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PA Environment Digest Video Blog

York Town Meeting on Funding Farm BMPs Attacts Nearly 50 Paricipants

Nearly 50 people came to the Chesapeakg
Bay Foundation’s town hall meeting in Yor
to discuss how Pennsylvania can encourag
farmers to install best management practic
on farms through the proposBésource

Enhancement and Protection Act (REAP).

So far over 200 people have attend
local town meetings sponsored by the Bayj#
Foundation to educate farmers, watershedg
groups and other interested citizens on this
important issue. —

Also attending and giving remarks were Sen. Mike Waugh ¢R<)Y a sponsor of
the legislation, Rep. Ron Miller (R-York), York Countp@missioner Doug Kilgore (D)
and Gary Swan, PA Farm Bureau.

This year Pennsylvania’s legislators have an historic oppitytto reduce
pollution, protect the Commonwealth’s waterways anchgtieen our economy by giving
farmers better tools to reduce nutrient and sedimentfruno

REAP, a bipartisan initiative introduced firsttasuse Bill 100by Rep. Stern (R-
Blair) and Rep. Daley (D-Washington) and as Senate Bill 69y Brubaker (R-
Lancaster), Sen. O'Pake (D-Berks) and Sen. Mike Waughd(iR), would give farmers
tax credits of up to 75 percent of the cost of installing besagement practices like
forested stream buffer, stream fencing and other measures

Video Blog: Rep. Stern Talks About Challenges Faced by Farmers, REAP

"l applaud the REAP initiative because it will be a bériefboth farmers and the
environment,” said Vice Chairman of the Senate Agricaland Rural Affairs Committee,
Sen. Mike Waugh.

Pennsylvania has over 13,400 miles of rivers and streamdamot meet water
quality standards and REAP is another tool that can heéieepollution going into these
streams and help the Commonwealth meets its committmefganing up the Chesapeake
Bay.

Visit the Resource Enhancement and Protection Act (REAP) weldfpagaore
information.

Video Blog: Sen. Waugh Talks About REAP and Challenging Budget Year

Video Blog: Rep. Miller Talks About the Need Farmers Have for Suippor

Video Blog: Com. Kilgore Talks About How REAP is Part of the Saluati



http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/
http://www.cbf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=state_sub_pa_campaigns
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0100
http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/2006/10/rep-stern-on-reap-proposal.html
http://www.cbf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=state_sub_pa_campaigns
http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/2007/03/sen_30.html
http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/2007/03/farm-bureaus-gary-swann-on-farm.html
http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/2007/03/commissioner-doug-kilgore-encourages.html
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Video Blog: Farmer Ron Wood Encourages Farm Conservation
NewsClips:Bill Promises Cleaner Water
Strong Support for Proposal to Help Farmers Improve Waterwa
REAP Gathers Momentum
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Session Schedule

The Senate and House return to voting session April 16.

PA Environment Digest Video Blog
* John Quimby Receves CBF Educator of the Year Award

Online Training
* New Penn State Extension Online Pond, Lake Managemess Bé&gins April 4

On the Hill

* On the Senate/House Agenda/Bills Moving/Bills Introduced

* Senate Committee Reports Nomination of McGinty as&ary of DEP

* Senate Passes PA Center for Environmental Educatibn Bil

* Rendell Oil Tax Has Unintended Impacts on Renewable HDelmestic Energy
* Sen. Brubaker Introduces Senate Bill to Improve Farnms@wation Practices

» Conservation Districts Hold Capitol Lobby Day, Recogréssn. Wenger

* Environmental Synopsis Online, Joint Conservation Coramifnnual Report

Other News

» Conservation Districts Recognize Farmers Working to Br@besapeake Bay
* Proposed Federal Bill Would Increase Funding for Farms€ovation

» Grants Announced for Innovative Mine Drainage TreatmenjieBts

» Get Early-Bird Rates for PA’s Volunteer Water MonitgyiSummit

* PA Water Works Association Annual Conference April 24-2HA@anshey

» Erie Source Water Protection Workshop to Be Held April 12

* What Do Exceptional Value, High Quality Stream Clasatibns Mean?

* Presentation on Fish Enhancement Structures Set fdrl&pn Harrisburg

* Anglers Encouraged to Follow Guidelines for Eating Trougy Catch

* Wildlands Conservancy Seeks Nominees for Friend of thegheRiver Award
* New Forest Education Program Geared Toward Young Students

* First Falcon Egg Arrives in Harrisburg, More to Followd\Wope)

* DEP Accepting Composting Infrastructure Development Ghaplications

» Schools Invited to Enroll as Litter-Free School ZonesgRam

* Lower Susquehanna River Sweep Cleanup Set for June 2-3

* What Are You Doing for Earth Day in April? Here ArerSe Suggestions
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http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/2007/03/farmer-rob-wood-supports-reap-proposal.html
http://www.ydr.com/newsfull/ci_5546298
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/local/ci_5548289
http://www.lancasterfarming.com/node/501
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/pages/professionalservices
http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/
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e Studies Identify Troubled Communities Statewide, Make Recemadiations
* Deadline Extended to Apply for Low-Income Home Energgidtance

* PA Biomass Working Group to Hold First Meeting April 16-17

» Heffner Appointed Director of DEP's Policy Office

Spotlight
* Nation’s New Thirst for Ethanol Could Leave Chesapeake\B#&h HangoverBy
Karl Blankenship, The Chesapeake Bay Journal

Environmental Heritage
e« Three Mile Island, March 28, 1979 at 3:53 A.M.

Feature
* Game Commission Issues Springtime Alert: Do Not Distusbing Wildlife

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

Video Blog

John Quimby Receves CBF Educator of the Year Award

John Quimby, the adult leader Bfpedition
Susguehannaeceived the 2006 Chesapeake Bay
Foundation’s Environmental Educator of the Year
Award during a special ceremony on March 24.

The award was presented by Don Baugh, Vice
President of Environmental Education for the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

Brett Pifer, a Future Farmers of America
member from Bradford County and other students who
were part of Expedition Susquehanna, talked about the
role John Quimby played on the trip and its value to them

A retired entomologist, Quimby uses his knowledge of naackthe river to teach
students about river and forest ecology in classesrgrsdthiroughout Pennsylvania.

Expedition Susquehanna included 11 high school students, all meeailibe
Future Farmers of America, as they made a 30 day trip dosvBusquehanna River from
the river’s origin at Cooperstown, NY to the Chesapdzke

Along the way, students stopped to learn about how mine draamagagricultural
runoff affects the river, the lifecycle of the rdrellbender salamander and the flora and
fauna in around the Susquehanna.

The ceremony also included a preview of the upcoming WVIA ke&iBarre
documentary on the Expedition that will aired on WVLIArsng April 18.

Video Blog: John Quimby Issues Challenge on Environmental Education

Video Blog: Don Baugh Talks About Why Quimby Received the Award

Video Blog: Brett Pifer Talks About Quimby’s Role and What He Ledrne



http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/events/?varQueryType=Calendar
http://www.cbf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=exp_sub_expeditions_susquehanna&JServSessionIdr004=c3d27blhz2.app24a
http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/2007/03/cbf-award-winner-issues-challenge.html
http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/2007/03/cbf-names-environmental-educator-of.html
http://paenvirodigestvideo.blogspot.com/2007/03/student-brett-pifer-talks-about.html
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Online Training

New Penn State Extension Online Pond, Lake Management ClaBegins April 4

In response to the ever-increasing number of phoneasall@mails asking for assistance
with pond and lake management, the Penn State Cooperatessidon Service has created
a 12-weelonline pond management course

This course is divided into six chapters focusing on commod ptanagement
concepts. Participants access online resources andtfilorksheets which are returned to
the course instructors for feedback.

The class begins April 4 and continues into June.

Download an online brochufer more information.

On the Hill

On the Senate/House Agenda/Bills Introduced
The Senate and House will return to session April 16,p#Xoe committee meetings...
Senate

Committees:the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee holds savef its Listening
Sessions in Pittsburgh, Waymart and Lebanon;

Other Meetings: the Independent Regulatory Review Commission meets sdssrEQB
Final New Source Review Air Quality Regulation.

Senate/House Bills Moving

These environmental bills moved in the Senate last wébk.House was not in voting
session, but the Tourism and Recreational Developmentr@ter did move legislation...

PA Environmental Ed Center: Senate Bill 35§MJ.White-R-Venango) establishing the
PA Center for Environmental Education in statute wasezhby the Senate and now
moves to the House for consideration.

PEMA Director: Senate Bill 631Baker-R-Luzerne) requiring Senate confirmation of the
director of the PA Emergency Management Agency was gdssthe Senate and sent to
the House for consideration.

Air Quality Plans: Senate Bill 35§MJ.White-R-Venango) requiring additional public
review of Air Quality State Implementation Plans aneélit publication on the Internet was
amended and reported from Senate Appropriations and passed3sngte. It will now
be sent to the House for its action.



http://bedford.extension.psu.edu/pond/pondcourse.htm
http://bedford.extension.psu.edu/pond/pondcourse.htm
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0356
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0637
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0355
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Historic Preservation Grants: House Bill 221(Tangretti-D-Westmoreland) establishing a
Historic Preservation Incentive Grant Program wasral®eé with a technical change and
reported from the House Tourism and Recreational Devedop@ommittee.

Overnight Accomodations:House Resolutin 16¢Haluska-D-Cambria) directing the
Tourism and Recreational Development Committee to mat@mmendations on
overnight facilities at State Parks was reported fieenHouse Tourism and Recreational
Development Committee.

Bills Introduced
Several more environmental bills were introduced this wieete's the rundown...

