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PA Environment Digest Video Blog

Audubon PA Tells Committee Forests Are Still Degraded 3 Too Many Deer - Video

The Senate Game and Fisheries Committee held
hearings this week to examine deer management
issues and receive the Pennsylvania Game
Commission's annual report, according to Sen. Ch
Mcllhinney (R-Bucks), Majority Chair of the
Committee. s

Sen. Mcllhinney said that the hearings gavef
committee members an opportunity to gather
information on the effect of deer management = :
practices and get valuable feedback from interested &8 o
parties.

"These hearings offer us an opportunity to
learn more about how we are working to provide a Audubon’s Dr. Tim Schaeffer ar
healthy, sustainable deer herd across the one of 2 deer he harvested last
Commonwealth," Sen. Mcllhinney said. "Managing season.
our deer population effectively is essential so ouestan continue to provide a healthy
habitat for deer and abundant opportunities for sportsmen.”

Game Commission Report

Game Commissioixecutive Director Carl Rosaid Pennsylvania has the second-
most hunters in the nation and leads the nation imaingber of days afield with 16.86
million days. Hunting is a $3 billion-a-year industry ageherates $214 million in state
and local taxes. Roe also reported that Pennsylvanidashsaffést hunting season in state
history last year.

Video Blog: Carl Roe Presents Annual Report to Committee

"Habitat is a key life requisite for all wildlife andewcontinue to be concerned
about encroachment on wildlife habitat,” said Roe. yAa are well aware, we are
responsible for approximately 465 species; 429 birds and 66 mamvithl22 threatened
or endangered. Slowing the loss of wildlife habitatrisaal to ensuring a future for many
of our native species.

“(Through the) Conservation Reserve Enhancement Progeare putting
265,000 acres of habitat back on the ground,” said Roe. “@al@ost finished the upper
Susquehanna Basin CREP and will soon have over 200,000 ataes ¢tdnd planned and
planted that covers both the lower and upper Susquehanrrab@sme. The other 65,000
acres are in the Ohio River basin where we have appraedyri,000 acres planned and
planted. We should complete the CREP program overetktetwo to three years.
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"Although we believe we manage our fiscal resources nesponsibly, the
expenses we cannot control continue to present a ballesaid Roe. “The new state
labor contract that went into effect on July 1, 2007 indrease our personnel costs by an
additional $2 million the first year and at year four, 2ah@;annual increase in cost will
be around $9.5 million. The total increase in personnes an&r the life of the four-year
contract is over $23 million.

"l do not want to dwell on the license cost issue, but thst rommon observer can
see something is wrong when hunters from our neighboratgssbf New Jersey and Ohio
can hunt as a non resident in Pennsylvania cheapettttyaoan as a resident in their
home state.

‘The 2006-07 deer harvest was approximately 361,560 including 135, 290 bucks
and 226,270 antlerless deer. Deer hunting continues to l@l@nge in some areas, but
reports are that deer are larger and antler restricéieng/orking,” said Roe. “As we
revise the deer management plan this year, we aredeoingj two new management goals;
the first is to manage the deer herd to provide recmetopportunities and the second is
to improve the public's knowledge and understanding aboutdddhe deer management
program.

"There are many ways to enjoy the outdoors and the PeansylGame
Commission is here to help you connect with wildlifegid Roe. “I am sure many of you
have your own special wildlife moments and those mnBglvania are a large part due to
the efforts of the men and women of the Game Comomis®ur ability to provide those
moments for the citizens of the Commonwealth isatliyaelated to resources available to
execute the necessary programs.”

Roe added that the Game Commission would increase emphasisnmunicating
deer management information to hunters in the future.

A copy of the 2007 annual report is available online

Audubon Pennsylvania

Dr. Timothy SchaefferExecutive Director of Audubon Pennsylvania told the
Committee there is broad scientific agreement thatsts in many parts of Pennsylvania
have been “decimated” by deer browsing and the Game Cssiomineeds to base its deer
management decisions on science, not emotion.

Video Blog: Dr. Tim Schaeffer Calls for Science, Not Emotion cegeD

“There is broad agreement within the scientific comityuthat forests throughout
Pennsylvania are still in a seriously degraded ecologicalittmm as a result of high deer
densities and impacts,” said Dr. Timothy Schaeffer wilttake time and lower deer
densities to fix these problems created by decades oftte to satisfy the insatiable
desire of some hunters for more deer than landowrsgraefs, communities, and resource
professionals want.”

Dr. Schaeffer pointed to studies done by the independeestGertification
Council in 2004 and theepartment of Conservation and Natural Resourc2607
showing the overabundance of deer has decimated theigiward sustainability of the
forest habitat and wildlife.

“Balancing deer impacts with healthy forest ecosysteasnanked as the most
important deer management goal for Pennsylvania by a stdkelysbup formed by the
Game Commission in 2002,” explained Dr. Schaeffer. “Inddpat public surveys also
confirm that managing deer to promote healthy, sustairiaf#dst ecosystems was the
number one goal identified by the public generally and bydnari
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Dr. Schaeffer noted the preliminary results of a stofdhhhe Game Commission’s
Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) showshthaers have failed to remove
even 15 percent of the study population of antlerless dédorithcentral Pennsylvania
because the deer are moving to avoid hunters.

“The consequences of not managing our deer herd basectones@ evident in a
recent report issued by Audubon entitl€dmmon Birds in Decling said Dr. Schaeffer.
“Here in the Commonwealth, we have seen a 62 pedreptin Wood Thrush numbers,
and a 22 percent decline in Ruffed Grouse. Each of thesespely on habitats that have
been irrefutably over-browsed by white-tailed deer outsiadker fences.”

Deer cause an estimated $90 million in crop losses and $fghrim forest
damage each year, according to the Department of Agnieulbver $78 million in
property damage from over 39,000 deer/vehicle collisions y@arhand are responsible
for the dramatic increase in Lyme disease in the ,stat®rding to the Department of
Health.

“The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has a long history ofusimg the deer
management tool — hunters — with the deer management foatl of meeting the public’s
economic, health, and ecological needs and expectdtipdser management,” said Dr.
Schaeffer explaining, “We are sustainably killing more deday than 20 years ago during
a period many hunters today describe as the “good old days.

“Yet, once again there are proposals to go down theqdathortening antlerless
seasons, reducing antlerless allocations, and turning hdirdersleer managers operating
in the public’s interests to recreationists exploitingualic resource,” said Dr. Schaeffer.
“Most critics of the deer management program have not suggptréir arguments with
credible science.”

Dr. Schaeffer cited recent letteby Audubon Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs and other hunting, agrialjitand management and
conservation groups that urged the Game Commission to eeagksons about the deer
management program “in the public eye and informed by seigther than emotion.”

Unified Sportsmen

The Committee heard from four representatives ofthéed Sportsmen of
PennsylvaniaN. Charles Bolgiano, Legislative Liaison, Stephen Métesident, Gregory
Levengood, Chairman of the Board, and James Slingkys@tant to Unified.

The resenters made several recommendations to the @emnncluding:

* Limiting Game Commission Board members to a four yean;ter

* Amend the Game law to require Commissioners to adherenhpto the scientific
aspects of wildlife management, but also the soaaln@mic and recreational aspects;

* Requiring the Governor’s Office, Department of Consgoveand Natural Resources,
the Governor’s Sportsmen’s Advisory Council on Huntinghiag and Conservation
to distance themselves from the Game Commissionastegl#emoval process;

* Develop a remediation program for forest soils sevenghacted by acid rain to the
point that forest regeneration cannot occur naturaltyl@ave the Game Commission
and DCNR admit the real culprit impacting regeneratsomoit deer but acid rain; and

» Supports the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee afdiie deer
management program and on the income derived from tinmbemaeral sales on
Game Lands.

Video Blog: Sen. Mcllhinney Asks Questions of Unified Sportsmen

Video of the entire hearing is available online
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Sen. Mcllhinney (R-Bucks) serves as Majority Chair ef @ommittee and Sen.
Fontana (D-Allegheny) serves as Minority Chair.

The House Game and Fisheries Committee meets on MartthconsideHouse
Resolution 644Levdansky-D-Allegheny) directing the Legislative Budged &inance
Committee to conduct an audit of the Game Commissibees management program.

NewsClips: State Bill on Game Commissioners Terms ConcernseS8portsmen

Column: On Raising Hunting License Fee
Onorato: Deer Population Must Be Curbed
Wayne’s Mature Forests Showing Fewer Small Trees

Video Blog

Dr. Crawford Talks About Pharmaceuticals in PA Waters

Due to the recent interest in pharmaceuticals found mm$&3dvania’s rivers and streams,
PA Environment Digess again making available a Video Blog interview with J. Kent
Crawford Water Quality Specialist for tiiéennsylvania Water Science Center of the U.S.
Geological Survey

Dr. Crawford was the guest presenter at an EnvironmEataim hosted by the
Joint Air & Water Pollution Control and ConservatiGommittee

He spoke about a water quality study the U.S.G.S. waduobing to determine if
there are pharmaceutical compounds and physician-prescritieidtas in
Pennsylvania’s ground and surface waters in November 2006.

The first phase of the project, which was funded by theaDment of
Environmental Protection, looked for these compounds in granddurface water in
predominantly agricultural areas and downstream from wasée treatment plants. A
second phase of the project will look at these compoumndsriking water supplies.

Dr. Crawford, who has over 30 years of experienceviarety of water quality
projects, can be contacted at 717-730-6909 or send emaildeford @usgs.gov

The Joint Conservation Committee is chaired by Reptt Htutchinson (R-
Venango) and Sen. Ray Musto (D-Luzerne) serves as haieatan.

Video Blog: Dr. Kent Crawford Talks About Pharmaceuticals in Water

NewsClips:What's In Our Water?

Drinking Water in State is Safe, Official Says

Suppliers: Local Water Safe to Drink

Local Water Authorities Respond to Investigation

Study of Drugs in Water Supply Will Take Until 2010

DEP Supports Effort to Identify Pharmaceuticals in W&igpplies

PA Environment Digest Video Blog

On the Hill

» Session Schedule

* Onthe Senate/House Agenda

» Senate/House Bills Moving/Bills Introduced

* House Catches Up to Senate in Passing Renewable En#érigyrigling
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» Kessler Organic Farming Bill Would Boost Farmers' IncoEvironment

* House Environmental Committee Considers Heating Assstddrug Disposal Bills
* Environmental Issues Forum Features Waste Tire Deriveld Fue

Other News

» PEC Unveils Building Green: Overcoming Barriers in Rielahia Report

* Public Invited to River Conservation Planning Meeting March 19

* Beaver River Conservation Plan Released for Publior@ent

* You and Your Family Are Invited to a Special World WateyBaent on March 22
» Healthy Farms, Healthy Watersheds Event in the Claditoch 18

* Project Will Eliminate Dangerous Highwalls, Replacetlds, Protect Streams

» National Wild Turkey Federation Honors CONSOL Energy

* National Ag Day Student Essay Contest Winner From LykAs,

* Westmoreland County Envirothon Challenges High School &tsde

» Agriculture and Environment: Achieving Balance Conference Jee 2

 EPA Show Us Your Best Photo for Earth Day Contest

» Bald Eagle State Park Hosting Woodcock Festival March 28

» Celebrate Outdoor Heritage Month Starting April 4 in 8osat County

» Pirates Launch Greening Initiatives Program at PNC Park

e Study Helps Butler County Company Save $107,000 in Energy Costiee Blog

* PUC Announces Plan to Transition to Market-Based EteBates for Penn Power
* DEP Lauds Lebanon County, PPL Landfill Gas Project, Bthrc&enter

» Keystone HELP Energy Loan Program Expanded, Training Sesrfsthneduled

* Join the DCED Planning Energy Trade Mission to SouthcAfri

» Centre County Authority Gives Out Recycling Rebates

* Recycling Markets Center Promotes Used of Recycled Giad3slbt Systems

* PROP Sponsors Recycling Practice, Theory, Law and PRblicy Courses

* PA Waste Industries Files Suit to Halt Flow Controi@ance in Delaware County
In Memoriam

* Environmental Pioneer Dr. Paul Hess Passes

Spotlight

* Toyota Donates Prius Hybrid for Raffle Supporting PA Envirental Council
Feature

» The Nature Conservancy: Protecting Pennsylvania’s Rare ghodgrd Resources

Grants & Awards

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

On the Hill

Session Schedule
The Senate and House will return to voting session th& ofddarch 17.

