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Did You Register Your Cleanup Event for the Great PA Cleanp?

TheKeep Pennsylvania Beautiful Allianeeants to remind
you to register your cleanup event for the third an@uaht
PA Cleanup'on April 22.

Last year, 140,000 volunteers cleaned up more than
11,000 miles of roadways, 12,000 acres of parkland and 3,500
miles of streams.

Groups that register their cleanup events through the
Great PA Cleanup website will be eligible for free dsglaf
the trash they collect at participating landfills, getupply of gloves and safety vests and
are eligible for entry into reward contests in Penvesyla and nationally to thank
volunteers and groups for their participation.

Events must be registered by no later than April 2Quilify.

For more information, visit th&reat PA Cleanup! website

Session Schedule Visit Our

Professional Services Directory
Support Your Sponsors

The House returns to session on March 6 and
Senate returns March 13, but both will be
holdingbudget hearingever the next three
weeks. Click Here to Visit Our
Professional Services Directory

On the Hill

* Onthe Senate, House Agenda

» Senate/House Bills Moving/ Introduced

* House Environmental Committee Hears Comments on Meinigsions Reduction
* DCNR Answers Questions About Proposed Budget in House Apptiopsa

Other News

» State College Water Reuse Project Wins Award for Eeging Excellence

» Call for Support to Reauthorize Federal Abandoned MirdaReation Fund

* West Branch Susquehanna Symposium Il Set for May 12

* Black Bass Workshop Set for May 5-6 at Lake Wallenpaupack

* Youth Bass Anglers Conservation School July 16-20

* Nature Conservancy Receives $2.5 Million Gift to ProtécFBrests, World Parks
» Schuylkill River Trail, Development Project Receitesd Recycling Grant


http://www.keeppabeautiful.org/index.asp
http://www.greatpacleanup.org/
http://www.greatpacleanup.org/
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/pages/professionalservices
http://www.pacapitoldigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=3545SubjectID=
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* Apply Now for Rural Volunteer Forest Firefighting Grants

» Expanded Aerial Survey Underway to Better Gauge Deer Papulanpacts

* PUC, Energy Utilities, Consumer Advocates Launch Sh&ducation Program
o Stay Warm PA Workshops Set in Cambria, Somerset Gesunti

* Cleaner School Buses Mean Healthier Kids, Grants Awdarde

» DEP Publishes Updated List of Available Emission Redud@iadits

* High Energy Bills? Savings of up to 50 Percent Starteaflthp with “Cool Roofs”
* Green Roof Design 101 Introductory Course April 6

* Free Web, CD Course Available to Help Students LearrufBgriculture

* Help Wanted: Environmental Program Specialist, SummesttiBos, More

See & Hear
» Landscaping for a Healthy Planet in Your Backyard, 8ltck or Business
* Building Green, An Online Video Guide to Saving Money, [ggeiVater

Opinion
» Afield: Habitat Restoration On the Upswingy Mark Nale

Regulations
* DEP Unveils Mercury Emission Reduction Rule in Conceptbrk Group
* PUC Alternative Energy Rules - Interconnection StasislaDefault Service

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

On the Hill

On the Senate, House Agenda

The Senate and House hearings on Gov. Rendell's 2006-07 budgesagrtook center
stage this week. Here’s the rundown...

Calendars

The House will start March 6 with this environmental billits Calendar-House Bill
2067 setting limits on state spending through a constitutian@ndment.

The Senate will start March 13 with these items oir thalendar-House Bill 213
establishing penalties for eco-terrorism; &whate Bill 106%roviding additional funding
to expand the PA Small Business Development Centers.

Committees

In the House, the Appropriations Committee will hold arimgaon the budgets for the
departments of Agriculture and Environmental Protection.


http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/events/?varQueryType=Calendar
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB2067.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB0213.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/SB1063.HTM
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In the Senate, the Appropriations Committee will haveearing with the Governor’s
Budget Secretary and on the departments of Agriculturerdrmental Protection and the
Conservation and Natural Resources.

NOTE: If you have cable, check out the schedulé’@MN TV to find when budget
hearings will be broadcast.

House Environmental Committee Hears Comments on Mercury Emgons Reduction

The House Environmental Resources and Energy Comnftiiteéek held a hearing on
the issue of adopting a Pennsylvania-only regulation to redeceury emissions from
coal-burning power plants that is more stringent thariettteral rule.

The Department of Environmental Protection Secretathleen McGintytook the
opportunity of the hearing to unveil its proposal for arl3glvania-only rule that she said
would reduce mercury emissions about 800 more pounds in 201théhtederal rule and
an additional 700 pounds by 201&eeRequlations Section of this Digdet a more
complete overview of the DEP proposal.)

DEP said its rule would reduce more mercury because itresgall mercury
reductions to meet the federal rule occur in state anddwmt allow emissions credit
trading outside Pennsylvania.

Emissions trading allows power plants to over contraury emissions at one
plant where it was most cost effective and take tfedihe extra reductions at another
plant where controls may not be as cost effectlmissions credits have been a success at
reducing air pollution associated with lead, carbon monoxideiculates, sulfur dioxide,
nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds.

Testimony from the United Mine Workers, InternationedtBerhood of Electrical
Workers and the Pennsylvania Coal Associatio&byene TriskandDoug Bidenfrom
the Electric Power Generation Association told tlen@ittee there was no real
demonstrated health or environmental benefit from go@ypihd the federal mercury
reduction rule because of the nature of the mercury proble

Trisko reminded Committee members the health threat frencury comes from
the consumption of fish, not direct inhalation of nueycin the air.

“Eighty percent of the mercury consumed comes frotwaéér fish like tuna, code
and swordfish. Canned tuna alone accounts for 30 pestehn&. mercury consumption.
Any reduction in U.S. mercury emissions will not impdet tnercury content of saltwater
fish (or tuna) consumed in this country.”

“Reducing U.S. power plant mercury emissions by 70 to 90 pescestimated to
reduce U.S. deposition of mercury by 5 to 10 percent irothiert48 states, and to reduce
the average mercury content of domestic freshwateibfysl to 2 percent. There is no
evidence that controls on U.S. power plants would rechecadumber or prevalence of
mercury-related ‘fish advisories’ in Pennsylvania or otttates,” said Trisko.

Trisko said the 30 Pennsylvania coal-fired power plartsate 40 or more years
old each generating less than 250 megawatt hours of eilgcare “at risk” for a
premature retirement if confronted with inflexible mercooytrol mandates.



http://www.pcntv.com/
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3q=489051
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=3897SubjectID=
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/Trisko.pdf
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/Biden.pdf
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Dr. Robert Waylandrom the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and ather
pointed to studies which showed virtually no difference betwthe impact of the existing
federal mercury rule and zeroing out all mercury emissfoom power plants in the U.S.

EPA noted that mercury emissions from U.S. powertplamtotal represent one
percent of all mercury emissions affecting the Unitedel3t Sources of mercury
emissions from outside the U.S. account for 97 peroantiral and other sources the
remaining two percent.

Dr. Terry Sullivanfrom the Brookhaven National Laboratory summarized th
results of three recent studies on whether thersaoalled mercury “hotspots,” areas
immediately around power plants where most mercury depositcurs.