Landowner Liability: Senate Bill 49{Robbins-R-Mercer) encouraging landowners to
make land and water areas available for public recredpamnposes.

Building Energy Standards: Senate Bill 674Pippy-R-Allegheny) requiring certain
buildings that receive state funding to Energy Starragid performance building
standards.

Geographic Center:Senate Bill 695Greenleaf-R-Montgomery) requiring the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources toHadeographic center of the
Commonwealth.

Farm Conservation: House Bill 100(Stern-R, Daley-D) establishing a tax credit program
to farmers for installation of best management prestic

Historic Preservation Grants: House Bill 943(Frankel-D-Allegheny) establishing a
Historic Preservation Grant Program.

Senate Committee Reports Nomination of McGinty as Secretary &iEP

The Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committee
held a hearing this week on the nomination of Kathlee vty
as Secretary for Environmental Protection and unanimously
reported her nomination to the full Senate.

The Committee is chaired by Sen. Mary Jo White (R-
Venango) and Sen. Ray Musto (D-Luzerne).

Secretary McGinty was asked a number of questions
before the Committee voted on her nomination, including:

Landfill Moratorium: In response to a question from Sen. White on wheth& DE
supported a moratorium on issuing new or expanded lapdfithits, Secretary McGinty
said she thought the agency has “all the appropriate totiseds to deal effectively with
regulating landfills, noting her agency had approved sommaitseand rejected others
based on their potential harms and benfits.


http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0221
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0164
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0497
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0672
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0695
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0100
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0943
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Mine Safety Legislation: Sen. Musto expressed his support for updating mine safety
legislation saying he was glad to see representativ@e workers and the coal industry
working together on the proposal, but asked when DEP woutgitlacomments on the
proposal. Secretary McGinty said they were stilesabweeks away from completing a
review, but thought its review would be finished by mid-April.

Updating mine safety legislation was one of the recendations resulting from
the investigations surrounding theiecreek Mine Rescula 2002.

Water Resources PlanningSecretary McGinty told Sen. Musto she thought the agenc
would meet the March 2008 deadline to completgagewide water resources pas
required by Act 220, including what she called some very sogdtisd hydrogeologic
tools.

COALs Program: Sen. Rhoades (R-Schuylkill) received assurances fenreary
McGinty that theCOALs Progranthat promotes community action to combat dumping
and littering in rural areas will continue and be expanded.

Scientific Capacity: Sen. Erickson (R-Delaware) asked if DEP had the stieeekpertise
it needed to develop regulations based on the latest scahding the recent experience
with DEP’s proposed mercury rule indicated it was noeaeihg to the latest body of
knowledge available on the topic, but rather picked onlypthrgon it liked to justify the
rule. Secretary McGinty differed with the Senatayisg she thought they had looked at
the science as part of developing the rule and that RERHe scientific staff it needed to
make decisions.

Recommendation on PUC Chairman:Sen. White asked if Secretary McGinty had ever
made a recommendation to Gov. Rendell that Public y@liairman Wendell Holland
not be reappointed based on his comments on DEP’s ppwseury rule. Secretary
McGinty noted Holland voted for the rulaf{er expressing concerns a both the proposed
and final stages) and said she could not comment further on persorswedsswithout the
permission of the Governor.

When asked if she intended to serve the entire fourtgea, Secretary McGinty
said that was her intention, although she does gehgpbries from time to time.

Online video of the hearing available on the Committee’s webpage

Secretary McGinty’'®pening statement is available online

Senate Passes PA Center for Environmental Education Bill

Senate Bill 356(MJWhite-R-Venango), that would establish the Pennsylvania Center for

Pennsylvania Center for Environmental Educatiostate law, Environmental Education

s

was passed unanimously by the full Senate this week antbsent
the House for consideration. ’
The Pennsylvania Center for Environmental Education is a
statewide environmental education resource for state &genci S
county conservation districts, educators and nonprofit
organizations based at Slippery Rock University in Butleur@yp Service . Education 4 Research
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http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/minres/dms/website/accidents/quecreek
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermgt/wc/act220/default.htm
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http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=5429&SubjectID=
http://www.senatormjwhite.com/environmental.html
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The PCEE was established 10 years ago by Executive OraewIdee's
legislation would amend the Environmental Education A&dtablish the PCEE in statute,
strengthening its status among state programs and ensuringtatole=funding.

"The PCEE is an important teaching aid. It generatesnwedhtories research
related to environmental education, maintains an Intdrased environmental resources
network, and provides training and education opportunities foraéohscand citizens,"
said Sen. White, who chairs the Senate EnvironmentadlRees and Energy Committee.
"Given that the state has set environment and ecologigwum standards that students
must meet in kindergarten through grade 12, the PCEE shoalddé& count on stable
support.”

Senate Bill 356 would establish a PCEE governing boardyiegst remains
focused on environmental education issues, said Sen. White.

"Slippery Rock University has done a great job with thenBglvania Center for
Environmental Education. It is truly a statewide resourgking learning tools available
to teachers, home-school parents and students via gradhtand newsletters. Senate Bill
356 would make certain that this information continuesetavailable," said Sen. White,
who worked closely with Gov. Rendell to ensure he would suppemeasure.

The bill now moves to the House for consideration.

NewsClip: Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education Seeks Firtre Educator

Rendell Oil Tax Has Unintended Impacts on Renewable Fisge Domestic Energy

The Senate Transportation Committee this week heaichtest that Gov. Rendell’s
proposed oil company profits tax may have unintended, negatpacts on the
development of renewable fuels and domestic oil and raasadevelopment in
Pennsylvania.

John Kulik PA Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Assotiaaid the
draft legislation includes “wholesale distributors” whighuld capture hundreds of small
and medium-sized businesses in the state and all treirdss profits, not just profits
related to the sale of petroleum products.

Kulik noted an unintended consequence of the proposal woutdtbe the very
distributors Gov. Rendell is counting on to make significavstments in facilities to
distribute renewable fuels, including biodiesel and gasclmtaining ethanol. Taking
millions of dollars away from the distributors would\vedittle room for investing in the
infrastructure that would make renewable fuels viable irstate.

Gasoline supplies may also be an issue in some @iréaes state, in particular the
Southwest, because environmental regulations requpecddas blend of gasoline there. If
it becomes more expensive generally to ship product into Aean& because of this new
tax, there could be supply issues as refiners ship prodsiztes where it is cheaper to do
business.

Stephen Rhoag¢President of the PA Oil and Gas Association, sadotibposal
would also cover the hundreds of small oil and naturapgagucers in the state and take
up to $99 million away from rural areas to fund mass iréamshe more urban areas
creating a new battle ground between urban and rural Pennsylvani



http://www.pawatersheds.org/WWeekly/issue.asp?ID=341#schuylkill
http://209.99.68.136/www/pa/library/2007/20070327TU.pdf
http://209.99.68.136/www/pa/library/2007/20070327TT.pdf
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Rhoads also noted the proposed tax would not be a stabEef income for
mass transit because revenues and profits are tiedyeri@easure to the price of oil and
natural gas, both of which have fluctuated significaotigr the last 10 years.

Rhoads said another unintended consequence of the tapsaremuld be to
decrease investment in developing Pennsylvania and domesty soeplies at a time
Gov. Rendell and others are promoting homegrown enesgyirees.

Acting Revenue Secretary Thomas Wolf appeared befer€dimmittee to defend
the tax, but said clearly the state cannot just tax ibgpapanies legally, but had to pick
an industry sector involved in the sale of vehicle fuehtimg oil and propane, whether
they drill for it, refine it or deliver it.

In response to questions about companies leaving Pennsylvdrgasuoiine prices
increasing, Acting Secretary Wolf said he thought thereldvbe some increase in prices,
but the market would work to correct any temporary increases.

Sen. Madigan (R-Bradford), Republican Chair of the Cotemjtconcluded the
hearing by saying, “We have a major problem because this being sold by the
Governor as a tax on big oil companies when it’s regdliyg to hit producers and
distributors.”

NewsClips: Rendell's Proposed Oil Tax Debated

Senators Warned About Impact of Rendell’'s Qil Tax

Sen. Brubaker Introduces Senate Bill to Improve Farm Consesation

In a continued effort to balance the needs of farmwtsthe
responsibility to protect the environment, Sen. Mike Brub@Re
Lancaster) has introduced Senate Bill 690, which will protecte
credits to those who invest in proven conservationtjoes:

The bill is co-sponsored by Sen. Mike O’Pake (D-Berksl) a
Sen. Mike Waugh (R-York) and was introduced first intoeise as
House Bill 100by Rep. Jerry Stern (R-Blair), Rep. Peter Daley (D
Washington) and Rep. Art Hershey (R-Chester).

“Farmers across the Commonwealth face the challemiges ;
complying with changes to nutrient and sediment managepnactices on a daily basis,
which often means upgrading their equipment and the waiich they do business,”
Sen. Brubaker said. “However, they need the right tadsfunding to be able to make
improvements and still maintain viable businesses.”

ThePennsylvania Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAR)rédi
Programwill provide transferable tax credits for installing peovand cost-effective best
management practices to reduce pollution and sedimeniagdom farms. These
practices include improvements to barnyards, pasturesgarthn corridors, development
and implementation of nutrient management plans, retiediof legacy sediments and
other approved practices.

Tax credits will be available for personal and corpmmacome tax, the Capital
Stock and Franchise Tax, and Sales and Use Tax. Qdaglicants will receive a tax
credit of 25 percent to 75 percent of the project cogteniding on the practice
implemented. Other elements of the program providetéatredits may be sold to other
entities and for business or individual sponsorship of @&prajstalled by a landowner.
Tax credits may be carried over for a maximum of 1%s/ea
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“Tax credits are already being used to encourage the geowltiprogress of
business in other industries with success, so it medese to extend their use to the
agriculture industry as well,” Sen. Brubaker said.