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidive online.
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On the Senate/House Agenda/Bills Introduced

The Senate and House published committee schedules an€#8éendars for the week of
March 17—

Calendars

House (March 17):House Resolution 54(eorge-D-Clearfield) urging Congress to
investigate gas and energy pricesuse Bill 2233(Freeman-D-Lehigh) extending grants
under the Elm Street Program beyond the original five tgar; House Bill 1078§Hanna-
D-Clinton) establishing the Elk Damage Fund providing for deterfences for deer, bear
and elk and payment of claims for elk damage.

Special Session House Bill 1Bennington-R-Mifflin) amends the Alternative
Energy Portfolio Standards Act to provide for increlsse of energy efficiency, extends
the compliance period from 15 to 21 years and provides additinfedtones for the use
of alternative energy.

Senate (March 17)House Bill 1214(Surra-D-EIk) changing the terms of Game
Commissioners from eight to four yeakguse Bill 1281(Freeman-D-Lehigh) requiring
municipalities to take steps to protect the Appalachiar; Haiise Bill 132((Siptroth-D-
Monroe) establishing a disposal program for home-generatdacat sharps.

Committees

House the Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, Subcomeeitbn Information
Technology meets to considépuse Bill 1304(Fairchild-R-Mifflin) creating a PA
Geospatial Coordinating Council ; the Environmental Resouee£nergy Committee
meets to considétfiouse Bill 2073O’Brien-D-Philadelphia) requiring retailers of
pharmaceutical drugs to have in place a system for aotwpand disposaliouse
Resolution 62{George-D-Clearfield) urging federal government to provideenmeating
assistance funding amtbuse Bill 2266(Steil-R-Bucks) expanding stormwater planning
requirements with a request the bill be referred tdHibnese Local Government
Committee; the Game and Fisheries Committee meetsgiderHouse Resolution 642
(Levdansky-D-Allegheny) directing directing the Legisla Budget and Finance
Committee to conduct an audit of the Game Commissbees management program; and
the House Republican Policy Committee hearing on elaetigccap mitigation.

Senate:

Other: Environmental Issues Form featuring a presentationefhdrthampton
Generating Company co-generation plant sponsored hjpthelegislative Air and Water
Pollution Control and Conservation Committee

Bills Introduced

These environmental bills of interest were introducedwieisk—
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Organic Farming: House Bill 2347(Kessler-D-Berks) establishing an organic farming
transition program.

LIHEAP Funding: House Resolution 62(George-D-Clearfield) memorializing the
federal government to provide additional funding to the lLoeome Home Energy
Assistance Program.

Molly Maguires: House Resolution 62@Goodman-D-Schuylkill) urging the Governor to
recognize the lack of due process in the 1876-1878 trials gédllmembers of the Molly
Maquires.

Business Energy SavingsSpecial Session House Bill §Boback-R-Luzerne) providing
for a small business energy savings tax credit.

Net Loss Carry Forward: Special Session Senate Bill fRegola-R-Westmoreland)
would increase the deductibility of a net operating lossL(Nt@m 12.5 percent to 50
percent of taxable income, up from a maximum of $3 mill@&12 million. Sen. Regola
introduced the legislation noting the development @fraditive energy sources and related
technology is hampered by current laws limiting the abibtyimely deduct from

corporate tax liability for net losses, particulay hew or small businesses.

P2, Energy Efficiency Tax Credit: Special Session Senate Bill (Regola-R-
Westmoreland) providing for an energy efficiency and piolfluprevention tax credit.

Senate/House Bills Moving

These Senate and House environmental bills moved this week--

Senate

Heating AssistanceSenate Bill 124§Rhoades-R-Schuylkill) establishing the Home

Heating Assistance Act for heating oil and other hoestihg was referred to the Senate
Appropriations Committee.

Geologists Training: Senate Bill 1264Boscola-D-Lehigh) providing for geologists in
training was referred to the Senate Appropriations Coraaitt

House

Renewable Energy:Special Session House Bill(DePasquale-D-York) authorizing $850
million in debt to fund a renewable energy program anddihg mechanism was passed

by the House 126-74 and now goes to the Senate for actieSdnate passed their own
renewable energy bill and funding mechanism in Decembigpecial Session Senate Bill

1 (MJ.White-R-Venango).
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Medical Sharps: The Public Health and Welfare Committee reportedHmutse Bill 1320
(Siptroth-D-Monroe) establishing a disposal program for hgemerated medical sharps
and is on the House Calendar for action.

Elm Street Program: House Bill 2233 Freeman-D-Lehigh) extending grants under the
Elm Street Program beyond the original five year term araended on the House floor
and is on the House Calendar for action.

Poultry Feed: House Resolution 30(Bennington-D-Allegheny) urging Congress to ban
the use of organic or inorganic arsenic in poultry feedrefesred to the House
Environmental Resources and Energy Committee.

Lady Bird Johnson: House Resolution 51@Petrone-D-Allegheny) commemorating the
contributions of Lady Bird Johnson on beautification wdspted by the House.

House Catches Up to Senate in Passing Renewable Energy,Bilinding

The House this week passed $850 million renewable energydiithing action taken by
the Senate in December which adopted a similar $650 midioewable energy bill. Now
the trick will be to reconcile the differences betwé#ss proposals.

The bills areSpecial Session House Bill([DePasquale-D-York) arfdpecial
Session Senate Bill (MJ.White-R-Venango).

Most of the substantive disagreement in the House debate over whether to
add to the state’s debt by floating an $850 million bond isshen the Commonwealth,
House Republicans pointed out, was looking at a $427 milliolgét surplus this year or
could just run the program on a pay-as-you-go initiative %0 million annually from
the Utility Gross Receipts Tax.

"With double-digit rate increases for electricity seevpending for millions of
Pennsylvanians and gasoline prices expected to reach $4 g galloeed to move toward
energy independence now," Gov. Rendell said. "Energgesof the most promising
sectors of the economy, and investing in new technolodyrenovative ideas makes
perfect sense because it will attract $3.5 billion w peivate capital that will create
thousands of good jobs.

"We have the opportunity now to keep Pennsylvania competitiveotlier states
and nations as we vie for new business development {golet will create jobs for our
people, keep our economy strong, diversify our energy sugpdlyprotect our
environment," the Governor said.

“We cannot and should not stand idly by and depend on trengimbpy of Middle
Eastern sheiks when it comes to guaranteeing affordabtgfor our homes, small
businesses and industrial facilities,” House Majoritgader Rep. Bill DeWeese (D-
Greene) said. “These measures address our problemssautice — investing in
Pennsylvania innovation and power generation while giving #@and women paying
the bills the clout over how those bills are calcuddte

“Pennsylvanians send $30 billion overseas to buy energy geary- nearly
$60,000 every minute of every day — and enough is enough,” Hoaiseityl Whip Rep.
Keith McCall (D-Carbon) said. “We need to attack ghrisblem from two sides, and this
measure does that — saving us $10 billion over the next 1. year
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“We’'re using more alternative energy sources based ist#te like solar power,
wind energy and hydroelectric, but we’re also investindnenfastest-growing industry in
America by investing in research into other forms of gpe€Companies doing cutting-
edge research can and should be here in Pennsylvania helggerate power and
generate good-paying jobs.”

House Energy Proposal

Special Session House Bill 1 authorizes a $850 millioml Bonding that would be
divided in two ways, first, $600 million of the total bondwid be allocated to the
Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority and $250 milliotheftotal bond would be
allocated to the Commonwealth Financing Authority.

The funds allocated to the Pennsylvania Energy Developfghbrity would be
used to support the following types of projects:

e Up to $56 million for energy related research and devedont;

e Up to $44 million would be used to create a rebate progpafmofmeowners
purchasing energy efficient refrigerators or room amesioners;

* Up to $200 million for a rebate and grant program for sattertovoltaic and other
solar energy technologies;

e Upto $270 million to provide grants and loans for the dep&mnt of alternative
energy, alternative fuels, and energy efficiency prejeét total of at least $30 million
is to be set aside specifically to provide grants and leasgpport wind energy
projects;

e Atotal of $5 million is to be used to provide a loan progfar homeowners to
purchase energy efficient appliances or energy consamvaieasures;

» A total of $25 million is to be used for pollution reducti@ehnology projects at
smaller electric generating plants; and

» Atotal of $25 million for a grant program to support the ¢agsion of high-
performance or “Green” buildings.

The funds allocated to the Commonwealth Financing Authawituld be used to
support the following types of projects:

* Up to $50 million for loans to venture capital partnerships

* Up to $50 million for grants and loans to provide workiagital, equipment
purchases, and construction and site preparation actianes

* Up to $150 million for grants and loans for developing hess sites to attract
advanced energy.

The House has also passéause Bill 1200(DePasquale-D-York) creating a grant
and loan program to encourage the use of renewable endlgyRA Energy
Development Authority (but without a funding sourdeéduse Bill 120X Gerber-D-
Montgomery) that includes a renewable transportatiols fmandate andlouse Bill 2200
(George-D-Clearfield) requiring electric utilities to redwadectric usage by 2.5 percent.

Senate Energy Proposal

Special Session Senate Bill 1 creates a $650 million @nognat would:

» $250 million to provide: Loans to businesses and loagsants to counties,
municipalities and school districts for clean energyguts, as well as loans and grants
to businesses that support alternative energy productiongh the Commonwealth
Financing Authority. ($210 million); Pollution control teaagy grants for small
coal-fired power plants to comply with new state aneffabiregulations. ($25 million);
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Support for research and development of alternative etecpyologies, and venture
capital for Pennsylvania start-up businesses to develogpanexalternative and
renewable energy technologies through the Ben Frankliiology Development
Authority. ($15 million);

» $130 million for tax credits to increase alternativergy production;

* $100 million for consumer grants, loans, rebates and regements of up to 25
percent of the purchase and installation price for gnepmgservation projects;

e $100 million to boost funding of the Low-Income Home Eneiggistance Program
(LIHEAP);

* $50 million to provide loans, grants and rebates of up feeB&ent of the purchase and
installation costs of solar and solar photovoltaic fgne

» $15 million for rebates for the purchase of hybrid vehicles;

» $5 million in loans for energy efficiency projectslanv-income households; and

* The programs would be funded by earmarking revenue frotdtiliges Gross
Receipts Tax.

