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Appropriations Committees Hear of Environmental Funding “Challenges”

DEP Secretaritathleen McGintytold the Senate and House
Appropriations Committees this week her agency faces
environmental funding “challenges” to keep programs like the
Hazardous Sites Cleanup Program running and from federal
funding cuts.

Federal funding cuts for programs Pennsylvania
administers for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agdike air
and water quality, reductions in funding for clean water
infrastructure projects and cuts in support for flood i@nt
projects were all areas Secretary McGinty pointeddbc¢buld
have further impacts on DEP’s budget.

Secretary McGinty noted successes in the past yedimimating backlogs in
processing water quality permits, processing an unusuallyniigiver of oil and gas well
drilling permits and in promoting brownfields redevelopnténbughout the state.

Like other agency’s, DEP is projected to lose stafhexcoming year, a projected
57 positions will be eliminated. That brings to 136 theher of positions eliminated
since January 2003 for a total complement of 3,075 for théngoyear.

In remarks before the House Committee, SecretaryiMgGaid DEP faces
challenges in continuing to fund the Hazardous Sitesn@fgaRecycling and Storage Tank
Programs this coming fiscal year.

Hazardous Sites Funding Ends 2007

As part of the legislation passed last July to im@etthe Growing Greener bond
issue, the Governor and General Assembly were auglibtiztake up to a total of $50
million from the Environmental Stewardship Fund (the oadjiGrowing Greener fund) to
finance the Hazardous Sites Program in fiscal 2005-06 ($26mpiand 2006-07 ($30
million).

Gov. Rendell's proposed budget took the full amounts fronEtharonmental
Stewardship Fund both years, but this temporary funding merhaxpires on June 30,
2007 and something will have to replace it.

Growing Greener Without Diversions

The proposal to take monies from the Environmental Stshg Fund in 2006-07
results in reducing dollars available for the original@ng Greener Programs by 46
percent. Restoring monies to the Fund would result in—


http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=489121
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e $11.2 million more for DEP for watershed restoratiomraloned mine reclamation,
oil and gas well plugging and sewage/water projects;

« $ 7.2 million for DCNR State Parks/Forest maintenanpen space preservation and
recreation grants;

$ 4.5 million to Agriculture for farmland preservationgan
$ 7.1 million to PennVest for water and sewer projeattgra

Restoring Environmental Stewardship Fund(original Growing Greener Programs)

Proposed With Funding Difference*
2006-07* Restored* 46% Increase
DEP 24,061 35,281 11,220
DCNR 15,505 22,734 7,229
Agriculture 9,521 13,961 4,441
PennVest 15,247 22,357 7,110
Hazardous Sites Fund** 30,000 0
Total 94,334 94,334 30,000

*In thousands of dollars
**Authorization to take monies from Stewardship Fund ends 30n2007

The Environmental Stewardship Fund can also be used to pagateise for the
Growing Greener bond issue, which in 2006-07 is estimated$6.6amillion. The
Governor’s budget proposal now calls for debt servic®@toeecout of the General Fund
appropriation.

The Stewardship Fund is support by the special $4.25/ton Gr@wvaener fee
enacted in 2002 to fund the original Growing Greener wagdfBabitat restoration
programs.

Other Funding Challenges

The budgets for DEP, DCNR and Agriculture contain othedihg challenges that
were brought out in bipartisan questioning by the Senate andeHAppropriations
Committee this week. Among them were—

Parks/Forests Funding Diversion:The Keystone Recreation, Parks and Conservation
Fund will not receive $63 million in Realty Transfer Taooceeds (one year's contribution)
specifically earmarked by law for that purpose. WhileNlROds making accounting and
administrative changes in the program to continue tocgnts at the same or higher
levels, these funds were earmarked for conservatiqropas.

Several members of the General Assembly noted DCMNRislar budget line
items, for example for State Park operations, hatgetobeen restored to 2002-03 levels.

Recycling Fee SunsetFunding for Recycling Programs was cut by $8.5 million in
anticipation of the sunset of the recycling fee in 2A®gercent cut)House Bill 1902
(R-Rubley) is pending in the Senate to reauthorize the fee



http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB1902.HTM
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Storage Tank Cleanup Fund Not RepaidOnly $1 million of the promised $10 million
to pay back the Underground Storage Tank Indemnification Rumdh provides cleanup
insurance to thousands of tank owners, was included ioudhget proposal. Without the
payment it is likely the Board that oversees the Fuilichave to raise the per gallon fee
financing the insurance which gets passed on to consumeigher gasoline and diesel
fuel prices. In 2002, $100 million was borrowed from the Tremkd to help balance the
budget with the promise it would be paid back over ten years

County Conservation District Cuts: Members noted funding was cut $900,000 for
districts at a time when burdens are increasing to prdameers more help developing
nutrient reduction plans and with permit reviews for lisektoperations, along with a
$300,000 (100 percent) cut in funding for Chesapeake Bay Edu@atignams

Nutrient Management Fund Depleted:Funding that helps certify nutrient management
plan technicians and provides farmers help in reducing nutteoff was cut by
$986,000, and according to a study by the Joint Legislative Budddtimance
Committee, the Fund will be entirely depleted by June280y7.

Agricultural Research Cut: a $3 million cut in agricultural research that could help
address excess manure problems and other issues.

Growing Greener Bond Fund Expenditures

The proposed budget includes these suggested allocations fdmgpire
Growing Greener Il bond funds for the coming fiscal year.

Bond Funds 2005-06* 2006-07 (Proposed)*

DEP

Envir. Improvement Projects 20,847 20,000

Abandoned Mine Reclamation 0 15,000

DCNR

Parks & Recreation 0 5,000

State Parks/Forests 7,000 10,000

Open Space Preservation 4,801 10,000

DCED

Main St, Downtown Redevelop. 5,000 15,000

Agriculture

Farmland Preservation 0 40,000

Fish & Boat Commission 1,655 4,000

Game Commission 6,000 8,000

County Environmental Projects 4,697 15,000

Total 50,000 142,000

Debt Service** 0 9,683

*In thousands of dollars  ** General Fund Appropriation
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Links: Department of Agriculture Budget Testimonry Budget Release
Department of Environmental Protection Budget TestimeBudget Release
Department of Conservation & Natural Resources Budgéini@sy - Release

Session Schedule

The House returns to session on March 6 and t Visit Our
Senate MarCh 13. The Senate will be fInIShII‘lg Professional Services Directory
budget hearingever the next week. Support Your Sponsors

On the Hill

* Onthe Senate, House Agenda
» Senate/House Bills Moving

» Bill Introduced

Click Here to Visit Our

Professional Services Directory

Other News

» Over 250 Attend Keystone Coldwater Conference, Focus bitd#and Access
* PA’s Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Leadi&ation

» State Wildlife, Habitat Restoration Grant Applicatidise April 7

» Schuylkill Watershed Congress “Rain, Snow or Shine” Ma¥& 5

* Celebrating the Headwaters Program, Coudersport April 20

* Montgomery Senior Environment Corps Highlights Water Etocd@rograms
» Grants Help Expand Dirt and Gravel Road Maintenancer&nog

* Soil Maps Available Online for 57 PA Counties

* Montgomery County Conservation District Receivesritfar BMPs

» Agriculture Establishes Fertilizer Committee, Includi®gmpost, Manure

* Homeowners Guide to Stormwater Management Now Available

» Alliance for Chesapeake Bay 2006 River Sojourns Youth Artt&st

* NASA Educator Conducts April 19 GLOBE Land Cover Workshop

» TreeVitalize Display at Philadelphia Flower Show Highlis Native Trees

* Pennsylvania State Parks: The Canvas of the Commonwvéaittn 9-12
 EPA Calls On Industry to Reduce Chemical Use

* EPA Seeks Public Comment on U.S. Greenhouse Gas Inyentor

* EPA Scientists Share Innovations with Public and Busasess

* Outdoor Lighting Workshop for Municipal Planners March 28

* Pennsylvania Land Conservation Conference April 28-29

* PA Environmental Professionals Annual Conference May 17-19

* Driving Down the Cost of Green Buildings Workshop April 4

» Stewardship for Home, Farm, Business, and Community Wopk&haoil 8

* Southeast PA Regional Environmental Advisory Council K§bop March 11

* DEP to Hold Flood Protection Workshop March 28-30

* National Conservation Partnership, Environmental Ed. AWwdyminations Due
* 2006 Shades of Green Awards for Green Design Now BeingpAed

