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Join Community, Watershed Groups in the 2008 Great PA Cleanup!

Join nearly 140,000 friends and neighbors from all across
Pennsylvania that volunteer to remove litter and trasin fr

roadways, parks and streambanks as part of the aGneizi

» PA Cleanupsponsored by the Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful
f Alliance, state agencies and many other partners.

c The entire cleanup campaign - with a special

¥ emphasis on creatirigtter- Free School Zoneswill run

: s from April 19 to May 3.

Groups and event coordinators registering their eventbevilligible for free

disposal space for the trash they pick up and to wirktiian prizes from participating

sponsors. Groups must register their events by Aprib it teligible.

Last year, more than 139,000 volunteers from allodinties removed 7.4 million
pounds of trash from roads, parks, schools, waterwaldlifevereas and communities.

Video Blog: Volunteers Join in 29th Street Cleanup Along Capit@e@Belt

This year's initiative again includes a focus on t-Feee School Zones, a program
launched byKeep Pennsylvania Beautifidosponsor of the Great PA Cleanup.
Participating schools agree to check the campus groureldynand remove litter, and
also to promote and implement all campus events asfliée events.

Groups that register their cleanup events as part @itbat PA Cleanup will be
eligible for free landfill space to dispose of non-idable waste collected during their
cleanup events courtesy of thennsylvania Waste Industries Associaamd its member
companies.

Groups and coordinators who report the results of theameips will be eligible for
thank you gift cards from a growing number of Pennsylvangniegses sponsoring the
Great PA Cleanup.

The state departments of Environmental Protectiansportation and
Conservation and Natural Resources are members okt Rennsylvania Beautiful
alliance and partners in the Great PA Cleanup.

PennDOT supports the cleanup by providing participantsfreighgloves, safety
vests and trash bags.

PA CleanWaysa nonprofit group dedicated to fighting illegal dumping ke,
is coordinating all cleanup event registrations and ctidias reporting.

TheGreat PA Cleanup websigdso contains safety information, links to other
cleanup organizations, a logo that can be downloaded, Tisimkbn transfers and posters,
and lesson plans for teachers.
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Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Inc. is supported and sponsorediol aange of
businesses, trade organizations, civic and environmental giemgpstate and local
government agencies. It is the state affiliate ofndtgonalKeep America Beautifuthat
was founded to promote litter prevention, community beiaatibn and improvement, and
waste reduction.

The following is a list of organizations sponsoring KeepriBglvania Beautiful
and the Great PA Cleanup:

AAA Mid-Atlantic, Audubon Pennsylvania, Best Buy, Citiedleatown, Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh, Departments of Conservation and Naturalétess, Education,
Environmental Protection and Transportation, County Cosiomsrs Association of
Pennsylvania, GreenTreks Network, Home Depot, Institugcodp Recycling Industries,
Keep Lancaster Beautiful, Keep Philadelphia Beautifelyd€one Sanitary Landfill, PA
CleanWays, Pennsylvania Association of Convention & MisiBureaus, Pennsylvania
Builders Association, Pennsylvania Downtown Center, Sd@nania Environmental
Council, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, Pennsylvania Food MerchasusiAson,
Pennsylvania Horticulture Society, Pennsylvania Host Munidisgectors, Pennsylvania
Landscape & Nursery Association, Pennsylvania Organizatidviabérsheds and Rivers,
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, Pennsylvania ResGatell,
Pennsylvania Beverage Association, Pennsylvania State Asso@&Borough
Managers, Pennsylvania State Association of Township SgpesyPennsylvania Waste
Industries Association, Pocono Mountains Vacation BurBeafessional Recyclers of
Pennsylvania, Schuylkill Keep It Pretty, Sierra CluPehnsylvania, Pennsylvania
Landscape and Nursery Association, The Steel Recyclinigubesand Waste
Management Inc.

For additional information, call the toll-freerfhsylvania Recycling and Litterbug
Hotline at 1-888-548-8372.
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On the Hill

» Session Schedule

* Onthe Senate/House Agenda

» Senate/House Bills Moving/Bills Introduced

* House Environmental Committee Reports Heating Assist@toemnwater Bills
* House Republicans Examine Ways to Lower Consumer Elé&itisc

* Regional Compact Might Aid Fight Against Electric Cormdo

* House Hearing on Budget Yields Support for More Environméntading

* House Environmental Committee Sets Hearing on Exteriglicfric Rate Caps
* Environmental Synopsis Features E-Waste Dilemma

Other News

* Gov. Rendell Announces Nine Winners of Environmental ExceiéAward

* Rebounding Youghiogheny River Named DCNR's River of the Yea

* Nominations Accepted for 2008 Friend of the Lehigh River Alwar

* 12th Annual Lehigh River Sojourn Set for June 20-25
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» Conservation Districts Announce Legislator Recognifdevard Winners

* PA American Water Accepting Applications for Environmé&eant Program
* Anglers Invited to Chart Future of Raystown Lake

» EPA Settlement With Upper Southampton Includes PharmaaéEducation
* Pennsylvanians Urged to Evaluate Flood Insurance Needs

» 2nd Annual Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Poetry, Esdaytatography Contest
 BP Donates $13,000 to Three PA Boy Scouts Councils

» Harrisburg, Pittsburgh Peregrine Falcons Make Their Ofleteut This Week
* Game Commission to Provide Wildlife Workshops for Teash

* Game Commission Reports Deer Harvest Down 11 Pe@atLast Season
 WHPC Offers Land Preservation and Conservation Eadsrisdorkshop

* Exelon-EPURON Solar Center Breaks Ground on 3,700 MW Plant

* Chem-Fab Site in Doylestown Added to EPA's Superfund List

» Backyard Composting Courses to Be Offered in 50 Counties

» Protecting Pennsylvania’s Historic Resources ConferencelMieh6

Spotlight

» Conservation Districts Hold Capitol Legislative DayPush Initiatives
Feature

* Western Pennsylvania Land: A Legacy for Future Generations

Grants & Awards

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

Agriculture, Environmental Groups Create a “Storm” at Capitol — Video Blog

Penn State’Sollege of Agricultural SciencethePA

% No-Till Alliance and theChesapeake Bay Foundation
3 participated in “College Capitol Day,” which focused
on the importance of agricultural research giving
farmers new tools to reduce their environmental
footprint.

The event also celebrated the success of
partnerships in achieving agricultural and
environmental quality improvements for
Pennsylvania’s lands and waterways and the recently
passedResource Enhancement and Protection Tax Credit Pro@REAP) farm
conservation tax credit.

Matthew Ehrhart, Executive Director of CBF’'s Pennsylvddiice, introduced
speakers Sen. Mike Brubaker (R-Lancaster) and Rep. Mike HBa@Gantre), the chairs
of the Senate and House Agriculture and Rural Affairs @itees, Agricultural Secretary
Dennis Wolff, Robert Steele, Dean of Penn State’se@elbof Agriculture and Dr. Sjoerd
Duiker, a Soil Management Specialist from Penn State.

Each spoke to the challenges facing Pennsylvania agriculhaé¢ha need for
collaboration among many interests.
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“Agriculture and clean water are vital to Pennsylvaniaeeny, and REAP helps
farmers by enabling them to protect water quality by makinggrorements to their
farms,” said Matthew Ehrhart, Executive Director oflE8Pennsylvania office. “For
every dollar of tax credit this year, farmers are stvg almost a dollar as well,
strengthening local economies across the Commonwealth.”

Video Blog: Matt Ehrhart’'s comments

Rep. Hanna expressed his support for the REAP Program givingriaa new tool
to help fund farm conservation measures. He noted the gabpas a bipartisan initiative
sponsored by Rep. Jerry Stern (R-Blair).

Video Blog: Rep. Hanna's remarks

Sen. Brubaker spoke in support of the partnerships helpirgutigre, as
illustrated by the sponsor of the event, and the neaatk cooperatively to continue the
water quality improvements in the Chesapeake Bay Watgrsh

Video Blog: Sen. Brubaker’'s comments

Department of Agriculture Secretary Dennis Wolff alschhghted the success of
the new REAP Program. He noted that over 50 percergrofdylvania’s row crop land
was now using no-till farming measures that reduced nutighisediment runoff.

Video Blog: Secretary Wolff's remarks

Robert Steele, Dean of the College of Agriculture Sms, said his message was
simple-- “we’re all in this together” and about the impoce of agriculture research to
give farmers more options.

Video Blog: Robert Steele’s comments

Dr. Sjoerd Duiker, of the Crop Management Extension Gatugenn State,
explained the benefits of no-till farming to improve farmagurction and reduce nutrient
and sediment runoff.

Video Blog: Dr. Buiker’'s remarks

This event was part of Penn State's College Capitplabfvities sponsored by the
Penn State Agricultural Council and the Pennsylvania Coah€lboperative Extension
Associations.

More than 160 representatives of the agricultural industdysupporters of county-
based cooperative extension programs visited the caépitalghout the day to emphasize
how state support for agricultural research and cooperaktension is an investment that
can enhance agricultural profitability, environmental quafidpd safety, healthy families,
vibrant communities, and the development of renewableygne

Link: Rodale Institute No-Till+ Webpage

Video Blog Feature

Penn State’s Rainfall Demonstrator Clearly Shows Benefitsf No-Till

lllustrating the need for best management practicearoms,
Penn State’&ainfall Demonstratoliterally “made it rain” in
the Capitol this week. W

The hands-on display demonstrated how unprotecte n\-..';'-,._._ <.
soil can wash off the land during rain events, causirtgiwa b
quality problems and reducing farm productivity.
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Dr. Sjoerd Duiker, a Penn State agronomist, discussdaktiefits of cover crops,
good conservation and no-till planting techniques usindg#raonstrator.

The Rainfall Demonstrator is a self-contained displet represents the effects of
soil management practices on runoff and soil erosioenpial of active farmland. It allows
visitors to experience first-hand the effects of niosyistems on environmental quality.

The Demonstrator sprays water on three different elesmgd farming techniques:
an actual sample of a field that has used no-till prestior 29 years, a tray showing
reduced tillage techniques and traditional farming methods.

No-till systems include continuous mulch cover, covepsr and diverse crop
rotations. Research has shown the positive impattesetsystems on soil organic matter
content, soil aggregation and water infiltration, transy in improved water and air
quality.

Video Blog: Dr. Sjoerd Duiker shows benefits of no-till farming

Link: PA No-Till Alliance
Rodale Institute No-Till+ Webpage

On the Hill

Session Schedule
The Senate and House will return to voting session th& ofddarch 31.

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidive online.