“Our results suggest that only a few percent of the ungremitted deposits within
10 miles of the plant, larger regions of elevated mgrcancentrations were not seen, and
mercury concentrations did not match the predicted patter

“From a public health perspective, such a hot spot muattbbutable to the power
plant and it must affect water bodies large enough to supgmrpulation of subsistence
fishers (because the health threat from mercury cdrmeseating fish).”

Doug Biden said the federal mercury reduction rule noeffect will reduce
emissions by 86 percent in Pennsylvania, primarily becausgsileania coal has a higher
mercury content.

Biden noted electric generators are already sulpdbiet most stringent mercury
reduction requirement in the nation because of thedédde, to add a Pennsylvania-only
rule without the ability to buy emission credits frpmwer plants in other states adds to
the competitive disadvantage generators already hageer@ors cannot simply pass
these costs on to customers. They have to sellggb@ier in a competitive electricity
market.

A number of Committee members noted DEP’s proposedvauldd set up a
closed emission credit system that would take emissdits away from power plants
that over-controlled their emissions and give theitseéd competitors that could not
comply.

They questioned the fundamental fairness of a systatmetvards non-compliers
in-state who do not make emission reduction investmentsestricts a Pennsylvania
power plant from selling these extra credits out-ofestathey noted under this system
there is no economic incentive to do more than thremum to comply, unlike in the other
existing credit trading systems.

Jan Jarreftof PennFuture which petitioned the Environmental QualitgrBao set
a Pennsylvania-only mercury rule, addthan Willcoxof PennEnvironment both
supported a mercury rule that was more stringent trderdérequirements.

“We believe that EPA’s Clean Air Mercury Rule isdlal because the (federal)
Clean Air Act requires mercury to be regulated like thectit is,” said Jarrett. “It would
allow power plants to emit mercury pollution at high leelsmore than a decade. It
would also set up a trading system for mercury that wdldd/a power plant to buy
credits rather than cut its emissions, a systemwbdts well for sulfur dioxide, but is
inappropriate for a toxic like mercury.”

“Beyond the public health threats posed by mercury pollutdrumans through
the consumption of mercury-contaminated fish, mercurlpoh also poses a significant
threat to our natural environment,” said Willcox. “Sgeeaily, mercury contamination in



http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/EPAMercuryRule.pdf
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/Sullivan.pdf
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/Jarrett.pdf
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/Willcox.pdf
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birds has been linked to a variety of negative reproductivee(feggs produced and
reduced chick survival), behavioral (deceased likelihood of giatind exaggerated
response to fright stimulus), and neurological (bl@sons, spinal cord degeneration,
weight loss, and difficulty flying, walking and standingleets in the birds.”

For more information visit thBEP Mercury Rule webpagend seehis Digest’'s
Reqgulations Sectian

The House Environmental Resources and Energy Comnsttdaired by Rep.
Bill Adolph (R-Delaware) and Rep. Bud George (D-Cleadiiel

DCNR Answers Questions About Proposed Budget in House Apgpriations

Department of Conservation and Natural Resoutessetary
Michael DiBerardinisappeared before the House Appropriations
Committee this week to answer questions about Gov. Rendel
2006-07 budget request for his agency.

Secretary DiBerardinis noted the Bureau of State Parks
received a $2 million increase in funding and his agenesiging
hard to reduce costs without laying off staff. He saiditiendt
anticipate having to close parks to make up for any budget altertf

DCNR’s Pennsylvania Wildinitiative to expand eco-tourism
and quality recreational experiences in a 12-county area i
Northcentral Pennsylvania has been a success, increaselgbcupancy rates in 2005 by
5.7 percent.

In the coming year, DCNR should be able to offer $65 miliiocommunity
recreation, open space protection, rivers conservdteritage tourism, greenways and
trails grants. In addition, DCNR has announced an investofé®1.5 million in
Growing Greener Il bond issue dollars to upgrade State Padkisnprove State Forests.

Secretary DiBerardinis also highlighted theeeVitalizeinitiative to restore tree
cover in the five-county Philadelphia region, saying pewend public partnerships
resulted in tripling the investment made by DCNR initfiative.

With respect to deer management, Secretary DiBerahmds “Simply stated,
there are more deer than the habitat can support in afanur forests. And when we
improve the habitat, we’ll be able to carry more deer.

“To bring the deer heard into balance, we are goinged tiee help of hunters,
since hunting remains the most effective tool to comteer. Our hunting heritage must
continue, not only to protect a culture that helps defihe we are, but also because the
state desperately needs hunting as a wildlife managdowrit

Secretary DeBerardinis mentioned the ongoing projett thé Game Commission
to get census information on the deer herd to help mamabehe forests and deer
effectively. (See separate Aerial Survey article in this Digest.)

The Secretary concluded by saying—

“During my visits to our beautiful natural areas and open spaacdten reflect on
the leadership and vision of the men and women who’sisiatém and foresight built our
legacy of 117 State Parks and more than two million adr8¢ate Forests in
Pennsylvania.”

For more information, go toCNR’s 2006-07 Budget webpage



http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/airwaste/aq/regs/Mercury_Rule.htm
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=3897SubjectID=
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/DCNRBudgetTestimony.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/info/pawilds/index.aspx
http://www.treevitalize.net/
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/info/0607budget/index.aspx
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In Other News

State College Water Reuse Project Wins Award for Engineering Xtellence

The University Area Joint Authoritigeneficial Wastewater Reuse projbeis received
statewide recognition by the Diamond Awards for EngimgeExcellence Program
sponsored by the American Council of Engineering Compamiésmmsylvania.

The project was designed byerbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc.

This unigue wastewater treatment design, which is thedaeneficial Reuse
project of its kind in the Northeastern United Stabes, the top award in the water and
wastewater category.

The Diamond Award Program "recognizes the outstandingribations of
Pennsylvania engineering firms for enhancing the social embenic welfare of the
Commonwealth and its citizens." Representatives it and UAJA were presented
with the 2006 Diamond Honor Award at a banquet at the Htwedhey in Hershey,
Pennsylvania on February 2.

“We are pleased that the exceptional efforts of thosalved with this project are
being recognized,” said HRG’s president Robert Grubic. pKegefocused on the client’s
goals for their community’s well-being along with impleming state of the art
technology contributed to the overwhelming success ottmgplex innovative project.”

HRG, serving as the lead engineering and project managementiésigned
innovative water reuse system to provide additionaleveester treatment capacity to meet
the future needs of the growing Centre Region of Pennsylvdnia preventing an
increase in the discharge of warm treated wastewat®pring Creek, a High Quality
Trout fishery.

UAJA currently provides advanced treatment of wastewatBrmunicipalities and
approximately 74,000 people within the Centre Region comprisée @ommunities
surrounding the Borough of State College and the Pennsy|Sgatia University.

The rapid commercial and residential growth in the egealted in UAJA’s treated
wastewater becoming the majority of flow in Spring ®rebe largest waterway in the
region. Numerous studies concluded that Spring Creek hautedl ability to assimilate
the thermal impacts of additional discharges withosg\e@ere impact on the native trout
populations.

The Beneficial Reuse process was chosen for its p@gtivironmental impact and
the ability to use reclaimed water to create an ultra water resource from effluent
traditionally “dumped” into Spring Creek.