» First Ever Southeast Regional Stormwater BMP Award Mations Due April 17


http://appropriations.pahousegop.com/index.cfm?ContentID=137&amp;ParentID=49&SectionID=67&SectionTree=49,67&lnk=b&ItemID=124
http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/agriculture/cwp/view.asp?A=390&Q=139261
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=489121
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=489212
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/DCNRBudgetTestimony.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/news/newsreleases/2006/0206-housebudgethearing.htm
http://www.pacapitoldigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=3545&SubjectID=
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/pages/professionalservices
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* Call for Nominations — Northeast Environmental Partdevards

* Reminder - 2006 Western Pennsylvania Environmental Awards
* Youth Hunter Essay Contest Winners Honored by Gamendission
* Online Peregrine Falcon Cam Goes Live March 6

* Barn Owl Conservation Initiative Extends to SouthwrAt

Feature
» Watershed Groupsin Rural Pennsylvania Have Gone Mainstream, By Lara Lutz,
Chesapeake Bay Journal

See & Hear
* Environmental Advisory Councils, Helping Communities FinduHohs

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

On the Hill

On the Senate, House Agenda

The House returns to session on March 6 and Senatadean Gov. Rendell's 2006-07
budget proposal will continue. Here’s the rundown...

Calendars

The House will start March 6 with this environmental billits Calendar-House Bill
2067 setting limits on state spending through a constitutian@ndment.

The Senate will start March 13 with these items oir thalendar-House Bill 213
establishing penalties for eco-terrorism; &whate Bill 106%roviding additional funding
to expand the PA Small Business Development Centers.

Committees

In the House, the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Comneitteeets to considétouse Bill
2349imposing further restricts on fireworks displays atwlise Bill 1895proposing a
constitutional amendment to provide tax incentivedand conservation.

Bills Introduced

TheHouse Bill 2474(Surra-D-EIk) was introduced this week requiring additiciadéty
equipment in underground mines.



http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/events/?varQueryType=Calendar
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB2067.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB0213.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/SB1063.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB2349.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB1895.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB2474.HTM
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In Other News

Over 250 Attend Keystone Coldwater Conference, Focus on Habitanhd Access

Habitat improvement, public access to streams and invohdnthyin
fishing and boating activities were themes echoed by masepters
at the 2006 Keystone Coldwater Conference in State Cddsgaveek.

Keynote Speaker Dr. Doug Austen, Executive Directohef t
Fish and Boat Commission, said his agency has refocissefiarts on
habitat restoration by elevating that function to belledivision within
the Commission and adding six regional restoratiorf. staf

Dr. Austen also chairs thi¢ational Fish Habitat Initiativéhat
is deS|gned to galvanize support for habitat restoratiomgfmaut the United States by not
only natural resources agencies, but also private induddrfpandations.

Noting a significant decrease in the number of youth &gedL5 engaged in
fishing, Dr. Austen reviewed steps the Commission is takiragtract youngsters back,
including a proposal for aew junior fishing licenswith the proceeds dedicated to youth
education activities.

Privatization of public fishing waters is a growing conderRennsylvania, but at
the same time Dr. Austen noted private property owneesl to be engaged as a partner to
promote angling and anglers need to act responsibly wingnivate property.

A planned statewide study of stream access supported Bpthmission, the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources arféetinesylvania Environmental
Council will help the Commission identify areas whtrere are access problems and help
prioritize access projects.

Cindy Dunn, Director of DCNR'’s Bureau of Recreatiod &onservation, gave an
overview of the agency’s efforts to create a moreasusble Pennsylvania by promoting
sustainable management of State Parks/Forests, prgnstaiewide land conservation,
creating sustainable and attractive communities and doing té@onnect people to the
outdoors.

Dunn highlighted initiatives lik&A Wilds, TreeVitalize Get Outdoors P/and the
Kittatinny Ridge Project

PA’s Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Leads the Nati

More than 150,000 acres are enrolled in
Pennsylvania’s Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Progranmto improve watershed quality and wildlife
habitat, according to the Game Commission.

CREP has become the largest water quality-
wildlife habitat partnership on farmland in
Pennsylvania's history.

Pennsylvania's 265,000 allocated CREP
acres, and 156,157 contracted acres (as of January 2006)] ethestates. The closest
states to Pennsylvania's tallies are Nebraska with 200lld@@tad acres, and lllinois, with
nearly 109,620 contracted acres.

CRE?

\.c::nservatlon Reserve Enhancement Program


http://www.fishhabitat.org/
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Exec/Fish_Boat/promo/initiatives/jrlicense/00junior.htm
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/info/pawilds/index.aspx
http://www.treevitalize.net/
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/getoutdoorspa/index.aspx
http://pa.audubon.org/kittatinny
http://www.pgc.state.pa.us/crep/site/default.asp
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"The Pennsylvania CREP has enrolled more than 150,000 awcestsivas started
in 2000," Carl G. Roe, Executive Director of the Gamen@ussion, said. "It's a
tremendous accomplishment and likely will become a$tataur state's conservation
history as the federal Soil Bank program in the 1950s and '60s.

Administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture'sn-&ervice Agency
(FSA), CREP is a successful partnership involving statdglee federal government in an
ambitious initiative that uses monetary incentives tp benserve and rehabilitate
environmentally-sensitive agricultural lands in water guadmpromised river drainages
by carrying out projects that reduce erosion, restore dedraabitats and increase
protections for ground and surface water.

Started in 2000, CREP is administered primarily by the Gaaramission and
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Pennsylvania’s goal isrorove wildlife habitat and
water quality, and reduce soil erosion on 265,000 acres inbflies, while monetarily
compensating landowners for their participation.

In addition to participating landowners, hunters, trappatsanglers are direct
beneficiaries of CREP, as are neighbors of prograicypents, bird-watchers and others
who care about improving the environment.

The Department of Environmental Protection has continngadavide substantial
funding for CREP through the state's Growing Greendaiivies. Many other partners -
including the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Ducks Unlimited sBheaForever and the
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy - have contributed to tdgsaon.

CREP started in the lower Susquehanna and Potomac raias.bin 2003 it was
expanded to 23 additional counties. Less than a year 1&equnties in the Ohio River
drainage were added ($146 million in augmented funding). Only Biggrmsylvania
counties - all in the Delaware River Basin - do not ppdie in CREP.

Bradford County currently leads the state in CREP &nerit with more than
11,000 acres. Other counties with substantial acreagel@icColumbia, with more than
9,700 acres; Northumberland, 9,600; Somerset, 7,700; and Ti6@8, 7,

More than 25,000 Pennsylvania acres - 39 square miles - of meaivn-season
grasses have been established under CREP. Equally sign#ieathe more than 1,400
miles of forest riparian stream buffers that havenljaced under contract.

Landowners wanting more information can call toll-fie800-941-CREP (2737)
or visit thePennsylvania’s Conservation Reserve Enhancement Progrgmageshb

State Wildlife, Habitat Grant Applications Due April 7

The Fish and Boat and Game Commissions issued a renimslareek thattate Wildlife
Grantsare due on April 7 to help address conservation needsgiespiniority conservation
projects for endangered, threatened and at-risk species.

In 2005, the two agencies awarded more than $1.14 milliorate 8tildlife Grants
funding. Since 2001, Pennsylvania has received $11.9 million thtbiggprogram.

For more information, visit thetate Wildlife Grants webpage

Visit the Professional Services DirectoapdEvents Calendar



http://www.pgc.state.pa.us/crep/site/default.asp
http://www.pgc.state.pa.us/pgc/cwp/browse.asp?a=496&bc=0&c=70008
http://www.pgc.state.pa.us/pgc/cwp/browse.asp?a=496&bc=0&c=70008
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/pages/professionalservices
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/events/?varQueryType=Calendar
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Schuylkill Watershed Congress “Rain, Snow or Shine” March 4 &

The 2006 Schuylkill River Watershed Congresifl be held at Montgomery County
Community College March 4 and 5.

The keynote speaker for the Congress will be Dr. Dougefug&ixecutive Director
of the Fish and Boat Commission.

The agenda for the Congress again includes lots of helgfsentations on topics
ranging from invasive and native species, watershed rastgratatershed group
organizational development, POWR’s water data systarian buffers, dam removal,
agricultural controls and case studies of successfidralzd projects.