On the Senate/House Agenda/Bills Introduced

The Senate and House published committee schedules<toneek and floor Calendars
for the week of March 31—

Calendars

House (March 31):House Bill 1078§Hanna-D-Clinton) establishing the Elk Damage
Fund providing for deterrent fences for deer, bear andnelipayment of claims for elk
damage;House Resolution 54(eorge-D-Clearfield) urging Congress to investigate gas
and energy pricesjouse Resolution 62(George-D-Clearfield) urging federal
government to provide more heating assistance funditigise Bill 2233Freeman-D-
Lehigh) extending grants under the EIm Street Program bieyenoriginal five year term;

Special Session House Bill 1Bennington-R-Mifflin) amends the Alternative
Energy Portfolio Standards Act to provide for increlsse of energy efficiency, extends
the compliance period from 15 to 21 years and provides additinfedtones for the use
of alternative energyspecial Session House Bill IKing-D-Bucks) establishing a State
Energy Office;Special Session House Bill {Mcllvaine Smith-D-Montgomery)
excluding purchase price of hybrid electric vehicles fromssaihel use taxgpecial Session
House Resolution gThomas-D-Philadelphia) designating the week of Noverhbel7 as
“National Geography Awareness Week.”
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Senate (March 31)House Bill 1214(Surra-D-EIk) changing the terms of Game
Commissioners from eight to four yeakguse Bill 1281(Freeman-D-Lehigh) requiring
municipalities to take steps to protect the Appalachian; Haiise Bill 1329 Kessler-D-
Berks) further providing for appeals and challenges to zanidigpances.

Committees

House the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee hdiésring to solicit
testimony on proactive policies on a transition tokaabased electric rates and on
Special Session House Bill §&eorge-D-Clearfield) providing for a temporary extension
of rate caps; the House Republican Policy Committeesteliearing on Chesapeake Bay
Tributary Strategy compliance costs at Juniata College.

Bills Introduced
These environmental bills of interest were introducedwieisk—

Social, Economic, Recreation Impacts of Game Commission Deoiss: House Bill
2381 (Hanna-D-Centre) prohibits current or former employdgheoGame Commission
from being named commissioners and requires “In all ii@lehanagement decisions, the
commissioners shall be guided by the principles of bestagement practices utilizing
scientific analysis supported by verifiable data with egegédrd for the social, economic
and recreational impacts of their decisions.”

Green SchoolsSenate Bill 131§Waugh-R-York) requiring the Department of Education
to create a central clearinghouse of prototypical scfaadity designs, including those
that incorporate green building features.

Senate/House Bills Moving
These Senate and House environmental bills moved this week--
Senate

Medical Sharps: House Bill 132((Siptroth-D-Monroe) establishing a disposal program
for home-generated medical sharps was referred to S&pptepriations Committee.

House

State Energy Office:Special Session House Bill {King-D-Bucks) establishing a State
Energy Office was reported from the House Appropriat@ommittee and is on the
House Calendar for action.

LIHEAP Funding: House Resolution 62(George-D-Clearfield) urging federal
government to provide more heating assistance fundingepasted from the House
Environmental Resources and Energy Committee and is natnedHouse Calendar for
action.
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Stormwater Planning: House Bill 2266(Steil-R-Bucks) expanding stormwater planning
requirements was reported out of the House EnvironmeetdRces and Energy
Committee with a request the bill be referred to the Hdugsal Government Committee
and it was referred.

House Environmental Committee Reports Heating Assistance, &mwater Bills

The House Environmental Resources and Energy Commépeeted out legislation on
home heating assistance and stormwater managemetdtiegis The bills include:
* House Resolution 62(George-D-Clearfield) urging the federal government to igeov
more heating assistance funding; and
* House Bill 2266Steil-R-Bucks) expanding stormwater planning requiremeitksa
request the bill be referred to the House Local Govern@enimittee.
Rep. Bud George (D-Clearfield) serves as Majority Chiatihe® House
Environmental Resources and Energy Committee and Rep.Hdottinson (R-Venango)
serves as Minority Chair.

House Republicans Examine Ways to Lower Consumer Electric B3

The benefits of allowing the marketplace to set thesrfatlePennsylvania's electric
industry, thereby making the industry more competitive avidg more options to
consumers, was the topic of a hearing this week by theeHegublican Policy
Committee.

The hearing was co-chaired by Reps. Mike Turzai (R-Alery), chairman of the
House Republican Policy Committee; Scott Hutchinson (Ravigo), Minority Chair of
the House Environmental Resources and Energy ComnattdeStan Saylor (R-York),
chairman of the House Republican Policy Committee'sdgyrtask Force.

The Republican Policy Committee held the hearing to disthesbest mechanisms
to help smooth the transition from a state regulatedsingtio a competitive market as the
rate caps are removed. All of Pennsylvania's rate cagseate expire by 2011. Testifiers
included a variety of experts from the energy industry.

House Republicans are committed to exploring all optiorease the transition to a
competitive market. One option — the reduction of thétyGross Receipts tax — was
praised by members of the panel as a creative approadothdtjumpstart competition in
Pennsylvania.

"We believe that one of the best ways to help conssimigh rising energy costs is
by cutting taxes," Rep. Saylor said. "Reducing the Utilitgss Receipts tax will put more
money into the pockets of Pennsylvanians and ensure cordidetite marketplace.”
"That is the most creative solution by a state thatheard of," sai®busan Tierngy
managing principal for Analysis Group.

Allowing the marketplace to work without government ifée2nce was a common
theme among all the testifiers.

"Pennsylvania has been a leader in the nation in delivérengenefits of electric
competition to millions of consumers," saidn FreemgrExelon Generation vice
president. "Competition has dramatically improved the atpey performance of existing
generating units and given incentive to the constructioreaf power generation,
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including alternative energy resources. Perhaps mosfisgii restructuring has shifted
the financial risk of construction, operation and owhgref electric generation from
consumers to merchant power plan investors."

According toAldie Warnock external affairs vice president for Allegheny Energy,
western Maryland recently went through the deregulgirocess; he stressed the
importance of consumer education. "People [in Marylamiijhot even know they were
under caps," he said.

"Rate caps have shielded consumers from the true ceseay in many parts of
the Commonwealth for a decade,"” saiolug Krall manager of regulatory strategy for PPL
Electric Utilities. "As a result, the expiration &#te caps will accelerate the deployment of
advanced metering systems providing for time-of-use rateshe development of energy
efficiency and conservation programs; all of which aresuess that can help customers
make wise energy choices, take greater control af éectricity use and achieve savings
on their energy costs."

The testifiers agreed that the implementation ofehmeasures will help residential
users succeed in Pennsylvania's new competitive energy market.

"The reality is that we must develop our existing domessources in order to
lessen the impact of rate caps and achieve true emetgyandence,” Rep. Hutchinson
stated. "Increasing our traditional base-load productiimpgrative for success in a
competitive energy market. Additional generation isrgiterm necessity to meet
increasing consumer demand and mitigate the skyrocketihgfesergy."

"We need to follow through with electric deregulation ethwill bring competition
and market forces to the supply of electricity,” sagpRTurzai. "An important reason for
deregulation is that consumers will move toward co/®n and demand side
management that will ultimately help the environment@retk consumer costs.

"There are certain items we should do to mitigatetietéty price increases in
changing toward a free market system, first and foremdasing the tax on consumers'
electric bills. We eliminated this tax on natural gas usage now we need to do the same
for electric usage," he added.

Regional Compact Might Aid Fight Against Electric Corridor

House Majority Leader Bill DeWeese (D-Greene) wahes@ommonwealth to join forces
with other states in forming a "regional transmissiting agency."

"The federal Energy Policy Act of 2005 usurps the traditiand fundamental role
of the Commonwealth and its political subdivisions toidie land use issues, including the
approval and location of high voltage electric transimisgnes, and subjects landowners
to federal eminent domain authority,” Rep. DeWeese said.

However, Congress included language in the law that givesitsent for three or
more contiguous states to enter into an interstate adrtgpastablish a "regional
transmission siting agency."

"The agency would facilitate siting of future electriartsmission facilities within
those states and carry out the electric energy trigs&m siting responsibilities of those
states," said Rep. DeWeese, D-Greene/Fayette/Washirigitenmost important aspect of
forming a compact is that member states would only be dubj&ection 1221 of the law
under limited circumstances."
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Rep. DeWeese is seeking co-sponsors for legislatiatiogethe Mid-Atlantic
Area National Corridor Compact Act.

He also plans to reach out to officials in othetestaffected by the electric
transmission corridor designation, including Delawararand, New Jersey, New York,
Ohio, Virginia and West Virginia, as well as the Dstiof Columbia.

Earlier this week, U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter stopped by Beyeese's Harrisburg
office to discuss the recent announcement by the U.S$g¥Bepartment denying a
rehearing of the transmission corridor designations.

For more information, visit Rep. DeWeesg'ansmission line webpage

House Hearing on Budget Yields Support for More EnvironmentaFunding

The House Appropriations Committee this week held a spee@ing on the 2008-09
budget featuring members of the House making their suggestiobsdget priorities.
Several legislators suggested increases in environmenthh@l

Chesapeake Bay Cleanup Funding

Rep. Glen Grell (R-Cumberland) asked for state suppduniing wastewater
plant upgrades required by the Chesapeake Bay clean up steatyigg the Department
of Environmental Protection estimates compliance witc$630 million and other
estimates place the cost above $1 billion, all of windhbe borne by ratepayers without
state assistance.

He noted Maryland and Virginia are both helping to fundiémentation of the
strategies in their states. Rep. Grell asked for ereattof a $300 million grant program,
to be funded over several years. He said at least $40msltiould be appropriated this
year.

Rep. Scott Perry (R-York) also urged state aid for implaing the Chesapeake
Bay clean up strategy, saying if all Pennsylvanians are eegpezipay for mass transit in
Philadelphia, then all Pennsylvanians should be expected tpdyeto clean up the Bay.

Funding Fish & Game Commissions

Rep. Dave Levdansky (D-Allegheny) urged passadeocofse Bill 1676 which
would dedicate a small portion of the sales tax revemtiget Game and Fish and Boat
Commissions (0.00116 percent to the Game Fund and 0.00058 peritenFish Fund).

Rep. Levdansky argued these agencies are funded by licesashdeever they
provide services that affect all Pennsylvanians, not jusehsior anglers, such as wildlife
management and establishing a protocol for the placemenhdfturbines. He noted the
number of hunting and fishing licenses issued by the Conansss declining and
increasing those fees will only further erode these nusnltteis time for a reliable and
permanent public funding source, he stated.

Organic Farming

Rep. Dave Kessler (D-Berks) urged passadémfse Bill 2347 which promotes
organic agriculture and helps farmers transition to organming. He cited the
advantages of organic farming, noting that if every faradepted no-till practices it
would sequester the same amount of carbon as removed|l®8 oars from the roads.

He argued organic farming can save money because it retlecesad for crop
insurance. Organic farming techniques can help farmers wehthgyhts and wet periods
better, provide healthier food which will reduce hea#iheccosts.

Rep. Kessler said $5 million would be needed for the nextesrs.
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Rep. Evans (D-Philadelphia) serves as Majority Chath@fHouse Appropriations
Committee and Rep. Civera (R-Delaware) serves asriyrohair.
NewsClip: Lawmakers Put In Dibs for Next Year’'s State Budget

House Environmental Committee Sets Hearing on Extending Eleéic Rate Caps

Rep. Camille "Bud" George (D-Clearfield), Majority Chairthe House Environmental
Resources and Energy Committee, will hold a second pldicding March 26 on
legislation that would extend utility generation raa@< by two years.

The hearing is scheduled for 1-3 p.m. at the Ramada @unefeiCenter in Altoona.