This project involved expanding a 6.0 million gallons per dayd)mvastewater
treatment plant to 10.4 mgd with the addition of a biolalgnutrient removal treatment
system to remove nitrogen and phosphorus. In additiorg\aanaed water treatment
system was built to recycle a portion of the treataedtewater flow prior to discharge by
producing up to 3.0 mgd of recycled potable-grade water.

UAJA'’s Beneficial Reuse project is the first of itedk in Pennsylvania, and treats
wastewater to produce high-quality water that will beduse many applications,
including process water by area manufacturers, to supphyarants, for irrigation by
local farmers and golf courses, and for groundwater rgehar

For more information, visit thBeneficial Wastewater Reuse Project PaED story



http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=2323SubjectID=SearchWord=UAJA
http://www.hrg-inc.com/
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=2323SubjectID=SearchWord=UAJA
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Call for Support to Reauthorize Federal Abandoned Mine Relamation Fund

On June 30 the fee supporting the federal Abandoned MinerRatada Fund will expire
and a coalition of environmental groups in Pennsylvania giagiwatershed groups and
others to write emails and letters of support for itsitlearization.

Last September, thHeéennsylvania Environmental Counagépresenting the over
200 member groups in th&A AML Campaign testified before the U.S. Senate Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources in support of reauthgtiereclamation fee.

Pennsylvania’s Congressional Delegation has been very sivepair
reauthorization efforts, but they need your help and@ag@ment to meet the June 30
deadline.

In addition, the Pennsylvania Senate and House passed eefgolution —-House
Resolution 384Frankel-D-Allegheny) on January 30 urging Congress to reaméh
funding for the federal Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund.

The Pennsylvania Organization for Watersheds and Riverhantlestern
Pennsylvania Watershed Program are asking watershed groups)daimers and other
interested organizations to write key members of Pennsylvabaaigressional Delegation
to support their efforts to reauthorize the reclamatiogam.

They are asking that four members be conta@edator Rick Santorum
(Attention: Ashley Horning)sSenator Arlen Spect€Attention: Tom Dower),
Congressman John Petergéttention: Jeff Vorgerger) andongressman John Murtha
(Attention: Brad Clemenson), as well as your locahber of Congress.

For a sample letter (or better yet email or fax)lptal your member of Congress
and other background information, go to BHleWR AML Reauthorization webpage
Contact youtMiember of the U.S. Houssr U.S. Senatar

West Branch Susquehanna Symposium Il Set for May 12

The secondVest Branch Susquehanna Restoration Sympowilirbe held on May 12 at
the Penn Stater Conference Center in State College.

The Symposium will feature a keynote address by Paatt@wSusquehanna River
Basin Commission and presentation by John Dawes, WWeRtekVatershed Program on
reauthorization of the federal Abandoned Mine Reclamdatiord.

Also on the agenda are presentations on AMD imgadish and aquatic
organisms, cold stream restoration, Slippery Rock Watdrsta decade of
accomplishments and lessons learned, Beech Creek Waderghe good, the bad and the
ugly, water quality — a critical link for the Susquehanna @seg, and several speakers on
passive mine water treatment systems.

Registration deadline is April 21.

For more information, download tl/mposium brochurer contact Amy Wolfe,
Trout Unlimited by sending email towvolfe @tu.orgor 570-726-3118.

Black Bass Workshop Set for May 5-6 at Lake Wallenpaupack

The Department of Conservation and Natural ResourceBiahé&nd Boat Commission
announced registration is now open for the sixth anflzek Bass WorkshgiMay 5-6, at
Lake Wallenpaupack in Wayne County.



http://energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.TestimonyHearing_ID=1498Witness_ID=4265
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=2990SubjectID=SearchWord=PEC
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HR0382.HTM
javascript:openwindowhttp://santorum.senate.gov/contactform.cfm
http://specter.senate.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactInfo.Home
http://www.house.gov/johnpeterson
http://www.house.gov/murtha/contact.shtml
http://www.pawatersheds.org/aml.asp
http://www.house.gov/writerep
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?State=PA
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/WestBranchSymposium06.pdf
http://www.holstoncrisci.com/Newsletter/docs/3/WestBranchSymposium06.pdf
mailto:awolfe@tu.org
http://www.fish.state.pa.us/Fish/images/exec/env_ser/blackbass/00blackbass_wkshop.htm
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This year, "Assessing Black Bass Resources" will focuslack fisheries habitat
management at national, state and local levels.

The workshop is designed to offer bass anglers, biofgienhservation officers,
resource managers and facility managers a chance targeideas, information, and
knowledge pertaining to the management of bass fisherieshbagat, bass angling, and
recreational facilities. Boat launches and weigh-ailifees also will be discussed.

Besides the PFBC and DCNR's Bureau of State Parks,wtinkshop co-hosts
include PPL, Pa. Bass Federation Inc., N.Y. Bass Fededatc., U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the N.Y. Department of Environmental Corsern, and the Marsh Creek
Bass Club Ltd.

In addition, discussions on black bass habitat managenshods in lakes,
impoundments and rivers in both Pennsylvania and New Yorklanaeed. Other topics to
be discussed are: "Keeping Bass Alive," "Black BasstHésdues," and "Fishing During
the Spawn."

Started in 1999 and held at a different lake site each yeaworkshop this year
will be based aPPL's Lake Wallenpaupack Environmental Learning Ceifitee
workshop is open to anyone interested in black bass cotisaerv@rganizers invite
attendees to share their knowledge and experience wéehlodss anglers, tournament
organizers, fisheries biologists, park managers, andatdtéederal agency administrators.

For registration information and other details, visit Bteck Bass Workshop
webpageor contact Denise Wenrich at Bureau of State Parks, 2B@& Mile Run Road,
Perkasie, Pa., 18944-2065; telephone 215- 453-5000; emailrich@state.pa.us

Youth Bass Anglers Conservation School July 16-20

TheYouth Bass Anglers Conservation Schd@énnsylvania’s unique learning experience
for young students with a passion for fishing and a thirstveem-water fishery
knowledge, will begin accepting registrations March 1.

Instruction will be offered Sunday through Thursday, Juh2@6on Lake Perez at
the Pennsylvania State University’s Stone Valley Remedrea. The school is
sponsored by the Department of Conservation and NatasalURces and the Fish and
Boat Commission.

The five-day/four-night program will address topics like fighieinlogy, fisheries
management, habitat improvement, boating safety, fistilg and techniques, fish and
boating law enforcement, fisheries and conservatiogeca and tournament angling. Other
conservation-related and hands-on activities also areet.

The Youth Bass Anglers Conservation School is a aatipe effort by DCNR’s
Bureau of State Parks, the PF&BC, PA Bass FederatonunS. Army Corps of
Engineers, the Pennsylvania State University and Marstk@ass Club.

Application and enrollment will begin March 1, for statkeages 14-17. Applicants
must submit a written one-page essay addressing “Whatdisheans to me;” the
importance of conservation; and why they want to atteadthool, as well as a letter of
recommendation from a teacher or close associatetahdf 20 students will be selected.