The Senate has also pasSgrkcial Session Senate Bill fPomlinson-R-Bucks)
that includes an incentive program for the use of biofimeilsansportation angpecial
Session Senate Bill 3®4J.White) that includes a biodiesel mandate.

The portion of the energy package related to transitgpfiom electric rate caps to
a competitive electric market has seen a number oingsatbut no action was taken by
the full Senate or House. The bills includeuse Bill 1201(George-D-Clearfield) and
Senate Bill 1134Tomlinson-R-Bucks)

Other energy-related legislation is also likely eodonsidered that is not part of the
primary Energy Independence Package.

For exampleSpecial Session House Bill(M.Smith-D-Montgomery) establishing
High-Performance Green Building Tax Credit Prograimyse Bill 894(Leach-D-
Montgomery) increasing state reimbursements for sdnatings built using green
technologySpecial Session House Bill(Beach-D-Montgomery) providing an exclusion
from Sales Tax for fluorescent bulligecial Session House Bill {Rarker-D-
Philadelphia) providing an exclusion from Sales Tax foergy Star appliances ahtbuse
Bill 690 (Cohen-D-Philadelphia) creating a plug-in hybrid vehicék tarce were all
passed the House and are now in the Senatel@ansk Bill 656(Bastian-R-Somerset)
allowing preserved farms to lease property for the dewedop of wind farms is still in the
House.

NewsClips: Borrowing $850 Million for Clean Energy Passes House

Borrowing $850 Million for Clean Energy
Energy Policy for State Picks Up Steam

Kessler Organic Farming Bill Would Boost Farmers' Income, Evironment

Rep. David Kessler (D-Berks) has introduced bipartisanlé&gias—House Bill 234 7-

that would help farmers who want to convert to organiccaditire. Participation would be
entirely voluntary. "A great way to preserve farmlastio make farming more profitable,"
Rep Kessler said.

Rep. Kessler has been meeting for eight months wathef the Rodale Institute,
located in northern Berks County, to help develop thislggpn. The institute is a
worldwide authority on organic farming.
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"Organic food is the fastest-growing sector of the fowlistry and provides a net
return to farmers as much as two to three times hitdyaer for conventionally raised farm
products,” Rep. Kessler said. "l have visited livestock aod farms ranging from 100 to
300 acres that switched, and once they got through thatioarperiod, those farms
became more profitable. Their profit margins went up bseano-till farming uses less fuel
and organic farming eliminates the need for chemicals astitjpkes.

"Organic farming produces 35 to 70 percent higher yields in draugtditions,
and it can also produce a small reduction in flooding —rocgfly farmed land can absorb
more water since it retains more pockets of air.

"If every farm in Pennsylvania used organic no-till prasticewould have a
carbon-sequestering effect equal to taking 2 to 3 millios ofi the roads. In addition, no-
till farmers can qualify for another source of incompayments for sequestering carbon —
which at least one Berks County farmer is alreadyiverg" Rep. Kessler said.

"All of these gains benefit the farmers’ bottom linel &dhe environment, including
Chesapeake Bay cleanup efforts. There are organic agrecolyortunities in
Pennsylvania — for example, some organic dairy farmersnngylvania have to get
organic hay shipped from out-of-state to feed their cows."

Rep. Kessler said the bill will include a program to reimbprselucers for their
transition costs and losses such as a temporary droglds,ywhich would allow them to
convert thousands of acres from conventional to orgamnaing.

"In the first two to four years, farmers who switgpitally see lower yields, but as
the soil returns to a more natural state, their yiatésthe same as before, or better,” he
said. "And by boosting farm income, we would also boosttsfto preserve farmland in
fast-growing parts of Berks County and other areas of Rkamsa."

As secretary of the House Agriculture and Rural Aff@ismmittee, Kessler is
arranging with Chairman Mike Hanna (D-Clinton) to brthg committee to Berks County
on April 10 for a hearing on the bill.

Last month, Kessler testified before the House Appatipris Committee in favor
of the pending legislation. He was joined by Dr. Timotlashlle, chief executive officer
of the Rodale Institute, who told the committee that@atry of research by Rodale has
shown that putting organic matter back in the soillegp farmers to match or outproduce
conventional farming.

Kessler said Minnesota, Vermont and Wisconsin are ameweya states that
already have adopted legislation to promote organic feymi

House Environmental Committee Considers Heating AssistancBrug Disposal Bills

The House Environmental Resources and Energy Commitieaeet March 18 to

consider legislation on home heating assistance digffesal of pharmaceuticals and

stormwater management legislation. The bills include:

* House Bill 2073 O’Brien-D-Philadelphia) requiring retailers of pharmateeals to
have in place a system for acceptance and disposal;

* House Resolution 62(George-D-Clearfield) urging federal government to provide
more heating assistance funding; and

* House Bill 2266Steil-R-Bucks) expanding stormwater planning requiremeitksa
request the bill be referred to the House Local Govern@enimittee.
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Rep. Bud George (D-Clearfield) serves as Majority Chiatihe® House
Environmental Resources and Energy Committee and Rep.Hdottinson (R-Venango)
serves as Minority Chair.

Environmental Issues Forum Features Waste Tire Derived Fue

The March 17 Environmental Issues Forum will feature agptasion by Northampton
Generating Company which uses waste tires for fuel.

Dan Traynor, Environmental Manager for NGC will brtleé Joint Legislative Air
and Water Pollution Control and Conservation Commuieproviding renewable energy
from scrap tires by utilizing Tire Derived Fuel in its Ciating Fluidized Bed boiler.

The Department of Environmental Protection permitted N @se TDF as a
supplemental fuel in 2007 which as the potential to consume26wmillion tires a year,
which if realized, would dramatically improve the marlatdcrap tires and boost the
clean-up of waste tire piles in the state.

NGC'’s plant also consumes over 600,000 tons a year ¢¢\wathracite coal to
generate about 110 megawatts of clean and efficientielgctrNGC has reclaimed over
200 acres of abandoned mine land and received a Departnietarafr National Award
for Excellence in Reclamation and a Pennsylvania Govex#avard for Environmental
Excellence.

The Forum will be held in Room 205 at noon.

Rep. Scott Hutchinson (R-Venango) serves as ChaiedCtdmmittee and Sen.
Ray Musto (D-Luzerne) serves as Vice-Chair.

Other News

PEC Unveils Building Green: Overcoming Barriers in Philacklphia Report

The Pennsylvania Environmental Council released a new ré&poiding Green:
Overcoming Barriers in Philadelphithat identifies obstacles to green building in
Philadelphia and recommends solutions to dissolving thosersar

The report identified the lack of political will and stgpleadership as the greatest
barrier to Green Building in the city.

While Philadelphia has been ranked the 8th most sustaicigbla America by
SustainLane U$2006), the rankings showed how poorly the city stacks uategories
such as Air Quality and City Innovation (green public pgliay Green Building and
Recycling, Philadelphia ranked among the lowest in thematBuilding Green is one of
the responses to the weaknesses cited in the Sustai@itgrieankings.

The report also acknowledges the many incremental stiegas bg green
champions throughout city government and the private dewedat community to green
city buildings and infrastructure.

Changing the ways we design, build and operate our buildimgjsnfrastructure is
the most powerful way we can address the environmemideages facing the city and the
planet. Green buildings improve human health and prodiycnd make good economic
sense.
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In the United States, buildings account for 76 perceatl @lectric consumption,
48 percent of greenhouse gas emissions and 40 percent df imadfe. Buildings
consume 40 percent of all our natural resources.

Benefits of green building include:

» Children educated in green classrooms score 20 percent bigktandardized tests;
» Every green public school saves enough money to pay faiewebhers;

» Green offices experience productivity gains as high as Témper

» Green homes are selling faster than conventional homes

* Green building strategies have a 20 to 1 return on investme

* Green buildings lease faster and command higher rems; a

* Recovery times for patients in green hospitals isrofiut in half.

Building Green research is a compilation of one geaorth of data collection
through focus groups conducted by a team of researchers pablresident of the US
Green Building Council Chair, Sandy Wiggins. The teaardhérom respondents in all
segments of the building trades, development commundypablic officials.

Building Green: Overcoming Barriers in Philadelpisiavailable online.

NewsClips: PA Environmental Council Gives Philadelphia Green Blueprint

Philadelphia Explores Options to Begin Building Green
Philadelphia Gets Poor Marks on Being Green

Public Invited to River Conservation Planning Meeting March 19

The York County Conservation Distrignvites the public to attend an informational
meeting to learn about the Lower Susquehanna River asdrividixon Tributarie®iver
Conservation Plaon March 19.

The meeting will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 pm, at the Yorki@p ANNEX, York

Pa.

A Rivers Conservation Plan is a valuable conservatianning tool that addresses
watershed-based strengths and weaknesses and anafga¢s and opportunities for
conservation and preservation along stream corridors.

The Plan directly benefits local landowners, electidials, watershed groups,
and other stakeholders helping them to make the wikestas for conserving and
preserving our natural resources.

Additionally, the plan will help increase the public’'saeness and knowledge of
their watersheds, positively influence individual attituded behavior favoring
environmental stewardship and watershed protection, and imgraxefunding
opportunities for local and regional community projettsluding land acquisition,
planning, design, construction and management of streardarsrand wetlands.

A presentation will be given about the River ConseovePlanning process and
geographic area of stream corridors along the SusquehargraaRt Mason-Dixon Line,
of York County, followed by a question and answer ses@ong your concerns and
issues and questions to us for consideration and inclusion.

The Lower Susquehanna and Mason-Dixon Rivers Consenilamming project
is sponsored by the York County Conservation Distribts project is being funded
through a grant provided by the Department of ConservandrnNatural Resource’s
Community Conservation Partnership Program and Growingr@re
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Seating is limited to the first 60 persons registereds®casual. Light
refreshments will be served.

To pre-registration for the meeting, contact the York @p@onservation District
at 717-840-7430 or send e-mail yorkccd@yorkccd.organd give your name, number
attending, and telephone number or e-mail address.

For more information about the Rivers Conservation Plenarea, visit th&’ork
County Conservation District

Beaver River Conservation Plan Released for Public Comment

With an eye toward the future of the Beaver River, the
Pennsylvania Environmental Council has released a draft
Beaver River Conservation and Management Rlathe
entire river corridor.

The Beaver River is beloved by many and has been a
= central force in the history of communities along @sks.
f}fi Those who live, work, and play on the river know ittée
' than anyone. For this reason, public input has been and
continues to be extremely important to the creatioa firfial Rivers Conservation Plan.

Assessments of the area's sensitive natural resolawdsjse, and infrastructure
patterns, historical flooding, and public policies forra Hasis of the plan. From this
information, a range of projects and policies are wedlifor regional stakeholders.

Some recommended actions include: cleaning up illegal dumpites the river,
promoting development within existing infrastructure servieagsrand creating safe river
access locations.