"The hearing will focus o®pecial Session House Bill 5#&hich would extend
rate-cap protection for two years to residential, cemumal and industrial customers of
PPL, First Energy and PECO," said Rep. George. "Dergguldid not lower prices, and
no one should swallow the utility commercials thaplyrthat competition will bring lower
or even stable electric prices."

Tentatively scheduled to testify are: Stephen L. Feddpciate general counsel,
FirstEnergy Corp.; Richard Hudson Jr., state chairiRetail Energy Supply Association;
David Hughes, Executive Director, Citizen Power; Michdekser, Industrial Energy
Consumers of Pennsylvania; and Aldie Warnock, vice preged¢etnal affairs, Allegheny
Energy Inc.

Under Special Session House Bill 54, utilities could saéi-cap relief annually
when they show significant changes in their costsiriguhe rate-cap extension, energy
would be secured to ensure reliable service at the loveespnable rates through a
portfolio of long-term, short-term and spot market purchalsat meet alternative-energy
requirements.

"We must implement policies now that buffer Pennsylanitizens and businesses
from volatile electricity prices and prevent disastralmjble-digit rate increases," Rep.
George said.

Environmental Synopsis Features E-Waste Dilemma

The March issue of thenvironmental Synopsis newsletfeatures a discussion of the
coming electric waste crisis. Other topics covereduttel cellulosic ethanol production,
climate change-the cost of inaction and acid rain eomsgeduced.

The Synopsis is published by the Joint Legislative Adr Afater Pollution Control
and Conservation Committee. Rep. Scott Hutchinson (faMgo) serves as Chair and
Sen. Ray Musto (D-Luzerne) serves as Vice-Chair.

Other News

Gov. Rendell Announces Nine Winners of Environmental Excethce Award

Gov. Rendell this week recognized nine
- 2
( Goger H_czr S A‘faf dlfor Pennsylvania businesses and
\ nvir OLLCH a organizations adopting environmentally
- Excellence friendly practices and technologies and
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who are working to revitalize communities, reduce pollutend educate the public on the
benefits of being good stewards of the state's naturalness.

Winners of the 2008 awards will be honored by the PennsylvaniaoBmental
Council at a special Earth Day celebration dinner onl&2rin Harrisburg.Visit the PEC
websitefor more information on tickets and sponsorship opport@nitie

"These businesses and organizations, large and smalkvallone thing in
common — they look at environmental challenges as oppoaetsitit do things differently,”
said Gov. Rendell in announcing the recipients ofth@8 Governor's Awards for
Environmental ExcellencéThese awards recognize and celebrate that unique pevspecti
and can-do spirit that makes Pennsylvania a progressive folalo business."

Any Pennsylvania business, government agency, educationaltinstitnon-profit
organization, individual, farm or agribusiness engagedfamts to promote environmental
stewardship and economic development in Pennsylvaniaigitdesto apply.

This year, the Department of Environmental Protectioaived 35 applications
from businesses and organizations from across the Staqrojects are judged on
environmental protection, teamwork, public service, environateclucation and
outreach, pollution prevention, economic impact andvatige technology.

"Whether by investing in new technology, promoting coretson, or educating
future generations about environmental issues, these wishew how we all benefit
when we make the health of our natural resources atpyiaaid DEP Secretary Kathleen
A. McGinty. "We applaud their conservation efforts amabvative thinking."

Winners of the 2008 Governor's Award for Environmental Hegnek receive a
commemorative plague and an outdoor flag to acknowledgedtmmitment to
environmental quality during an event at the winner's logatio

The winning organizations are listed below—

Land Conservancy of Adams County Inc., Gettysburg- The Land Conservancy
purchased conservation easements on 11 properties coYgririgacres to protect
Gettysburg's public water supply. These properties border at®atiles of Marsh Creek
upstream from Gettysburg Municipal Authority's surface weit@ake, along with many
miles of Marsh Creek tributaries. Protecting these pt@seallows the aquifers to
continually recharge and helps to maintain the quality andtitypiahwater of the
Potomac River and the Chesapeake Bay.

The success of this project has been recognized witB.aBdvironmental
Protection Agency Region Il Source Water Protectiorafdhthat credits the project as
the first successful source water-based land presemifa¢st management practices
conservation effort in Pennsylvania.

Conservation Consultants Inc., Pittsburgh— CCl, Inc.conducted a pilot program about
renewable energy technologies in 10 schools in the 2006-0dlsaar. The renewable
energy technologies program provides educators with a matteiculum reinforced with
hands-on tools for demonstration purposes. Students sebdimnd that renewable energy
technologies are cleaner and safer alternativesstil foel generation and viable solutions
for western Pennsylvania. CCI developed the program a$tervay of teachers showed a
critical need for such curriculum.

Specific objectives for the renewable energy technolggegram include students
being able to: recognize various conventional and reneveabl®y generation options;
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measure the impact these technologies have on the eménd; show that renewable
technologies, especially solar power and wind poweryialde technologies for Western
Pennsylvania; develop ways to implement renewable enechgd®gies in small ways
today and stimulate creativity to find solutions for fleire after graduation; suggest
concrete personal actions everyone can adopt to redyzalation; and relate particulate
and mercury pollution to health risks.

ESS Energy Products Inc., Paoli, Chester County ESS Energy Productieveloped
Energy Guardian Kits to eliminate heating and cooling thssugh attic entrances. More
energy is lost though attics than any other areasofhtime. While newly constructed and
most existing homes have insulated and reasonably dadsatéics, it is the entrances to
the attic that are most inevitably overlooked for aedlgg, insulation or both.

To date, more than 1,000 Pennsylvania homeowners have ore®of the kits installed.
The projected savings from installation of an Energy @iaarKit is about $312 per year,
assuming the current cost of electricity and heating Tlreese savings provide a complete
payback of the kit's purchase price in a matter of months

Kendall Auto Parts, Erie -- Kendall Auto Partés an automotive and truck recycling
facility that has made it its mission to reduce padiatio zero; to reduce, recycle and reuse
everything; and to reduce and conserve energy and water.

In addition to being built on a brownfields site, Keltidgporous parking lots are
made from recycled aggregate, the landscaping materiadsreteieved from construction
sites, steel fencing was salvaged from demolished stmsnwater runoff is channeled
into swales and held in a retention pond, and the Igadtick leveler was removed from a
building that was to be demolished and reinstalled inukseat location.

Inside, the building's sub-base is made from recycleceggtg, floors have radiant
heat with individual temperature controls, large winddawgublic spaces make use of
natural light, Energy Star lighting is zone switchalled floor drains are connected to an
oil/water separator before discharging the sewer. Bwefurnishings in the showroom,
counter area and offices are recycled or were rettiéreen other facilities that were to be
demolished. The glass-top tables are made from alumivhe®rls and tires from new cars
that were in a train wreck.

Kendall's indoor automobile recycling operation practices descharge of all
fluids, including engine oil, gasoline, antifreeze anccamditioning refrigerants. The oil is
used as a source of supplementary heat. The antifieezeycled by a licensed
waste/water treatment company. The tires are dispafd®ga licensed waste tire company
and the gas that is pumped from the vehicles' gas tanksusated through filters and
used for the company's delivery trucks.

Borton-Lawson, Wilkes-Barre -- Borton-Lawsons an engineering and architectural firm
that worked in partnership with the Housing Development GirNortheastern
Pennsylvania, government agencies, financial institutiodcammunity groups to
spearhead the Pine Street Neighborhood Revitalizationcpinja three-block area of
downtown Hazleton.

The 24 single-homes have highly efficient heating, cgolMentilation, lighting
and appliances. Energy-efficient construction pairetl thiese features can provide energy
cost savings of about 30 percent over standard construthersolar electric
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(photovoltaic) systems included on the southern-slopdd ofdhe residences supplement
the domestic hot water heater and enables residentsdoger solar energy, thereby
reducing utility costs.

Additionally, through net metering, residents have thitabo transfer any energy
surplus to the local utility in return for reductions inith®llable energy consumption
level.

Pine Street homeowners can expect to spend about $7@0 faryenergy costs
verses more than $1,100 a year for owners of a traditimme built to code. In addition,
ventilation heat recovery systems recapture 70 pecteéhe heat.

Keystone Pallet & Recycling LLC., Milton, Northumberland County -- Keystone
Pallet & Recyclings a small, wooden pallet manufacturing and recyclingniess
employing seven people, but the company has prevented Inaor836 tons of wood
waste from being disposed of in local landfills sinsedigbut in 2004.

Keystone has done this by collecting used and damaged wooti#a pat then
repairing and reselling the refurbished products. Keystonet Balves energy and prevents
air pollution emissions in the process.

A major challenge for recycling businesses is finding mathtaining a steady
source of raw materials to recycle. While, traditiopnathat has involved driving to collect
the materials, increased fuel costs coupled with longltdastances, Keystone devised an
innovative way to collect more used pallets. Rather #snding trucks to multiple
business locations to pick up pallets, a mobile collectronisiinstalled, the used pallets
are collected in the unit, and Keystone picks up the uhytwhen it is full.

Keystone received a 2006 Small Business Advantage Granhéfdinird year in a
row) that was used to purchase three 53-foot portable negyallection units. In May,
two more units were purchased and Keystone now colldaiftak damaged wooden
pallets at 14 of its collection sites in the portaleleycling collection units. It was
estimated that 367 tons of wood waste was going to landfills per year from these
businesses, adding about $8,074 in disposal costs.

These pollution prevention measures at Keystone Redlletave 2,624 gallons of
diesel fuel, amounting to $7,272 annually in fuel savings. thadilly, 330 tons of carbon
dioxide, 209 tons of sulfur dioxide and 28 tons of nitrogen owidleoe eliminated.

Heron's Eye Communications LLC, Greeley, Pike County As producer of the public
television documentary Nature's Keepéfsron's Eye Communicatioispearheaded a
fundraising campaign, coordinated interview subjects andidosa and handled publicity
efforts for this inspiring story of the people of ondPehnsylvania's fastest growing
counties —Pike— who are taking a leadership role in landastisiip and smart growth.
The film presents Pike County as a model for other comitres nationwide that struggle
with similar challenges.

Often called the birthplace of the American conseovamovement because it was
home to the Pinchot family, the documentary highlighéscounty's 150-year-heritage of
natural resource conservation and land stewardship andresahow this legacy
continues today through citizen activism in response tolalevent pressures that have
made it one of the fastest growing areas in the easthUnited States.
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Iron Oxide Recovery Inc., Pittsburgh Allegheny County; and theewickley Creek
Watershed Associatigisewickley Township, Westmoreland Countysn Oxide
Recoveryand the Sewickley Creek Watershed Association becartreepain 1999 when
company owner Robert Hedin approached the associatian singporting iron oxide
recovery experiments at the abandoned Marchand Minanditevber, Westmoreland
County. The mine has discharged thousands of gallons-perterof iron-polluted water
to Sewickley Creek for decades.
The collaboration has resulted in the Lowber site meg Pennsylvania's first and
only commercially successful resource recovery profgatfar, the project has resulted in:
* The recovery and recycling of 4,000 tons of wet iron slubdgewould have otherwise
been landfilled, avoiding at least $150,000 in disposal costs

» Successful treatment of 1,400-2,200 gallons per minute ofwater containing 70-85
milligrams per liter of iron;

* Retention of about 400 tons of iron solids that otheewvould have ended up in
Sewickley Creek and the Youghiogheny River;

* Compliance of Sewickley Creek in Lowber (downstredithe system) with the DEP's
in-stream iron limit of 1.5 milligrams per liter for tHiest time in at least 60 years; and

» Successful incorporation of a 1.6-acre wetland into teeesyand creation of 13 acres
of open water and wetland habitat that has already dmenized by fish, amphibians
and aquatic insects, and has become a refuge for water fowl

This treatment system can be maintained through eightstod labor per month.
Iron Oxide Recovery has taken on that responsibility @asdcbmmitted to maintaining the
system in the future. The company will fund its long-tenaintenance with revenue
produced by sludge recovery.