A $125 enrollment fee will be charged upon acceptance. Ssidemencouraged
to seek organizational sponsorships through sporting, comnaurgiyic groups.



http://www.pplweb.com/lake+wallenpaupack
http://www.fish.state.pa.us/Fish/images/exec/env_ser/blackbass/00blackbass_wkshop.htm
mailto:dwenrich@state.pa.us
http://www.fish.state.pa.us/Fish/promo/ybacs/000index.htm
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For enroliment applications and more details, visitfthath Bass Anglers
Conservation School webpage contact Spring Reilly at 814-625-9369, or send email to:
spreilly@state.pa.us

Nature Conservancy Receives $2.5 Million Gift to Protect PA Fasts, World Parks

LongtimeNature Conservancmember and
supporter Don Hamer recently donated $2
million to the Conservancy to protect lands
waters, and natural areas in Pennsylvania
and around the world.

The gift will provide funding for the
creation of the chapter’'s Donald Hamer
Pennsylvania Forest Conservation and
Restoration Fund, help protect habitat at
West Branch Wilderneda Pennsylvania’s

North Central Highlands, and support the
Conservancy'’s international World Parks West Branch Wilderness
program.

“This is a significant gift that will have a long-lagy effect on our ability to
protect the woods, waters and wildlife of Pennsylvania as@iviere for generations to
come,” said Bill Kunze, state director Diie Nature Conservancy in PennsylvarfiBon
is the kind of forward-thinking member who is cruciathie success of The Nature
Conservancy. His support allows us to continuously seekwag/s to restore balance
between the needs of nature and the needs of people.”

“It gives me great pleasure to support The Nature Coaseyvand help protect
land in the West Branch Wilderness,” said Mr. Hamehi§T®ift is a wonderful way to
support my interests in conservation, as well as comitsnend economic development.
Creation of the Pennsylvania Forest Conservation anebfé&sn Fund will preserve this
magnificent landscape and also offer local economic dppibies to the community.”

Home to the state’s most rugged and wild lands, Pennsylvaroath Bentral
Highlands is the most contiguously forested region betwssn York City and Chicago.

The Conservancy’s West Branch Wilderness preserve\Wlgieamsport consists of
deep forested ravines, beautiful mountain views, ancetwellent native trout streams.
Vistas on the property afford an unspoiled view thatates for approximately 50 miles
across mountains to the northwest and southeast.ddbbasidedyner View State Parla
popular hang gliding area, this wilderness is a recreafanadise.

Partnering with the Department of Conservation andifdhResources, the
Department of Environmental Protection, andltlieth Central Pennsylvania
Conservancythe Nature Conservancy is using forest restoratidnand acquisition to
protect these lands for future generations to enjoy.

Most of the forests in the region have been cut amwdrreplanted several times.
They have been further weakened by disease and invasivesspesulting in forests that
are severely fragmented and degraded.

The Conservancy is working to restore the healthegdaHorests and their historic
composition. This includes planting hybrid American chastirees, which are resistant to



http://www.fish.state.pa.us/Fish/promo/ybacs/000index.htm
mailto:spreilly@state.pa.us
http://nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/pennsylvania
http://nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/pennsylvania/preserves/art821.html
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the blight, an invasive pathogen from Asia, which reducisdsgiecies to a fraction of its
historic range. The American chestnut once coveredomsllof acres on the East Coast.

In addition to protecting the forests of Pennsylvania,gifisvill be used to
support The Nature Conservancy’s World Parks program.

In 2004, governments of 188 nations around the world agreedaimlaitious
pledge: to create a global network of parks and proteceas &y 2012. As a result, the
Nature Conservancy launched the World Parks & ProteateasAund to support these
governments and communities in creating strong, sustairedienal and national park
systems connected across the world.

By working with local communities, as well as natiogalernments in efforts to
conserve lands and waters, the Conservancy is focipisg partnerships to ensure a future
where people and nature thrive.

Born in lllinois and now a resident of Bellefonte, mwaces his family roots back
200 years to Huntington County, Pennsylvania. He earned engmeegrees from the
University of Illinois and Penn State, as well as anAMBm the University of Chicago.
Don founded his own company, State of the Art, Inc.etas State College, which
manufactures microelectronics components.

For more information, visithe Nature Conservancy — Pennsylvania webpage

Schuylkill River Trail, Development Project Receives Land Rcycling Grant

The Department of Environmental Protection announcedwhedaof a $400,000 grant to
help develop a recreational trail and brownfield along3tieuylkill River as part of the
Schuylkill and Delaware Riverfront revitalization prdjec

Partners in the project include the City of Philad@phacony Civic Association,
Tacony Business Association and the Pennsylvania Environn@@miacil as well as
Transactionable Property Solutions, George Deimer andgéddeimer Jr., and K.
Hovanian and Westrum Residential Development.

A related designation as a Brownfield Action Team fothithe Schuylkill River
and northern Delaware River sections of Philadelphia/erRGity Project will help
accelerate redevelopment deals and gives investorscinative they need to clean up
contaminated industrial sites.

The grant was awarded to the Schuylkill River Dgwaent Corp., a nonprofit
community organization that is redeveloping the Schuyiler corridor with plans to
create a 14-foot wide asphalt recreation trail alongcaoseof the east bank of the river in
the 34th Street/Grays Ferry Avenue area. The tnflipvovide recreational riverfront
access that is now lacking.

Schuylkill River Development Corp. will use the furglto conduct environmental
assessment and remediation on the land where thesilidoe located. Grading and
landscaping will be done on land adjacent to the trduich ultimately will connect to the
Schuylkill Trail and Schuylkill River Park and to Bartrarsarden on the west side of the
river, about a quarter mile downstream.

The funding comes from the U.S. Environmental Rtmte Agency's Small
Business Liability Relief and Brownfield RevitalizationtAwhich provides money to
states to pay for assessments and cleanups. Pennsylvareadiasd about $1 million
from EPA in each of the last three fiscal years.
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Visit DEP’s Land Recycling webpader more information on BAT designations.
NewsClip: State to Clean Up City Riverfront

Apply Now for Rural Volunteer Forest Firefighting Grants

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resourcesiaced this week that
$560,000 is available to help Pennsylvania’s rural communitiesrigeitird against the
threat of fires in forested, undeveloped and unprotected.area

Applications are due April 28.

Local firefighting forces in rural areas or commursitiith populations under
10,000 benefit from the grants. Last year, $508,000 worth ofgghetped 140 fire
companies across the state.

The maximum grant considered from any fire company in 2098,%00. All items
approved for purchase under the 2006 fiscal year program mpsirthased between
October 1, 2006, and November 30, 2007.

Priority will be given to those applications seekingdsiffior projects that include
the purchase of wildfire suppression equipment and protegdotieing. Grants also may
be used for mobile or portable radios, installation offdrigrants, wildfire prevention and
mitigation, wildfire fighter training, and the convensiand maintenance of federal access
vehicles received from the bureau for fire suppression use.

Grants for any project during a fiscal year cannot ex&@aokercent of the actual
expenditures of local, public and private nonprofit orgamnatin the agreement.

Grants and other forms of assistance are offered anribediygh the Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources, with funding seghply the USDA Forest
Service through the Cooperative Forestry Assistance {AL948.

Grant applications and information may be obtained ftd®WR’s Forest Fire
Protection webpager contact Charles C. Choplick at 717-787-2925, or send émail
cchoplick@state.pa.us

Expanded Aerial Survey Underway to Better Gauge Deer Populatiormpacts

The Game Commission and the Department of Consenvatid Natural Resources
announced this week they will be flying over more than 500,06 at Pennsylvania
woodlands with an infrared camera-equipped plane to getex edisp of the size of its
white-tailed deer population.