The March 5 session will feature watershed tours tdktweocacy Hill Recreation
Area, West Bullfrong Creek Riparian Buffer and the NoArboretum’s wetlands.

The Schuylkill Watershed Congrefsorganized by thBelaware Riverkeepeand
supported by more than 40 nonprofit, government and businessested in watershed
protection and restoration.

Celebrating the Headwaters Program, Coudersport April 20

The Western Pennsylvania Watershed Program is sponsor a plingeam on April 20 at
the Potato City Inn in Coudersport entitled, “Celebrathregleadwaters.”

Dr. David Allan, from the Natural Resource Departméeniliahigan State
University will be the featured speaker with a presentatio “What you Need to Know
About Streams.”

Dr. Allan is a renowned stream expert and co-authtite book, Streams their
Ecology and Life and his research interests centéh@mfluence of human activities on
the condition of rivers and their watersheds.

Sponsors of the event include Penn State Cooperativadiose The Western
Pennsylvania Watershed Program, Potter County Conseriistict, Clearwater
Conservancy, and the Bucktail, Kettle Creek, Genesamyigwant, Upper Allegheny,
and Spring Creek Watershed Associations.

This is an excellent opportunity for fishing sportsmen, vgdied association
members, and landowners with streams to improve thedengtanding of streams.

There is limited seating for this event and registrais required. Contact Jim
Clark, Penn State Cooperative Extension Office in McKeaunty at 814-887-5613 or
send email toac20 @psu.edu

Montgomery Senior Environment Corps Highlights Water Education Rograms

Montgomery County Senior Environment Corps
volunteers, in cooperation with the North Penn Water
Authority, recently conducted eight Nonpoint Source
Pollution/Source Water Protection education sessions for
youth and adult organizations.

Using PowerPoint slides, th&viroScapesurface
water simulator, enVision groundwater simulator and
simple experiments to demonstrate causes, effects, and



http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/Schuylkill_Watershed_Congress.htm
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/Schuylkill_Watershed_Congress.htm
http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/
mailto:jac20@psu.edu
http://www.enviroscapes.com/
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solutions to non-point source pollution, the sessiondoeq the ways everyone can
protect and conserve water.

The program gave the over 126 attendees a firm understasfciog-point source
pollution, water conservation, the earth's water sypgpé/water cycle, watersheds, surface
water principles, benefits of clean water and defilaht the attendee can do to help
reduce pollution and conserve resources.

Montgomery County Senior Environment Corps volunteers @siducted two
streamside Water Quality Monitoring Testing and Macroirel@gte Identification
education sessions for Junior Girl Scouts, Brownies aid parents at the Hatfield
Township Scout cabin facility.

The program gave the attendees hands-on experienceamiaasr related
environmental activities and provided a look at the impantpoint source pollution and
point source pollution has on their environment. hfogiced the non-point source
pollution and water conservation presentation and gavattbndees a better
understanding of a watershed and why it is important to giribte

Volunteers view these educational programs as a waydamrthe public about
the importance of water as a valuable resource thainipineeds to be protected, but also
conserved for use by future generations.

They feel that their programs make people aware ofékd to look at water as a
natural resource, not something that comes out offdnget when they want it. And, that
if that resource is not protected and conserved, thillrbe devastating impacts to this and
future generations.

The Montgomery County Senior Environment Corps is a paatstatewide
program created byEP’s Citizens’ Volunteer Monitoring Prograamd the
Environmental Alliance for Senior Involvement.

The PaSEC uses standardized protocols to assess phytsgcaical, and biological
indicators in streams. This data can be used as ansugdeol to determine where further
study is needed and the success or failure of restordtmtse

The data is housed in a database that includes an opg@oent with fields for a
limited number of parameters and can be used by othemteelumonitoring groups not
following the PaSEC's standardized protocols.

For more information on the PA Senior Environment Corss, the
Environmental Alliance for Senior Involvement webpage

Grants Help Expand Dirt and Gravel Road Maintenance Program

The Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studamounced the receipt of two grants that will
help expand its environmentally sensitive road maintengrazgices program designed to
reduce sediment and nutrient runoff from dirt and gravedis.

The first project will focus on preventing sedimend aatrient pollution from farm
lanes and field access roads in the Kishacoquillas Ww¥¥atershed in Mifflin County.
Under a three-year $430,000 grant, the Center will partrirtiag Mifflin County
Conservation District to develop and implement custethinaintenance plans for private
farming operations.

The second project, funded by a $118,000 grant from Chesapeak®mBenission
and the Department of Environmental Protection, willduar field evaluations of several



http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermgt/wc/subjects/cvmp/default.htm
http://easi.org/modules.php?op=modload&name=PagEd&file=index&topic_id=1&page_id=47
http://www.mri.psu.edu/centers/cdgrs/news/news.html
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dirt and gravel road maintenance practices like roadnfaesng, shallow cross pipe
installations and filling road profiles.

Pennsylvania’s Dirt and Gravel Road Program has compdetsdl,500 road
maintenance improvement projects in the past eighsysat worked with 65 county
conservation districts and more than 500 municipalities.

For more information on training opportunities, funding technical assistance,
visit theCenter for Dirt and Gravel Road website

Soil Maps Available Online for 57 PA Counties

TheNational Cooperative Soil Survayith USDA-Natural Resources Conservation
Service has made soil survey maps available online, imgusli of Pennsylvania 67
counties.

Visitors can go to the Web Soil Survey and follow éheasy steps to generate soill
maps, tables, and reports that can be printed or sa\RidFasles.

For more information, visit thelational Cooperative Soil Survey website

Montgomery County Conservation District Receives Grant for BMPs

Montgomery County Conservation Distrigceived a $23,504 grant from the Department
of Environmental Protection to demonstrate best managemactices on Little
Neshaminy Creek.

Joining in the grant presentation was Sen. GreenleBMdRgomery).

The conservation district will partner with Mary, Nhet of the Redeemer Church
and School; Saint Francis Ecology Council; and@b&ware Riverkeeper Netwark

This project will re-establish hydrology, plantings anddtion of an existing
wetland; enhance the size and quality of a ripariarebiy removing invasive and
planting indigenous species of plants; retrofit an egsstormwater detention basin;
educate parishioners, school faculty and students abopbimbisource pollution and
stormwater management; and provide outreach to targetestiipagrs, faculty, students,
township representatives and local citizens.

Agriculture Establishes Fertilizer Committee, Including Compost, Manure

The Department of Agriculture this week named membersiewdy created Fertilizer

Advisory Committee to help share information, reseamthnology and regulation of

fertilizer. The group includes representatives from canhpod organic fertilizer industry.
The committee plans to address the following key issues:

* Quality Control Initiatives - Assuring proper production, ggssing and testing of
fertilizers and their components through newly appliethows based on research and
study;

* Byproduct Fertilizers - Discussing and reviewing new byprodutitizers to ensure
safe productive use of the materials;

* New Proposed Regulation - Anticipating industry regulatiod working with elected
officials to affect positive change;

10


http://www.mri.psu.edu/centers/cdgrs/news/news.html
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* Program Improvements - Creating a web-based businesafanuiation system for
fertilizer producers, distributors and consumers; and

» Counter-terrorism — Devising protection systems to contigapotential illegal
acquisition and misuse of anhydrous ammonia and ammoniuaertbrat may be
obtained from Pennsylvania processing facilities and digtoib centers.

The committee consists of representatives of produetgpiculture, agricultural
research, turf maintenance, manufacturing and nutrienageament, and include
representatives from Ag Recycle, Inc. which produces acgami supplements, the State
Conservation Commission that deals with nutrient ganeent issues, the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council and the Department of Environmentatieetion.

For more information about the Fertilizer Advisory Quittee, contact John
Breitsman at 717-772-5215, jweitsman@state.pa.us

Homeowners Guide to Stormwater Management Now Available

The Philadelphia Water Department Office of WatersHmedsjust published a
“Homeowners Guide to Stormwater Managerhastpart of its “Clean Water-Green City”
initiative.

Homeowners can play an important role in keep stred@as by properly
maintaining vehicles, building a rain garden or installingia barrel.

This 32-page Guide has tips on environment-friendly vehiclaterance, lawn
and garden care, pet waste, vehicle washing, tree plactingg for backyard streams,
winter de-icing, container gardens, rain barrels, raideyas, creating a wildflower
meadow, dry wells and infiltration testing.