Sen. Brubaker also indicated that the tax creditshetiiefit not only farmers, but
the environment and ultimately every citizen in the @amwealth and the Chesapeake
Bay watershed as well.

“Under the 2000 Chesapeake Bay Agreement, Pennsylvania aoihéhnestates
that are part of the Agreement must reduce nutrient ahichset pollution going to the
Chesapeake Bay by more than 38 million pounds by 2010,” Sen.krudesd. “This will
go a long way to cleaning up the watershed and to move thefBthe U.S. Clean Water
Act’s list of impaired waters.”

“REAP provides an outstanding opportunity to improve water tyuatid address
the needs of Pennsylvania producers,” said Matt EhrharExXeautive Director for the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation. “This proposal already has lmipadijsan legislative
support, as well as the endorsement of the agriculgpatismen, and environmental
communities.”

“The creation of the REAP program would be a win-gitaation for farmers and
the environment, and | plan to continue looking for othervatige ways that we can
provide these types of benefits to the Commonwealthy? Beubaker added.

The REAP legislation was introduced by former Sen. N&alnger, whose district
Brubaker now represents, in 2006.

For more information, visiEen. Brubaker’'s website

NewsClips:Bill Promises Cleaner Water

Strong Support for Proposal to Help Farmers Improve Waterwa

Conservation Districts Hold Capitol Lobby Day, Recognize Sen. Weer

ThePennsylvania Association of Conservation Distriwetd aCapitol Daywhere over
200 participants discussed the need to obtain consistestu#fimient funding for
conservation district activities and staff, amendmaentse Conservation District Law, and
landowner liability legislation.

PACD also announced former Sen. Noah W. Wenger was rizedgs the
recipient of the2006 PACD Legislator Recognition AwardPACD presents this award to
a legislator whose outstanding efforts have helpedduttie activities and
accomplishments of the PACD or Pennsylvania's 66 coumtyervation districts.

“These issues are vital to Pennsylvania’s Conservatiamnidss” said Victor
Cappucci, President of the PACD. “We spoke with our @isein the PA General
Assembly explaining the importance of these legigaiitiatives.”

Susan Marquart, Executive Director of PACD, added, “Tleadomf our Capitol
Day luncheon is to bring forth ideas and generateusigbm for our concerns. This
successful event is an extension of an ongoing dlzdbgeen the Conservation Districts
and our elected leaders.”

Some of the legislative highlights included:

Funding Needs for Conservation Districts:A review of the Operation and Structure of
County Conservation Districts released on June 7, 2005 lyetfislative Budget and
Finance Committee concurs with the position of the Bdaania Association of
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Conservation Districts that Pennsylvania’s conservatisimicts are under funded. The
study recommends that the state should pay 50 percent @dgstsefor certain conservation
district staff positions. Additionally, 30 conservatuistricts are currently administering
the Chapter 105 program without a state appropriatiordikgns needed to reimburse
those districts and to expand the program to other counties

Amendments to the Conservation District Law:Conservation districts administer a
wide array of delegated and contracted state programsawtimber of funding sources.
To update and strengthen Act 217, and continue to meet thercatisn needs of the
Commonwealth, two major enhancements were suggesteceasliaients to the
Conservation District Law: increasing the capacitdistricts to deliver locally led
conservation; and further defining and strengthening the Staiservation Commission.

Dedicated Funding for the Conservation Districts:PACD is talking with members of
the General Assembly and the Rendell Administratmmcerning dedicated funding for
conservation districts. As was referenced above, ¢hgslative Budget and Finance
Committee report recommends that the General Assestitve to meet the State
Conservation Commission’s policy of 50 percent fundingHerdistrict managers and
technicians. Districts are continuously undertaking mespansibilities and program
implementation with less funding. By instituting a detka funding source, districts will
be guaranteed a funding base and Pennsylvania citizengwilldranteed continuing
technical assistance to further their land stewardshipitaes.

Landowner Liability: PACD is promoting legislation strengthening current laviaky
liability law to protect landowners who invite individualstonheir land for recreational
purposes. A recent Lehigh County civil court case (Buretzel) involved a hunting
accident in which a farmer was held partly liable fer &cts of a hunter that was invited
onto his property. While the case was ultimatelyestlut of court, it accentuated the
necessity of landowner protection. Recently introduegilation,House Bill 13
(Readshaw-D-Allegheny) artdouse Bill 74(Harhart-R-Lehigh), enhance current
landowner safeguards.

For more information, visit PACD’€apitol Day webpage

Environmental Synopsis Online, Joint Conservation Committee Anual Report

The latest issue of tHenvironmental Synopsis published by the Joint Legislative Air and
Water Pollution Control and Conservation Committeso available online.

The Committee also released4t¥)6 Annual Report

This issue of th&nvironmental Synopsis features several articles on recycling,
climate change, the amount of grain need to produce@thad future energy needs.

The next speaker for the Joint Committee’s Environniésgaes Forum will be
Julia Marano, Executive Director of Keep PennsylvaniauBd on April 16.

TheJoint Committeas chaired by Rep. Scott Hutchinson (R-Venango) and the
vice-chair is Sen. Ray Musto (D-Luzerne).
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Other News

Conservation Districts Recognize Farmers Working to Protect Casapeake Bay

ThePennsylvania Association of Conservation Distribis week announced that Curry
Wagner of Hummelstown, Dauphin County, and Ron and Cath#&iittle of Bradford
County, have been named recipients of the 2007 Pennsylvarsafela&e Bay Clean
Water Farm Awards.

PACD will recognize these award recipients on July 13dranton during PACD's
annual conservation awards program. To further acknowle@égeattcomplishments, the
landowners will receive certificates and large “Cleaat®/ Farm Award” signs to erect on
their properties.

The Clean Water Farm Award, initiated in 1986, recognizeseis within
Pennsylvania’s portion of the Chesapeake Bay Watershedmahage their daily farm
operation while keeping a watchful eye on water qualitye farms’ conservation plans
address issues that help control potential pollutants suetoded soil, pesticides, and
fertilizers from entering streams or groundwater supplies

Curry Wagner and his family operate a broiler and beétagperation while
farming about 60 acres. The Wagner family implements rBasy Management Practices
(BMPs), a combination of practices determined to be th& eftective, practical means of
reducing pollution.

They participated in the Dauphin County Conservation Di®rChesapeake Bay
Program and incorporated such BMPs as roof runoff managewmater control structures
and underground outlets to improve the barnyard.

The Wagner farm works closely with a crop consultariialance rates of
commercial fertilizer and manure use on the fieldsyTiso implement an Integrated Pest
Management Program and work closely with conservatiomgs to insure that all fields
are covered by conservation plans.

Recipients Ron and Catherine Kittle own and oper&@0aplus acre farm in
Bradford County that includes a dairy herd of 48 cows ance88rk and calves. The
Kittles have used a no-till system of crop productiortiierpast 18 years. The no-till
system allows the operator opportunities to spread mavithreut adversely impacting the
environment.

In addition to practicing no-till, the Kittles are adabes for this conservation
practice on other farms and serve as a resource torfana to the practice. They also
implement crop rotation and contour farming practicegtiuce soil erosion and storm
water runoff. Ron and Catherine were recently seleasd8iradford County’s Outstanding
Conservation Cooperators.

Recipients of the annual Chesapeake Bay Clean Water Aaard are nominated
by county conservation district staff. This annual awaadyram is coordinated by the
Pennsylvania Chesapeake Bay Education Office.

The awards are sponsored jointly by the Department of&@mwiental Protection’s
Chesapeake Bay Program and the Department of Agricultueedgnize farmers who
implement BMPs.

ThePennsylvania Chesapeake Bay Education Offaructs numerous activities
promoting the theme, “We All Live Downstream.”
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Proposed Federal Bill Would Increase Funding for Farm Coservation

Legislation introduced this week in Congress would providstaric level of new federal
funding to Chesapeake Bay restoration efforts, and legsdtential to reduce tens of
millions of pounds of nitrogen, phosphorus, and sedimenttgml annually.

The legislation, introduced by Rep. Chris Van HollenMD), Rep. Robert C.
“Bobby” Scott (D-VA), Rep. Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD), and@Rdom Davis (R-VA),
would provide an additional $200 million or more in conseovafunding to the region’s
farmers. If passed, it will fulfill the federal governnisrshare of funding necessary to
meet the 2010 nitrogen reduction goal for agriculture.

“With the impending 2010 deadline looming large, some havetlsaidemoving
the region’s rivers and the Chesapeake Bay from they diaters’ list is an impossible
goal,” said CBF President William C. Baker. “This legigin challenges that culture of
failure and demonstrates that with bold leadership possible to implement the roadmap
to restoration that Bay scientists have laid out.”

The Chesapeake’s Healthy and Environmentally Sound StewauafsBnergy and
Agriculture Act of 2007, or CHESSEA Act, will direct addial Farm Bill funding
toward water quality improvement and farm viability in eraheds like the Chesapeake -
with recognized nutrient pollution and water quality degradatagreed-upon multi-state
commitments to address that pollution, and identifiecbrasbn plans and goals.

“Congress must demonstrate the political will--backedunygling -- to restore the
Chesapeake Bay,” said Congressman Van Hollen. “Thissldiésigned to serve as a
roadmap to accelerate the pace of the Bay's cleanuip@edse the conservation funding
for farmers in the Bay watershed. The ChesapeakesBayatural resource critical to our
economy, culture, and heritage. | am committed to proigthis national treasure.”