Sections of six state forest districts, seven skatime Lands, and two wildlife
management units will be surveyed in aerial flights iooimg into early spring. Results
will be compared to on-the-ground measures of deer dengiyabitat conditions to
provide a clearer picture of deer browsing impact ondhest ecosystems. The over
flights double the area covered last year.

Targeted acreage includes the PGC's doe and fawn mortatity areas, as well as
portions of the state forestland enrolled in the G&ommission's deer management
assistance program allowing hunters to kill additionat.dee

"Until we have the best consensus around the deer papuéaid habitat
destruction, we will be forever locked in a battle of few versus too many," DCNR
Secretary Michael DiBerardinis said. "We are commditteworking with the Game
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Commission and others to build a better understandingwftt both improve the health
of the deer herd and restore forest habitat."

"It is important to remember that forward-looking in@drdata represents those
deer sighted on a particular parcel, on a given dayiarg]"tsaid Pennsylvania Game
Commission Executive Director Carl G. Roe said. 'firesents the minimum number of
deer that may be present and shows grouped deer numhesettizden used to calculate
an average per square mile number for an area.

"In selecting which state game lands to include in tiegggs, the agency chose
areas with differing sizes, topography, proximity to pofdadreas and regions," Roe said.
"While the data is unable to be used to make deer managdewsibns across entire
wildlife management units, we do believe that this datieheip in demonstrating deer
dispersion at the time of the flights and provide anasberce of information to help us
understand deer and their activities."

In the 2005 survey, the highest concentrations of deer feand in the Promised
Land area of the Delaware State Forest, Pike Coungren28.69 deer were found per
square mile. The second highest whitetail concentrat&s20.29 deer per square mile in
the Denton Hill area of the Susquehannock State Fond2gtter County. Lowest
concentrations were in the Cedar Run section of Tiogie Forest, Tioga County, 9.64;
followed by the southern section of Sproul State Foie€t/inton County, 10.69.

The State forest districts, game lands, and acreageteédrin the survey include:
Moshannon, Clearfield and Centre counties; Elk, Elk andeéZan counties; Tioga, Tioga
and Bradford counties; Susquehannock, Potter and McKeanesyusproul, Clinton and
Centre counties; and Tuscorora, Juniata, Perry, Miflimtingdon, and Cumberland
counties.

Game Lands: 13, Sullivan County; 14 and 311, both in Elk CountyiBg@a
County; 75, Lycoming County; 210, Dauphin County; and 211, Dauphinnbaband
Schuylkill counties. Also, a total of 2,773,415 acres inGlaene Commission's wildlife
management units 4B and 4D, in the north central secfitre state.

For more information, visit the DCNReer Population Aerial Survey webpage

NewsClip: Gov. Rendell — State Works to Protect Hunting

State Expanding Aerial Deer Survey Program

PUC, Energy Utilities, Consumer Advocates Launch Shutoff &ucation Program

The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission this week annoutit&chew statewide
radio ads will begin running building on the successtuktbare NoWwcampaign to inform
Pennsylvanians about the availability of customer assstammgrams and changes in the
law related to utility shutoffs.

“It is not too late to ‘Prepare Now,” said Chairmareldell F. Holland. “Some
customers are receiving 60-day notices from their utiliiesgdvance of April 1
terminations. And dollars still remain in utility customassistance programs that could
help families as winter bills arrive in their mailboxesough the spring. That's why we
are enhancing the significant work already done by the Ptilifies and consumer
advocates to get the word out to consumers about higknheating costs and their
choices in preparing now. | want to thank the utilitieeoveame forward to participate, and
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the Council for Utility Choice and the PUC’s ConsurAevisory Council for their
expertise and support.”

Utilities providing voluntary contributions to the $340,000 caignpanclude:
Allegheny Power, Columbia Gas, Duquesne Light, Equitabk Mat-Ed, PECO,
Penelec, Penn Power, PG Energy, PPL and UGI.

Higher natural gas prices, production concerns caused bgdngs Katrina and
Rita, and changes in the law related to utility shis-ofeated a need to continue the
Commission’s successful “Prepare Now” campaign to edueahnsylvanians, particularly
those with low incomes on how to cope with higher @nrteating costs.

Since the Commission began its education efforts ineéGdmr, about 29 percent
of the people who entered the winter without utilitiated heating service have had their
service restored, or the property has been verified t@tent.

The Commission requested that electric and natural g sitvith more than 100
consumers without service be resurveyed as part oblts\Weather Survey process. As of
February 1, 2006, the total number of off accounts for thtlges decreased to 14,533,
or 29 percent.

The Commission voted at the December 15 Public Meetingetealantary
contributions from electric and natural gas companiea &iatewide consumer-education
campaign on the availability of Universal Service programd the changes in the law
related to Chapter 14. The PUC partnered with the paatiog utilities and the Council
for Utility Choice to produce the new radio spots.

The Council, a non-profit corporation affiliated witie Commission, directed the
ads. Input was provided by the Energy Association of Pevansig, the PUC Consumer
Advisory Council, the Community Action Associationgthelephone Association of
Pennsylvania, the Office of Consumer Advocate and priofesiseducators.

Chapter 14 was passed by the General Assembly as Seélh&#®/End signed into
law as Act 201 of 2004. It seeks to eliminate opportunitiesifstoecners capable of paying
their bills to avoid doing so, and provide utilities with theans to reduce their
uncollectible accounts.

The law changed the way regulated electric, water anjor matural gas utilities
handles cash deposits; reconnection of service; teriomnat service; payment
arrangements; and the filing of termination complaintsdsydential customers.

For more information, visit therepare Now webpage

Stay Warm PA Workshops Set in Cambria, Somerset Counties

The Department of Environmental Protection, other stgémcies and energy companies
will sponsor two morétay Warm PAwvorkshops in Cambia and Somerset counties
February 28.
The workshops will be held:
* 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. --- Second Floor Auditorium of thet@éiark Complex, 110
Franklin St., Johnstown, Cambria County.
e 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. --- Community Room of the Somersedlggh Municipal
Building, 340 W. Union St., Somerset Borough, Somerset @ount
Representatives from the Department of Public Welfdreis-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and area utilivésprovide information on
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energy assistance, weatherization programs and Istvaoa no-cost ways to conserve
energy and save money.

The Cambria County workshop is sponsored by Columbisa@@®ominion
Peoples Gas. The Somerset County workshop is sponsofaalloypbia Gas and
Allegheny Power.

For more information, visit th8tay Warm PA website

Cleaner School Buses Mean Healthier Kids, Grants Awarded

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will provide logainmunities around the
country with more thafi7 million in grant¢o reduce kids' exposure to harmful exhaust
from their school buses, including two grants to Penngydvechools.

The grants will help fund the cleanup of more than 500 ¢bdgesel emissions
from 4,000 school buses nationwide.

The grants in Pennsylvania include: the Chester Countynietiate Unit, which
will install diesel particulate filters on 33 Ford Diksgni-buses and the Great Valley
School District, which will also install particulatiétérs on 33 buses.

EPA awarded 37 grants totaling $7.5 million as part of thenCdnool Bus USA
program, which reduces children's exposure to diesel exhdugsinifiative encourages
policies and practices to eliminate unnecessary schootling, ithe installation of
effective emission control systems on newer busdgfareplacement of the oldest buses
with cleaner diesel or compressed natural gas powered.buse grant recipients are
contributing an additional $13 million in matching funds andiimd services.