Download a copy offlomeowners Guide to Stormwater Managenognisit the
Watershed Information Center websmaintained by the Philadelphia Water Department.

Alliance for Chesapeake Bay 2006 River Sojourns Youth Art Contés

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay has announcedritsal Youth Art Contest
designed to showcase what the watershed’s rivers taestuadents.

Entires must be postmarked by April 1.

Throughout June and July 2006, the Alliance will coordinagekalong paddling
Sojourns on four of the Bay's largest tributaries —Shequehanna, Potomac, Patuxent and
James Rivers.

The winning entry will be featured as the logo for the 2006 Rdagourns and will
be used on commemorative sojourn t-shirts distributed tasoparticipants. The winner,
along with one parent or guardian, will receive a t-sind be invited on a 2 night, 3 day
paddling segment on one of the 2006 sojourns. Two runner-udsevalvarded one day
passage on a 2006 sojourn.

The art contest is open to all elementary, middle agl $ichool students.

Submissions should be made on white paper and may be ocnet@chtercolors,
acrylics, crayons, markers, colored pencils, pastetshar flat media without text.
Pictures should be colorful 8.5 x 11 inch images that dédmcspirit of the sojourn down
the major Bay'’s rivers.

11
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Entries should be sent to: Sojourn Art Contest, Alieafar the Chesapeake Bay,
3310 Market Street, Suite A, Camp Hill, PA 17011. Please inclades, address,
telephone number, school, grade, and date of birth dvettieof the submission. There is
a limit of one submission per person.

For sixteen years, the Alliance has worked with lloiwar conservation
organizations across the watershed to hold river sojahatselebrate the rich history,
culture and ecology of the rivers that make the ChesapBay unique.

This year the&susquehanna Sojouwill be held from June 14 to 22 starting in
Berwick and ending at Safe Harbor.

For more information contact: Deborah Rudy, Susquehanpar@aCoordinator,
by sending email tadrudy@acb-online.orgr calling 717-737-8622.

NASA Educator Conducts April 19 GLOBE Land Cover Workshop

ThePA NASA Educator Resource Centeitl conduct a GLOBE Land Cover Program
workshop on April 19 at the Carnegie Museum of Naturatdtly in Pittsburgh.

The workshop is sponsored by the Pennsylvania NASA Space Goasbrtium.

The day’s activities will include hands-on, inquiry basetlvities with the
GLOBE Land Cover program, conducted by NASA-trained present® special mid-day
focus is on the completion of the Lewis & Clark Connmoeative Voyage, 2003-2006.
The new education component of the PRSCT Lewis & Glaafssite will be introduced,
and land cover in the region will be compared, using 1803 and&00@mparison points.

The workshop includes a guided tour of Carnegie Museum tfrdldHistory’s
display of animals which exemplify those noted injthenals of Lewis and Clark.

All participants will receive a copy of the color paspeiblished by the Museum
that covers the geology of the Lewis and Clark Trabheautiful detail.

All teachers will receive GLOBE supplies along withated NASA resources
including: Sun-Earth Day “Eclipse in a Different Lightaterials. (Sun-Earth Day 2006 is
March 29) Early registration is recommended since sgalimited. There is a $20
registration fee.

To register, contact program coordinator Jane Konradratad @pitt.edwr call
412-648-7315; fax 412-648-7081.

TreeVitalize Display at Philadelphia Flower Show Highlights MNtive Trees

“Plant a Native Tree!” is the theme for thezeVitalizeexhibit at the Philadelphia Flower
Show, March 5-12.

The 500-square-foot TreeVitalize exhibit will feature dematistns on how to
plant, prune and water trees. Visitors will also hdaeedpportunity to receive seed packets
containing Northern Red Oak acorns that were gatheredlbgteers in Pennsylvania’s
forests and packaged by the Pennsylvania Conservation Cor@ih&'®Penn Nursery
near State College.

Because native trees are well suited to the regiey,dbn’'t have to be watered as
much. They are also naturally more resistant to desqeests, and physiological disorders,
and are an integral part of the larger biological comtyynoviding food and shelter for
insects and wildlife.
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TreeVitalize recommends planting one of 10 recommendideertaees in
southeastern Pennsylvania—

Serviceberry, Amelanchier laevis (Small tree with showy white eagying flower and
edible berries)American Hornbeam, Carpinus caroliniana (Small tree with a smooth,
sculpted, muscular appearing trunBlygar Maple, Acer saccharum (Excellent ornamental
tree for large open area8lack gum, Nyssa sylvatica (Medium-sized tree with brilliant
red autumn foliage)\orthern Red Oak, Quercus rubra (Large shade tree that produces
acorns enjoyed by wildlifeRiver Birch, Betula nigra (Rapid grower with attractive light-
colored peeling bark)Vhite Oak, Quercus alba (Large shade tree that produces choice
acorns for wildlife);American Beech Fagus grandifolia (Handsome medium-sized tree
with smooth gray barkEastern Redbud Cercis Canadensis (Small tree with bright rose-
colored flowers in early spring); dulip Poplar, Liriodendron tulipifera (Large tree —
tallest of the eastern hardwoods — and rapid grower).

TreeVitalize partners include the Pennsylvania HorticultBoziety, the
Department of Environmental Protection, Aqua Pennsylvaniaaddighia Eagles, PECO,
U.S. Forest Service, Pennsylvania Horticultural SocMtyris Arboretum, William Penn
Foundation, Pennsylvania Landscape and Nursery AssociBeon, State Cooperative
Extension, Fairmount Park Commission, and county acal povernments.

For more information, visit théreeVitalize website

Pennsylvania State Parks: The Canvas of the Commonwealth Mar&h12

The artistic and natural beauty of Pennsylvania's state wdtlke featured in five
vignettes at the Pennsylvania Garden Expo's "Art in trel€h" at the Farm Show
complex in Harrisburg, March 9-12.

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources'-S¢i@0@e-foot exhibit
will include art work by Nancy Mendes, featuring five stpairks, including Ricketts Glen
in the northeast part of the state, Hickory Run inRbeonos, Black Moshannon in the
north central Pennsylvania Wilds region, Presque Isle dlenghores of Lake Erie, and
Jennings Environmental Education Center in Butler County.

Also highlighted in the exhibit, "Pennsylvania State Parks: Canvas of the
Commonwealth," co-sponsored by the Pennsylvania Parks aest&&oundation, will be
the many species of native plants that can be fouttitienvironments at each of the five
featured state parks.

Visitors can walk a boardwalk through the exhibit and rdadianative plants in
information provided by the Pennsylvania Parks and Forestglgbon, Game
Commission, Fish and Boat Commission, Audubon Pennsylasdidghe Alliance for the
Chesapeake Bay.

Children will be able to color in coloring books thattigre the five state parks,
with Crayons donated by Binney & Smith in Easton.

Online reservations for an overnight stay at a Statk &e also available at
www.VisitPAparks.com
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EPA Calls On Industry to Reduce Chemical Use

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency unveiledMh&onal Challenge Commitment
for Priority Chemicalsa collaborative initiative to shrink industrial use3dfpriority
chemicals.

The challenge commitment seeks a 10 percent decreaseusetioé one or more of
the chemicals over three years at government and maldatilities throughout the
country.

The national challenge is sponsored by two EPA progrdmrag\ational
Partnership for Environmental Priorities and the Nati@mvironmental Performance
Track. Becoming an environmental priorities partner andementing the challenge
commitment can be the first step for companies totmecfull Performance Track
members.

The National Partnership for Environmental Prioriteea voluntary program that
encourages government and private industry to reduce tlg pserity chemicals in
products and waste. Priority chemicals are chemibatsare persistent in the
environment, accumulate in living organisms, and toxic daséd.

Since 2002, environmental priorities partners have removed than 800,000
pounds of priority chemicals from the environment and hawentitments to remove an
additional 2 million pounds.

An earlier program offered by EPA with a goal of reduchmgyise ofl7 target
chemicals by 50 perceresulted in the reduction of the target chemicals by 806
million pounds from 1988 to 1996, and a year earlier than pemject

Performance Track is a voluntary program that recograsiities for their
commitment to effective environmental management, sestaecord of compliance,
commitment to measurable goals, and transparency foutiie. Performance Track
members set goals in different categories, includinggnad use, energy use, or air
emissions.

For more information, visit thelational Challenge Commitment for Priority
Chemicalsand theNational Partnership for Environmental Prioritiwebpages.