If passed, CHESSEA will provide: more money for consgowgpractices, such as
streamside buffers; greater access to “green paymeuatsiing support for development
of manure-to-energy systems; and greater technicalassésin conservation planning and
implementation.

“The Chesapeake Bay is a national treasure, and anahtimdel of how sound
science can guide regional partnerships to restorergatlity,” Baker said. “The sticking
points have always been leadership and funding. This beldproposal is a
demonstration of leadership, that when matched by stat@eaiddbllars, would fully
implement the agricultural conservation practices reguio achieve the 2010 goal.”

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation is also working at thelstatl! to provide
farmers with additional resources to install best mamagé practices. According to the
Department of Environmental Protection, there is a needvier $215 million for
agricultural conservation projects in the ChesapeakelBagage area alone in
Pennsylvania. Only $45 million is being spent now to meekthesds.

“CBF is fighting for funding for farm conservations priaes at the national and
state level,” said Matthew Ehrhart, Director of Bennsylvania Office of CBF. “Here in
Pennsylvania we’re supporting a bipartisan initiative callediREResource Enhancement
and Protection Act), introduced by Rep. Jerry Stern and\gi&e Brubaker, that would
give tax credits to farmers for installing best managemeactices to reduce nutrient
runoff and sedimentation.”

The bipartisan proposal was introduced firsHasise Bill 100by Reps. Jerry Stern
(R-Blair), Peter Daley (D-Washington) and Art HersiByChester) and as Senate Bill
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690 by Senators Mike Brubaker (R-Lancaster), Mike O’Pak8¢ixs) and Mike Waugh
(R-York).

For more information, visit CBF’Barm Bill andREAP webpages.

NewsClip: Calculating Pennsylvania’s Efforts to Restore ChesapBake

Grants Announced for Innovative Mine Drainage Treatment Projecs

The Department of Environmental Protection this week ded$559,472 to four
innovative mine drainage treatment projects intended tdajeeest-effective ways to
treat the thousands of mine discharges and acidic seeps.

Funds for the innovative mine drainage treatment progeotge from the Growing
Greener Il initiative.

The grant awards include:

Pennsylvania State University $186,392 to develop a passive pretreatment technology
for high-flow acid mine drainage discharges that expltsiral biological low-pH Fe(ll)
oxidation. This “aeration terrace” mimics the physieattires of natural iron mounds,
where oxidation has been measured to be most rapid. Tjeetpsadl be located at the
Hughes Borehole in Portage, Cambria County which digelsanp to 3,000 gallons per
minute of highly-acidic high-metal content mine drainage the Little Conemaugh

River.

Stream Restoration Inc - $157,153 for feasibility analysis of combining and conveying
abandoned underground mine discharges at the Erie, LangetbHrancis mines to a
single location in Washington County. Treatment ofdbmbined discharges will be more
cost-effective at one facility, rather than four aatbcation of the discharges will restore
approximately six miles of stream in the Raccoon Ci&ekershed. A power plant under
construction in the area may be able to use and treavater, thus eliminating the need to
build and maintain passive treatment systems. Futureruseatment of the relocated
discharge will restore approximately 26 miles of RaccGeek.

Western Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation $182,595 to test a
new type of low-cost aeration system with low enempuirements. The technology has
the potential to improve performance at existing aerobitrgeponds, decrease the size of
new installations and increase the amount of solidsioaght The system will be tested at
sites in Westmoreland and Allegheny counties.

Broad Top Township, Bedford County- $33,332 to evaluate the effectiveness of steel
slag as a cost-effective means of neutralizing acahty removing heavy metals from
mine drainage. The steel slag will come from a curyantlsable industrial site, thereby
helping to clean up that site as well.

Pennsylvania has more than 180,000 acres of unmarked shafts,ainktisbl
water-filled pits and abandoned equipment and buildingsingmgafrom when mining was
largely unregulated prior to 1977. More than two billiong of waste coal piles exist
statewide. Some 6,200 miles of rivers and streams argqublbr degraded by acid mine
discharge.
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Get Early-Bird Rates for PA’s Volunteer Water Monitoring Summit

There is still time to get early-bird discount registratior the upcoming Pennsylvania
Statewide Summit for Volunteer Watershed Monite WATER: Watershed Actions
Toward Environmental Rewards.

The summit will be held on May 4-5 at the Eisenhowerf@amce Center in
Gettysburg. By registering early (before April 10), yaues$15 on registration costs for
the two-day summit ($75 vs. $100 after April 10). You can edgister for one day at a
cost of $40.

The summit offers plenary presentations, concurresgisns and hands-on
workshops. A special showing of the Emmy-award winning, fkimee Deep will take
place on May 4. This film follows the monitoring aff® of the Center-in-the-Park Senior
Environment Corps as they monitor the Monoshone CreBkiladelphia.

On May 5 the agenda includes a presentation by Linda Gae®xtionally known
advocate for volunteer monitoring and director of tkimteer lake monitoring program at
the University of Rhode Island.

Concurrent tracks will cover Restoration and Protectiimunteer Program
Management and Sustainability, Monitoring Nets and Boat$(iical stuff) and Making
Monitoring Matter: Government 101.

Hands-on workshops will be offered both Friday and $atyiafternoons and will
cover macroinvertebrate monitoring, habitat assesswatey chemistry and lake
monitoring. Each workshop will be capped at a maximum gfe2€cipants so pre-
registration is required (see registration form).

Meet new people, network and exchange information asasddlarn new things.
For more information, visit thEummit webpager call 717-244-6248.

PA Water Works Association Annual Conference April 24-27 in Heshey

The PA Chapter of the American Water Works Associatathhold its annual conference
in Hershey on April 24-27.

The conference will feature workshops and training ses¢many for DEP
training credit) of interest to waterworks operators saitants and public officials
involved in drinking water and wastewater systems.

This year’s conference will also attract a broaderesnog because both the PA
Chapter and the Chesapeake Section of AWWA have joinechergethold the
conference.

For more information on the technical and social o, exhibit space and more,
visit theAWWA Conference webpage

Erie Source Water Protection Workshop to Be Held April 12

The Pennsylvania League of Women Votéfster Resources Education Netwisk
hosting a special source water protection workshop on Aprifom 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Tom Ridge Environmental Center, 301 Peninsula Dr., Erie

Municipal officials, water system operators, communignplers and watershed
group representatives would benefit from the workshopevparticipants will learn how
they can better protect their communities’ water supgti@m contamination.
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There will be presentations on how communities can ptes@ntamination by
assessing their water sources, making informed decisiaus @nd use and open space
preservation, and involving the public as a partner in priotect

The workshop is underwritten by the Department of Envirotalé&rotection.

“Increasingly, we see drinking water sources threatbgembntamination,” said
Kelly Burch, Director of DEP’s Northwest Office. “€knological advances have
improved the ability of public water systems to effecieéat most contaminants.
However, there are limitations to technologicakBxwhich is why it is more important
than ever to prevent contamination by protecting our watgrcss.”

Pre-registration is required, but because DEP is undergvtihie workshop, there is
no fee to attend.

Register online at therinking Water Wise websiter contact WREN Program
Manager Julie Kollar by sending email foliekwren@verizon.netor call 267-468-0555.

What Do Exceptional Value, High Quality Stream Classificationgviean?

A new publication by the Pennsylvania Campaign for Cleateiautlines how the High
Quality and Exceptional Value stream designations afffeags like land development,
sewage infrastructure, stormwater management, logginguéigre, mining, and several
other land-use impacts.

“Effects of Special Protection Designation” is avakabh the Coldwater Heritage
website under thBesource Links

Printed copies can be requested from the Pennsylvania GanipaiClean Water
at 215-640-8800

Presentation on Fish Enhancement Structures Set for ApriL8 in Harrisburg

David Keller, from the Fish and Boat Commission’s Hablanagement Section, will do
a presentation on fish enhancement structures on ¥pfiom 1:30 to 3:30 at DEP’s
Southcentral Regional Offida Harrisburg.

The presentation will focus on the types and desidisloenhancements structures
and how to fill out the GP-1 Fish Enhancement Structgeeeral permit and other
information related to the topic.

For more information contact Allyson McCollum, DER,717-705-4808.

Anglers Encouraged to Follow Guidelines for Eating Trout Thg Catch

With the March 31 opening of trout season in 18 Cat sveay al
counties, the Department of Health and the Fish and  gonove aliskin~ along the back
Boat Commission this week reminded anglers that . ;
fresh trout can be part of a healthy, balanced diet
when consumed according tecommended
guidelines

Fish are high in protein and are a valuable
source of vitamins, minerals and beneficial 0ils thatcu away
are low in saturated fat. Trout are especially high irysheped wedge o S5 goy o ety far

emove the dark

vitamin B-12 and omega-3 fatty acids, which fatty tissue along the
length of the fillat
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improve cardiovascular health and brain developmechiidren.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, American Heado&sation and other
nutrition experts recommend eating up to 12 ounces, orepvihgs, of fish per week;
except for certain large ocean fish.

Because exposure to high levels of various chemicalscegase certain health
risks, the state conducts regular sampling and testinglafish, as well as hatchery trout
released to Pennsylvania streams. This testing enablesrtilmonwealth to make both
general and specific recommendations.

All sport-caught fish in Pennsylvania are subject to a oeaHper-week
consumption advisory. This limit is especially recomdeshfor pregnant and breast-
feeding women, women of childbearing age and children.rresostances, testing of
wild fish in specific areas suggests they should be dessroften, or in rare cases, not at
all.

More detailed consumption recommendations vary based oifispest results.
For instance, trout raised at Pennsylvania’s eight haéshare regularly screened for
polychlorinated biphenyls. In 2007, tests have shown no needidltional special
guidelines for eating these fish.