For more information, visit EPA’€lean School Bus webpage

DEP Publishes Updated List of Available Emission ReductioQredits

The Department of Environmental Protection this week pudadishnotice of availability
of emission reduction credits, by company, in the st&mission Credit Registry and a
summary of recent transactiorispruary 25 PaB 995

Included in the Registry are credits for nitrogen oxiadatile organic compounds,
carbon monoxide, lead, sulfur oxides and particulate matter

Credits in the Registry can be used to satisfy nawcsoreview requirements and
to trade and sell to companies that need them or hasecass.

For more information contact DEP’s Bureau of Air Qualit17-787-4325 or go to
DEP’sEmissions Credit Reqistry background paper

High Energy Bills? Savings of up to 50 Percent Start at the Towith “Cool Roofs”

Most of the homes in Philadelphia have roofs coated hwattar or black rolled asphalt.
Sturdy material but it does nothing to cool down temperatwaag a summer heat wave.
“Cool Roof technology, in contrast, coats the roof surface aitieflective
material that can lower the temperature of a buiidimoof by up to 100 degrees. This
produces lower interior temperatures and reduces coolinglmpsfsto 50 percent.
Not only does the technology reduce energy costs, itb@sefits the environment.
Reduced energy demand means less burning of fossil fuelss @hgood thing because
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fossil fuels create the air pollution associated witiog, acid rain, and global climate
change. By reducing the amount of energy needed to codirigs| Cool Roofs help
reduce these air pollutants.

On February 24 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Rediddministrator
Donald S. Welsh saluted retailer, Target, for its ush@®fCool Roof technology on most
of the chain’s 1,397 stores in 47 states, including 20 ib&laware Valley.

“Target is to be commended for its environmental leaderssgi Donald S.
Welsh at Target’s new Bridesburg store. “Homeowners asthbsses are starting to
realize that there are economic benefits to protethi@genvironment.”

Welsh added that there are health benefits, as 4ieli.the elderly and others who
cannot afford air conditioning, the Cool Roof technologguces the temperatures inside,
which will help lower the number of people who suffem heat stroke each year.”

Target has a long history of energy conservation. litiaddo using Cool Roof
technology, Target also uses high-efficiency heatingcanting systems in all its stores,
uses low water flow plumbing fixtures, uses redesigned figtures that use three
fluorescent light tubes instead of the standard four, aelgulecycles everything from
cardboard to shopping carts.

Cool Roof coatings are white liquids — the consistefdhick paint — applied over
an existing roof structure. They can be applied overditiwaal roof to achieve energy
savings, an extended life span, and protection from weathand ultraviolet radiation.

The new surface can last 10 to 20 years, depending onggatitity and the
thickness applied. Home and building owenrs should ensat¢hd underlying roofing is
sound before a coating is applied because the coatmag istended to plug leaks or
otherwise improve the structure of a roof.

Minneapolis-based Target serves guests at 1,400 stores stds rsitionwide by
delivering today’s best retail trends at affordable pri€asget gives back more than $2
million a week to its local communities through gramtd apecial programs. Since
opening its first store in 1962, Target has partnered witpnodihorganizations, guests
and team members to help meet community need

For more information, visiEPA’s Cool Roofs webpage

Green Roof Design 101 Introductory Course April 6

The Green Roofs for Healthy Citieassociation will hold a Green Roof Design 101 course
in Pittsburgh on April 6.

This one-day course will teach participants the majoctions and components of
a green roof, identify the factors that influence castsv to use an integrated design
process in your project for maximum benefit under the RDEfEeen building standards and
much more.

For more information, downloatie workshop brochurer to register go to the
Green Room Design 101 webpage

Visit the Professional Services DirectoapdEvents Calendar
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Free Web, CD Course Available to Help Students Learn Abouhgriculture

A brand new curriculum that uses music to teach yourdreni about the importance of
Pennsylvania’s number one industry is now available throwgktate Department of
Agriculture.

The “Agriculture is a BIG Word” CD, which includes seskon plans aligned to
state academic standards and 13 easy-to-learn songswalod@rming, planting a garden
and barnyard animals is being offered by the agency for free.

Children can learn about agriculture through hands-on psdjeat teach how
grocers get their food, what types of animals are foumd farm and how to plant and
grow vegetables.

Although the target audience for the album and accompanyinguwdum is
preschool through 3rd grade, children of all ages will erjeysbngs, including the old
favorite, “B-I-N-G-0.”

For more information, go to tiiéands on Learningection of the Marketplace for
the Mind website sponsored by the Department of Agricultline curriculum, songs and
words can be downloaded for free.

To request a copy of the CD, contact Agricultural Educafioardinator Dr.
MeeCee Baker at 717-705-9512comebaker@state.pa.us

Help Wanted: Environmental Program Specialist, Summer Posions, More

The Pennsylvania Resources Council, Riverbend Environmental titatu€anter, PA
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs and the Crow’s NeseRme®f the Natural Lands Trust
are all seeking candidates to fill summer and a perntgoasition.

Pennsylvania Resources Council, liscseeking a highly motivated, energetic, outgoing,
self-starter capable of working independently for a 40 hoevpeogram specialist
position in its Pittsburgh regional office.

The position would involve the design and implementatiba commercial
recycling campaign targeting Downtown businesses.

The successful candidate must have a working knowlefigenamercial recycling
markets, laws, regulations and ordinances, excellemlgearganizational, reporting and
writing skills, be physically capable of lifting 30 pounds, wogkboth in and out-of-doors
and have own reliable transportation.

The candidate must be able to work with diverse graapgling from business
owners/managers to recycling haulers/processors to sstahktainable commercial
recycling programs for Downtown businesses.

A Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies, Business Maregeor related
program preferred, recycling/waste minimization expesemenust. Salary and benefits
package commensurate with experience. Position stariedmately.

Please submit a cover letter and resume to: David M&agional Director,
Pennsylvania Resources Council, Inc., 64 S. 14th Streeshdryh, PA 15203, or send via
email to:davem@ccicenter.org

16


http://www.marketplaceforthemind.state.pa.us/m4m/cwp/view.asp?a=3q=150328
mailto:c-mebaker@state.pa.us
http://www.prc.org/
mailto:davem@ccicenter.org

PA Environment Digest — Holston & Crisci

Riverbend Environmental Education Certhas 15 summer environmental educator,
marketing, education, habitat intern positions available.

Visit the Jobs Announcement webpatgefind out the details on summer
environmental educator, summer camp, education, marketing hitdt hbaanagement
intern positions.

Crow’s Nest Presery@Natural Lands Trustis seeking a summer intern in Land
Management and to assist with an environmental educatromer day camp for children
entering grades one through six. This is a paid positjportiag to the Preserve Manager.
Send resumes to Daniel Barringer, Preserve Manager, £Nagt Preserve, 201 Piersol
Road, Elverson, PA 19520, call 610-286-7955 or send emadlbtoringer @natlands.org

PA Federation of Sportsmen’s Clusseks candidates for office assistant, accounting/
bookkeeper, membership/fund raising coordinator.

See & Hear

Landscaping for a Healthy Planet in Your Backyard, City Block orBusiness

Still stuck inside by cold, snowy weather? Itching totstar
planning Spring projects? Here's one website you shosidifvi
you’re interested in environmental landscaping.