EPA Seeks Public Comment on U.S. Greenhouse Gas Inventory

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is seeking pubhengent on a draft report
that analyzes the sources of greenhouse gas emissions.

The report, Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks:-2Q®40"
will be open for comment for 30 days.

EPA prepared the annual report in collaboration with eéggsym multiple federal
agencies. The major finding in the draft report is thadrall emissions during 2004
increased by 1.7 percent from the previous year. This semas due primarily to an
increase in carbon dioxide emissions associated wittahgeklectricity consumption.

Total emissions of the six main greenhouse gases in 2004eweiralent to 7,075
million metric tons of carbon dioxide. These gasetude carbon dioxide, methane,
nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, and shéixafluoride. Fossil fuel
combustion was the largest source of emissions, atinguor 80 percent of the total.
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Overall, emissions have grown by 15.8 percent from 1990 to 200k, the U.S.
economy has grown by 51 percent over the same period.

After responding to public comments, the United Statesswidmit the final
inventory report to the Secretariat of the United NatBranework Convention on
Climate Change, fulfilling its annual requirement as aygarthe international treaty on
climate change. The treaty, ratified by the UnitedeStat 1992, sets an overall
framework for intergovernmental efforts to tackle thaltenge posed by climate change.

For more information, visit th&reenhouse Gas Emissions webpage

EPA Scientists Share Innovations with Public and Business

More than 130 scientific patents of technologies thaefiiethe environment can now be
viewed at the new U.S. Environmental Protection AgelrayhMatch website

Under the Federal Technology Transfer Act of 1986, goverhagancies may
patent and license inventions, which assist new ideasgowernment laboratories to
enter the marketplace. Entrepreneurs can view and éideP8 technologies to develop
new products that offer both environmental protection andauo@ growth.

For example, EPA's National Vehicle and Fuel Emissiai®ratory in Ann
Arbor, Mich., has patented several inventions related boidhynotor vehicles, that could
result in greater fuel mileage in new vehicles marufad in the U.S.

TechMatch includes third-party independent analyses afdahemercial potential
of the technologies, information on in-house reseand links to the full U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office description of each patent. Technodaotipat have been assessed to
have particularly high market potential are also feature

TechMatch was developed by EPA in coordination with tlestWirginia High
Technology Consortium Foundation.

For more information, visit th€echMatch website

Outdoor Lighting Workshop for Municipal Planners March 28

ThePennsylvania Outdoor Lighting Counaihd Department of Environmental Protection
are sponsoring a workshop entitled, " Outdoor Lighting:nitag Issues for
Municipalities" on March 28.

The program will help define good and bad outdoor lighting, sheing
equipment to help reduce glare and light pollution, angigectools for communities to
protect themselves against irresponsible lighting practi¢éere will also be an important
discussion on the elements of an effective lightirdimance and the process of getting
such an ordinance enacted and enforced.

The workshop will start at 7 p.m. and is being held enWpper Merion Township
Building, 175 West Valley Forge Road in King of Prussia, Momery County.

Although the program will focus mainly on the needs ahiaipal officials, it is
open to interested members of the general public as well.

To register, contact Jim McTish at 484-250-5180 or by sendind tomai
jmctish@state.pa.war visit thePennsylvania Outdoor Lighting Council webdoe more
information.
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Pennsylvania Land Conservation Conference April 28-29

The 2006 Pennsylvania Land Conservation Conferavitlde held April 28-29 in State
College.

Stephen J. Small, a leading authority on private land g@rote will provide the
keynote address on Friday evening with a message focusingipriomacurrent and
national issues impacting conservation.

Be sure to look for specialized session tracks on: Cealsen Easements,
Conservation Planning, Fundraising, Stewardship and Farmlasdrivation.

For more information, visit th2006 Pennsylvania Land Conservation Conference

webpage

PA Environmental Professionals Annual Conference May 17-19

ThePennsylvania Association of Environmental
Professionalwill hold their annual conference on May 17-

19 in State College and the theme this yeaCiséer
1 Development for Pennsylvania’s Environmental
Professional$.

mr The conference features tracks for: Career
: ﬂ;fﬁ{@gi o Development, Regulatory Updates, Pollution
Porviyhonios Enorents Prolessincs Prevention/Energy Efficiency, and Endangered Species.

The Conference Keynote Speaker will be Edwin Pineresi@ent Bush's Federal
Environmental Executive and the former Deputy for PolluBo@vention and Compliance
Assistance for the Department of Environmental Protection

A new feature of this year’s program will be "Travelingpf#kshops" that include
site visits to the 1-99 Acid Rock Drainage Remediatiae,Si first hand look at the cutting
edge stormwater BMPs in place at Penn State's netwN&LCenter, and a tour of the Penn
State Nuclear Research Reactor.

For more information, visit theAEP 2006 Conference webpage

Driving Down the Cost of Green Buildings Workshop April 4

The Green Building Alliancas sponsoring a workshop on driving down the cost of
constructing green buildings in Pittsburgh on April 4.

The workshop will provide building industry professionalghwthe skills, tools and
the knowledge needed to successfully deliver projects thdiecaertified under the LEED
green building standards.

Download a brochure on the workshop

Stewardship for Home, Farm, Business, and Community Worksop April 8

The Center for Environmental Sciences at Millersville Unitgrwill host a
“Environmental Stewardship for Home, Farm, Business andn@amty” workshop on
April 8 on its campus near Lancaster.
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This workshop is designed to provide practical informationitithviduals and
communities can use to become better environmental stewWdnelgoals are to emphasize
the positive aspects of good environmental stewardship andlpraliparticipants with
information that they can use in their homes, fatmsjnesses, schools, and within their
communities.

A concurrent environmental program for children (K-6) el available based on
the numbers and grade levels of those who plan to attend.

The workshop is also sponsored by PPL Corporation ipe@bion with the
Lancaster County Conservation DistriahdKeep Lancaster Beautiful

The deadline for registration is April 3.

Information and registration forms are availabl@l@tersville University Center
for Environmental Studies website

Southeast PA Regional Environmental Advisory Council Workshop Marb 11

Environmental Advisory Council members from SoutheastRAInvited to a special
regional conference in Bryn Mawr on March 11.

The conference is co-sponsored by the Department fefeation and Natural
Resources and the William Penn Foundation.

The agenda includes sessions on financing stormwater nma@agplans and
projects, regional updates by DCNR and DEP staff, batthmgsive species, stormwater
facility retrofits and conserving the PA Highlands.

For more informationdownload the conference brochuorego to theEAC
Network website

DEP to Hold Flood Protection Workshop March 28-30

The Department of Environmental Protection is spongaiflood Protection Workshop
to be held at theernwood Hotel and Resari the Poconos on March 28- 30.

The workshop will focus on lessons learned from the datrag levee failures that
occurred in New Orleans as a result of HurricaneiKatias well as the damages that
occurred here in Pennsylvania from Hurricane Ivan.

Presentations will include hurricane and river flood foséiog by the National
Weather Service, the levee failures in New Orleans bytBe Army Corps of Engineers,
a panel on levee closure structures by operators h&eninsylvania and an impending
flood checklist by New York Department of Environmentah€ervation.

The workshop will also focus on operation and maintemassiies such as concrete
repair and vegetation control. Several municipal spensdkprovide case studies of
successful flood project upgrades funded by DEP's grant program

A bus tour of the flood levee system of Stroudsburg and &estidsburg is
planned followed by a recognition dinner. Vendors of flpaatection related materials
from flap gates to boom mowers have been invited to sdispfays during the workshop.

The annual workshop provides a great opportunity for munisgpahsors of flood
protection projects to receive training, share informatimhlaarn the about the latest
levee safety issues.
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For more information, contact Ray Zomok at 717-787-7433 af sgmail to
rzomok@state.pa.us

2006 Shades of Green Awards for Green Design Now Being Accegt

The Green Building Alliance is now accepting applicatifor the2006 Shades of Green
Awardsthrough March 28.

The Shades of Green Leadership Awards are designed to highkgefforts of
distictive persons in Westen Pennsylvania who have toited to the region's
environmental transformation through green leadership witieiduilt environment.

The awards are not for individual "brick and mortar" ectg, but for the people
driving programs, policies initiatives and/or efforts thed leading our region towards a
"greener" economy.