Pennsylvania’s 2007 trout season begins at 8 a.m. on Mairfoln B& counties in
southeastern and parts of south central Pennsylvanianatoriv 14 for the entire state.
For more information, including the location of troutfisg waters, select the ‘Fishing”
link from the Fish and Boat Commission’s homepage.

The 18 counties in which Trout Season will open on M8ichre: Adams, Berks,
Bucks, Chester, Cumberland, Dauphin, Delaware, Franklinatiyriancaster, Lebanon,
Lehigh, Montgomery, Northampton, Perry, Philadelph&uylkill, and York. Mifflin
County is also listed as part of the Regional Opening Datyfor East Licking Creek only.

Anglers can find more detailed recommendations in tmas}dvania Fishing
Summary Booklet issued when a PA fishing license is puechaskecommendations can
also be found on the Department of Environmental Protegt&h Consumption webpage

NewsClip: Trout Season: New Angles

Wildlands Conservancy Seeks Nominees for Friend of the Lejh River Award

The Wildlands Conservancig seeking nominations for
the 2007 Friend of the Lehigh River Awards. The
deadline for nominations is May 1.

This award annually recognizes individuals,
groups, organizations, businesses, institutions,
governmental bodies, and others who deserve to be
recognized for their commitment to the Lehigh River.

“For the past ten years, we have bestowed this
honor upon those who cultivate appreciation, advance
knowledge, and demonstrate responsible stewardship ®
use of the Lehigh River and Lehigh River valley,” saysi€Kocher, Wildlands
Conservancy president.

Last year’s winners were Jim Clauser, district manag#re Carbon County
Conservation District; Charlie Brown, retired Direcof Parks and Public Property in
Bethlehem; and members of the non-profit Ironton RaillTarganization.
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“The actual award is a beautifully engraved river stoathhs been shaped by the
river itself,” says Kocher.

This year’s awards will be announced during the 11th AnnuabbeRiver
Sojourn, being held June 23 — 27.

In order to nominate an individual or organization, prepasee-page summary of
the nominee’s accomplishments and justification foereng the award, along with the
contact information of the nominee and the group owiddal making the nomination.

Send nominations to 2007 Friend of the Lehigh River AwarchiNation
Committee, c/o Wildlands Conservancy, 3701 Orchid Place, &remPA 18049.

First Falcon Egg Arrives in Harrisburg, More to Follow (We Hope)

Thefemale falcon nestingn the ledge of the 15th

March 25.

The female will continue to lay eggs for the:
next several days until a full clutchof3to 5is |
complete.

This is the eighth year the female has
produced eggs. The first six years, she produceda
clutch of four eggs. Last year, she produced five eggs.

The eggs will begin hatching in early May and the youtgpfes will begin to
"fledge” or take their first flight in June.

Onlne Video Link

NewsClip: Peregrine Falcons Trying to Nest Atop Reading Building

Link: Pittsburgh Peregrine Falcon Nest

New Forest Education Program Geared Toward Young Students

Penn State's School of Forest Resources and the Departm
of Conservation and Natural Resources are teaming up to
offer a newJunior Forest Steward Progrdoiteach youth
about forests and the concept of forest stewardship.

“Pennsylvania youth often know very little about the
forests and natural areas that cover the state,” saifi Sl
Smith, Penn State Cooperative Extension natural resource
and youth-education specialist, and the creator of thietJu
Forest Steward Program.

"We believe this new educational initiative will get
kids excited about, and interested in, Penn's Woods," Saitth "We're targeting youths 8
to 12 years old."

To request copies of the Junior Forest Steward publicat@mmact Penn State's
Forest Resources Extension Office at 814-863-0401 or ¢aldt 800-235-9473.

For more information, visit théunior Forest Steward Program webpageontact
Sanford Smith at 814-865-426{Reprinted from DCNR Resource newsl etter.)

17



http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/falcon
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/falcon
http://www.pennlive.com/newsflash/pa/index.ssf?/base/news-48/117489954747210.xml&storylist=penn
http://www.paconserve.org/rc/gulfvideo.html
http://sftrc.cas.psu.edu/JuniorForest.html
http://sftrc.cas.psu.edu/JuniorForest.html
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/news/resource/index.aspx

PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

DEP Accepting Composting Infrastructure Development GrantApplications

The Department of Environmental Protectiondsv accepting applicatiorfer
Composting Infrastructure Development Grant Program.

Applications are due June 28.

For-profit business entities and nonprofit organizatioesefigible for grants on a
competitive basis to increase the quantity of yard arfidéat wastes collected and
processed in this Commonwealth.

The Department will award grants of up to $100,000 to any onecpr8450,000
is available to fund projects.

Additional consideration will be given to applicationatthre developed in
consultation with th€ennsylvania Recycling Markets Cenfdi7-948-6660

The municipal waste stream in Pennsylvania consists of3fl/percent organic
materials that could be recycled and diverted from th&evstream and managed by
composting. Composting of organic wastes helps to lessdmutiden on landfill capacity
and creates a beneficial soil conditioner that aamhbrketed.

Applications for the 2007 program may be obtained by canta€harles
Scheidler, Bureau of Waste Management, 717-787-7382 or by sexmdaigto:
cscheidler@state.pa.us

DEP said grant applications will be available on@leenposting webpage

Schools Invited to Enroll in Litter-Free School Zones Progran

Something new and exciting is happening in Pennsylvania this sprirgglin time for
Earth Day, all Pennsylvania schools and school distiie$eing invited to join the new
Pennsylvania Litter-Free School Zone Program

The program is being sponsored by eep Pennsylvania Beautifaorganization
and the Department of Environmental Protection and iglaministered with the help of
the Pennsylvania Resources Council

The Litter-Free Schools Zones Program is designeddoueage students to keep
their school grounds litter free and to raise the pubsiwiareness of litter via a “Litter-
Free School Zone” sign to be placed outside the school.

The sign will be provided once the school enrolls wiinaple agreement,
pledging to patrol the school grounds once per week, keepally af trash and
recyclables collected, and striving to make school evenliger-free as possible.

“The examples set by the schools in our communitiesnaportant,” said Barley
Van Clief, who serves as a contact the program.tif\tfiis new program, the schools can
help encourage students and the surrounding community téocaheir school yard, their
own backyards, the local neighborhood and the global agntyn The Litter-Free School
Zone project is an opportunity to develop a school-wideatdship ethic, and also to set
an example for the community.”

The appearance of litter on the ground — no matter hget there — reflects an
aura of disrespect, disrepair and neglect. Regular emante is critical because one
instance of litter encourages more litter to accumuratke same area.

The Litter-Free School Zone program strives to resthigassue of littering in two

ways:
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* Clean-Up:Remove existing and deposited litter as soon as possihlet @ppears, so
that further littering will be less likely to occur; and

* Prevention: Create a sense of understanding, caring and respogsitbditten
described as environmental stewardship -- in our childrerasattéy will not think of
littering as an acceptable behavior in their world.

The ultimate goal is a cleaner, more beautiful comtguwiith a strong sense of
civic pride. As more students patrticipate in the LittexeFSchool Zone, we hope that
there will soon be less litter to clean up. As redslenive past the signs and see the clean
schoolyard, they also will be less inclined to depasrl

School administrators and teachers are urged to visltitifee-Free School Zones
webpagdo learn about the program and sign up online. Theylsarrefer questions to
Barley Van Clief 610-353-1555 ext 221 or send emailtoclief@prc.org

NewsClip: Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education Seeks Firtre Educator

Lower Susquehanna River Sweep Cleanup Set for June 2-3

TheLower Susquehanna RiverkeepStewards of the Lower Susquehannailershed
Alliance of York and PPL are sponsoring.awer Susquehanna River Sweep Cleanup
event on June 2-3.

Organizers of the effort hope to attract hundreds ofntekrs in Lancaster and
York counties to conduct river and streamside littertaash cleanups.

Groups and volunteers interested in participating sharithct Michael Helfrich,
Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper, 717-779-7915 or send email to:
lowsusriver@hotmail.com

What Are You Doing for Earth Day in April? Here Are Some Suggesons

Earth Day, April 22, is an opportunity to demonstrate thairenmental responsibility is
everyone's responsibility. There are a number of grapéryday choices that people can
make to help protect the environment and here are some suggésiim the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency--

Reduce Your Carbon FootprinDo you know what your carbon foot print is? EPA's
interactive climate change webpage has a persoriacaalculator and information on
ways individuals can reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.

Save EnergyEPA's Energy Star webpage is the great place for amrsuo find energy
efficient products that are good for the environment and wadlets. Search this site to
find the latest information on energy efficient eleaics, lighting and cooling systems.

Use Water Efficiently Visit EPA's WaterSense webpage to learn how effigpeotlucts
and smart water choices can save money and help pootecation's water supply.

For more ideas, visiEPA’s Earth Day webpagand theGreat PA Cleanup! Earth
Day Webpage
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NewsClip: Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education Seeks-Firthe Educator

Studies Identify Troubled Communities Statewide, Make Reommendations

Three new studies are sounding a warning bell for Pennsglvaumicipalities and the
state as a whole: without major changes in the strestand laws that govern
municipalities and the way they are financed, and unlessntmities are empowered to
work more closely together, their fiscal and physictdgrity is at grave risk and the state's
economy will continue to struggle in the coming decades.

The independent studies released by three major reseatitiitions concurrently
this week through th€ampaign to Renew Pennsylvaaie:

* an assessment of the fiscal health of Pennsylvania ipaliies by the Pennsylvania
Economy League, called "Structuring Healthy Communities;"

* an update of the 2003 "Back to Prosperity" report, entitledmi@itting to Prosperity,"
prepared by the Brookings Institution for The Campaigndnd®/ Pennsylvania; and

» "Strengthening Rural Pennsylvania," a policy brief on rusalas authored by a team
of researchers from The Pennsylvania State University.