Audubon Pennsylvania and the Alliance for the
Chesapeake Bay have teamed up to put together a unigue
“Landscaping for a Healthy Plah&tebsite full of practical
advice on how to landscape, garden and create healthatisabit
wildlife.

Environmental Landscaping — Getting Starets you take
inventory of your surroundings, helps you develop a plan for
landscaping, choosing plants and offers tips on mainigiyour
landscape.

A picture, or in this case a video, is worth a thousand
words andhe webcast secticof the site has more than a dozen
online videos covering topics like an introduction of
environmental landscaping, water conservation, landscaping
commercial locations, creating forest buffers, landsgawith
native plants, deer management, integrated pest maragem
managing wetlands, urban landscaping, invasive plants angiene
conservation.

A Conservation Practices sectioffers tips on intelligent
landscaping to reduce water and air pollution and heakk for
visitors and neighbors.

A handyWorksheet sectioprovides checklists on
watchable wildlife, home landscape auditing, a pest managieinspection record, habitat
inventory and maintenance schedule.
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A Specialty Gardens webpapeovides guidance on how to set up handicapped

accessible gardens, developing wildlife meadows, contgarelens and roof gardens.
A Resources webpade chock full of links to a variety of other
'\'/ PA backyard wildlife, native plant and gardening webpages alatiganlist
of nurseries where you can purchase native plant rakseri
Gardeners can also find officialA Preferrechursery and
Jesme s l[andscape plant and materials providers througtPthéandscape &
Nursery Association website

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay has also put tegatiother resource on
using native plants for landscaping call&glyscapeshat provides even more information
on environmental landscaping techniques.

Bayscapes includes sample landscaping plans gardeneadagatrto their own
properties.

After your project is finished, you can register itadd=nnsylvania Environmental
Landscapahrough an online form. Registered project sponsorsed#ive a certificate of
registration and selected projects will appear on thesiveeas examples for others to
follow.

Special Event:Bayscape Workshop and Tour, Washington, D.C. May 20.

See & Hear

Building Green, An Online Video Guide to Saving Money, Engy, Water

Hear building owners, developers and users describe the
benefits of green building techniques on Ehelding

Buj_ldj_]]g R Green video websitpresented by the Governor's Green
¢ GREE'\T Government Council.

More and more business are finding out that using
green building techniques saves them money, energy,
water and results in a healthier work environment.

These online videos will take you step by step through theithgiigreen process
with actual projects where you can hear the participhetsiselves talk about its benefits.

To learn more, visit thBuilding Green websitea feature produced by the
GreenTreks Network

Opinion

Afield: Habitat Restoration On the Upswing
By Mark Nale

As many regular readers (of the Centre Daily Timeswkrndave not always been happy
with the modus operandi of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boan@ssion.

| have been frustrated with the design of the PFB(;'skith its heavy emphasis
on non-renewable stocked trout. | have not liked thecton of the organization's
"compass,” and at times | have been uncertain whasedle agency was actually
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following. While "Resource First" might have been thaotto, the agency's actions did
not always reflect that. Things had been so bad by IM&@02, that | called for the
captain, then-executive director Peter Colangelo, ignes

It was like a breath of fresh air when | learned twatDouglas Austen, a resource-
oriented leader, had been chosen to replace Colamg&émuary, 2004. | was optimistic,
but patient. Change in a bureaucracy would not happen okiernig

| am thrilled to say that a major shift of funding andus is underway at the
PFBC. Executive director Austen and 12-year veteran ggamployee Scott Carney will
be at the forefront of those changes.

"The commission is committed to investing major resainc& new habitat focus.
This will mark a change in the way in which the Fish Bodt Commission operates," said
Carney.

The Fish Passage and Habitat Management Section isreemoyed from the
Environmental Services division and elevated to a separasgodiin the Bureau of
Fisheries. The new Division of Habitat Management bellunder the direction of Carney,
a DuBois native who now lives in State College. He jmesly led the PFBC section
dealing with anadromous fish passage and dam removal, aselftmztions will be a part
of the new division. The new Habitat Management diviswwdhbe headquartered at the
PFBC's Pleasant Gap offices.

Austen has been the head of the agency for two yaashis shift will mark the
first major change since he took over in January, 2004.

"There will be a substantial investment in habitat @andncrease in fish habitat
enhancement with this new agency structure,” said Auss@nrégional biologists will be
hired, and we are in the process of developing new plahslgectives for the division.

"Our change will be a part of a national effort calleel National Fish Habitat
Initiative, whose goal is to reverse the decline of tingaéic resources of the U.S. by
harnessing the energies, expertise and existing partnexdispate and federal agencies
and conservation organizations."

Austen will chair of the core committee of the Ma&l Fish Habitat Initiative.
According to Carney, three of the six regional biostgwill be hired by May and the
agency is looking to fill the additional three positidnys2007. These biologists will
function as habitat conservation specialists and worlobsix of the PFBC's eight
regional offices. Their focus will be entirely habitastreams, lakes, wetlands, public
access and protecting land that is critical to oneeatiency's trust species. That includes
amphibians, reptiles, mussels, aquatic insects and, csesdigh.

Carney is a busy fellow during this transition period,ifoaddition to doing his old
job, he is putting together the new division. When alitmoss are filled, he expects to
have a total of 12 full-time employees and a seasadafhlad four within his division. The
Division of Habitat Management should be operationabby May or early June.

"There is actually a lot of money out there, and nodshe funds for habitat will
not come from the commission's budget," said Austen. ékample, the Blair County
Chapter of Trout Unlimited is sitting on $500,000 that thegreed as part of
environmental mitigation for a Blair County constructionject. The new division's job
will be to creatively put together packages of talent andsiamd provide direction and
guidance to get the job done."
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Carney added, "We want to maximize state dollars bymgaihiem with money
from federal programs and private conservation organizatidm®ne is doing that on a
large scale right now."

According to Carney, the agency's old concept of haiatovement centered on
physical improvements to streams and lakes, such asrgudéilectors in streams or
submerged structures for lakes. You would need an enormousibaiataff, effort and
money to accomplish much on a statewide scale.

"The Commonwealth has provided significant resources thr@ugtving Greener
to support the formation of watershed groups and completioarmus planning
documents, such as river conservation plans," Carney'3die need is to focus on
implementing on-the-ground, high quality projects that eaquatic habitat at the
ecosystem level. That is the missing link."

While Habitat Management will still do some in-strearbitest work, under the
new structure, the division will offer guidance to othéentify needed projects,
coordinate the permitting process, obtain grant-funding stigpom partnerships and
recommend firms to do studies, design projects and conthketectual work. The
division's scope will be broadened to include riparian landands and access, and all of
the species that the PFBC has guardianship over.

"I fully envision Pennsylvania becoming a national leadeisim fiabitat
initiatives," said Carney.

Mark Nale, who lives in the Bald Eagle Valley, is a biologydeaer and member of the
Pennsylvania Outdoor Writers Associati¢tte can be reached ldiarkAngler@aol.com

This article is reprinted with permission from Mr. Naled originally appeared in the
February 21, 200€entre Daily Times

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpaxs around the state.