For more information and an application, visit #i6 Shades of Green Awards

webpage

First Ever Southeast Regional Stormwater BMP Award Nomination®ue April 17

The Stormwater BMP Recognition Prograsiseeking nominations for its 2006 awards
program to recognize innovative stormwater managementiz@smgement practices in
Southeastern PA.

Nominations are due April 17.

Project like rain gardens, green roofs, infiltration le&atreatment wetlands and
other stormwater management systems based on naturetebiggts will be recognized
in Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphiaties.

The program was created by the Office of WatershedseRlplaia Water
Department, Delaware Valley Green Building Council, kmmery County Conservation
District, DEP, Pennsylvania Environmental Council and tHenva urban Stormwater
Management Partnership.

For details and an application, visit thesrmwater BMP Recognition Program
webpageor contact Tiffany Ledesma Groll @lfany.ledesma@phila.gowr call 215-499-
3756.

Link: Homeowners Guide to Stormwater Management

National Conservation Partnership, Environmental Ed. Award Nomirations Due

International Paper and The Conservation Fund will provat®nal recognition and
$10,000 cash grants to two conservation/environmental edutediders at an awards
ceremony in Washington, D.C., this summer.

Award nominations are being accepted through April 17.

Thelnternational Paper Conservation Partnership Awiarits 18th year, is
presented annually to an individual who has achieved sigmifresults in the protection
of habitat through a cooperative relationship with a busioesempany.
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By demonstrating that a healthy environment and a heattryoeny are not
mutually exclusive, this person leads in a conservatifomtdfenefiting the environment
and encourages others to form similarly productive allianagsbusinesses.

Nominees must have achieved significant results iptbeection of terrestrial or
wetland habitats in the United States and demonstratgub#iteve value of cooperative
partnerships between business and the conservation cotymuni

Last year's 2005 IP Conservation Partnership Award wekiitoHutchinson.
Since 1997, Alan has led the Forest Society of Mairmatéal in Bangor, Maine, in the
development of conservation projects protecting nearly 400€@8 af the state's forests.
His ability to bring diverse interests together ineetsense of partnership to achieve
conservation goals is having a lasting impact.

Thelnternational Paper Environmental Education Awandts 12th year, is
presented annually to an educator who has developed antineaaproach to
environmental education that significantly improves studentprehension of
environmental issues, fosters an understanding of the limkeba environmental
protection and economic growth, demonstrates leadershimgideis achievement.

Potential candidates are elementary or secondarybketiacators or university
faculty or staff members.

Last year's 2005 IP Environmental Education Award went to Mdwn. Through
his leadership at Redmond High School in Duvall, Wadlke established an
interdisciplinary study program for 10th and 11th grade stugmfsrming at low levels.
The unique program, now known as Pathfinder, provides meaniegfunithg experiences
for students with learning disabilities. Under Mike's leakligrsgraduation rates of
pathfinder students doubled from previous rates.

For more information, visit thenline Award Nominations webpage

Call for Nominations — Northeast Environmental Partners Awards

The Northeast Environmental Partners are now accepbongnations for the Sixteenth
Annual Environmental Partnership Awards and the Twelfth Ahfbamas P. Shelburne
Environmental Leadership Award.

The deadline for nominations is June 15.

The Awards, sponsored by Pennsylvania Environmental Councitthéast
Office, Wilkes University, NEPA Alliance, PPL, Proc&rGamble Paper Products
Company and the departments of Environmental Protection amse@sation and Natural
Resources, annually recognize the achievements of indisiduarganizations that,
through partnerships, have achieved excellence in environihpeotection or
conservation in NEPA.

The Awards are open to any group, individual, company, progranrganization
whose work has had a positive impact on the environmexbritheastern Pennsylvania’s
following counties; Bradford, Carbon, Lackawanna, Luzektenroe, Pike, Schuyilkill,
Sullivan, Susquehanna, Wayne and Wyoming.

The Thomas P. Shelburne Environmental Leadership Awandts twelfth year
and recognizes an individual who stands out for his ololngrterm commitment to
environmental quality through inspirational leadership, dedicatnd commitment to
partnering.
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Over the years, the program has honored individualgengs involved in
agriculture, forestry, business, industry, educationnseieenvironmental awareness,
community service, and government, among others.

Visit the 2006 Environmental Partnership Awards webptagdownload a
nomination form or contact the Northeast Pennsylvaniar&nmental Council office at
570-718-6507 for more information.

Reminder - 2006 Western Pennsylvania Environmental Awards

There’s still time to send in nominations for the VéestPennsylvania Environmental
Awards Program sponsored by thennsylvania Environmental CounandDominion

Nominations must be submitted by March 17.

Community groups, schools, volunteers, businesses, gogatruofiicials, projects,
organizations, individuals, or programs are eligiblestteive a Western Pennsylvania
Environmental Award for their efforts to enhance the emvivent of western
Pennsylvania. A total of five awards will be presentedhénareas of Community (which
includes a variety of eligible nominees), Education, andrigss.

In honor of each awardee, the sponsors will make a $0@@tion to a nonprofit
organization of the awardee’s choice that provides envieoitethbenefits to western
Pennsylvania.

Nomination forms are available by calling the Pennsylvaniar&nmental Council
at 412-481-9400 or emailiregvards @pecwest.org

For more information on awards dinner, visit thay 25 Dinner webpage

Youth Hunter Essay Contest Winners Honored by Game Commission

James W. Oswald, of Sinking Springs, Berks
County, is headed for summer school and, unlike
most youngsters facing that task, he just can't wa
to get started.

Oswald, 14, is the grand prize winner of th
junior division (ages 12-15) of the Pennsylvania
Game Commission's 2005 Youth Hunter Educatig
Essay Contest.

As the top entry in the junior division,
Oswald was awarded a scholarship to the Safari
Club International's Apprentice Hunter Camp at the
Indianhead Ranch in Del Rio, Texas. Safari Club james w. Oswald (center), (frc
International Region 25 (Pa. chapters) donated thelett to right): Carl G. Roe, Game
grand prize. Commission executive director;

First prize honors in the junior division, Philip Luckenbaugh, Game
went to Matthew R. Martin, 15, of New Holland, = Commission Hunter-Trapper
Lancaster County. He will receive a .50 caliber ~ Education Division; Oswald; Craig
Traditions muzzleloading rifle. Kauffman, Safari Club _

Finishing second through fourth place in the!ntérnational; and John J. Riley,
junior division were: Zachary T. Zatko, 13, Lower Board of Game Commissioners.
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Burrell, Westmoreland County; Andrew M. Straw, 15, Curwéles Clearfield County;
and Jared I. Smith, 15, Rome, Bradford County.

Due to an insufficient number of entries in the sedigision (ages 16-18), prizes
were awarded for first through third this year.

Jeremy D. Horning, 17, Denver, Lancaster County, wa8rdterize winner of the
senior division. He also will receive a .50 caliber Tiiads muzzleloading rifle.

Finishing in second and third places in the senior divigiere: Ronald J.
Brynarsky lll, 16, Ephrata, Lancaster County; and Jli&/avreck, 16, Erie, Erie County.

The theme for the 2005 contest was: "How | support wildlifeservation."

Prizes in both divisions include: second place, SighBsct2 binoculars; third
place, "Successful Hunting" KP book set; and fourth plBoek Knives limited edition
knife.

First through fourth place prizes were donated by: Traditi®ightron, KP Books
and Buck Knives, respectively.

Every contest entrant received a Game Commission KMWpiT ogether for
Wildlife" embroidered patch. Winners were recognized a@tJmuary meeting of the
Board of Game Commissioners in Harrisburg.

The Essay Contest is open to youngsters who are Pennsyteaitients, have
successfully completed a hunter-trapper education coudspamsess a current hunting or
furtaking license.

Watch for details for the 2006 Essay Contest oritheme Commission website

Online Peregrine Falcon Cam Goes Live March 6

The online webcam showing theregrine falcon nest

on the Rachel Carson Building in Harrisburg will go

live on March 6. And what viewers may see is

competition between the falcons and a large red-tailed

~ hawk for the same home territory.

“The falcons have become a regular feature of
. the Harrisburg skyline and FalconCam has become an

- annual tradition for millions of online viewers each

year,” DEP Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty said.