NewsClip: Growing Greener Grant Presented to Cleanup SewicklegkCr

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Household Hazardous WaBgram
Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia @suntiousehold hazardous
waste coordinatorfsom southeastern Pennsylvania first met in 1997.

The individual counties signed a three-year intergovertahagreement allowing
residents from one county to participate in another gésiobllection event. In 2006, this
agreement was extended for an additional three yeansgin 2009. As a result, in 2006-
07, residents in the five-county region had 48 opportunbiesgponsibly dispose of
hazardous waste.

Each county runs its own program as it pertains togillAs such, a request for
proposal was issued to contract with one household d@zamwaste vendor guaranteeing
24 annual events to the winning vendor, giving the counties tiefibef a "volume
discount." Improvements are made with each successee-tlear program. Language has
been added to allow local recyclers to arrive at tlakofthe day and to harvest such items
as lead acid batteries and cardboard, which resultstragoidance for the program.

In 2006, the Southeastern Regional Household Hazardous Wiagjram held 24
collection events in separate locations within the éwanties and 22,656 residents
participated. Through these events, 981 tons (nearly 2mplbunds) were collected.
The southeastern region is the first region in thiedtatry an intergovernmental
agreement as a successful way of disposing household hazaveste. Meeting monthly
and sharing information, this program continues to improwéevirolding down costs.

Environmental Results

14



PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

The295 winnerwof the Governor’s Environmental Excellence Awards fd887
to 2003 have saved over $1.6 billion, eliminated 3.9 billion galiddngastewater, 249
million tons of air pollution, 266 million tons of sohldaste and saved 346 million kilowatt
hours of electricity.

Past Winners

Past winners of the Governor’s Environmental Exceieywards are available
online: 2007 Winners(no 2006)2005 Winners2004 Winners2004 Winners 2003
Winners 2002 Winners 2001 Winners 2000 Winners1999 Winners1998 Winners
1997 Winnersand1996 Winners

You can also be inspired by the good work of the winoktkse Governor’s
Watershed Stewardship Awards f5i02and2001

Rebounding Youghiogheny River Named DCNR's River of the Year

Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary Mic
DiBerardinis this week named the Youghiogheny RIi
as the Commonwealth's River of the Year for 2008.

The designation recognizes the watershed's s
from a threatened past to a promising recreational
future and its role in Western Pennsylvania history.

"While it is recovering from serious 2
degradation from mine drainage, the Youghiogheny A Sy 4
remains fragile and in need of ongoing improvements oy s e

and protection from new sources of pollution," said

Secretary DiBerardinis. "Scores of partners working &s@rve, protect and enhance this
great resource have pumped new life into the river amandny communities surrounding
it."

Popularly knows as the as "the Yough," the river floatm132 miles from its
origination in Maryland to its mouth at McKeesport.

Before emptying into the Monongahela River south of Buttgh, the more than
70-mile section of the Youghiogheny River in Pennsylvania ddgRE0 square miles in
Somerset, Fayette, Westmoreland and Allegheny counties.

"The Yough is steeped in rich national and industriabhystsurrounded by towns
where George Washington camped during the French and Indigh 8&id Secretary
DiBerardinis. "The greatest mineral resource in Ameritiatory, the Pittsburgh Coal
Seam, is centered in the Yough's corridor. Now it's besdgcovered by a new breed of
travelers - anglers, canoeists and rafters who btswehitewater, and hikers trekking
along the Great Allegheny Passage as it parallelsvéefor nearly 70 miles."”

Boasting a 150-foot-wide waterfall, the river is the tquaint of the 19,000-acre
Ohiopyle State Park, which attracts more than 1.5 miligitors a year. The river's
whitewater attracts 100,000 boaters each year for thieothrapids that can be run all
summer with releases from Youghiogheny River Lake.

DCNR's "River of the Year" designation honors loeslidents, governments, non-
profit and conservation organizations working to improaemvays and the quality of life
in their watersheds across the state.

With this year's designation, the Youghiogheny River véltiie subject of a
Rivers Month poster to be issued in June.
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To help celebrate, the Pennsylvania Environmental Countitevive the "Yough
River Sojourn,” which had been held for several yeatkarate 1990s and early 2000s. A
sojourn is a water-based journey for canoeists, kayakel ®thers to raise awareness of
the environmental, recreational, tourism and heritaggegadf rivers.

The sojourn will offer several days of canoeing, whataw rafting and bicycle
riding on the parallel Great Allegheny Passage, alotig evivironmental education and
interpretation opportunities.

For more information, visit th®hiopyle State Park webpagad thePA River
Sojourn webpage

NewsClips: Yough River Cleanup Lauded

Op-Ed: The Yough is Worth Protecting

Link: The Youghiogheny River Tralil

Nominations Accepted for 2008 Friend of the Lehigh River Award

Nominations are now being accepted for the Friend of &ieglh River Award given
annually bywildlands Conservancin acknowledgement of individuals, groups,
organizations, businesses, institutions, governmental ficahe others who deserve to be
recognized for their commitment to preserving, protectirgprang, and enhancing the
Lehigh River and the Lehigh River valley.

The deadline for nominations is May 2.

“This award recognizes those individuals or organizatioatrttake stewardship of
the Lehigh River a top priority. The award winnersdedicated not only to maintaining
the beauty of the river, but understand the importantei®hatural resource for the
present and future generations,” said Christopher Kochesident of Wildlands
Conservancy.

Nominations can be submitted by a one-page summary obtheee’s
accomplishments and justification for receiving the awatontact information of the
nominee and the group or individual making the nominationldhze included.

This year’s award winners will be announced during the 12tluélrirehigh River
Sojourn, being held June 20 — June 25. A small receptidbeviield on June 23 at the
Triboro Sportmans Club.

Send nominations to Friend of the Lehigh River Award Natmim Committee,

c/o Wildlands Conservancy, 3701 Orchid Place, Emmaus, PA 18049.

12th Annual Lehigh River Sojourn Set for June 20-25

The12th Annual Lehigh River Sojouisponsored by the
Wildlands Conservancy will be held from June 20 to Jun
25.

This five-day trip stretches from the rapids of Upp
Lehigh Gorge and will end at Hugh Moore Park, Easton
The trip includes whitewater rafting, canoeing, and
kayaking. Participants have the option of registerimg fo
one or multiple days. Proceeds benefit Wildlands
Conservancy.
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Registration fees include camp site, shuttle serviceredimeals, educational
programs and entertainment. Registration costs fariheMlembers of Wildlands
Conservancy — Day 1 (rafting) - $85, Days 2 & 3 - $55/day, D&ys - $50/day; Non-
members — Day 1 (rafting) - $95; Days 2 & 3 - $65/day, Day 4-&@&0/day. Canoe,
paddles and Personal Floatation Devices (PFDs) arkalleaior rent through Wildlands
Conservancy for $12 per person/per day. Sojourners proddeothin camping
equipment. Pre-registration is required.

The Safety crew is supervised by Northeast PA Kayakimgp&and is comprised
of members from the Lehigh Valley Canoe Club and Mali€anoe Safety Patrol. Rafts
and safety guides are provided by Pocono Whitewater Advenuar®ay 1 of the trip.

The Lehigh was th2007 River of the Yean Pennsylvania.

For more information, contact Elizabeth McKinney, Depenent Manager, at
610-965-4397 ext. 26 or vidiehigh River Sojourn webpage

Conservation Districts Announce Legislator Recognition Award Whners

ThePennsylvania Association of Conservation Distrihis week announced Sen. Roger
Madigan (R-Bradford) and Sen. Michael Waugh (R-Yorkjeathis year’s winners of the
PACD Legislator Recognition Award.

The PACD presents this award to legislators whoseandstg efforts have helped
further the activities and accomplishments of the PAZPennsylvania's 66 county
conservation districts.

Sen. Roger Madigan, who is retiring at the end of this, yees been a leader in the
agricultural and environmental community all of his lifehe Senator’s work representing
conservation districts has had an enormous impact mseceation related issues
throughout the Commonwealth.

He has hosted Stream Bank Erosion Roundtable discussmndipg the
opportunity for conservation district representatiediscuss local environmental issues
with state and federal officials. He has sponsored-bartdurs of environmental issues
including reclaimed mine land and acid mine drainage treatiaeitities, and established
the State’s Environmentally Sensitive MaintenancBidgfand Gravel Roads Program

The Sen. Madigan also proposed legislation to establiabk force studying
renewal and management of Pennsylvania’s forests, and eedslygst in starting a
watershed initiative in his district.

Sen. Madigan is a strong supporter of agricultural and enveotahyouth
programs and has earned the respect of his peers anahstisusmts through a lifetime of
commitment to agriculture and the environment.

Sen. Michael Waugh has been a long-time ally to Geasen Districts and their
programs to promote environmental stewardship througholgdisative career.
Especially active in promoting environmental education, $éugh hosted an
environmental education forum for York County teachers, pioyithem with
information and access to ecological resources foragmucprogramming.

Sen. Waugh is a Commissioner on ttieesapeake Bay Commissjavhose goal is
to clean up pollution, restore habitats and protect fish alddiferin the Chesapeake Bay.
He also serves on the Board of Directors of the fuameners of America (FFA)
Foundation, and the Farm Show Commission.
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Sen. Waugh has sponsored or co-sponsored numerous iegigfaiposals to
benefit the agricultural and environmental communities législative initiatives include
sponsorship of thBEAP program- a tax credit program for conservation initiatives,
promoting renewable alternative fuel funding, funding forAgecultural Conservation
Easement Purchase Program, promoting the Agriculture Edadaian Forgiveness
Program, and co-sponsoring legislation to provide aeimgin-lapsing fund to the state’s
conservation districts. This legislation was para ¢larmers First Agenda promoted by
Sen. Waugh.

Larry Kehl, PACD President stated, “I am honored &spnt Sen. Madigan and
Sen. Waugh with the PACD Legislator Recognition Awartheir numerous contributions
to agriculture and the environment over the years havditezhall Pennsylvania
citizens.”

PA American Water Accepting Applications for Environmental Grant Program

Pennsylvania American Water announced it is now acceptifgapns for its
Environmental Grant Prograta support innovative, community-based environmental
projects that improve, restore or protect watersheds@minunity drinking water
supplies.

The deadline for applications is April 11.

The company will award grants of up to $10,000. The progransigrek to
support diverse types of activities, such as watershed cleamaiprestation efforts,
underground tank inspection programs, biodiversity projectesarsgide buffer restoration
projects, wellhead protection initiatives and hazardousenamlection efforts.