All three reports conclude that on the downside, tble dd 21st century tools puts
Pennsylvania communities under stress and unable to restbneaantain their prosperity
and quality of life. Municipal revenues are declining assaltef slow-growing or even
shrinking populations, high-quality jobs are waning, and thd tagabase is declining.

The result is that many communities are unable to prokielservices and
infrastructure required for economic growth.

The reports also note, however, that the potential wifgnthis and other stark
trends rests with continued systemic policy reformadh Istate and local levels. The
reports recommend changes that modernize traditional afpy@otx Pennsylvania
governance.

The Economy League, which analyzed municipal revenue @0 through 2003,
found a systemic decline in the fiscal health of combtmesstatewide. This decline cuts
across all types of municipalities, in rural, suburbash @mvan areas, and in all regions of
the state. It already impacts more than half of Pduasians where they live, and without
new tools for community leaders, it's only a mattetiraé for the rest of the state.

The Brookings update shows that since 2000, the Commonw&akperiencing a
continuation of trends reported in the original reptivéi with marginal improvements.

These trends include slow growth, population loss in gitles and replacement
of high-quality jobs with jobs of low wages and low quality

The Penn State study determined that similar concerny woal Pennsylvanians
-- including a lack of inter-municipal coordination and caagen, a change of
employment base and lack of jobs that pay a living wégeptit-migration of young
people, an aging population, the need for workforce developed an inequitable local
tax structure.

"These three studies constitute a clear and loud warniaig, Tedd Vonderheid,
director of strategy for The Campaign to Renew Pennsy\&aiaewPA), which
sponsored the Brookings update. "While there has been sagiifaprovement in job
creation and targeted investment during the Rendell Adtratien, the realities of the
21st century demand that our communities are healthy antioaiblest in themselves and
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in most instances that requires inter-governmentadlootiation. But outdated state laws

tie the hands of our local governments."

"If we don't empower our local governments to work mofecgively, if the state
doesn't give them the tools they need to collaborate,we&e doomed to see a steady
decline in the fiscal health of our communities, aam@t seem to outgrow these
structural problems. And as the Economy League reportateticno municipality is
immune to that kind of decline," Vonderheid said.

The Economy League study shows that municipalities aradpnan increasingly
difficult time providing the services that residents naed expect, and that this fiscal
distress is often inevitable under the laws that applydal governments.

The analysis identified several stages that municipsfitBow toward fiscal
distress. While new development brings prosperity it iaxes, what often follows is
increasing demand for services, along with increasingati@s iand service fees to fund
them. Next comes reductions in non-core services,réductions in core services, and
finally loss of tax base and distress as householgis e "vote with their feet" by
relocating, often to newer and more prosperous areas.

"The cycle of fiscal decline is exacerbated by the tlaat municipal governments
do not have the tools required to break it. Current linoitetion the manner in which
municipalities can increase revenue and on the amoweys#m raise have tied the hands
of municipal leaders. Our local governments need the tstadde action to relieve these
restrictions,” said Stephen Stetler, The Pennsylvaniadfop League Inc.'s executive
director. "The recommendations in these reports provoge khat the current trends can
be reversed with the cooperation of state and munilgpdership.”

The original Brookings study, completed in 2003, was a coreps¥ve analysis of
statewide growth and development trends. The update, ebidgnizing some positive
developments, such as increased in-migration to the, stadv urban revitalization, and job
creation, confirms that Pennsylvania still is barely gngwthat older communities
continue to hollow out, and that the transitioning econastill lagging.

"Pennsylvania has made significant progress in recent ¥ysard,Mark Muro,
director of policy at Brookings' Metropolitan Policy Bram, "but these three studies each
show that there is more work to be done if Pennsydaicommunities are to reverse the
current trends." Muro pointed to ongoing work by the admatisin of Governor Ed
Rendell to empower local government, make reinvestmesigting communities a
priority and to invest strategically in promising industnystérs, but noted the need for
additional work, particularly by the General Assembdyehact systemic long-lasting
change.

Among other findings, the report notes that:

» Although it remains the sixth largest state, Pennsylap@pulation growth remains
among the slowest in the nation -- 1.2 percent, wlaoks the state 46th in population
growth. However, the state has seen a shift in mgratatterns. Between 2003 and
2005, the state had a net in-migration of 9,600 people.

» Cities and boroughs continue to "hollow out" while omidycommunities grew.
Second-class townships grew by 5.9 percent between 2000 and 20@5itids lost
3.3 percent of their population. However, there was arncipr housing permit
activity in cities and boroughs: a 22.5 percent increatigeimumber of permits issued
between 2000 and 2004 compared to between 1995 and 1999.
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* Employment growth is slow compared to the nation -pe&rtent between 2000 and
2006 compared to 3.3 percent nationwide. However, therespare improvements in
that the ranking of job growth jumped from 45th in the 199@¥th between 2000
and 2006. The metropolitan areas of Allentown, Statee@eland Lancaster had the
fastest job growth in the state, while WilliamspontieEand Pittsburgh lost jobs.

* In light of these continuing trends, the Brookings repsgessed the state's progress on
key policy fronts, recognizing "progress to date" and sketchieagway forward."

* On local government reform, Brookings hailed the Staaarithg Board for proposing
a reform agenda, and encouraged the General Assembilgdblegal changes to make
inter-governmental cooperation on service provision easie

» On prioritizing reinvestment, the report commended the ReAdministration's
Keystone Principles that prioritize investment in argsicommunities, and urged
further work to ensure that public investments support the reedstablished areas.

* And on economic revitalization, the report applaudedstate’'s recent initiatives to
identify high-promise industry clusters and match trainirigres to employer needs,
and suggested further work to make clusters the centetldérconomic and
workforce development.

The Penn State study revealed that the trends -- boithvp@nd negative --
impact communities of all sizes throughout the state.

"Sometimes we have a tendency to think of rural are&ei@mg separate from
urban and suburban areas, and we make decisions about egatalic-policy vacuum,”
said Ted Alter, Penn State professor of agriculturalirenmental and regional
economics. "We need to recognize that policy changes ofeate a domino effect that
does not stop when it gets to rural Pennsylvania.”

The issues rural Pennsylvanians identified as most créregparallel to those of
residents of more densely populated communities. Yedl development policy has
tended to focus on specific economic segments, rathpratidress the complexity of rural
communities.

The report outlines a place-based policy approach thasworeverage a region's
unique assets, encourages regional cooperation among leeahgents and between the
public and private sectors, and takes a more holistic @fezonomic development.

For the reports, regional profiles and more informatmease visit th€ampaign
to Renew Pennsylvania websitRenewPA is an initiative of 10,000 Friends of
Pennsylvania.

NewsClips: More than Half of PA Towns in Trouble

Outdated Laws Hurt State’s Economic Growth
PA’s Health is Better, Slightly
Editorial: New Studies Paint Gloomy State Picture

Deadline Extended to Apply for Low-Income Home Energy Asstance

Cash and crisis grants for thew-Income Home Energy Assistance Prognaith be
available to eligible households through April 13, the Depant of Public Welfare
announced this week.

This is the second extension of the application deadiime® the LIHEAP program
opened last November.
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The federally funded LIHEAP program helps low-income hbaks pay for a
variety of home heating fuel sources and furnace re@aiiag the winter months.

Cash grants are designed to help families pay their Iheateng bills and are based
on household income, family size, fuel type and heagg@n. This year, a family of four
with an annual income of up to $30,000 can qualify for assistanc

In addition to verification of income and household s&@#plicants must provide a
recent energy bill or a statement from their fuel pitewistating the type of fuel they use
and their customer status.

Crisis grants are approved for families with heating gemwcies, such as
mechanical breakdowns or unexpected fuel shortages. Incoasties, individuals
seeking crisis grants should contact their county assistoffice.

Residents of the nine counties listed below are encouraghkttly contact the
agencies that operate the crisis component in theisare
» Allegheny — Allegheny County Department of Human Servite#)0-851-3838;

» Carbon — Carbon County Action Committee, 610-377-6400;

* Centre — Central PA Community Action Agency, 814-765-155Mitheim Family
Service Center, 814-349-5850;

» Lackawanna — Scranton-Lackawanna Human Development Ager@y063-6836;

* Lancaster — Community Action Program of Lancastaur@p 717-299-7301;

* Luzerne — Commission on Economic Opportunity of Luzerne &¢0-826-0510;

* Philadelphia — Department of Licenses and Inspections, 215-686-2590;

*  Wyoming — Commission on Economic Opportunity of Wyoming, G@0-836-4090;
and

* York — Community Progress Council of York County, 717-846-4600.

To learn more about applying for heating assistance, dcah@&atIHEAP hotline at
1-866-857-7095, Monday through Friday or visit e\ Energy Assistance webpage

PA Biomass Working Group to Hold First Meeting April 16-17

The PA Biomass Working Groyg collection of businesses, universities, government
agencies, foresters, economic development partnersamdrenental advocacy groups
working to promote biomass energy production, will hasdiist meeting April 16-17 in
St. Mary’s, Elk County, at the Red Fern.

The agenda will include developing a biomass inventoryengtiass
planting/harvesting, biomass densification, multi-feslidential heating and a tour of
Advanced Recycling.

Financial support for the Working Group is provided by\thest Penn Power
Sustainable Energy Fund

For more information, visit theA Biomass Working Group website

Heffner Appointed Director of DEP's Policy Office

DEP Secretary Kathleen McGinty this week announced theirgpmnt of Kelly Heffner
as director of DEP's Office of Policy.