The plan, created as part of the Department of Coaservand Natural Resources'
Rivers Conservation Program, addresses local andnagionditions and concerns about
the river while embracing a variety of conservation atites.

A public comment period is open for individuals to responihéodraft plan.
Comments may be mailed to the Pennsylvania Environmentak€atiits Pittsburgh
Office at 22 Terminal Way, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.

The public is also invited to provide comments in persorpatéc meeting on
April 1. The meeting will be held from 5:00 to 7:00 PM a Beaver County Human
Services Building on 8th Ave., in Beaver Falls.

Comments from public meetings and an Advisory Committeie used to develop
this list of projects for the study area.

The final version of the plan will be based on commmeateived before May 1.

The draft plan was produced by the Pennsylvania Environmental Caithcthe
assistance of a diverse Advisory Committee includipge®entatives from municipal
governments, elected officials, economic developmegdrozations, and recreational
interests.

Electronic copies of the draft plan can be found in wipal offices and on the
website of the Pennsylvania Environmental Couriglectronic copies of the plan are
available by calling 412-481-9400.
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Healthy Farms, Healthy Watersheds Event in the Capitol MarchL8

Penn State’s College of Agricultuvdll hold a special “Healthy Farms, Healthy
Watersheds” event in the East Wing Rotunda at the @apiHarrisburg on March 18 at
10:30 to demonstrate how good tillage and crop production teclsmaumemprove water
quality.

As part of the program Agriculture Secretary Dennis WW&kén. Mike Brubaker
(R-Lancaster) Majority Chair of the Senate Agricultarel Rural Affairs Committee and
Rep. Mike Hanna (D-Clinton) Majority Chair of the Housgriculture and Rural Affairs
Committee will talk about how research, education andvative policies must all work
together to achieve profitable agriculture and healthy \slateis.

Penn State’s Rainfall Demonstrator will literally “keait rain” in the Capitol as
part of the program demonstrating how improved tillageicgmove water quality. Dr.
Sjoerd Duiker, a Penn State agronomist, will presengxhéit which will run all day
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Matthew Ehrhart, Executive Director of théesapeake Bay Foundation’s
Pennsylvania Officewill provide introductions for the event.

You and Your Family Are Invited to a Special World Water Day Evern on March 22

Join theThe Nature ConservanctheChesapeake Bay Foundatidtaxton Creek
Watershed AssociatipBlue Mountain Outfitterand others for a specidlorld \Water
Dayevent on March 22 at th&hitaker Center in Harrisburg

These groups have organized a special event to help dracatte the issue of
clean water. Kids can try on authentic whitewater kengagear and pose for a photo, take
the Water Conservation Challenge, create their oagnats with conservation tips, and
more from noon to 4:00 p.m.

Also that day, Whitaker will be launching a new Imax filedetated to the theme
of water and conservation—the Grand Canyon Adventuresrfit Risk-- a 3D film that
splashes onto the giant screen in Select Medical{MAeater at Whitaker Center.

This new 3D film is the captivating story of the worldwidater crisis and the
great drought now plaguing the American Southwest. Audientlgsin a team of
explorers on an exhilarating Colorado River whitewateeative as they seek important
answers about water conservation.

From the journey’s launch at Lee’s Ferry to the wdalchous Lava Falls rapids,
from the turquoise waters of Havasu Falls to the seakrciver delta in Mexico, a riveting
cinematic celebration of water—and what each of udcaio make a difference.

Project Will Eliminate Dangerous Highwalls, Replace WetlandsProtect Streams

More than 5,000 feet of dangerous highwalls that scar amdabad mine site in Beaver
County will be removed under a reclamation project fundetthéyepartment of
Environmental Protection.

The highwalls, some of which are 80 feet in heightepthreat to public safety
DEP said in announcing the $1.7 million project at the Bgidin Lake Northwest site,
which was abandoned around 1952.

15



PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

Approximately 107 acres of abandoned mine land will be plamiidda mixture of
tall fescue, red top, birdsfoot trefoil and perennial ryegoasthe shallow slopes. A
mixture of tall fescue, crown vetch and perennial ryegrals®e planted on the steeper
slopes.

Nearly 7,000 trees will be planted on the site, includilagk cherry, northern red
oak, white ash, red maple and eastern white pine. Tlkaamwaton work also will replace a
0.6-acre wetland, and build a 2,100-foot permanent swale toehstadinwater runoff in
the Little Beaver Creek watershed.

The watershed contains McCautry Run and the North Fackttd Beaver Creek,
both rated as high-quality cold water fisheries. Thesgmand trees planted on this site
will prevent erosion from damaging the streams.

The Darlington Lake Northwest abandoned mine reclamatjegris funded by
$950,000 from the state's Growing Greener Il program. @imaining $750,000 comes
from Pennsylvania's share of the federal Abandoned Minesljaradyram. The program
directs money to states that have abandoned mine tamdslaim, and is funded by a tax
on current mining activities.

Pennsylvania will receive $27.6 million from the programZ008, up to 30
percent of which can be used for treating abandoned minegeathat makes streams
uninhabitable for fish and other aquatic life.

NewsClip: Beaver County Mine Reclamation to Cost $1.7 Million

National Wild Turkey Federation Honors CONSOL Energy

CONSOL Energy Incwas recently honored by thé&tional Wild Turkey Federation
with its Energy for Wildlife Corporate Achievement Awla The award recognizes
corporations that demonstrate outstanding efforts poare wildlife habitat and promote
conservation and the country's hunting heritage.

The award was presentedd@dlX Land Resources, Inca CONSOL Energy
company, during the NWTF's annual Convention and Sport Shéwanta in February.

Energy for Wildlife is a membership-based certificapvagram for all energy
companies with the primary goal of enhancing wildlife hatloin company-managed, -
owned or -influenced lands. These lands include power lidgas rights of way, plant
sites, woodlands and other properties.

CONSOL is also a Centurion Corporate Life SponsahefNWTF, and is
currently working with the Federation to write and lerpent management plans on select
properties. During the last 10 years, the company has t@th8&8,000 acres of wildlife
habitat to states for public access, and donated moré&H®000 for the purchase of
conservation equipment.

Dennis Fredericks, manager - conservation properties accty@ award on behalf
of CONSOL Energy. "Together, CONSOL and the NWTFdwiag a lot of good things,
not only for wild turkeys, but other species as well,"déré&ks said.

"CONSOL Energy has always supported the NWTF's consenvatograms," said
Jay Jordan, NWTF's Energy for Wildlife Program CooraindtThe folks at CONSOL
have made great partners as we work together for wili=re proud to have them on
our team, and we look forward to continued success togettiee future.”

NewsClip: CNX Land Resources Wins Energy for Wildlife Award
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National Ag Day Student Essay Contest Winner From Lykens, PA

TheAgriculture Council of Americannounced this week the national 2008 Ag Day Essay
Contest winner is Katlin Wiest, an eighth-grader at Ugipeuphin Middle School in
Lykens, Pa.

ACA called upon seventh- to 12th-grade students nationwidalimit original
essays of 450 words about the importance of agricultureitunited States. Under the
theme “Agriculture — Bigger Than You Think,” students wereaairaged to focus their
essays on the broader scope of agriculture, showcdsrdjversity of today’s American
farms.

Though row crops and livestock are still very much a fatieofoundation of the
industry, agriculture today has multiple touch points indaily lives and many career
opportunities.

Wiest was named the national winner of the 2008 contesigltire Ag Day event
held at the USDA Whitten Building Patio. Wiest read é&say to industry representatives,
members of Congress, federal agency representativdss enal others at the Celebration
of Agriculture dinner in Washington, D.C.

The following is an excerpt from her essay:

“Agricultural products are used by each of us every day.n/goe alarm clocks
ring in the morning, they are most likely made of a astrived from corn or soybeans.
We then go to our closets and pick out our cotton clotlingdar. Next, it's breakfast. We
grab the carton of milk and the box of eggs, which cawe dairy and poultry farms.

“Soon, we hurry out the door to a vehicle powered by eth#ut lunch, we open
our lunch bags to pull out a bologna sandwich with cheedacé and tomatoes. At home,
we make dinner, honey-glazed ham with beans, and sugar ctmkiEssert. Everything
we eat is an agricultural product. As the day ends, aelamder our wool blankets and
go to sleep not thinking that the many things we did todaywedohgriculture.”

“This year’s topic showcased the diversity of Ameriegniculture. It was great to
see the depth of knowledge today’s youth have about tieutugral industry,” said
Gerald Tumbleson, president, Agriculture Council of Aneeri&atlin’s essay highlighted
the many areas of agriculture that people encountedany-¢0-day basis.”

Ag Day is a nationally coordinated program that envisiomswmers, young and
old, talking about agriculture. The contest is sponsoredHh$ Inc., The Council for
Agricultural Science & Technology, High Plains JouriNdtional Association of Farm
Broadcasting, National Agri-Marketing Association, Courtiving Association and
McCormick Company.

This is the 35th anniversary of National Ag Day. The gddhe ACA is to provide
a spotlight on the agriculture, food and fiber industtesfirst day of spring (National Ag
Day), not only to help consumers understand how foodibadgroducts are produced,
but to celebrate accomplishments in providing safe, abtirra@inaffordable products.

For more information and to see a list of the 2008 stateers, visit the
Agriculture Council of America website

Westmoreland County Envirothon Challenges High School Students

On March 19, students from area high schools will ibedtVestmoreland Conservation
District, questioning the experts, analyzing natural history itentspgherwise taking in
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all the information they can to prepare themselves ®2008 Envirothon, which is just
six short weeks away.

This high-energy “training event” is designed to give tielents a preview of the
kinds of questions they’ll face in the actual environmebésled competition, where
they’ll be asked to answer questions on forestry, wddlife, aguatic environments, and
an annual challenge subject, which this year is “Recmneatimpacts on the Natural
Environment.”

The training event begins at 5 p.m. with dinner, followedheytraining, which
should start about 6 p.m. and continue for the nesdra¢hours.

Fourteen Westmoreland County schools are planning toteant to the
Envirothon competitiopwhich this year will be held on May 5 at Twin LakeskPar

As of March 12, Derry Area Senior High School, Greengléentral Catholic
High School, and the Westmoreland Enrichment Clasgeglanning to send their student
teams to the training event. The teacher/advisor forKisle School team also is
planning to attend. It is likely that other schools waljister for the training as well.

An average of 70 students participate in the Envirothoh pear. The
Westmoreland Conservation District has sponsored thdescic event for the past 22
years.

A number of cooperating agencies assist the Westmor€lanservation District
in hosting the county Envirothon, including: The Game @isrion, the DCNR Bureau
of Forestry, the Natural Resources Conservation Serthe Westmoreland County
Bureau of Parks and Recreation, Carnegie Museum of dadistory’s Powdermill
Nature Reserve, and Penn State Cooperative Extensiomdfeind County.

Agriculture and Environment: Achieving Balance Conference Jue 2-3

The College of Agricultural Sciences at Penn State Wsilyeis hosting a conference on
June 2-3 in Harrisburg entitledAgriculture and the Environment: Achieving Balarice

New strategies for addressing old problems are urgently néediedl with
environmental issues in the agricultural community. JoegnRepartment of Agriculture,
Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences and leadamsthroughout Pennsylvania’s
agricultural and environmental community to become a paheo$olution.