"Every individual and community has the ability to posiyvenpact our water
supplies and watersheds," said Kathy L. Pape, presidemsyhmia American Water.
"We encourage municipalities, schools, environmental orgé@mmsaand civic groups to
consider their impact and to apply for a grant.”

To qualify, a proposed project must be: located wBgnnsylvania American
Water's service area; be completed between June 1 aseaider 1; and be a new or
innovative community initiative or is a significantpansion to an existing program.

Projects will be judged based on several criteria inctydlarity of project goals
and projected impact, nature and strength of collaboratikbnother community and/or
municipal organizations, evidence that the project will gle\dustainable environmental
results after the Pennsylvania American Water's fundwg.e

In 2007, the companytsnvironmental Grant Program awardmodre than $31,000,
which was shared among five recipients: Berks County Cweausen District, Hallstead
Borough (Susquehanna County), Pennsylvania Environmental CouNoitheast
Regional Council, South Park Township (Allegheny County) the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy.

Grant application forms and additional information cariduend at the
Environmental Grant webpag@pplications must be mailed to American Water, 1025
Laurel Oak Road, Voorhees, NJ 08043. Attn: Kristin Ferguson.
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Anglers Invited to Chart Future of Raystown Lake

The Fish and Boat Commission and the U.S. Army Corggineers are asking anglers
who fish Raystown Lake in Huntingdon County to participatenangler logbook
program

The agencies are asking anglers who fish Raystown tioedietain an official
volunteer angler logbook and record specific informagibaut their fishing trips. Fish and
Boat Commission biologists will use the data collddtem the logbooks to gain a better
understanding of the fishing activity that occurs at the. [&kes information will be
included with biological assessments in shaping fishens@sagement plans, including
stocking plans, for the 8,300-acre impoundment.

To participate, volunteers can obtain an official loglhaecord their catches for
each fishing trip during the period of January 1 to December@tetuwrn their logbooks
by January 30, 20009.

The logs are easy to fill out by following the simpletinstions included with each
book. Any personal information provided, including species@tch rate information, is
strictly confidential. However, summaries of combinedcgggecatch rates for all logbooks
submitted will be reported at the conclusion of the study.

Interested anglers can help the Fish and Boat Commiasio the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers maintain and enhance fishing opportuaiti@aystown Lake by
obtaining a logbook at one of several locations — the Ak@y Corps of Engineers
Ranger Station at Raystown Lake, the Huntingdon Courgyovs Bureau, participating
local bait dealers, theish and Boat Commission websio¥ by mail at: Raystown Lake
Log Book Survey, John Frederick, Fish and Boat Comms$ié4 Big Spring Road,
Newville, PA 17241, 717-776-3170 or send emaildofrederi@state.pa.us

EPA Settlement with Upper Southampton Includes Pharmacedical Education

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency this week annouagedposed settlement
with Upper Southampton Sewer AuthoritySouthampton, Bucks County, Pa., for
violations of the Clean Water Act.

As part of the settlement, the authority will condactawareness campaign to
encourage proper collection and disposal of unused pharrtatein order to help
protect drinking water sources. The campaign will incluéparng and distributing
materials to institutional customers such as local halspitetirement communities, and
schools about the proper disposal of prescription drugs.

"This settlement is extremely timely given recent infation about
pharmaceuticals in drinking water. While there is no evidehat trace-amounts of
pharmaceuticals in drinking water causes a health tiwead)l need to do what we can to
make sure our water remains healthy to drink,” said DonaWledsh, EPA Regional
Administrator for the mid-Atlantic region.

The settlement resolves unpermitted sanitary seweralges to Mill Creek from
2002 through 2006. The estimated cost of the pharmaceuticattpiso§l0,800. Under the
settlement, the authority will also pay a $16,200 penalty.

The proposed settlement will undergo a 40-day commentdobeifore becoming
final.

For more information, visit EPA’s pharmaceuticalslimking water webpage
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Pennsylvanians Urged to Evaluate Flood Insurance Needs

The Insurance Department this week reminded Pennsylvaniaribelatival of Spring is
a good time to consider buyiriigod insurancdo protect their homes and businesses.
With more than 50,000 miles of rivers, streams and cré&ekssylvania is among the
most flood-prone states in the nation.

"Flooding can happen at any time of year and in almostesg," said Acting
Insurance Commissioner Joel Ario said. "Because stdrietaneowners insurance policies
do not include coverage for flood damage, consumers shonsider whether it makes
sense for them to purchase flood coverage. And, becauseagevtakes effect 30 days
after a flood policy is purchased, it's not a decisi@t tlan be put off until water begins to
rise."

Flood insurance is available to homeowners, renters amgelssss. A standard
flood insurance policy, which pays for direct physical dgen® your insured property,
has an average premium of approximately $500 a year.

Premiums for flood insurance will vary, depending ok kel for a flood loss,
the amount of coverage, the type of coverage neededhamtductible level. The contents
of a home are not covered under a standard policy, banfadditional premium, you also
may purchase additional coverage for your personal property.

"Coverage for basements, crawlspaces and ground-levekenes on elevated
homes is limited," Commissioner Ario added. "So if yoome has these spaces, be sure to
ask your insurance agent about any restrictions in yourypoli

Many of Pennsylvania's communities are built on floodplaneprding to the
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency. Nationwide,ifig@dused an estimated
$45 billion in property damage between 1991 and 2000, according tbShérmy Corps
of Engineers.

Flood insurance can be purchased from any Pennsylvania insuradoeear
licensed to sell property/casualty insurance, and is bdmnkédue Federal Emergency
Management Agency's national flood insurance program.

The Insurance Department also publishes a free brochunee-Y'bu Ready if a
Disaster Strikes”> that provides strategies for consumers whose hontelsuemesses
might suffer weather -related property damage.

To obtain the brochure or request more information, theitnsurance Department
websiteor call any of the department's Bureau of Consumer Sshuiegional offices:
Harrisburg — 717-787-2317; Philadelphia — 215-560-2630; or Pittsburgh — 412-565-5020.

2nd Annual Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Poetry, Essay and Photaghy Contest

TheU.S. Environmental Protection Agency Aging Initiatiwe
partnership witlGenerations Unitednd theRachel Carson Council
Inc., are inviting submissions for its Second Anndathel Carson
Sense of Wonddntergenerational Poetry, Essay and Photograph
Contest.

The deadline for entries is June 16.

Rachel Carson is considered to be the founder of the
contemporary environmental movement through her landmaok, b
Silent Spring. Its publication is credited with reverding nation's
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pesticide policy.

Using the title of another of Carson's booki$)e'Sense of Wonder," the contest is
seeking submissions from intergenerational teams "tishtelypress the "Sense of
Wonder" that you feel when observing the sea, the nightfetests, birds, wildlife, and
all that is beautiful to your eyes."

"Through this contest, we are inspiring the youngestodaest among us to
appreciate wonders and beauty of the natural world," saddAgfinistrator Stephen L.
Johnson.

"We experience a sense of wonder at every point itivas, whether as children
or older adults. The contest's intergenerational messagaplifies a long history of
environmental work bridging the generations which goes lmthetfirst Earth Day," said
Donna Butts, executive director of Generations Unitéée are delighted to again co-
sponsor this important contest."

The contest's intergenerational approach reflects @ardesire to have adults
share with children a sense of wonder about nature apdheh discover its joys. Entries
must be intergenerational involving a team of persongecktar unrelated and describe the
intergenerational project and how this project broughtélam in touch with the natural
world.

A panel of expert judges will select finalists. The wisn@reach category will
then be determined by the public, who will have an opposttmitote on-line in July and
August for their favorite submission in each categoryig@ip@phy, essay, and poetry.
Winners will be announced on the EPA Aging Initiative Wigb i October during
Children's Health month.

Carson wrote that she would endow every child with "aesehgionder so
indestructible that it would last throughout life." Howevéira child is to keep alive his
inborn sense of wonder, he needs the companionshipe#sitdne adult who can share it,
rediscovering with him the joy, excitement, and mystdrihe world we live in."

The contest seeks to spur and instill that same sengenaer among all
generations.

For more information, visit thBachel Carson Sense of Wonder webpage.

BP Donates $13,000 to Three PA Boy Scouts Councils

BP Americarecently donated more than $13,000 to three Pennsylvania Boy Sc
Councils for use on environmental projects. Each ofliteetcouncils — Northeastern
Pennsylvania Council, Minsi Trails Council, and Moraine [§r@ouncil — will receive a
donation of $4,525.

“BP is pleased to provide the Boy Scouts with funds to bd os projects that will
benefit the environment, the scouts involved and theecsinf Pennsylvania,” said Shawn
Croucher, Environmental Business Manager with Atlantehfeld, a wholly-owned BP
subsidiary.

The contributions are to be used to assist in funding@mwiental projects by
scouts in these three councils. These projects mag frm a variety of programs,
including Eagle Scout Projects, council camp improvemenegsoor William T.
Hornaday Award projects.

The only criterion is that a project must result mhr&ct positive benefit for the
environment or wildlife, or the public’s ability to enjoyese experiences.
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Examples of projects for consideration include thoseded on erosion control or
re-vegetation near sensitive areas such as stream lsanks;uction or improvement of
nature trails; “ The Goose Pond Scout Reservationedvand operated by the
Northeastern Pennsylvania Council (Moosic), will grebdypefit from this grant,”
according to Tom Slavicek, Scout Executive.

“The money will be invested in the on-going camp improgetenvironmental
projects during the summer camp season this year. Wetdgrgd®ave over 1,200 campers
attending Goose Pond this summer. We really apprecRat&rBerica’s generosity and
applaud their innovative approach and commitment to helgmweshe environment.”

The BP donations emanate from a creative, cooperatigdesoluntaryMulti-Site
Agreemeniwith the Department of Environmental Protection. TheA\d8ts targets and
goals that guide the cleanup of petroleum-impacted rétsl and bulk storage facilities.

Under the MSA, when certain targets are exceeded @sfbecct to moving sites and
facilities toward cleanup, BP provides donations to onaare environmental initiatives
approved by the DEP.

Previous donations were used to cleanup an old tire dump ini28¢} a solar
array on the Governor’s residence in Harrisburg; arnaliressolar array on the DEP
building in Norristown (outside Philadelphia).

“BP is proud to sponsor Boy Scout projects in these ttweaacils that will benefit
the environment,” Croucher said. “It might seem a bit nmeational to support
environmental projects this way, but it's another exarpBP’s innovation when it
comes to finding creative ways to solve complex issues.

Harrisburg, Pittsburgh Peregrine Falcons Make Their Online Debut This Week

Spring is in the air and thevo Peregrine falcornsesting
on the ledge of the Rachel Carson Building in Harrisburg
will again provide an intimate look at how the recovering
species raises a family through online video. Their first
egg should arrive around March 25.
. A pair of nesting falcons can also be seen on the
- Gulf Tower in Pittsburghsponsored by the Western
é,x.- Pennsylvania Conservancy.
3 _ The Department of Environmental Protection and
the Game Comm|SS|on WI|| hold a spectalregrine Falcon Educator’'s Worksham April
3 in Harrisburg.