Heffner most recently has served as an executive pgpiegialist in DEP's Policy
Office where she has developed policy, regulations aihgee. In particular, she has
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functioned as the policy liaison for all water rethfmlicy matters and has provided input
to legislative committees regarding the interpretatibpolicy recommendations.

Prior to this appointment, she was the chief of thenReng Section in the
Division of Waterways, Wetlands and Stormwater Manage¢mbere she supervised
professional staff who were responsible for the devedopraof program guidance,
policies, regulations, and permitting processes.

Heffner began her career at DEP as a water pollutmodist and provided
technical expertise to central and regional officef stadl served as an expert on wetlands
matters. She also worked for five years in the prigatdor as a project manager and
biologist for RMC Environmental Services.

Heffner holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Environrh8ctance from East
Stroudsburg University.

Spotlight

Nation’s New Thirst for Ethanol Could Leave

Chesapeake Bay With Hangover
By Karl Blankenship
The Chesapeake Bay Journal

Note: Thisarticleisan exerpt fromthe full article which appearsin the April Chesapeake
Bay Journal.

With a sudden boom in ethanol to help slake the natio
thirst for transportation fuel, farmers are finding ttatn
has more in common with gold than just its color.

Corn prices in the region have doubled since lat
last year, hitting more than $4 a bushel. As a result,
farmers everywhere are weighing how much to plant.
How they answer that question could have huge
ramifications for the Chesapeake Bay.

While corn prices have spiked before, the incre
has been temporary. This time, the U.S. Department o
Agriculture is projecting prices to be more than $3.50
bushel for years as demand for ethanol grows here, a
abroad. i j
The ethanol boom creates a complex set of winnetdomers. While increased
corn prices is great news for grain farmers, highet fgees are hammering many dairy,
poultry and hog operations.

Another loser could be the Chesapeake.

If 1 million additional acres of agricultural land iretBay watershed were
converted into corn production, it could increase nitrog@off by roughly 15 million
pounds a year, especially if farmers choose to cordlertand, hay fields, and pastures—
all low-runoff uses—to corn, according to rough estimaie$om Simpson, a soll
scientist with the University of Maryland’s CollegeAgricultural and Natural Resources.
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That would negate a quarter of the annual nitrogen reductidhs Bay watershed
since 1985. Reducing the amount of nitrogen and phosphorus, wkidddgae blooms in
the Bay, is the focal point of Chesapeake cleanup sffort

High prices may also discourage participation in sonms@&wation programs. For
instance, programs that pay farmers to turn crop landsineamside buffers are less
attractive when that land could produce $4-a-bushel cothirtk there is going to be a lot
of fence-row to fence-row activity in the next few ggéasaid Jim Pease, an agricultural
economist at Virginia Tech.

For the most part, decisions driving ethanol productiorbeirsgy made by political
and economic factors at the national scale. Watditgjgancerns have barely been raised
as a side effect of using corn to supplement the natiaalsstipply. “This is not a matter
of what we in the watershed are going to do to wateitgridPease said. “It is a matter of
what is going to be done to us.”

It's not just an issue for the Bay. Curbing nitrogen pollutierhich stimulates
excessive algae growth in saltwater—is a goal for moastal areas around the nation and
many parts of the world. Officials are considering a 30gudrnitrogen reduction goal for
the Mississippi basin, which drains half of the coynitnicluding the Midwest Corn Belt,
to relieve a summertime oxygen-starved “dead zone” inipiper Gulf of Mexico.

Demand for corn is increasing pressure to take land out &f$EA’'s 2-decade-
old Conservation Reserve Program, which pays farmerd™to take marginal and
environmentally sensitive lands out of production. Huntingd) witdlife groups have called
CRP the “holy grail” of wildlife conservation, asptovides more habitat for birds and
other species than all of the national wildlife refsigembined.

In February, leading agricultural groups petitioned the US&3King that it allow
27 million of the 36.7 million acres of land in the Cansgion Reserve Program be
withdrawn without penalty and returned to production to hedptrthe demand for corn. A
decision is expected later this year.

But with pressure to place land in production, it will berendifficult to set
streamside buffers aside as filter strips to proteterways from runoff. State tributary
strategies, which guide Bay cleanup efforts, call foretban 570,000 miles of forested
stream buffers, and 237,000 miles of grass buffers.

Through 2005, only 8 percent of the forest buffer goal and 2Z2peof the grass
buffer goal had been met. Officials say closing the gélpwly get more difficult. “I'm
happy for the farmers to see the $4 (per bushel) coaubedhat could preserve some
agriculture in the state,” said Russ Perkinson, oMihginia Department of Conservation
and Recreation. “But that’s another side effect.”

Brian Snyder, executive direct or of the Pennsylvania éiason for Sustainable
Agriculture, said higher grain prices may encourage morg thimers to switch to grass-
based operations. Dairy farms that rely on pasturesrrdtan imported food typically
produce less milk, but can be more profitable as they loawes operating costs because
they need less equipment and grain. Also, their mikmoélommands premium prices.

Intensive grazing operations also tend to produce less mutneoff. “It will push
many farms that may have been on the edge alreadydoetss-based systems,” Snyder
said.

But the real hope is in cellulosic ethanol. Many $eeshort-term boost in corn
production as part of a transition to ethanol from ofineducts within a few years.
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The catch: Technology to produce cellulosic ethanolmesnargely a research
issue. Corn-based ethanol technology has existed ewer tie first still; people like Jack
Daniels made a living making it. Creating ethanol frontawgrass and other cellulosic
material require an added step to convert plant fibersungars that are more easily
fermented. While several methods exist, they are notcoospetitive with corn-based
ethanol and gasoline.

But with the booming demand for renewable fuels, reseaaniey is pouring into
cellulosic ethanol. The U.S. Department of Energyiezathis year announced grants to
back six cellulosic refineries. The plant being bunlGlearfield County, PA, will also have
a cellulosic research operation.

Nonetheless, some are concerned that once the infrase for corn-based ethanol
is established, transitioning to cellulosic ethanol balldifficult.

“What worries me is that people are continuing to focutherethanol from grain,”
said George Wolff, a longtime Pennsylvania agricultural cibersuwho has been active in
Bay issues. “I don'’t think the acreage is here to dbhiere are a lot of dreamers out there
thinking they can do it, but | think we ought to be concéinigaon how can we take care
of the ethanol from biomass.”

Reprinted with permission from the April Chesapeake Bay Journal.

Environmental Heritage

Three Mile Island, March 28, 1979 at 3:53 A.M.

At 3:53 a.m., March 28, 1979, the cascading
failures of valves, pumps, gauges and reactor
operators combined to produce the worst "
accident in the U.S. commercial nuclear powei ﬂ
industry. -

Island nuclear power plant Unit 2 near
Middletown, a few miles downstream from
Harrisburg. For 48 hours, the reactor was
dangerously out of control.

Anyone living in and around T.M.l. remembers exactly wheg twvere on March
30 when they heard Gov. Dick Thornburgh order all predattolren and pregnant
women within five miles of the plant to evacuate andrlaveryone within 10 miles to
close their windows and stay indoors. Seven thousandgeepe evacuated and perhaps
a hundred thousand more fled.

A hydrogen bubble formed in the reactor bringing it veogelto exploding.
Within a few days, scientists reduced the size of thleu The cooling down process,
however, took a month and the radioactive plant wolid years to decontaminate.

Though no lives were lost in the accident, the uncdytaind fear it caused gave
people a new sense of vulnerability. The day after thelewst, 35,000 protesters in
Hanover, West Germany, chanted, "We all live in Pennsjdva
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In contrast, Unit 1 at Three Mile Island has operatedesstally since it first
began commercial operations in 1974 producing electriciti?émmsylvania and the Mid-
Atlantic region.

As a result of the accident, emergency planning and resposagrams at the local,
state and federal level were dramatically improved atowtlear plants and state efforts
to monitor radiation and provide direct oversight at tHasdities also underwent
significant changes.

Here are remembrances from that day by two of the pedplewere touched in
unique ways by the accident—

* Thomas M. GeruskyDirector of the Bureau of Radiation Protection &t tten-
Department of Environmental Resources on March 28, 1979, anuh wharge of the
state’s technical response to the accident; and

« James M. Sejfformer Secretary of the Department of Environmentaddtion, and in
1979 administrative assistant to Gov. Dick Thornburgh.

NewsClips: Editorial: Interest Renews in Expansion of Nucleaw®o

TMI Watchdog Group Marks 30th Anniversary
TMI Watchdog Turns 30
TMI Alert to Celebrate 30th Anniversary

Links: DEP’s Three Mile Island Heritage webpage
Three Mile Island Alert, Inc

Feature

Game Commission Issues Springtime Alert: Do Not Disturb ¥ung Wildlife

Whether hiking in the woods, driving through the
countryside or simply enjoying nature, outdoor
enthusiasts encountering wildlife, especially young
wildlife, are encouraged to leave the animals alone ang
not remove them from the wild.

"Being outdoors in the spring is an enjoyable w
to spend time and learn more about nature,” said Calv§i
W. DuBrock, Game Commission Bureau of Wildlife '
Management director. "In the coming months, it will
become common to find young deer, rabbits, birds, racomoother wildlife that may
appear to be abandoned. Rest assured that in most basgs,ihg animal probably was
not abandoned and the best thing to do is not disturb it."

DuBrock noted many adult animals tend to forage for food &and i to their
young. Also, wildlife often relies on a natural defeagactic called the "hider strategy,”
where young animals will remain motionless and "hide'umaunding cover while adults
draw the attention of predators or other intruders away their young.