“Last year’s season was in jeopardy when the
female falcon lost her longtime mate after an injdtynew mate showed up, surprising
viewers and bird watchers, and three young falcons hatobedthe nest,” McGinty said.
“This year’s scenario should be just as fascinatingp@$emale fights off the intruder to
maintain her turf. The live Webcam gives viewers atfrow seat to all of the action as it
unfolds.”

A redtail hawk, presumed to be a female due to its large Is&s claimed a park at
the Capitol Complex as its prime hunting ground. Thisalerhawk has been spotted atop
the Education Building at 333 Market St., a spot often usedperch by the peregrine
female. Earlier this year, the female peregrine sai tite adjacent church steeple, and the
two exchanged some vocal threats.

Peregrine falcons are very territorial and will aggredgigefend the airspace near
their nests. Their range is about 30 miles with thest in the center of their range. They
do not like other falcons within 3 miles of their nest diights to the death are not
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uncommon, but more typically falcons will fly in sualway as to display superiority and
steer a challenger away from the nest’s “no-fly zone.”

Based on last year’s timing, the female Peregrine iedtmuld begin to lay eggs
sometime this month. Last year, the first of thrggsewas laid March 25. The eggs began
hatching on May 3 and the young falcons began to fledge, othiaikdirst flight, in June.

This year, visitors to the homepage can choose whichafothey prefer to view
the live video stream --- Windows Media for broadbandvers and a dial-up version in
Real Player. The addition of Windows Media should imprasgess to the site in times of
high traffic.

The live video of the falcons will continue through timel ®f June.

For more information and to sign up for email alertswalactivities surrounding
the falcon nest, visit theeregrine Falcon webpage

Barn Owl Conservation Initiative Extends to Southwest PA

The Game Commission is expandingBtsn OwlConservation
Initiative into its Southwest Region by seeking informatabout
active and historic barn owl nest sites.

The primary objective of this program is to locate and
monitor barn owl nest sites and distribute nest btx@#erested
landowners with suitable habitat to help reverse the popualati
decline of this species.

Barn owls are medium-sized owls with a white face
surrounded by a heart-shaped border. They typically haveta w
belly and a darker, tawny back. In Pennsylvania, barn owls
primarily are associated with open grasslands such as meado
hayfields, and fallow croplands. Open grassland habitgsesngial
for barn owls because meadow voles, which make up aboutr@@npef their diet, are
their primary food.

Barn owls also eat other rodents such as mice, radsstaews. In rare instances,
when rodents are locally rare, barn owls may ocoadlptake small birds, such as
starlings and red-winged blackbirds, that roost in open haldlBatause a typical family of
barn owls will eat about 3,000 rodents over the courskeolbreeding and nesting season,
barn owls are exceptionally valuable to farmers.

As their name implies, barn owls commonly nest inures such as barns, silos
and abandoned buildings. Barn owls will also nest innaatavities such as holes in trees,
rock crevices, and even burrows in riverbanks.

To determine if you have a barn owl on your property, lodbairns, silos,
abandoned buildings and below possible roost sites for regedygavl pellets, which are
dense pellets of undigested fur and bone about one to ¢westong. Also, after dark,
listen for long hissing shrieks, which are very différieam the typical "hoots" of most
owls.

The Game Commission is specifically looking for imf@tion about barn owl
activity in Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Cambria, RégeGreene, Indiana, Somerset,
Washington or Westmoreland counties, but welcome infoamdbir other counties as
well."
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If you have barn owls nesting on your property or would tilkknow how you can
help conserve Pennsylvania's barn owls, contact Tamnty &nlthwest Region Wildlife
Diversity Biologists at 724-238-9523 or by mail to 4820 Route 7bliy&, PA 15923.

NewsClip: Game Commission Sets In as Barn Owls Dwindle

See & Hear

Environmental Advisory Councils, Helping Communities Find $lutions

Environmental Advisory Councilare helping over a

e Y
- ﬁh ' gl! hundred communities in Pennsylvania find solutions to
.l environmental problems.
The EAC Councils are typically a group of interested citizens
Network appointed by local elected officials to advise them on the

fpiegRctelihg ennsyiiants protection, conservation, management and promotion and

LauGEH use of natural resources.
Municipalities form Councils under a specific law—
Act 148 of 1973.

What do Councils do? Find out by going to the spéotel Network websiteand
listen to Council members tell you about projects inrtbemmunities.

You can also find out how to form an EAC, the resosievailable to help you
become an active member and how to join the EAC Nétwistserv to connect you to
others with similar interests.

The EAC Network is a project of thignnsylvania Environmental Counand the
website is produced by thgreenTreks Network, Inc

Special Event:Southeast PA Regional EAC Conference March 11

Feature

Watershed Groups in Rural Pennsylvania Have Gone Mainstream
By Lara Lutz
Chesapeake Bay Journal

Local watershed organizations are influencing
community dynamics—and the nature of
environmental stewardship—in rural Pennsylvania,
according to a research team at Pennsylvania State
University.

The Center for Rural Pennsylvania
commissioned the study of rural watershed
organizations, which drew on 27 in-depth interviews
and questionnaires completed by 172 watershed
organizations across the state.

“We got into this because we realized that

Susquehanna Rive community watershed organizations were really
at Williamsport
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proliferating across the state.” said faculty memberrasearcher Frank Higdo. “There are
literally hundreds of them, and we didn’t know that mabbut them.”

The study found that the role of watershed groups reaahgxht) the stream
corridors. By working with conservation districts andging new partnerships, the
organizations not only support water resources, but contyndevelopment as a whole.

In preparation for the study, researchers identified 580 comywatershed
organizations in rural Pennsylvania. They examined a sub#®t organizations to better
understand the characteristics, partnerships and tleedabat help them to be effective in
the local context.

Researchers found great diversity, but also a numbe&moion threads.

Watershed groups in rural Pennsylvania vary widely in orgaoradtage. Forty-
four percent formed within the last 10 years, with mbent100 using grants from the
state’s Growing Greener program. But nearly 25 percgntdd before 1980.

Water quality concerns were a leading cause for the gréupsation. But a
number of concerns ranked fairly equal as secondarysaunstiding environmental
education, habitat, recreation, land use planning, mining ispagticultural impacts and
water supply.

Sportsmen were often among the organizations’ founders.

“Hunting and fishing groups, like Turkeys Unlimited and Troutikited, were
often the catalyst for getting these groups started. gbeto talking among themselves
and established a common interest,” said faculty meib#yn Brasier, who also
collaborated on the study.

Researchers also found that watershed organizationsairPemnsylvania have
gone mainstream, in what they describe as a notable iisisiftategic thinking.”

“These groups actively distance themselves from theardional image of
environmental activism,” said Richard Stedman, also a meatlitbe facultly and research
team. “They don’t want to be seen as radicals offrifge of their communities.”

The relatively smaller size of rural communities makespecially difficult to be
productive through a confrontational or divisive approach.

Instead, groups build support through community education amts{manprojects
that show positive results for their watersheds. Naise community awareness through
letter-writing campaigns, public meetings and media int&rsi They focus on voluntary
conservation practices and changing attitudes through enviréalreelncation with
citizens and students.

They avoid politics, and spend relatively less time gyminfluence regulations
and policy. Only two mentioned using litigation.

In the words of one study participant, today’s watersbaddrs are “active
environmentalists,” rather than environmental activists.

This approach allows the organizations to maintain oglatiips with diverse
groups and act as legitimate facilitators on public issues.

“But they aren’t shrinking violets,” Brasier said. Watleed organizations work
closely with local, regional and state agencies to addseoblems. When they find
regulatory violations, they report them.

“They are also vocal in talking to legislators, anelytspeak out at DEP
(Department of Environmental Protection) meetings. Thaydstup for what they believe
in, but in multiple ways—not just with bulldozers andkfs,” Brasier said.
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Many local watershed organizations also affect themroanities in ways that
reach beyond environmental concerns. By working weh witizens and local
governments, they create positive relationships and arietf people who want to be
active in their communities. This network can be esflgeffective in rural settings,
where one strong network can influence multiple aspeicthe community.

“Community watershed organizations can have a varieimpdcts within a
community beyond water quality. They also contributieéalership development and
awareness of other issues like land use and how the cotyratlrits together,” Brasier
said.

In several cases, watershed organizations have spaviodd &f address public
health and recreation issues.