The conference is designed to tap the collective wisddhose who are engaged
in farm and natural resource management in identifyingpip@rtunities for improving
the state’s water quality.

This two-day conference will bring together the staf@emost experts to identify
opportunities and solutions for better stewardship ofadhd &and waters for which we have
responsibility. This is a new and innovative approach waigfages participants directly
in the problem solving process.

For more information and to register, visit thericulture and the Environment:
Achieving Balance webpage.

EPA Show Us Your Best Photo for Earth Day Contest

The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency is sponsoritfghew Us Your Be&tEarth
Day Photo Contest. Entries are due March 24.
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Has your community organization cleaned up a stream? ytavenjoyed a day in
the woods? Has a wild animal ever sparked your imagination?

If you've caught anything like those moments in a photaresh with EPA! EPA
wants to see how you would show EPA’s mission to prdtectan health and the
environment.

Send your best photos in three categories: enjoying theoenwemt, protecting the
environment and nature and wildlife

To encourage participation and provide maximum public accessptitest will be
hosted on the photo sharing site/w.Flickr.com. People around the world are
encouraged to enter.

Finalists will be announced on April 1 and on April 22 (Ed#y) the winners will
be announced. Finalist and winning photos will be featurdelRAis website.

Full details about the contest are available online

Bald Eagle State Park Hosting Woodcock Festival March 28

The declining American woodcock and vanishing
habitat the migratory game bird needs to survive
will be highlighted at a public program March 28,
atBald Eagle State Pgri€entre County.

The American Woodcock Festival will
feature speakers from 5 to 8 p.m. representing the |{ &t
Ruffed Grouse Societtate College Bird Club
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Departmen
of Conservation and Natural Resources. e, "

The event, now in its third year, will include a toumafodcock habitat and
observation of the popular game bird's courtship flights.

"Bald Eagle State Park is the site of one of thetnmbensive woodcock, songbird
and native habitat restoration projects in the statagd' DCNR Secretary Michael
DiBerardinis. "It is very rewarding to showcase thisparship with the Ruffed Grouse
Society and others to aid the woodcock, ruffed grouse and rasmgmd declining
songbirds that nest at the park."

The festival is an attempt to focus public attention arlinkes in American
woodcock populations and other species that share theiahabi

Sponsors include the Ruffed Grouse Society, DCNR's Bureatate Parks, and
Penn State Universityf8ecreation, Park and Tourism Management Department

Based at the park's Environmental Learning Classroom, tineafesill offer
displays and discussion of park habitat management; birdelmgnstration walks; a land
management machinery demonstration; bird walks; and childrexits. The program will
close with a walk to observe the woodcock's mating display.

Drawn to moist soils rich in earthworms -- the bigtaple food -- breeding
woodcock are found in large numbers on Bald Eagle's 5,900-a&aeslaward, Centre
County.

Birding enthusiasts describe the woodcock's aerial courdspitay as one of the
most fascinating spectacles in nature. Biologistsatiéémpt to capture a woodcock with
mist nets during its courtship display so festival pgréiots can get a close look.
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DCNR's partners in the park's habitat management effaus included the Ruffed
Grouse Society, Game Commission, U.S. Fish and Wéil8krvice, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Congressional Sportsmen's Founddatiaimnal Fish and Wildlife Foundatipn
International Paper, California University of PennsylvaRmansylvania Parks and Forests
Foundationand Penn State University.

For more information, call the Bald Eagle State Pdific®at 814-625-2775 or
Ruffed Grouse Society Biologist Mark Banker at 814-867-7946.

Celebrate Outdoor Heritage Month Starting April 4 in SomersetCounty

There is no better time for the celebration and
preservation of our natural and cultural heritag
than April, the first full month of Spring! Join
the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team and Natu
Biodiversity as they ope@utdoor Heritage
Month in Somerset.

Outdoor Heritage Month is a local celebration in cagjion withEarth Day
National Arbor DayNational and Global Youth Service Qand the National Wildlife
Federation’s\ational Wildlife Weekthat reconnects communities to the rich natural
heritage of the Allegheny Mountains.

Though it is a locally based event, Outdoor Heritage kanpart of a global
effort to connect volunteers with service opportunjgemote civic engagement, and
mobilize youth to serve their communities.

Many area partners will be involved, including conservatiisiricts, public
officials, watershed associations, and more. With &svaimed to please both children and
adults, Outdoor Heritage Month gives everyone an oppoyttmjoin forces for the
preservation and improvement of our local environment!

For more information and for details on the April 4 opgnteremonies, visit the
Outdoor Heritage Month webpage

Pirates Launch Greening Initiatives Program at PNC Park

The Pittsburgh Pirates this week announced the laundie @lub's new greening
initiatives program which has been brandedt's Go Bucs. Let's Go Greé&n

The program integrates greening initiatives, sustainabl@edssipractices and
educational outreach. The Pirates were joined at theuanament by City of Pittsburgh
Mayor Luke Ravenstahl and Allen Kukovich, Southwest Regibirector from the
Office of Gov. Rendell.

The program's launch marks the beginning of a dedicated bjfothe Pirates and
their PNC Park partners CB Richard Ellis, ARAMARK arelly Restaurants to be more
environmentally conscious and to strengthen their collectommitment to go green when
possible moving forward, according to Bob Nutting, Piratesr@tzan of the Board.

"We are not launching this program because 'going greepopidar trend. We
are doing it because it is the right thing to do," saittiNg. "The measures being put into
place at the ballpark will have an immediate positiwpact. These initiatives not only
make sense for the environment, but they make good buseressas well. This is
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another example of our systematic approach to improvemenations, both on and off the
field."

In the months following Nutting assuming control of tlaéiddub in January of
2007, the Pirates conducted a detailed, exhaustive revidwipobiperating procedures at
the ballpark. To identify additional opportunities to beconmearenvironmentally
conscious, the club proactively enrolled the help efWashington D.C.-based National
Resources Defense Council, a nationally recognized awtlooriénvironmental studies.

The results of the club work with the NRDC which aréha core of the "Let's Go
Bucs. Let's Go Green." program.

Elements include a robust recycling program at PNC Patkvhaapture the
more than 760,000 plastic bottles and aluminum cans thalistributed during the
baseball season. The club will place 180 recyclabléagmrs, including 90 contour bottle-
shaped receptacles, throughout the ballpark with the progiago's

The Pirates will also capture other discarded bottlesand through collections
by game day staff at the end of each game. Cleaning &rewe as the "Green Team"
will then conduct a separate sweep of the ballpark to piedlupmaining recyclable
goods prior to the daily cleaning of the ballpark.

Beginning with the 2008 season, both of PNC Park's concasss, ARAMARK
and Levy Restaurants, will be using corn-based beverageTupsompanies will also
eliminate most of the non-biodegradable materials theg Wweing used in utensils, plates,
napkins and food carriers to serve fans in years past.

All paper used in the ballpark, including in the Piratestfioffice, will be more
environmentally friendly, including all bathroom paper prodwtd office paper,
including copy paper, team stationary and business cardsldtheill eliminate its use of
about 33,000 Styrofoam cups each year, encourage allemhgbyees to print on both
sides of paper when possible, separate office trastdar to recycle all dry waste paper
products, and print its various publications on FSC certgaguer.

The Pirates are also taking steps to make the ballpark emergy efficient by
installing motion detectors in 86 specific locations, usheglowest voltage lights possible
in ballpark signage and switching to more energy effidietibs moving forward.

"The 'Let's Go Bucs. Let's Go Green.' program is ativalywe can utilize our
position within the greater-Pittsburgh community to raisaraness of this important
issue," said Pirates President Frank Coonelly. "We tteggeour program will appeal to
our fans and area businesses by demonstrating how tleeseigitiatives can be simple
activities that any business or household can do."

Part of the program is the planned educational outreattelglub, including in-
ballpark promotion. In addition to the hard-to-miss cantoottles, the club will be
showcasing the program through various ballpark signage hasyalblic service
announcements from Pirates players on the video bohedclub will also promote
various program initiatives moving forward on the club'scatfiwebsite, Pirates.com, in
its various publications and during game broadcasts.

"I have a tremendous amount of respect for the Picatemization and what they
are pushing to accomplish,” said Allen Hershkowitz, Sed@entist, NRDC. "Having
worked closely with Bob and the leadership team in tbaths since they first approached
our organization, the club's strong commitment to beingadumstry leader of
environmentally intelligent operations is quite clear. hsgram is an important, high
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profile step forward for Pittsburgh and Major League BaBehore generally. The Natural
Resources Defense Council applauds this wonderful work."
NewsClip: Pirates Swing for Fences Environmentally

Study Helps Butler County Company Save $107,000 in Energy Costs — ¥ Blog

Armstrong Cement, a Portland Cement and Mortar maturfag company in Butler
County, has documented energy savings of $107,000 a year thanRolution
Prevention/Energy Efficiency study conducted byElectrotechnology Application
CenterandPennTAP Partnership

Video Blog: Armstrong Cement Saves $107,000 in Energy Costs

All of the energy savings opportunities recommended in a @@y involving the
compressed air system were implemented in 2006 at afcdBED®,500. These include
repairing leaks, elimination of compressed air for malkéfow off, replacement of
thermostatic drain valves with demand type, no-wast@gsiraistallation of a blower to
replace compressed air in a particular application, teduof compressor air pressure and
installation of sensor controls.

Reports show these implementations resulted in anasiih2,520,000 kWh/yr.
reduction in electric power consumption, from a previé2$9€00,000 kWh/yr. The
corresponding indirect reductions in power plant emissare estimated to be 3,000,000
Ib./yr. in carbon dioxide, 6,800 Ib./yr. nitrogen oxide, and8Q,Ib./yr. sulfur dioxide,
translating to an overall cost savings of $107,000 per year.

The Energy Management Institute located at the Elextihoiblogy Application
Center at Northampton Community College provides mahufaag companies with the
skills necessary to effectively manage energy effeyghrough reductions in energy
consumption and costs.

EMI performs investment-grade energy, pollution preventma process
assessments for industrial and large commercial clieffes's distance learning courses on
energy management and process heating; evaluatesctimectal and economic feasibility
of renewable energy installations, combined heat and p@néra variety of other
services.

For more information, contact Pete Roberts, EMI Mgemaat 610 861-5367 or
send e-mail toplroberts@etctr.coror visit theElectrotechnology Application Centand
PennTAP Partnershiwebsites.

PUC Announces Plan to Transition to Market-Based ElectridRates for Penn Power

The Public Utility Commission this week approved a newweervice plan for
Pennsylvania Power Company that will transition custoneensarket-based electric rates
in its service territory.

The Commission voted 3-1 to approve a plan that provig&®mers with
reasonable default service rates and removes certaiarbao competition for each of the
major customer groups. Several parties participated, imgutie company, consumer
advocate groups and multiple electric generation suppliers.