"While it may appear as if the adults are abandoning yloeing, in reality, this is
just the animal using its natural instincts to protect itsngguUDuBrock said. "Nature also
protects young animals with camouflaging color and by gitivegn little scent to avoid
being detected by predators.

27


http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/heritage/cwp/view.asp?A=3&Q=444601
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/heritage/cwp/view.asp?A=3&Q=444608
http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/opinion/1175032511233260.xml&coll=1
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/1174958708199750.xml&coll=1
http://local.lancasteronline.com/4/202145
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=520117
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/heritage/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=444566
http://www.tmia.com/accident

PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

"Wild animals are not meant to be pets, and we mustsiit our well-meaning
and well-intentioned urge to want to care for wildlif@aking wildlife from its natural
settings and into your home may expose or transmitdpl®r domestic animals wildlife
diseases. Wildlife also may carry parasites - sudteas, ticks or lice - that you wouldn't
want infesting you, your family, your home or your pets."

To emphasize his point, DuBrock noted that in 2003, a Crawdounty woman
picked up two young raccoons along Canal Road between HamtatmConneaut Lake,
and took them home with her. They had been found along#uewhere a female raccoon
had apparently been killed by a car. One of the youngoascappeared sick, so the
woman contacted the Game Commission and a Wildlifes€wation Officer went to her
home. A few days later, the animal tested positivedbires, and the woman had to begin
the post-exposure shot regimen.

"This is just one example of what we hear every yeaople having to subject
themselves to treatment for possible exposure to ralide®rock said. "In nearly all
cases, people's well-meaning and well-intentioned acsikilhsequire that the animal be
put down in the interest of protecting public health."

According to the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculturerelwere 505 reported
rabies cases in 2006, an increase from the 406 reportedrc28€8%. The highest number
of reported rabies cases was 611, which was recorded in 1990.

Protecting public health from exposure to disease is onlpbtiee concerns, noted
Rich Palmer, Game Commission Bureau of Wildlife Prmecacting director.

"Protecting public safety also is an important mattetlierGame Commission to consider
when faced with situations in which people have removétlif® from the wild," Palmer
said. "Habituation to humans is a serious concern,ldBfevthat loses its natural fear of
humans can pose a public safety risk."

To emphasize his point, Palmer noted that, last Noverakleg-year-old, six-point
antlered deer attacked and severely injured a Clinton Ccontyle.

"Our investigation discovered evidence and testimony tfeaindy who lived near
the victims had illegally harbored and fed the deer asva,fand had continued to do so
up until the time that it attacked the victims," Palned s

"This particular incident was the subject of numerowgsngtories around the state,
as well as the focus of two news releases issued liyahee Commission, in our attempt
to warn people of the possible dangers associated witméeeddlife.”

In addition, Palmer noted that it is illegal to take osgess wildlife from the wild.
Under state law, the penalty for such a violationfis@of up to $1,500 per animal. The
couple who fed the deer in the Clinton County case Yeened guilty by a district justice
and ordered to pay a fine of $300 plus court costs.

"Under no circumstances will anyone who illegally takaéslife into captivity be
allowed to keep that animal,” Palmer said. "While residlenes to view wildlife and are
very compassionate, they must enjoy wildlife fromstahce and allow nature to run its
course."

Palmer also pointed out that, under a working agreemémstate health officials,
any "high risk" rabies vector species confiscated musub@nized and tested rather than
relocated. Though any mammal may carry rabies, specietsfiei@ in the agreement are:
skunks, raccoons, foxes, bats, coyotes and groundhogs.
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"Except for some species of bats, populations of hBotabies vector species are
thriving," Palmer said. "Therefore, to protect public heaitt safety, it only makes sense
to put an animal down for testing, rather than risk 1aiog a potentially rabid animal.”
DuBrock said it always is wise to avoid wild animals andrestrange domestic pets
because of the potential rabies risk.

"Animals infected with rabies may not show obvious symtdmt still may be
able to transmit the disease," DuBrock.

People can get rabies from the saliva of a rabid anintia¢yf are bitten or
scratched, or if the saliva gets into the person's eyesth or a fresh wound. The last
human rabies fatality in Pennsylvania was a 12-year-oldyreg County boy who died
in 1984.

Quick Clips

Here’'s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpms around the state...

Deer Taking Heavy Toll on PA’s Forests

300 Year Old Tree to Be Taken Down

PA Farmers Say They Have to Uproot

EAC Network Rewards Wallace Woodlands Efforts
Chesco Philanthropist Donates 568 Acres for Open Space
Another Dentist Reduces Energy, Environmental Costs
Simple Things Can Stop Global Warming

Editorial: Global Warming

Op-Ed: Climate Act Would Hurt State’s Economy and Workers
Students Complete to Design Solar Home

Council is Aiming for Cleaner Energy

Going Green in Ways Big and Small

Being Green Doesn’t Take a Lot of Green

Op-Ed: Local Businesses Should Go Green

Chester County Hospitals Going Green

State College Gets Green Ranking

Dickinson College Tracks Trash

Dickinson School of Law Plans Green Building

Adams Electric Officials Expect Rate Hikes

Free Composters Come With Classes

lllegal Garbage Dumping Holds Back Monroe County Recyclifigres
Lebanon County Officials Back Regional Planning

Lower Merion OKs Initiatives to Preserve Open Land

DEP Waste Transportation Safety Program Improvements
Wind Company Defends Project

Wind Turbines a Big Issue for Small Towns

Editorial: Interest Renews in Expansion of Nucleaw®o
TMI Watchdog Group Marks 30th Anniversary

TMI Watchdog Turns 30

Power Line Gets Negative Reaction

Peregrine Falcons Trying to Nest Atop Reading Building
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Erie National Wildlife Refuge Going Native, Plant Wise

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr&ennsylvania.

Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education Seeks Futhe Educator

Physician Honored for Watershed Work

Bill Promises Cleaner Water

Strong Support for Proposal to Help Farmers Improve Waierwa
REAP Gathers Momentum

Amy Wolfe, Trout Unlimited, Streams Still Need Help

Mill Creek Watershed Project to Make Creek Safe for Brdwout
Recommendations Made on Clarion River Project

Students, Residents Join for Creek Cleanup

Conservancy Hopes to Revive Connoquenessing Creek for Ganoeis
Landowner Issues Impact Access to Streams

Editorial: Let’s All Help Push Acid Mine Cleanup Initiative
Allegheny Forest to Tighten Requlations on Wells

DRBC Flexible Flow Plan Worries River Town Residents

As Flood Walls Age, Towns Must Find Money for Repairs
Saving the Bay Could Cost Sewer Plants

Elevated Arsenic Found in Some Northern PA Water Wells
Trout Season: New Angles

Regulations

No new regulations were published this week.

Pennsylvania Bulletin — March 31, 2007

Comment DeadlinesTechnical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Requlations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Department of Environmental Protectirblished formal noticef the 2007 new
source set-asides for nitrogen oxide emissions.

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise nokedTo: PA Environment Digest

Calendar Page

Only Three More Watersheds Data System Workshops Remai

April 3 — Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee ListerBegsion. Greater
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank, 1 N. Linden St., Duque4@e00.

April 4 — Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee ListerSegsion.
Salvation Army Camp Ledore, Waymart. 11:00.

April 4 — CANCELLED. DEP Cleanup Standards Scientific Advisory Bomeeting.
Next scheduled meeting September 19.

April 5 — Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee Lister8egsion. Lebanon
County Conservation District, 2120 Cornwall Road, Lebar@0.

April 5 — Independent Regulatory Review Commission meeting todemsQB Final
New Source Review Air Quality Regulation. 14th Floon@oence Room, 333
Market St. 10:30.

April 5-6: Preparing for the Storm: Stormwater Solutions for PA @oimities State
College.

April 12 — House Consumer Affairs Committee informational nmegetin water and
wastewater utilities. Room G-50 Irvis Building. 9:30.

April 12 — DCNR Snowmobile and ATV Advisory Committaaeeting. Room 105
Rachel Carson Building. 9:00.

April 13 — Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee Listergegsion on
Issues Affecting Agriculture and Rural PA. The Lemon Houdlegheny Portage
Railroad, 110 Federal Park Road, Gallitzin. 12:45

April 13-15: PA Assn. Environmental Educatdiido Child Left Insid& Conference.
Wilkes-Baree.

April 16 - Environmental Issues Forydoint Legislative Air and Water Pollution
Control and Conservation Committee featuring Julia May#&eep PA Beautiful.
Room 205 Ryan Building. Noon.

April 17 — CANCELLED. Environmental Quality Board meetingext scheduled
meeting is May 16.

April 26 — Joint Conservation Committdorestry Task Force meeting. Celebration
Hall by Hoags, 2280 Commercial Blvd., State College. 10:00.

April 27 — Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee Listeniegston. Berks
County Agricultural Center, 1238 County Welfare Road, Legsp®:00.

April 27-28: West Branch Susquehanna Restoration Symposium lll. Geiwtél.
Williamsport. Contact: Amy Wolfe at 570-726-3118 or send étoaawolfe @tu.org
Video Blog: Amy Wolfe Talks About Restoring the West Branch
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DEP Calendar of Events

Watershed Events (courtesy PA Organization for Watersheds & Rivers)

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesy PA Center for Environmental Education)

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

Helpful Web Links

PA Environment Digest Video Blog

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network Watershed Weekly

DEP Press ReleasesDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitt/e actions téA
Environment Digest - DHess@CrisciAssociates.coor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digest is edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Crisci Associates and the public. Crisci AssociatesHiarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comgmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Crisci Asstegacall 717-234-1716.

All rights reserved.

Supporting Member PA Outdoor Writers Association

PA Environment Digest is a supporting member of tRennsylvania Outdoor Writers
Association.
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