“I've been struck by the number of people who, becauskeeaf interests and
learning through the watershed organizations, have sougiookghops on their own and
started teaching other people. One in particular stagtedihg about mine drainage and
ended up going to Australia to give a presentation,” Braaidr s

The study also showed that education was one of thet“wigible and oft-cited”
roles for community watershed groups. They offer a $tiglivision of environmental
quality” that taps both the ecological and social sigaiice of local waterways. Along
with presentations for adult community groups, watersingdrozations work closely with
local schools on curriculum and field studies.

“Watershed organizations are providing teachers with ressplike watershed
models, and giving students a very hands-on experienceiofdbal resources that the
schools couldn’t offer themselves,” Brasier said.

Government programs were by far the most common funadiages for rural
watershed organizations. Growing Greener topped th&igi-four percent had applied
for Growing Greener grants, and 52 percent had received the

Most organizations weren’t familiar with private foundasand very few had
applied to them for funding. Approximately 10 percent had vedegrants from five of the
state’s best-known private funders. Only 5 percent hadeabfor funding from the
Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants Program. Tweantyement hadn’t heard of it
at all.

While the range of funding sources was narrow, therebs@adth in the number
and types of partnerships that rural watershed organizadewvelop. The majority of those
surveyed had between three and nine organizational partrerstuptly with state and
local governments, colleges and other nonprofit organizatibwenty percent reported 10
or more partnerships.

Together, they are building strong environmental coaktiat the county and
regional levels. Watershed coordinators, employed bgdhaty conservation districts,
have nurtured these networks and introduced environmental gmaps another.

“They are learning and depending on each other, with ageadnition of common
problems and common solutions and a more efficient usesofirces,” Stedman said.
“The more successful groups are the ones that are patteered.”

Definitions of success vary widely among rural wateldshganizations because
their settings and goals are different. But severalmon features emerged among the
more effective organizations—commonalties that had rectd@onnection to the size or
structure of the organizations.
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Researchers found that the more effective groups pgnclese attention to
organizational development. They develop broad-basedaag\isards and use strategic
planning to set goals and create community support.

They also form around a more comprehensive concerhdarwatershed, rather
than a single triggering event. This prevents interest fizzling out after the urgent
problem is addressed.

The more effective groups also worked with a sponsoringhizgigon for guidance
on technical issues, funding resources and organizationalogenent.

“You can't overstate the importance of the DEP andaatershed coordinators in
the conservation districts, and how they have helpesktgroups over a period of time to
achieve success,” Higdon said.

Higdon said that one of most gratifying findings of the stisdyat civic life, rather
than dying out, may be taking on a new form. In many ¢cases watershed organizations
are leading the way.

“After so many face-to-face interviews with groups aliass the state, in all the
major watersheds, it was clear just how importanewagsources are to these communities
and to their community identity,” Higdon said.

“These people have lived there for years, fished thetdhanted there, and they’ve
watched the watershed change. Watershed organizatioeadavered with help from the
state and the local conservation districts, but theygenerated locally. It's the people
themselves who are passionate about these resourcemkedhe choice to spend time
protecting them.”

Progress in Pennsylvania

Local watershed organizations in Pennsylvania play a watalin community
education as well as on-the-ground stream restoratiaecent years, local projects
supported with funds from the Growing Greener program have:

* Planted more than 188 miles of streamside buffers;

* Restored 4,200 acres of wetlands;

* Reclaimed more than 2,000 acres of abandoned mines;
* Plugged 770 abandoned oil and gas wells; and

» Supported the assessment of 153 watersheds.

Lara Lutzis a writer and editor who lives on the South Riveayo, MD.

Article reprinted with permission from thighesapeake Bay Journal, March 2006 issue.

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpaxs around the state.

Reducing Deer Herd Helping Habitat to Recover

Old Pieces of Industry May Go at Bethlehem Steel Site
CMU Center to Assist with Brownfield Work

Green Convention Center Lures Green Group

Concrete Construction Offers Energy Savings

[-95 on Fast Track to Become East’'s Hydrogen Highway
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Outdoors Group Puts Warm-Up After Hike

Gypsy Moths Return

Preservationists Name Gettysburg Among Threatened fizitte
Second Power Line Proposed Across PA

Spencer: The Sky is Falling, And It’s Filled with Mercury

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr®ennsylvania.

Upper Potomac Roundtable Conference to Highlight Watershsthfa&on

PA Stream Project Showing Signs of Success

Cherry Valley Preservation Efforts Move Forward

Editorial: Conserving, Replenishing and Protecting Our NaReaburces

Demand for Organic Food Growing Faster Than DomesticI8upp

Editorial: Creative Design Keeps Pristine Streamsi€Clea

Innovative Water, Sewer Project Grants Awarded

Flood Control Grants in Jefferson, Lackawanna, MontSamerset and Westmoreland
Drinking Water Gets a Drug Test

Bay Journal Celebrates 16 Years of Publication

Regulations

Thelndependent Regulatory Review Commissmith consider the State Conservation
Commission’s final Nutrient Management regulation shieeting on March 23.

Pennsylvania Bulletin — March 4, 2006

Comment Deadlines: Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Regulations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Department of Environmental Protectimrblished final guidancen repairing potable
water storage tanks.

Final: DEP ID: 383-2125-109. Guidance for Using the Modified MiRermit
Amendment for Repainting the Interior of a Potable \W8&terage Tank. This technical
guidance document establishes procedures for public water sysp#yns to follow if
they wish to obtain a modified minor permit amendntemepaint the interior of a potable
water storage tank.
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For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise nokedTo: PA Environment Digest

Calendar Page

DEP’s Annual schedule of board and advisory committee noeetor 2006

March 6 — DEPAIr Quality Technical Advisory Committemeeting to discuss
proposed mercury regulations. Room 105 Rachel Carson iylildilarrisburg. 9:00.
March 7 — House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee meetingawosiderHouse
Bill 2349 (Scavello-R-Monroe) imposing further restricts orwirorks displays and
House Bill 1895 Fairchild-R-Union) proposing a constitutional amendmergrovide
tax incentives for land conservation. Room 148 Main ©apiL0:00.

March 7 — CANCELLED - DEP Laboratory Accreditation Advisory Committee
meeting. Next scheduled meeting June 6.

March 9 — CANCELLED - DEP Solid Waste Advisory Committemeeting due to the
lack of agenda items from DEP. The next scheduled ngestiMay 11.

March 13 —Governor’s Renewable Agricultural Energy Council megtiRoom 105
Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.

March 13 —DEP Citizens Advisory CouncdndAir Quality Technical Advisory
Committeeto discuss proposed mercury regulation. Southcentral Radidfice, 909
Elmerton Ave. Harrisburg. 9:00.

March 14 —House Agricultural and Rural Affairs Committee meetsdnsiderSenate
Bill 940 (Waugh-R-York) further providing for the Land Trust Reimiaumgnt
Program andsenate Bill 723Wenger-R-Lancaster) providing for definitions and
legislative report under the Agricultural Area Securdty. Hearing Room 2, North
Office Building. 10:15.

March 15 —Joint Legislative Budget & Finance Committmeeting to consider
reports on Game Commission compliance with stratdgit. pHearing Room 3, North
Office Building. 10:00.

March 15 —CANCELLED - DEP Radiation Protection Advisory Committaeeting
has beemescheduled for June 15

March 16 — House Republican Policy Committee hearing on alternatieegy. Room
140 Main Capitol Building. 10:00.

March 17 — CANCELLED - DEP Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee
meeting.

March 21 — House Republican Policy Committee hearing on DEP RegulBtocess
and Economic Development. Room 140 Main Capitol. 1:00.
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* March 23 — Independent Regulatory Review Commissmeeting to consider final
Nutrient Management regulation. "LBloor Conference Room, 333 Market St.,
Harrisburg. 10:30.

* March 31— Pennsylvania State Planning Board meeting. Room 105 RackehCar
Building. 10:00.

* April 18-19 - Chamber Environmental Conference and Trade SiQamp Hill (near
Harrisburg).

* April 28-29-PA Land Conservation Conferen@tate College.

DEP Calendar of Events

Watershed Events
(courtesy PA Organizations for Watersheds & Rivers)

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesy PA Center for Environmental Education)

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

Helpful Web Links

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network Watershed Weekly

DEP Press ReleasesDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitit/e actions tA
Environment Digest- DHess@HolstonCrisci.conor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digestis edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Holston & Crisci and the public. Holston & Crisci igHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Holston & €Girall 717-234-1716.

All rights reserved.

Visit the Professional Services DirectoandEvents Calendar
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