tododson@state.pa.us

September 18—Joint Conservation Committee Sewage Management ardmeat
Task Force. Penn Stater Conference Center, Staeg€010:00.

September 23—Governor’s Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Foreeting.
Room 105 Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

DEP Calendar of Events

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar

(courtesy PA Center for Environmental Education)

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidlive online.

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitt/e actions téA
Environment Digest - DHess@CrisciAssociates.coor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com
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PA Environment Digest is edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Crisci Associates and the public. Crisci AssociatesHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Crisci Assagacall 717-234-1716. All rights
reserved.

Supporting Member PA Outdoor Writers Assn./PA Trout Unlimited

PA Environment Digest is a supporting member of tRennsylvania Outdoor Writers
Association Pennsylvania Trout Unlimitednd theDoc Fritchey Chapter Trout Unlimited
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