Under the plan, Penn Power will rely on the compatitvholesale market for one
and two year purchases of energy to obtain power fordhgany's default service
customers. The new generation rates will be effedtosm June 1, 2008, to May 31, 2011.
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On December 20, 2007, the Commission approved all aspectioafaal
settlement, except the procurement approach for régtieastomers. The Commission
remanded the case to the Office of Administrative Uadge and directed parties to
consider a portfolio approach for residential customepsneview of the certified record
that resulted from remand, the Commission approved tdeigment approach presented
in the original settlement for residential customers.

Commission Chairman Wendell F. Holland noted statemerthat while Penn
Power's Default Service Program is operating, "all @aitan continue to monitor the
markets and gather data to determine whether a portfolio agbpwothn a substantial spot
market position would operate as well as the moreesgative approach.”

In a statemeniCommission Vice Chairman James H. Cawley sai@, ptrties
have been especially helpful in shedding light on habalance the sometimes
conflicting goals of ensuring reasonable default service fateconsumers, while
removing barriers to further development of true competiimong energy providers."

In a dissenting statemer@ommissioner Tyrone J. Christy said, "considering the
circumstances of this proceeding, adoption of the inflexibll requirements approach will
result in excessive premiums to ensure price certamtywill close the door to the
participation of several suppliers."

The 1996 electric competition law requires electric camgs or a Commission
approved alternative supplier, to provide default electrieggion service to customers
who have not selected an alternative generation sspphis is commonly called default
service or provider of last resort service.

The default service prices for electric generation serare required to reflect
"prevailing market prices," according to the law. Custanakr have the right to choose an
electric generation supplier other than Penn Power.

The generation rates for the state's electric cuskomere capped as a result of the
settlement agreements reached during the state resimgqiunceedings. Electric
generation prices are not set by the PUC, but ratkesetrby the wholesale market, over
which the PUC has no jurisdiction. Penn Power's capsegkDecember 31, 2006. The
existing default service plan for the company expireg Jyr2008.

NewsClip: PUC Judge Gives Nod to PPL Rate Transition Plan

DEP Lauds Lebanon County, PPL Landfill Gas Project, EducationCenter

pers I N Following an award from the federal government, the Diepent of

/_ef @ Environmental Protection this week heralded the worklaflanon

=1 = County landfill and PPL Renewable Eneffgy their partnership to
ot werHane — harness renewable energy that is helping power locaincoities and

OUTREA

businesses while educating the public.

The project was recently named a National CommunitinBaof the Year by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The innovativeldispt the county landfill
demonstrates the power of renewable energy from lagafsl] a wind turbine and solar
panels.

TheGreater Lebanon Refuse Authorgyoject uses a 3.2 megawatt landfill gas-to-
energy project, along with a 2,000 watt wind turbine, and@0lwatt solar array to
generate power and demonstrate the benefits of renewadslgyaesources.
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The facility has already hosted more than 2,000 studeatshers and community
groups. It provides classroom where generators are vistmagh soundproof windows,
displays all power production from the three renewab&gy resources live, on a screen
within the classroom, and demonstrates the cost-eféawss of renewable energy
resources to industrial and institutional facilities.

The reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from the Lelpaogct is the
equivalent of planting about 38,000 acres of trees, rem@@ri¢P0 vehicles from the road,
or avoiding the use of 323,600 barrels of oil annually.

Pennsylvania is home to nearly 46 active landfill gassptej including seven that
produce high-Btu (British Thermal Unit) pipeline quality g2S that collectively generate
more than 110 megawatts of electrical power, and 14 thaider fuel for thermal use in
businesses. Total landfill gas use statewide is estdvat 42,951 million cubic feet
annually, which reflects the nearly 70 percent of curstate landfill gas that is captured.

According the EPA’s environmental benefits calculatiais tevel of capture is
equivalent to eliminating emissions from 1.9 million carplanting 2.7 million acres of
trees. The Commonwealth’s landfill gas projects, comnbi provide energy the equivalent
of 22.7 million barrels of oil, or enough to displace @dtnl billion gallons of gasoline—
enough to heat 614,000 homes for a year.

In 2006, DEP was honored as the EPA Landfill Methanegaalr Program’s state
Partner of the Year.

For more information, visit theandfill Methane Outreach Partnership webpage

NewsClip: 3 PA Landfill Gas to Energy Projects Recognized by EPA

Keystone HELP Energy Loan Program Expanded, Training Seminars &heduled

The Keystone Home Energy Loan Progrataystone HELPis being expanded to
accommodate loans up to $35,000 for renewable energy impeotgisuch as solar and
geothermal, as well as Home Performance with Energy"8teole house" improvements
and energy audits.

HVAC, remodeling and energy contractors are also invdezhe ofseven regional
sales training seminafer new and existing Keystone HELP contractors.

This program expansion complements the core Keyst@&id”Hbroduct which is
lower rate unsecured financing from $1,000 to $10,000 for Energy&b¢a heating,
cooling, windows, insulation and other improvements.

Keystone HELP is a unique public-private partnership designethke affordable
energy efficiency available to all Pennsylvanians. Adrtenéexi by AFC First Financial
Corporation of Allentown, and offered through a netwafrkver 600 Pennsylvania
contractors, the program is principally supported by the Rbramsa Treasury
Department.

In the first two years of the program nearly 2,000 Pennsidaomeowners
utilized Keystone HELP to make energy efficiency improgata to their homes.

"I am thrilled that PHFA and AFC First have partnere@xtpand Keystone
HELP," Treasurer Robin L. Wiessmann said. "Making thigmm more accessible means
that even more Pennsylvania families will be able to takdoov-interest loans to reduce
their energy costs through the installation of higieefncy appliances.”
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The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency has named AFC Biateavide Local
Program Administrator and Lender for energy improvesienter its Renovate & Repair
Program.

"The combination of the lower rate unsecured energgiefity loan program we
are able to offer through the support of the Pennsylvamiastry Department and the
larger secured loans for renewable and whole house impemsitihrough our partnership
with PHFA truly gives Pennsylvanians a full range of lowtdmancing options for
making their home more energy efficient,” said Peteyjdq, President of AFC First.

The PHFA Renovate & Repair (R&R) Loan is a new addito PHFA's array of
mortgages. The program's main goals are to:

* Prevent homeowners from becoming victims of unscrupulousngmpractices, such
as high interest rates and fees; more money borrdveedneeded; or pre-payment
penalties, etc;

* Help Homeowners prioritize their home repair spendinthabthe work that they get
done is what their home really needs; and

* Provide additional funding to improve Pennsylvania's agingihgssock in
partnership with today's homeowners.

Homeowners and homebuyers can use R&R loans to paj fands of home
repairs, such as roof replacements or plumbing upgradeglleess home improvements
including but not limited to updating kitchens and baths or adibmgdecks.

The best feature of the Renovate & Repair Loan isitipgovides much more than
a loan -- it provides peace of mind in knowing that tgatrhome repairs are done and
were completed in a timely manner with quality workmamshi

Local Program Administrators provide independent homeuatiahs, and as
needed, assistance with finding contractors and ovegséem so that homeowners can
feel confident that they are getting quality work at a ¢yaliice.

The opportunity to combine PHFA's R&R's program with thedt@ye HELP
initiative is an exciting merger for Commonwealth @tis.

Brian Hudson, PHFA's Executive Director states that Agency is committed to
providing funding for commonwealth homeowners to malkd tomes a healthy,
comfortable place to live. The partnership with the Twugaand AFC First greatly
enhances our ability to reach more homeowners throughestate."

For more information, visit thEeystone HELP website

Join the DCED Planning Energy Trade Mission to South Africa

The Department of Community and Economic Developnsergdruiting for a special
energy trade mission to South Africa in June thatccorgate new business opportunities
for Pennsylvania suppliers of power generation, transnmigsid distribution equipment.

South Africa's sustained economic expansion andasarg demand for power is
causing serious, long-term energy shortages, includifigggower blackouts throughout
the country. DCED's Office of International Business/8lopment learned that South
Africa's lone electric firm, Eskom, is planning to speednty $55 billion over the next
five years to upgrade electrical generation, transmmssiod distribution. In addition,
many private firms and households are looking for thein eolutions.

"The current energy situation in South Africa provideamsylvania firms with a
timely opportunity to build market share in one of Africiargest and fastest growing
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economies," said DCED Secretary Dennis Yablonsky. "As@aic growth has outpaced
the country's ability to supply all its energy needs, there better time for Pennsylvania
companies to introduce their products and services intmalnket."

The trade mission is scheduled for June 23-27. Participalhteceive a
customized itinerary of meetings with prospective bsiympresentatives and government
officials in Johannesburg; Mpumalanga (South Africa's andlelectrical generation
center); Kwa-Zulu Natal (a major port logistics cermitAfrica); and Durban, South
Africa's second largest city.

Pennsylvania's trade representative in Johannesburg haBadesgecific interest
in fossil, nuclear and specialty coal-power generat@mpanies; electrical transmission
and distribution equipment; alternative energies inodiofuels; energy conservation
equipment; natural gas generation; and supply technologies.

Participation is limited to 10 companies. The participaféais $500 (participants
are responsible for travel and lodging costs); opporturfgieBnancial assistance from
DCED to help offset the cost may be available to quatif companies.

The application deadline is May 16.

For more information, contact Peter O'Neill at DC&Denter for Trade
Development email tqpeoneill@state.pa.yor call 717-214-5453.

NewsClip: South African Trade Mission Presents Opportunities foF298)

Centre County Authority Gives Out Recycling Rebates

Due to good recycling market conditions in 2007, especially cawdgardboard and
aluminum, theCentre County Solid Waste Authoris/giving recycling rebates back to its
haulers and municipalities for their efforts in reduding amount of waste sent to local
landfills.

This year, the authority is giving back $144,195 in recyclingtesbas a thank-you
to its customers who have helped to make Centre Couegadar in the recycling industry.
This amounts to $15 per ton for every ton of recyclathgisered to the authority's facility
during 2007.

Some of the authority's customers have elected to ddmataoney back to the
authority to help offset costs of free special coltatdi such as household hazardous waste
and the authority's permanent E-Cycle collection site.

“The Centre County Solid Waste Authority would like tortkall of its customers
for their business and hope the markets as well asliregyolumes continue to grow in
2008,” Centre County Solid Waste Authority Education CoordmAtoy Schirf said.

For more information, call 814-238-7005.

Recycling Markets Center Promotes Use of Recycled Glass®Onlot Systems

Representatives from tli&ennsylvania Recycling Markets Centecently briefed
members of th€ennsylvania Association of Sewage Enforcement Offalbogit efforts to
reduce barriers to using manufactured recycled glass samibinsewage treatment
systems.

In 2003, DEP approved the use of manufactured recycled gladsrsthe
construction of onlot sewage systems. Producers of metowéd recycled glass sand
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must have the product tested by an AASHTO/ASTM certéehmercial soil testing
laboratory to assure that it conforms to the specifiedt@@wage aggregate requirements.

Approximately 25,000 onlot sewage systems are installed anmually
Pennsylvania. Assuming half of these systems are elewatedd construction utilizing
80 — 150 tons of material each, the result is statewidead green builders demand
between 1 million and 2 million tons.

To expand this green builders practice to the construatidirecycling industries,
the Recycling Markets Center will continue diversified aastained statewide
promotional efforts in the practice of constructing nfaotured recycled glass sand
mounds.