A pair of falcons has nested on the Rachel CarsoldiBgisince 1998 when the
first photos and online video fascinated the world, attrgativer 35 million page views in
the early days of their nesting.

“The response we receive from this Webcast is phenalneeery year,” said DEP
Secretary Kathleen McGinty. “Last year, the falcoggwas viewed more than 3 million
times. It's amazing to see and read the comments wditmm around the world have left.
We've received questions and feedback from viewers in &meCanada, Europe, New
Zealand—Dbasically, from every corner of the plaAed the interest is coming from
adults and classrooms where teachers and students avariglthe progress of these
falcons and learning about the ways they can protecttibitats.
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“By seeing the falcons’ progress up close, we can appedumat our actions have
a very real and direct impact on the wildlife and enwnent around us.”

In each of the past two years, the female falcondidsal“clutch” of five eggs. The
eggs should begin to hatch around Mother’s Day, May 11, angbting falcons, or
“fledglings,” will begin to take their first flights aund Father’s Day, June 15.

The current female has laid eggs here since 2000 with tveretitf males, the
second having been introduced in 2005 after the original maaliseovered injured the
previous year.

Pennsylvania’s Peregrine falcon population has increasee gie early 1990s as a
direct result of reintroduction efforts such as the atnhe Rachel Carson State Office
Building. There are more than a dozen pairs of Perefaicens nesting at locations
across the state.

While their numbers are improving, Peregrine falcons mea endangered
species in Pennsylvania. In the early 1900s, there were b0 yairs of nesting
Peregrines in the state.

So far, the nest at the Rachel Carson State OffigieliBg has produced 34 eggs.
Of those, 32 hatched producing 16 males and 15 females xtbé @ee nestling hatched
in 2006, the runt of the clutch, could not be determinedjh€Xe, 19 falcons survived—10
males and nine females.

For more information, visibEP’s Falcon webpagand sign up for special
FalconWire updates via email and thelf Tower in Pittsburgh

Link: Game Commission Peregrine Falcon webpage

Game Commission to Provide Wildlife Workshops for Teachers

The Game Commission this week announced a pair of wildification workshops for
educators, scout and youth group leaders in April.

The two programs, both of which are Act 48 approved for eédtssawill cover the
topics of Pennsylvania Biodiversity and WILD About EIk.

Theresa Alberici, Game Commission Wildlife Conseatducation specialist,
facilitates and administers Project WILD, which ieaf the most widely-used
conservation and environmental education programs among edusbstudents from
kindergarten through 12th grades.

These workshops, which are part of the series of AdebwdéD and PA
Songbird workshops provided by the Game Commission, whidbe at the Game
Commission's Middle Creek Wildlife Management Areanglélopeland Road, two miles
south of Kleinfeltersville, Lebanon County.

Following is a summary of the programs, both of whiehfege of charge—

Pennsylvania Biodiversity On April 1, Game Commission and Carbon County
Conservation District will host a workshop featuring tirand new "Pennsylvania
Biodiversity" supplement to "Windows on the WILD." Thisogram will help educators
prepare students to explore the diverse ecosystemsinsyeania and discover the
importance of biodiverstiy in the everyday world. Fegistration, please contact Jeannie
Carl, at the CCEEC, 151 E. White Bear Drive, Summit, i 18250, by calling 570-
645-8597 or fax 570-645-8499.

23



PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

WILD about Elk: On April 10, the Pennsylvania Game Commission and Lehighwild
sponsor "WILD about EIk," a very popular Project WILDmkshop, that takes a close
look at Pennsylvania's largest member of the cervid faihge extirpated from the
Commonwealth, a thriving elk herd of roughly 700 animals roamartion of northcentral
Pennsylvania. As part of this workshop, participants will vidkvat this zoo. To register,
contact Janet Berry Enos, Lehigh Valley Zoo, P.O. BbY, 5150 Game Preserve Road,
Schnecksville, PA 18078, 610-799-4171 (ext. 238), or email hee@ay-enos@Ivzoo.org

Additionally, space still is available at "WILD in tle&ty" educator's workshop featuring
the Peregrine Falcon, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., April 3 Workshop is being hosted by the
Game Commission, Department of Environmental ProteetmmhZOOAMERICA at the
DEP headquarters in the Rachel Carson State OfficeiBgjlHarrisburg.

The workshop will address the natural history, reintrodactiod the current status
of peregrine falcons in Pennsylvania, and include activitetsddn be used to help address
state education standards.

Features of the workshop included a presentation by Dan BguBame
Commission Wildlife Diversity Section Supervisor, and Brt McMorris, Game
Commission ornithologist and lead peregrine falcon bistoigithe state. Brauning
spearheaded the peregrine reintroduction program in Pennsylvania.

To register for "WILD in the City," educators should catt@EP's Environmental
Education and Information Center at 717-772-1644 or send emaddoine @state.pa.us
by March 27.

Game Commission Reports Deer Harvest Down 11 Percent Oveakt Season

The Game Commission this week reported thatters
harvestedan estimated 323,070 deer in the state's 200
08 seasons. That's down 11 percent from the previous
seasons' harvest.

Hunters took 109,200 antlered deer in the 2007:08
seasons, down 19 percent from the previous license year's
harvest of 135,290. Also, hunters harvested 213,870 |
antlerless deer in 2007-08, a five percent drop from the
226,270 antlerless deer taken in 2006-07. R . &

"What stands out most when looking over the -
harvest data is the difference in the opening day ddeafkhe two-week flrearms
season," said Dr. Christopher Rosenberry, Game ConomiBger Section Supervisor.
"Report cards sent in by hunters show the antleredhdeeest on the opening day,
November 26, dropped more than 50 percent from 2006. Daily hafeeshe rest of the
two-week season, November 27-December 8, were simiz0G6.

"The firearms season's opening day antlerless deer hatsestropped nearly 50
percent from 2006. However, the antlerless harvestigin@ut the remainder of the two-
week season increased and, in due course, erased som@péting day's harvest
shortfall."
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Based on past year's results, Rosenberry noted thasit't surprising that the drop
in opening day harvests had a larger effect on the attfenevest than the antlerless
harvest.

"Historically, a majority of the antlered deer harvesturs on opening day,
whereas the antlerless harvest is typically moralg\distributed across the entire two
weeks," Rosenberry said.

Bureau of Wildlife Management personnel currently arekimg to develop
antlerless deer license allocation recommendatiarihéApril Board meeting. Calvin W.
DuBrock, Game Commission Bureau of Wildlife Managemergctior, said that in
addition to harvest data, the staff will be lookingpapulation trend data, deer
reproduction data, forest regeneration data, input frormieve Citizen Advisory
Committees, and hunter survey results.

Harvest estimates for 2007-08 seasons are based on 124,56asadse report
cards (40,482 antlered; 84,087 antlerless) returned by huntées @mmission and
25,400 deer (7,338 antlered; 18,062 antlerless) examined by Gammei€3ton personnel
in the field and at processors.

For an explanation, visit the agenayt&r harvest estimating procedure webpage
A peer-reviewed article published in the Journal of Wildiiffanagement (2004) about the
agency's deer harvest estimating procedsir@so available online

Deer harvests by wildlife management umtavailable online

NewsClip: Hunters Kill 323,070 Deer, Down 11 Percent

Link: Audubon PA Tells Committee Forests Still Degraded By Wiamy Deer — Video

WPC Offers Land Preservation and Conservation Easements Workshop

The Western Pennsylvania Conservaigpffering a comprehensive workshop for
landowners and WPC conservation partners entitled, “t$taleding Land Preservation
and Conservation Easements,” at two locations.

Attendees will learn about the critical role of canvsgion easements in
permanently protecting land. They also will learn h@asesments are developed and held,
and how to work with a land trust to protect the consematadue of their property.

“Land preservation and conservation easements ares topiny people have heard
about, but have had little opportunity to learn about. Waiskshop offers the opportunity
to learn about these topics and ask questions about hgaréhapplicable in specific
situations,” said Nick Pinizzotto, Senior Director, Freater Conservation.

The workshops, which will be led by WPC staff experts atew and land
conservation, are planned for: April 22 at the Merceur@pPenn State Cooperative
Extension office, 463 North Perry Hwy, Mercer, PA 16137 (ngsth of Mercer on Route
19); and April 29 in Indiana County at the Rustic Lodge inand, at 2199 Oakland Ave,
Indiana, PA 15701.

Registration for both dates opens at 6:30 p.m. with thé&shops starting at 7 p.m.
and ending by 8:30 p.m.

All landowners seeking a means to protect their landjedisas WPC partners
whose conservation objectives include protecting andniagtthe environment, are
encouraged to attend. The workshops are free and open to tle polkver, space is

25



PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

limited. All attendees will receive preservation litterg, and have the opportunity to speak
directly with the presenters.
Funding for this event was provided by the Department of Bnmental
Protection and the Growing Greener Grant Program.
If possible, please RSVP at least one week prior tevhat date to Mike Holiday
at 724-459-0953 x 110 or send emailrtdioliday@paconserve.org

Exelon-EPURON Solar Center Breaks Ground on 3,700 MW Plant

Construction officially got underway this week on the $20iomlExelon-EPURON Solar
Center that will feature 16,500 solar panels on a 16.5t@meof land adjacent to Waste
Management’s GROWS Landfill.

Upon completion, the solar plant will annually produce apipnately 3,700
megawatt hours of power, which is enough to meet theygmequirements of
approximately 400 homes. At this output, emission levetsdion dioxide and sulfur
dioxide that directly contribute to pollution and acichraiill be reduced by the equivalent
of planting 33 acres of trees every year or taking rttae 440 cars off the road each year.

The facility is owned by EPURON LLC, a subsidiary of thorld’s largest solar
integration company, Conergy AG, which has its NortheAnan headquarters in
Pennsylvania. Another Pennsylvania-based Conergy subsi@Giangrgy Systems USA—
formerly SunTechnics—will build the solar center.

“We are pleased to begin construction of the largest Eaast solar energy
facility, and the fourth largest in the U.S.,” said étie. Lutz, EPURON general manager.
“This project will be the first of many in Pennsylvaniatthéll help meet the Alternative
Energy Portfolio Standard that the commonwealth hadsigion to implement. It is our
goal to develop and build solar energy in Pennsylvania &nyrgears to come. We would
like to express our thanks to the Governor, statsligre, Exelon and Waste
Management for making this project happen.”

“When this facility is up and running—likely by September @tdber of this
year—it will be among the largest in the country, aadainly the largest east of Arizona,”
said Gov. Rendell during groundbreaking ceremonies. “This prefgbbdies the
commitment we’ve made to renewable energy in the Camarealth.”

Exelon Generation Company Lliiade an important financial commitment to the
project through a 20-year power purchase agreement fengrgy produced, recognizing
the environmental importance of solar energy, accordir{ghneth Cornew, president of
Exelon Power Team.