Over the last 5 months, the Pennsylvania Recycling Maftkenser deployed 9
markets development consultations throughout the Conwealth, outreaching to over
140 contractors, designers, and SEOs combined.

The Recycling Markets Center can provide a free 18 minute p\Bentation of
the installation process in addition to a list of Pelvasya manufactured recycled glass
sand producers.

Headquartered at Penn State Harrisburg with satelliimesfhear Pittsburgh, the
RMC can be contacted at 717-948-6660 or visittensylvania Recycling Markets
Center website The center is supported in part by grant funds fronPdrmnsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection.

PROP Sponsors Recycling Practice, Theory, Law and Publicoficy Courses

TheProfessional Recyclers of Pennsylvaisisponsoring a series of three courses
designed to help recycling practitioners meet their psadesl certification requirements.

The courses include: April 9-10: Recycling 101 — Recycling Peétic heory,
April 30: Recycling & The Law and May 1: Recycling & Public iegl

The courses will all be held at the Centre CountydSiMaste Authority facilities in
Bellfonte, Pa.

For more information, visit theROP Calendar of Events contact Amy Carlotto,
Education Director, by calling 814-742-7777 or send emailzockett@proprecycles.arg

PA Waste Industries Files Suit to Halt Flow Control Ordnance in Delaware County

ThePennsylvania Waste Industries Associaamd the National Solid Wastes
Management Association this week asked the U.S. Diglaart for Eastern
Pennsylvania to enjoin Delaware County and the DelawaretZ&atid Waste Authority
from implementing a new "flow control" ordinance gaviag all municipal solid waste
generated in the county.

The flow-control ordinance -enacted only 10 days ago withoper statutory
notice and scheduled to become effective today-wouldaealdree- market system of
waste disposal and processing by requiring all county- gexakenaunicipal waste be
disposed only at county-designated facilities.

In a complaint filed today by the Philadelphia-based lew 6f Drinker Biddle &
Reath LLP, PWIA and NSWMA argued that the new ordinancataslthe Commerce
Clause of the U.S. Constitution and that county @fecbypassed mandatory state
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statutory provisions governing waste plan revisions, includiieg ppproval by the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.

The U.S. Supreme Court in April 2007 ruled that a flow adglan that directed
all waste in a particular region to government ownetlgerated disposal facilities as part
of a purely public system did not interfere with consiitnally protected interstate
commerce. The court said the fact of government owneastupperation of such
facilities was "constitutionally significant” and justid flow control as a public benefit
under those circumstances.

But PWIA and NSWMA maintain the court's decision doesapuly in this case
because the waste disposal and processing facilitiess@t/ol Delaware County's new
"flow control" ordinance are not publicly operated, and part of an overall waste
services system that is "predominately" private, not public.

Tim O'Donnell, president of the PWIA, said associatimbers began receiving
copies of the newly enacted ordinance late last weekputiteven the benefit of a cover
letter of explanation.

"Compliance with this new ordinance would require substbmperational
changes by our members that would be difficult to managaioh short notice” O'Donnell
said, "and in the long run the lack of competition wouhmhigher disposal costs for
everyone, including the consumer."

According to state Act 101, solid waste plans are suppodeel "developed and
implemented in an open and public manner" and the countyends to "provide written
notice to municipalities within the county when plan depment or plan revision begins."
The law says one of the purposes of the planning proctssaasure a full, fair and open
discussion of alternative methods of municipal wastegssing or disposal.”

PWIA and NSWMA argued in their complaint that countyadéis "entirely side-
stepped [the] comprehensive planning process mandated by state’ stad that the
"utter lack of planning accompanying this significant change pbseats to the safe and
orderly collection and disposal of municipal solid wagteerated in Delaware County,
starting today."

For more information, visithe PWIA website

In Memoriam: Environmental Pioneer Dr. Paul Hess Passes

. One of Pennsylvania’s environmental pioneers, Dr. Paul 88sH
84, of Hershey, Pa, passed away March 11 after a longsline

Dr. Hess served on numerous environmental boards and
committees, including the state Environmental Quality Bpar
DEP’s Citizens’ Advisory Council, the Air and Water Qual
Technical Advisory Committee, and Solid Waste Advisory
Committee.

He was also active in the American Industrial Hygien
Association, the PA Chamber of Business and Industry
Environmental Affairs Committee, the Chocolate Mantifegrs Association
Environmental and Safety Committee, and the NationatliRvocessors Association (now
called the Food Processors Association) EnvironmentalrafCommittee.

He received Power Magazine’s Environmental Protectionrdwaad the
Pennsylvania Resources Council Award. Dr. Hess alsodsas/ehairman of the Derry
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Township Municipal authority and was an adjunct profess&nvironmental Pollution
Control at Penn State Harrisburg.

Professionally, Dr. Hess retired from the Hershegd=soCorporation (The Hershey
Company), where he worked as Director of EnvironmentalisffaDr. Hess joined
Hershey Foods in 1969 to develop the company's first environnmeatelgement
programs, which included a variety of recycling, pollutioevention, water resource
management and energy conservation programs. Hegedtio serve the company in
that capacity until his retirement.

He also served as the chairman of the Departmenibtddy at Lebanon Valley
College.

In addition to his Ph.D. research, Dr. Hess conductgdfi&iant research in
experimental landfill operations, flooded limestone quésty culture programs, solid
waste management and industrial noise exposure. He publishedaus papers and
articles related to his extensive research.

“It was my privilege to work with Paul during his manyay of service, both at
Hershey Foods and on DEP’s advisory committees,” sameioDEP Secretary David
Hess. “His advice and common sense approach to envirdalnssues helped shape the
state’s major air, water and waste programs ovelagte85 years. He was a true
environmental pioneer who let science guide public policy.”

Dr. Hess had a bachelor’s degree in naval sciencetfierdnited States Merchant
Marine Academy, a Master’s Degree in zoology and.® Rhphysiology, both from the
University of Delaware where he conducted researchank physiology and open bay
ecology.

A retired captain in the United States Navy, Dr. Hesgegskin World War I,
seeing action including the battles of Iwo Jima and OkinaM®& also served in the Korean
Warr.

The family is requesting memorial contributions be madée¢dOrgan Fund, One
Masonic Drive, Elizabethtown, Pa 17022. Friends cansadsoan online guest book

Spotlight

Toyota Donates Prius Hybrid for Raffle Supporting PA Environmental Council

Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. has donated a 2008
Prius hybrid car to be one of several prizegia
year’s raffle fundraiseto support the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council. N

The second prize is a seven night stay in Naplesg ™
Florida and third prizes include Pennsylvania getawajs
packages.

A limited number of raffle tickets will be sold—
999—at $50 each. Your entry automatically entitles youdeive a one-year
complimentary PEC membership and a subscription to B fewsletter along with
regular email updates and bulletins, if you are not cuyramtnember of PEC.

Winners will be drawn on June 26omplete rules and regulations are available
online
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Purchase tickets by contacting: Cyndee O'Malley, PEGralédffice, by calling
717-230-8044 x21 or send email twmalley@pecpa.org

Feature

The Nature Conservancy: Protecting Pennsylvania’s Rare Undergund Resources

In a cave, 40, 50, a hundred feet beneath the Earth’'s
\' . surface, a deep, penetrating silence fills the 54-
| degree, moist void.

At least that’s the way it is until we human
_ outsiders click off the headlamps and the flashlights,
and wait quietly for our sense of sight to release its
hold and allow our ears to assume the dominant role
in sensory input. As that happens, we begin hearing
the drips of water, the occasional squeak of a bat, the
delicate sounds of the life of the cave.

And in those soft sounds live the exclamation pointsdbatly highlight the
importance offhe Nature Conservancyrew effort to catalog the caves of the Central
Appalachians and set conservation priorities among them.

Staff throughout the region have been developing a regide-gatabase of known
cave systems, drawing on existing sources such as caegysami natural heritage lists,
and creating a process for defining cave systems in ¢ienceCombined with existing
information about the rare species that inhabit calies;songregated knowledge will
allow the Conservancy to set cave conservation gaerior the region.

“Each of the states in the region has some cave thatkhey've done, but none of
us have worked systematically across the region,” eégpMels Johnson, director of
conservation programs for the Conservancy in Pennsylvania.

In Pennsylvania, for example, the Conservancy hasceed the half-mile of
Aitkin Caveand the surrounding 43 surface acres in Mifflin CounthaRRichard O.
Rowlands Preserve, made possible by and named for thentengpinservationist from
Scotland who later lived in State College. It has alssen/ed Hartman Cave in the
Cherry Valley Preserve in Monroe County.

“Aitkin Cave is a good example of the kind of cave werterested in conserving,
because of all the bat species in there,” says Johmbercave serves as a winter home for
the extremely rare Indiana bat, the rare smalldddiat, the rare Keens bat, the little
brown bat and the big brown bat.

The most recent hibernation census of the bats ioabe by biologists from the
Pennsylvania Game Commission, in February 2006, documeteelttinn of Indiana bats
after an absence of nearly a decade and a doubling ofithigen of little browns to about
3,500.

That’s an extremely strong showing, according to Comaseny Fire Specialist and
Land Steward George Gress, particularly considering bads “are one of those species
that take a long time for the population to increasealbise they only have one pup per
year.”
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Pointing to the massive population decline that the insgateg plant pollinating
bats in general are thought to have experienced over shegaury, Johnson praised the
“incredibly important ecosystem service that’s beingvled by that cave.”

In addition, a rare cave isopod—a shrimplike creaturdednd in the
underground streams of the cave.

“We have an interest in seeing the caves protected@ndandalized,” says
Johnson. “Many of these caves are sensitive to temperaturedity and bacteria. In some
cases, even a few people a year can have an impeet,'ifehose limited visitors do no
intentional vandalism. (The two Conservancy cavd2annsylvania are open only under
special arrangement during the nonhibernation part of thie May through August.)

“And we do know that caves get closed by landowners @ity issues,” he notes.

In the Central Appalachians, explains Dr. Scott Bedoeest ecologist for the
Conservancy in Pennsylvania, with experience researchiagrbite state, the conversion
of agricultural areas to residential development aftads to bulldozing or dynamiting
cave entrances by the new owners.

“If you close it at the wrong time [of year], you colidl an entire colony of bats,”
he says. In addition, says Johnson, “caves are udaaited by water that runs through
the limestone formation,” meaning that such “wet sotutiaves” have a critical and direct
connection to shallow groundwater and can be deeply imgdost water pollution or
diversion. Each cave faces specific threats detedrbgets physical circumstances.

A remote cave distant from a roadway generally wegfterience much vandalism.
A cave surrounded by agriculture might face issues of voataity.

No one is certain how many caves face each of theilgie threats, because “the
caves that have been inventoried are a small fractiaitinaf's out there,” says Johnson.
Beyond working with willing landowners to secure conseorafiurchases and easements
following the initial prioritization of the caves, tlaecompanying education and outreach
efforts will pay dividends with private owners as well.

“If most landowners knew more about the value of thaire and the benefits it
generates, they would do the right thing” and choose atiges to complete closure, says
Johnson.

For those landowners, for the bats and other caveidgeleatures, for the public
that draws benefits from caves and their inhabitareay® says, setting the cave priorities
for the region will help the Conservancy to see “veh&e should be focusing our work.”