“Exelon recognizes the importance of minimizing the ana@figreenhouse gas
emissions associated with electricity production,” €xadnew. “We are an industry leader
in this area. Our fleet emits less greenhouse gas thaotlagylarge electric generation
company, but we all need to do more to reduce our carboprifstcind meet America’s
future energy needs. This is why Exelon is proud to be agyasith the governor, the
state legislature, Epuron, and Waste Management inibgirtige benefits of one of the
nation's largest solar power projects to Pennsylvaniahencegion.”
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Chem-Fab Site in Doylestown Added to EPA's Superfund kst

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency this week adde@itken-Fab sitelocated in
Doylestown, Bucks County, to the Superfund National RiesrList.

The NPL is a national list of sites where contamisdnatve impacted or might
impact public health or the environment. NPL sites undetgoraugh investigation to
determine the full nature and extent of the contanangtrior to the cleanup by EPA or
the responsible parties.

Chem-Fab operated an electroplating facility on thefisita 1965 to 1978 and a
metal processing plant there from 1965 to 1994. Groundwatertbeéhedormer Chem-
Fab facility and adjacent properties is contaminated tuthloroethene and hexavalent
chromium. TCE was used as an industrial solvent acdnisidered to be a probable
human carcinogen. Concentrations of TCE exceedingrddrinking water standards
were detected in residential and municipal wells withie-balf mile of the site.

EPA and the Department of Environmental Protection haea lworking together
to address groundwater issues at the site. In 1991, EPActedreght residential wells
and two businesses to a public water supply due to contamintiogirowells. A public
water supply well was also closed due to the presencentdromation.

From 1994 to 1995, EPA removed and disposed of 117 drums of wadtas a
additional 8,400 gallons of liquid waste under the Superfundvahpoogram.

For more information, visit EPA’§€hem-Fab webpage

Backyard Composting Courses to Be Offered in 50 Counties

The Penn State Cooperative Extension, in partnership
with the Department of Environmental Protection, will
hold backyard composting education workshap$50
counties beginning in April. .
The goal of the backyard composting program -_

County Exten3|on agents ahthster Gardenevolunteers ;
in each participating will teach the workshops.
Participants in the workshops receive a free compgpsiim (1 bin per household).
To date this program has offered nearly 600 workshops in 64 ceantieover
20,000 composting bins have been distributed.
To see if your county is offering workshops this Spring, WistBackyard
Composting webpage

Protecting Pennsylvania’s Historic Resources Conference May 1156

Protecting Pennsylvania’s Historic Resourbeags together the Ninth Annual Byways to
the Past Conference and the Thirtieth Annual Heritagm&tahips Conference for the first
time in Harrisburg May 12-16.

The joint conference is sponsored by Preservation Petamsg) the Department of
Transportation, the Pennsylvania Historical and Museumrnaesion, the Department of
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Conservation and Natural Resources, the Federal HigAaaynistration, and the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission.

Sessions will feature a wide variety of preservatiangportation, land use, and
environmental topics, and will include speakers and moderattrsegional and national
reputations. The conference will be preceded by a varigiseeconference workshops.

For more information and to register, visit thetecting Pennsylvania’s Historic
Resources webpages contact Mindy Crawford, &reservation Pennsylvaniay sending
email to:mcrawford@preservationpa.orgr call 717-234-2310.

Spotlight

Conservation Districts Hold Capitol Legislative Day to Push Iniiatives

ThePennsylvania Association of Conservation Distriwefd a Capitol Legislative Day and
luncheon this week in Harrisburg to focus attention onlé&giglative issues important to
conservation districts across the Commonwealth.

Over 200 participants attended the event, including repedsess from county
conservation districts and members of the House and&ébav. Rendell was the
keynote speaker for a legislative luncheon.

Several legislative issues were discussed includingebd to obtain consistent
and sufficient funding for conservation district gities and staff, amendments to the
Conservation District Law, and future renewable energyects.

"These issues are vital to Pennsylvania's Conservationdst stated Larry Kehl,
President of the PACD. "We spoke with our friends enB#A General Assembly
explaining the importance of these legislative inied."

Susan Marquart, Executive Director of PACD, added, "Thadwf our Capitol
Day luncheon is to bring forth ideas and generateusigbm for our concerns. This
successful event is an extension of an ongoing dlzdbgeen the conservation districts
and our elected leaders."

Some of the legislative highlights included:

Funding for the Conservation Districts: A review of the Operation and Structure of
County Conservation Districts released on June 7, 2005 hethelative Budget and
Finance Committeeoncurs with the position of the Pennsylvania Associatio
Conservation Districts that Pennsylvania's conservaiginals are under funded.

The study recommends that the state should pay 50 perfdéet costs for certain
conservation district staff positions. Additional fumgliis also necessary for the Nutrient
Management Program that provides technical assistarmegthconservation districts for
the responsible implementation of the Commonwealthtsidht and Odor Management
Law. Adequate funding for this program is essential ¢oatdricultural community and the
public to ensure the viability and success of the program.

Amendments to the Conservation District Law:Conservation districts administer a
wide array of delegated and contracted state programsawtimber of funding sources.
To update and strengthen Act 217, and continue to meet thercatisn needs of the
Commonwealth, two major enhancements were suggesteceasliaents to the
Conservation District Law: increasing the capacityaiservation districts to deliver
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locally led conservation; and further defining and stresgtig the State Conservation
Commission. (Note: Senate Bill 1020 (Wonderling-R-Montgomery))

Dedicated Funding for the Conservation Districts:PACD is talking with members of
the General Assembly and the Administration concerdedjcated funding for
conservation districts. As was referenced abovel ¢heslative Budget and Finance
Committee reportecommends that the PA General Assembly strivedet tine State
Conservation Commission's policy of 50 percent fundingherdistrict managers and
technicians. Conservation districts are continuoushertating more responsibilities and
program implementation with less funding. By institutindedicated funding source,
conservation districts will be guaranteed a funding laasePennsylvania citizens will be
guaranteed continuing technical assistance to furtherlémei stewardship activities.

Energy Initiatives: PACD distributed a paper entitled, "Achieving Pennsylvaniaés gy
Independence Goals While Strengthening Conservation in PenmgylVae Critical Role
of Pennsylvania's Conservation DistritfEhis report shows that conservation district
technical services will be increasingly necessaryngghasis on bio-fuel production alters
farm operations and the need for updated and improved gatiserplans. PACD is
recommending an additional $10 million allocation for tleat five years to assist the
Commonwealth in becoming a leader in renewable enesgyirees.

Speaking to conservation districts this week, Govdekagreed there will be
environmental impacts associated with planting crops useke biofuels saying,
“Planting more corn and the increased farming activitp@aged with it has caused
concern among some that our water quality will be inggaiWe recognize these concerns,
and have used our resources wisely to help farmers avaiticpsathat could have
negative impacts on the environment.”

For more information, visit theACD website

Link: Gov. Rendell Touts Cellulosic Ethanol Technology

Feature

Western Pennsylvania Land: A Legacy for Future Generations

In its first 75 years, thé/estern Pennsylvania
Conservancyeft an important legacy for Western
Pennsylvania by permanently protecting some of our
most cherished natural places.

In January 2008, WPC heralded its next 75 yeal
with a set of land acquisitions that are the largeat in !
decade. Th&5th Anniversary Acquisitiongclude
several parcels in five counties and permanently
protecting 11,300 acres.

The purchases were made possible through a $14
million grant from theRichard King Mellon Foundation
and $6.5 million from the Department of Conservation
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and Natural Resources.

They reflect the organization’s steadfast commitnbendnd conservation — and
our belief that this work is more critical than eveamera confronted by the challenges of
poorly planned development and habitat loss for nativetpknd animals.

The purchases were completed by WPC’s Land ConsenatibStewardship
team, which was formed under a new associate vice pngés@eeg Socha, in late 2007 to
focus exclusively on land conservation.

A central operation of WPC since the organization’s fangndand conservation
activities have enabled WPC to protect nearly 225,000 acregwfal lands throughout
Western Pennsylvania. Many of these acquisitions havearieeparks, public forests and
gamelands, set aside for the enjoyment of people amutdobection of natural resources,
for all time.

The Land Conservation and Stewardship team is focusedxgimiming WPC'’s
impact in this area — to help safeguard our drinking watecss, provide havens for
endangered wildlife, and provide beautiful recreationsdafor those who visit the region
or call it home.

The Spring issue of Conserve Magazieeuses on WPCs work in land
conservation — the latest acquisitions, the most noteyprbjects over the years, and the
critical roles that volunteers and partners playngarganization’s success.

Southern Clarion River/Laurel Hill Creek Forest

From the Seneca Point overlook, the Clarion River tutaigh a steep-sided
valley that is blanketed with trees and continues assfdhe eye can see. A walk through
the valley’s dense woods reveals oaks, maples, hembatkt® pines, and occasional
chestnuts.

Overhead, a bald eagle may even make a star appearheadver below is home
to trout and smallmouth bass, a boon to anglers andeatiefi of the health of this
treasured waterway.

This 3,300-acre stretch of secluded land along the Clarioer Routh of
Cooksburg, Pa., called the Southern Clarion River Forest further protected in January
2008 by the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy as part of ouAriitiersary
Acquisitions. The WPC purchase includes 1,600 acres of lantl, @00 acres of timber
rights. Previously a mix of public and private ownership,l&émd is now completely
publicly owned for a variety of recreational uses. tt baen identified as a high priority
by WPC due to its significant conservation value as aglts scenic beauty.

Also purchased in the first phase of the 75th Anniversaguisdions is the Laurel
Hill Creek Forest — a 2,300-acre parcel in Somerset @dunatwn for its stunning views
as well as its conservation significance.

Laurel Hill Creek Forest includes more than three nafesontage on Laurel Hill
Creek, a high-quality fishery and tributary to the Youghioghemegr. Now permanently
protected, this land connects to a large forest blocktimgea broad swath of uninterrupted
forest that shelters native plants and animalscltdes a state-designated exceptional-
value stream, Sandy Run.

After the purchase, WPC transferred the majority odsd protected in this first
phase of the 75th Anniversary Acquisitions to The Departiwmie@bnservation and
Natural Resources Bureau of Forestry. The Southerio@IRiver Forest became a part of
Clear Creek State Forest, while Laurel Hill Creek Foinaes been added to Forbes State
Forest. The transfer to the Department of Consemvatnd Natural Resources ensures that

30




PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

these lands will be permanently conserved and avaitalitee public for hunting, fishing,
camping, hiking and other outdoor activities.

The purchases are also expected to result in econonedtsenboth through
boosts to local tourism industries and through increpagdents to impacted counties
and townships, due to legislatively increased paymentsuroli taxes on lands owned by
the Commonwealth.

Bennett Branch Forest

In Elk and Clearfield counties, a 5,300-acre hardwood oaktfpresented the
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy with a rare consenajportunity.

This forest, characterized by steep slopes that desaamcafhigh plateau, serves
as home to elk, bears, turkey and deer. A network edsts there feeds into the Bennett
Branch, an important tributary of Sinnemahoning Creekhthatbeen impacted by acid
mine drainage. Once a favorite hunting and recreatiea &nis property has been closed
to the public for more than a decade.

WPC acquired this parcel in February 2008 in the second phase& 6th
Anniversary Acquisitions and named it the Bennett Brararles$t. The purchase gives
WPC the chance to restore and sustainably manage thiptgiy forest corridor in
order to improve water quality, better support native plantsanimals — and open the
land to the public once again.