Caves Are Home to the World’s Rarest Species Batsabty are the creatures that
first spring to mind on those rare occasions when on&gtabout creatures that live in
caves.

Mirroring lay society, most scientific inquiry int@ee creatures also has focused
on the vertebrate species—the bats and the wood ratd+wch less attention paid to
the invertebrates—the isopods and the amphipods.

Further complicating the situation, nonflying, cave-dwelbpgcies are often
found in just a single cave or cave system, becaub#e'the caves may be connected
locally, they're not connected regionally,” notes Jaims

And experts in those lesser-known species, even inliheic identification, can be
as rare as the species themselves.

“There are many species waiting to be identified witly few experts in their
identification,” says Johnson. For example, the ordynnwwho can precisely identify one
group of isopods (crustaceans), is believed to be a 78-igacientist in Japan.
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Reprinted with permission from The Nature Conservariegisi’'s Woods newsletter

Grants & Awards

This section gives you a heads up on upcoming deadlines fds grahfinancial
assistance as well as nominations for awards and i@t@gnition programsNEW means
from last week—

* March 17— Community Action for a Renewed Environment Grants

* March 21— Society of Women Environmental Professionals Grants

* March 24—NEW. EPA Show Us Your Best Earth Day Photo Contest
* March 31—DEP Stormwater Management Administration Grants

* March 31 - PAEPKarl Mason Environmental Award

* March 31—DEP Host Municipality Inspector Grants

* March 31—Pa CleanWaysitter Hawk Youth Award Program

* April 1— Write On! Wetlands Challenge Student Competition

* April 2 —WREN Water Resources Education Project Grants

» April 4— Schuylkill River Heritage Area Mini-Grants

* April 25— DCNR Community Conservation Partnerships Program Grants
« May 1— PA CleanWays’ Sue Wiseman Student Scholarship

 May 2—DCNR Volunteer Forest Firefighter Grants

 May 16—DEP Growing Greener Watershed, Flood Protection Grants
* May 20 - PennVESTnfrastructure Loans/Grants for April 15 Meeting
* June 20—DEP Section 902 Recycling Development Grants

» RC&D Grants for Improving Livestock Operations

» September 20—Fish & Boat Commission Boating Facilities Grants

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpas around the state

New Air Rules Breathe Down Necks of Counties

Allegheny County Can’'t Meet New Smog Standards

So Much for Lehigh Valley Meeting Pollution Standard
DEP Responds to New Federal Ozone Standards

Rendell Highlights Links Between Good Jobs, Green Jo@®aference
Farm Fights Global Warming, Earns Some Cold Hard Cash
Plants Warm Up to Climate Change

A Global Need for Grain That Farms Can't Fill

Energy Saving ldea May Have Seek Better Times

Editorial: Give Green Light to Going Greener

University Offers Sessions on Making Greener Buildings
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Local Schools, Business Team Up on Environmentally Bhevienture
Winds of Change, Home Wind Mills

McGinty Lauds Lebanon, PPL Landfill Gas Project

PUC Judge Gives Nod to PPL Rate Transition Plan

Senate to Weigh DOE’s Power to Overrule States

Power Corridor Generates Concern

Editorial: Pennsylvanians Disregarded in Electric Line Corridecisions
Settler’'s Cabin Botanic Garden Plan Undermined

Editorial: Protect the Appalachian Trail

Preserving a Jewel: Todd Nature Reserve

Lehigh Valley Has Fewer Farms, But More Options

PA Grand Canyon Vista: One Hike That’s Well Worth Trip
Montgomery County Recycling Winners

RecycleMania Hits DelVal Campus

State Bill on Game Commissioners Terms ConcermseSsportsmen
Column: On Raising Hunting License Fee

Onorato: Deer Population Must Be Curbed

Landscaping for a Healthy Environment

Earth, Wind and Hire

Learning to Like the Eco-Friendly Life

EPA to Issue Positive Report on Cleanup

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr&ennsylvania.

Snyder County Award Winners Work to Control Runoff

Trout Unlimited Receives Four Growing Greener Grants

Four Lancaster Growing Greener Projects Funded

Acid Mine Drainage Still Our Top Water Worry

Seeking a Clean Bay, Strong Economy

Workshop Focuses on Chesapeake Bay Initiative Game Plan
Editorial: Lack of State Support Makes Municipal Sewage UgsdRifficult to Sell
Editorial: Lawsuits and Sewage Plants

Get Your Well Water Tested During Ground Water Awarengéesk
Back Mountain Trail Along Toby’s Creek Growing

RiverWalk Makes Old New Again

Don'’t Flush Pills, State Official Says

Suppliers: Local Water Safe to Drink

Local Water Authorities Respond to Investigation

Study of Drugs in Water Supply Will Take Until 2010

What's In Our Water?
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Regulations

The Environmental Quality Boarlblished proposed chandesRadiological Health and
Radon Certification Fees for public comment. The Bisth Boat Commission published
proposed changes to théass A Wild Trout WaterandClassifications of Wild Trout
Streams

Pennsylvania Bulletin — March 15, 2008

Comment DeadlinesTechnical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Regulations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Department of Environmental Protectirblisheda draft guidance document on
compliance procedures in the Mining Program and final gueiel@ocuments in the
Drinking Water and Land Recycling Program (details belamn)update of the Certified
Emission Reduction Credits Regis{a Bulletin pg. 130Pandnotice ofbond rate
guidelines for land reclamation bonds.

Draft: DEP ID: 562-3900-402. Citizens' Requests: Receiving, imgclkvestigating,
Appealing and Filing. This document revises the proceduresdanvbstigation of
complaints relating to coal and industrial mineral miningyvaes and the use of
explosives.

Final: DEP ID: 383-3310-409. Pennsylvania Drinking Water Inf&diom System
(PADWIS) Violation and Enforcement User's Manual. Thanomal provides uniform
instructions and protocol for the use of the online Safekidrg Water Program violation
and enforcement information system that is a majorystés of the PADWIS.

Final: DEP ID: 253-0300-100. Pennsylvania's Land Recycling Progeaimical
Guidance Manual--Section IV General GuidanceSubse&ngivisions were proposed to
Pennsylvania's Land Recycling Program Technical Guidance Mabeetlion IV General
Guidance and were advertised for public comment at 37. Ra@ (August 4, 2007).

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise ndtéd/V indicates new from last week.
Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

* Revised Meeting Schedule for DEP Certification Progfavisory Committee
Revised Meeting Schedule for Water, Wastewater Systymasators Board

* March 17—NEW. House Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, Subcomnemibn
Information Technology meets to considieyuse Bill 1304(Fairchild-R-Mifflin)
creating a PA Geospatial Coordinating Council. Room 121 \Wasgy. Call of Chair.

* March 17— House Republican Policy Committee hearing on eledit& cap
mitigation. Room G-50 Irvis Building. 10:30.

* March 17—Environmental Issues Form featuring a presentation oNohghampton
Generating Company co-generation plant sponsored hjpthelLegislative Air and
Water Pollution Control and Conservation CommitiReom 205 Ryan Building.
Noon.

* March 18—NEW. House Environmental Resources and Energy Committees maeet
considerHouse Bill 2073 O’Brien-D-Philadelphia) requiring retailers of
pharmaceutical drugs to have in place a system for aotwpand disposaliouse
Resolution 62{George-D-Clearfield) urging federal government to provideem
heating assistance funding anduse Bill 226G(Steil-R-Bucks) expanding stormwater
planning requirements with a request the bill be referrédetddiouse Local
Government Committee. Room G-50 Irvis Building. 9:00.

» March 18—NEW. House Game and Fisheries Committee meets to comgidese
Resolution 644Levdansky-D-Allegheny) directing directing the LegislatBudget
and Finance Committee to conduct an audit of the Game &siomis deer
management program. Room 39 East Wing. Off the Floor.

* March 18—CANCELLED. Environmental Quality Board meeting.

* March 19— Capital Region Water Board Meeting. Susquehanna Bizein
Commission Building. 1:00. Contact: Cindy Ro€kndy.L.Rock@comcast.nebr
call 717-633-7959.

* March 20— RescheduledHouse Game and Fisheries Committee meets to hear the
annual report of the Game Commission. G-50 Irvis BuildiafO.

* March 25—CANCELLED. DEPCleanup Standards Scientific Advisory Board
meeting. Next scheduled meeting is July 16.

* March 26—NEW. House Environmental Resources and Energy Committeendgiéa
solicit testimony on proactive policies on a transitio market-based electric rates and
on Special Session House Bill 54 (George-D-Clearfieldyidnag for a temporary
extension of rate caps. Ramada Conference Center,naltati00.

* March 26—NEW. DCNR Conservation and Natural Resources Advisory Council
meeting. Room 105 Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.

* March 28—NEW. PA Energy Development Authoritmeeting. Room 105 Rachel
Carson Building. 10:00.

35



PA Environment Digest — Crisci Associates

* March 28— Lehigh Valley Watershed Conference and Shad Symposiuridalyio
Inn, Fogelsville. Information, send email teennedy@lehighconservation.org

* March 29— PennFuture’s Annual Watershed Conferei@zadd’s Ford.

o April 1 —NEW. Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committee
informational briefing on DCNR’s natural gas leasing poli@oom 8E-B. 10:30.

* April 1— DEP Environmental Justice Advisory Boangeting. Room 105 Rachel
Carson Building. 8:30.

* April 1-2— The Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry 200@8onmental
Regulations & Technologies Conferen&elen Resort Inn & Suites, Lancaster.

* April 3— NEW. House Game and Fisheries Committee meets to heantio@l
report of the Game Commission. G-50 Irvis Building. 9:00.

* April 10—NEW. House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee hearingionse
Bill 2347 (Kessler-D-Berks) establishing the Organic Agriculture &eyment Act.
Oley Valley Fair Centre, Oley, Pa. 1:00.

* April 14—PA Infrastructure Investment Authoritpeeting. Dixon University Center,
2986 N. Second St., Harrisburg. 10:00.

* April 15—PA Infrastructure Investment Authority meetingnotice

* April 17— Sewage Task Forcépint Legislative Air and Water Pollution Control and
Conservation Committemeeting. Penn Stater, State College. 10:00.

* April 18—PEC Water Trail Working Session Conference

* April 19— Protecting Our Headwaters Streams and Wetlands-What ¥0DG.
Cedar Crest College, Allentown. 10:00-3:00. Contact: BarBanson, 610-282-
33611 or send email tbarbarabenson@bensonsails.com

* May 13-15—PA Water/\Wastewater Associatiannual conference. Valley Forge.

* May 28— Western Pennsylvania Environmental Awards ProgrRittsburgh.

DEP Calendar of Events

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesyPA Center for Environmental Educaton

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidive online.

Helpful Web Links

PA Environment Digest Video Blog

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network

DEP Press ReleasedDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases
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Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitt/e actions téA
Environment Digest - DHess@CrisciAssociates.coor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digest is edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Crisci Associates and the public. Crisci AssociatesHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comgmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Crisci Assagacall 717-234-1716. All rights
reserved.

Supporting Member PA Outdoor Writers Association

PA Environment Digest is a supporting member of tRennsylvania Outdoor Writers
Association.
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