“We have the opportunity to conserve this great foredtay a role in improving
the watershed in order to protect a complete systend 'Gag Socha, WPC'’s associate
vice president of land conservation and stewardship.

The Bennett Branch Forest has been a priority consemarget for WPC
because of the importance of its watershed, as wddlritje tracts of forestland and its
protected habitats for native animals and plants. ThstéiMe Pennsylvania Conservancy
intends to retain ownership of a portion of this land, 1,£78sa in order to carry out
numerous environmental improvements there.

“We’ve been involved in efforts to restore the BenBetinch watershed for
several years. As a result of the purchase of BenmaticB Forest, we can launch a
multifaceted plan for improvement,” said Socha. Prgjélaere will improve water quality,
address land problems related to past mining practices, basmeipport reforestation and
habitat improvement.

The majority of acres purchased by WPC in this seconcepifate 75th
Anniversary Acquisitions will be transferred to the Depemt of Conservation and
Natural Resources Bureau of Forestry to become patbshannon State Forest. DCNR
intends to permit a variety of recreational activitiesre, including hiking, camping and
hunting.

In addition, an 80-acre parcel in Clearfield County Wdltransferred from the
owner to the Department of Environmental Protection, gl build an acid mine
drainage treatment plant to improve the Bennett Braelk.

This second phase of WPC'’s 75th Anniversary Acquisitioespected to result in
economic benefits to area counties and townships, daergaises in area tourism and to
legislatively increased payments in lieu of taxes atedands.

Link: 75 Years of Western Pennsylvania Conservancy Land Consarvati
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Grants & Awards

This section gives you a heads up on upcoming deadlines fds grahfinancial
assistance as well as nominations for awards and i@t@gnition programsNEW means
from last week—

* March 21— Society of Women Environmental Professionals Grants

» March 24—EPA Show Us Your Best Earth Day Photo Contest

* March 31—DEP Stormwater Management Administration Grants

* March 31 - PAEPKarl Mason Environmental Award

* March 31—DEP Host Municipality Inspector Grants

* March 31—Pa CleanWaysitter Hawk Youth Award Program

* April 1— Write On! Wetlands Challenge Student Competition

* April 2 —WREN Water Resources Education Project Grants

» April 4— Schuylkill River Heritage Area Mini-Grants

e April 11— NEW. PA American Water Environmental Grant Program

* April 25— DCNR Community Conservation Partnerships Program Grants
 May 1— PA CleanWays’ Sue Wiseman Student Scholarship

 May 2—NEW. Friend of the Lehigh River Awards

 May 2—DCNR Volunteer Forest Firefighter Grants

 May 16—DEP Growing Greener Watershed, Flood Protection Grants
* May 20— PennVESTnfrastructure Loans/Grants for April 15 Meeting
* June 16—NEW. Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Contest

* June 20—DEP Section 902 Recycling Development Grants

» RC&D Grants for Improving Livestock Operations

» September 20—Fish & Boat Commission Boating Facilities Grants

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpas around the state

Wyoming Seminary Teacher Inspires Students to Excel
Nature Workshop Focuses on Writing for Children

US Steel Reaches Clean Air Agreement with Allegheoyty
Air Fails National Smog Test

Williamsport City Hall Goes Green

LED There Be Light

More Trash Becomes Recyclable in Allentown

Workshop: Environmental Covenant, Stimulus for Business
PA National Leader in Growth of CO2 Emissions

Op-Ed: Wildlife is Feeling the Heat

Op-Ed: Nuclear Energy Makes Nation Freer and Cleaner
Geothermal Energy Can Cut Energy Use, Greenhouse Gases
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Solar Project Breaks Ground in Bucks

Deal to Connect Wind Turbine, P&G Site in Wyoming County
Unraveling Confusion About Alternative Energy Vehicles
Editorial: Lack of Wind Siting Protocol a Basic Flaw itat® Proposal
Taking the Sting Out of Your Electric Bill

Rendell Says Developing Cellulosic Ethanol Tech is Key
Interest in Gas Leases, Drilling Means Headaches foall©fficials
Proposals for Allegheny County Park Improvements

North Allegheny an Island Out of Time

Rails to Trails Project Receives New Funding

Upscale Eco-Tours Bring New Revenues to State Parks

Land Preservation a Good Investment, Expert Says

Delaware Highlands Conservancy Cited for Success

Five Hotspots for Wildflowers

South Lebanon Farms Preserved

Speakers Chastise City Over Billboard Approval

Editorial: Pittsburgh Council Calls for Billboard Pause

Flight 93 Families to Buy Piece of Land for Memorial

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr&ennsylvania.

Yough River Cleanup Lauded

Op-Ed: The Yough is Worth Protecting

Bay Foundation Asks EPA to Speed Chesapeake Bay Cleanup
Bay Issue Just One That Needs Addressing

Editorial: Bay Group Calling for Faster Process

Growing Greener Funding Adjusted by County

Water As a Resource Highlighted at Recent Schuylkih@@ess
Paxton Creek Woes May Hit Taxpayers

Land Critical to Water Health

Wastewater Idea Earns Top Science Fair Award

Drinking Water Will Be Tested for Byproducts

DEP Responds to Water Series

Preventing Waterways From Choking

Swim to Mark Clean Presque Isle Bay

Streamside Property Workshop Coming Up

Carbon Protects Groundwater Resources

Dam Removal a Chance for Study

Still No Decision on Susquehanna River Water for SontAelams
Editorial: Forget About Damming Susquehanna

DEP Amends Allegheny River Dredging Permit to Minimize&mot
Swans, Snow Geese Stage Annual Show

Laurel Hill Creek: Almost a River

Pennsylvania Towns Hit with Sticker Shock

Septic Systems Must Be Inspected
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Kanjorski Gives Up Plan to Dam Susquehanna
Flood Could Bring Floods to Philadelphia Region
Reservoirs Vex Delaware River Flood Victims
St. Patrick’s Day Flood Killed 60 in 1936

Regulations

The Department of Environmental Protectiorblished a corrective amendméait
proposed water quality standards regulations, proposedomvis the 8-Hour Ozone
Nonattainment Area Plan f@learfield-IndianaandY ork-Adamsand final regulations
were published relating t@ting landfills in proximity to airports

Pennsylvania Bulletin — March 21, 2008

Comment DeadlinesTechnical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Regulations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Department of Environmental Protectirblished draft guidancen site suitability
and alternatives analysis for onlot sewage disposal.

DEP ID: 362-2207-001. Act 537 Program Guidance; Site SuitabiilyAdternatives
Analysis Guidelines for New Land Development Propp€imlot Sewage Disposal. This
guidance provides a consistent and systematic approaCepartment staff to follow
when reviewing planning submission site suitability and rdtiéves analysis information
submitted to the Department under the Sewage Facilitie§Att537) and Department
regulations. Comments due: April 21.

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise ndtéd/V indicates new from last week.
Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

* March 25—NEW. House Republican Policy Committee hearing on ChesajiBzake
Tributary Strategy compliance costs. Brumbaugh Acad@aiter, Juniata College.
1:00.
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March 25—CANCELLED. DEPCleanup Standards Scientific Advisory Board
meeting. Next scheduled meeting is July 16.

March 26—House Environmental Resources and Energy Committeengdarsolicit
testimony on proactive policies on a transition tokaabased electric rates and on
Special Session House Bill §&eorge-D-Clearfield) providing for a temporary
extension of rate caps. Ramada Conference Centernaltatx00.

March 26—DCNR Conservation and Natural Resources Advisory Coumeeting.
Room 105 Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.

March 28—PA Energy Development Authoritmeeting. Room 105 Rachel Carson
Building. 10:00.

March 28— Lehigh Valley Watershed Conference and Shad Symposhkaofiday
Inn, Fogelsville. Information, send email teennedy@lehighconservation.org
March 29— PennFuture’s Annual Watershed Conferei@eadd’s Ford.

March 31—NEW. House Game and Fisheries Committee meets to comgidese
Resolution 644Levdansky-D-Allegheny) directing the Legislative Budged a
Finance Committee to do an audit of the Game Commissideer Management
Program. Room G-50 Irvis Building. 12:30.

April 1 —Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committee atiormal
briefing on DCNR’s natural gas leasing policy. Room 8E1B:30.

April 1 —NEW. House Tourism and Recreational Development Commmtissts to
considerHouse Bill 2035 Seip-D-Berks) establishing the Pennsylvania Heritage Area
Development Program an¢buse Bill 2043(Haluska-D-Cambria) establishing the
Snowmobile and All-Terrain Vehicle Act. Room 205 Ryanl&ing. 9:00.

April 1 — DEP Environmental Justice Advisory Boangeting. Room 105 Rachel
Carson Building. 8:30.

April 1-2— The Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry 2008onmental
Regulations & Technologies Conferen&elen Resort Inn & Suites, Lancaster.
April 2—NEW. House Environmental Resources and Energy Committegngnes
Senate Bill 949Kasunic-D-Somerset) updating the Bituminous Coal Mirfet@a\ct.
Room 140. 9:00.

April 3— House Game and Fisheries Committee meets to heanntbelaeport of the
Game Commission. G-50 Irvis Building. 9:00.

April 10—NEW. House Transportation Committee hearing on diesel tdliclgi
Room G-50 Irvis Building. 9:30.

April 10—House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee hearingHomise Bill
2347 (Kessler-D-Berks) establishing the Organic Agriculture Dgwaent Act. Oley
Valley Fair Centre, Oley, Pa. 1:00.

April 14—PA Infrastructure Investment Authoritpeeting. Dixon University Center,
2986 N. Second St., Harrisburg. 10:00.

April 15—PA Infrastructure Investment Authority meetingotice)

April 17— Sewage Task Forcépint Legislative Air and Water Pollution Control and
Conservation Committemeeting. Penn Stater, State College. 10:00.

April 18 —PEC Water Trail Working Session Conference

April 18 —NEW. DEPCoal and Clay Mine Subsidence Insurance Boaeeting.
10th Floor Conference Room, Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.
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* April 19— Protecting Our Headwaters Streams and Wetlands-What ¥0DG.
Cedar Crest College, Allentown. 10:00-3:00. Contact: BarBanson, 610-282-
33611 or send email tbarbarabenson@bensonsails.com

» April 30—NEW. House Tourism and Recreational Development Comniitaeng
onHouse Bill 1908 Rohrer-R-Berks) relating to liability for opening privdéads to
recreation. Patton Volunteer Fire Company, Patton0OQLO:

* May 13-15—PA Water/\Wastewater Associatiannual conference. Valley Forge.

* May 28— Western Pennsylvania Environmental Awards ProgrRittsburgh.

DEP Calendar of Events

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesy PA Center for Environmental Education)

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidive online.

Helpful Web Links

PA Environment Digest Video Blog

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network

DEP Press ReleasedDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitt/e actions t¢A
Environment Digest - DHess@CrisciAssociates.coor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digest is edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Crisci Associates and the public. Crisci AssociatesHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Crisci Assagacall 717-234-1716. All rights
reserved.

Supporting Member PA Outdoor Writers Association

PA Environment Digest is a supporting member of tRennsylvania Outdoor Writers
Association.
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