Rewarding Recyclers, and Finding Gold in Garbage
Wayne County Includes Electronics Recycling
Counties Mull How to Spend Growing Greener Funds
Allegheny Power Chief Pushes Power Transfer
Slippery Rock, Pine Look Windward

A Greener PSU

Schuylkill Could Fuel Ethanol Expansion

$500,000 Grant Completes Pittsburgh Trails Link
Gov. Rendell — State Works to Protect Hunting

Birds of the Feather Flock to Like Groups

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr®ennsylvania.
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PA Watersheds Data System Workshop in Central PA
Watershed Cleanup Reaps Benefits for Plymouth Twp.

Students Learn to Clean Up

Big Sewickley Creek Watershed District Seeks Funds

Earth Conservancy Will Develop Former Mine Site

Reclamation Plans OKd in Allegheny, Armstrong Counties
Editorial: Great Lakes Neighbors All In Same Boat

DEP Clears Up Misinformation on On-lot Septic Systdanagement

Regulations

DEP Unveils Mercury Emission Reduction Rule in Conceptd Work Group

The Department of Environmental Protection this weeldmtieheMercury Work Group
and members of other advisory committees orotliene of its proposed ruffer reducing
mercury emissions from power plants.

(See also the article in this Digest on theuse Committee hearing on merciry

The proposed rule would go beyofadieral mercury emission limitgow in place
by requiring earlier reductions (2015 versus 2018) and that alsiemiseductions needed
to get to the federal mercury emission cap take placenngy®ania, rather than allowing
Pennsylvania power plants to buy or sell emission reductiahts from utilities in other
states as they do now under other air pollution credlirtggprograms.

Emissions trading would allow power plants to over-cdmtrercury emissions at
one plant where it was most effective and take cfedihe extra reductions at another
plant where controls may not be as cost effectlmissions credits have worked
successfully to reduce air pollution associated with leadhon monoxide, particulates,
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds.

DEP did not propose reducing the overall federal capemury emissions for
Pennsylvania established under the EPA rule and is not regjanercury-specific
mercury emission controls. Under the federal ruld,raw the DEP proposal, the
mercury emissions budget or cap would drop from 4.9 tonsdoawn to about 0.7 tons by
2015.

DEP estimates its proposed rule will mean that artiaddl 800 pounds of
mercury will be reduced annually in Pennsylvania by 2010 over deedkrule reductions
and another 700 pounds annually by 2015. These estimatesadedethe prohibition
against trading credits with utilities in other stated the decisions DEP assumes utilities
would make in adding controls to existing power plants undefettheral rule.

DEP’s proposed rule does authorize a limited formaufihg emission reduction
credits any where within Pennsylvania from utilities thmbgyond the minimum mercury
reductions to those that may not achieve the requiredtiedsic The credits would be
owned and allocated by DEP, not individual utilities, uniikéhe other air pollution
trading programs.

Under DEP’s limited credit trading program, DEP’s asss a power plant will be
in compliance with its mercury reduction regulation ihstalls certain air pollution
control technologies. If the technologies do notakky perform to meet the mercury
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reduction requirement, DEP will allocate any availab&aary emission reduction credits
from those units that over-controlled to the units thabt performing.

DEP also provided an exemption in its proposal fromsBHh mercury controls for
utilities that replace older, existing coal-fired plawith new coal gasification plants that
produce gas from coal that is then burned to generatei@tgc There would be no
exemption from Phase II.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency must approve ®&EBrcury
reduction plan and specifically the proposed “presumptioat’ & unit meets the mercury
standard if it installs certain air pollution control gquent and the exemption from the
Phase | regulation. At the meeting this week the reptatsee from EPA said he was
hearing these concepts for the first time, but wouldaisly review them closely as the
regulation is considered.

DEP said it will meet March 6 and 13 with the Air Qualiiechnical Advisory
Committee and DEP’s Citizens Advisory Council to reeeadditional comment on the
concepts they outlined. DEP is expected to have regylaioguage at the March 13
meeting.

The regulation will then be sent to the Environmentzl@y Board at the May 17
meeting for consideration with the goal of obtaining pubdionment over the summer and
publishing a final rule in time to meet the federal deadtmdnaving a mercury regulation
in place in November.

For more information visit thilercury Work Group webpage

NewsClip: DEP Announces State-Specific Mercury Reduction Plan

PUC Alternative Energy Rules - Interconnection Standards, Bfault Service

The Public Utility Commission publishedoaoposed set of interconnection standdous
customer generators under the state Alternative EnengfpkoStandards Act for public
comment. Comments are due March 28.

The PUC also published a notice saying it wagpening the comment peridar proposed
rules governing provisions for default service under therAditive Energy Portfolio
Standards Act originallgublished February 25, 20@sking for input on a specific list of
eight issues. Comments are due March 8

Pennsylvania Bulletin — February 25, 2006

Comment Deadlines: Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Regulations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Department of Environmental Protectimrblished notice of two draft guidance
documentdor public comment related to the Stormwater Manageesgram.
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Draft: DEP ID: 363-4000-003. Standards and Guidelines for Igergif Tracking, and
Resolving Violations of the Stormwater Management Abis document provides
guidance concerning the implementation and executionroplance and enforcement
activities employed by the Department for the Act 167,r8i@ater Management Program.
Comments due March 27.

Draft: DEP ID: 363-4000-004 Standards and Guidelines for Idemgifyiracking, and
Resolving Violations for Operators of Municipal Separater8t8ewer Systems (MS4s).
This document provides guidance concerning the implementatibexecution of
compliance and enforcement activities employed by the iapat for the Small
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Progranmn@&mts due March 27.

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise nokedTo: PA Environment Digest

Calendar Page

e DEP’s Annual schedule of board and advisory committee noeefor 2006

* February 27 — House Appropriations Committee budget hearing for the Drapat of
Environmental Protection. Room 140. 2:30.

* February 27— DEP Air Quality Technical Advisory Committéel-Hoc
Subcommittee on Monitoring Technical Work Groul?th Floor Conference Room,
Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

* February 28 — House Appropriations Committee budget hearing for the Drapat of
Agriculture. Room 140. 1:00.

* February 28— CANCELLED — DEP Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee
meeting has beemscheduled for March 17See March 3 & 13.

* March 1 — Senate Appropriations Committee budget hearing for tipabment of
Agriculture. Senate Majority Caucus Room. 1:15.

* March 1 —Delaware River Basin Commission meersState of the Basin Report and
other issues.

* March 2 — Senate Appropriations Committee budget hearing for tipabment of
Conservation and Natural Resources. Senate Majoaitig @ Room. 10:30.

* March 2 — CHANGE - Senate Appropriations Committee budget hearing for the
Department of Environmental Protection. Senate Maj@aycus Room. 2:45.

* March 3 — DEP Tributary Strategy Steering Committee meetingorR 105 Rachel
Carson Building. 10:00 a.m.

» March 3 — DEP Citizens Advisory Committee and Air Quality Teclahiddvisory
Committee to discuss proposed mercury regulation. LTBA.
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 March 9 —CANCELLED - DEP Solid Waste Advisory Committee meeting due to the
lack of agenda items from DEP. The next scheduled ngestiMay 11.

* March 13 —Governor’s Renewable Agricultural Energy Council magtiRoom 105
Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.

* March 13 —DEP Citizens Advisory Committee and Air Quality TechnigdVisory
Committee to discuss proposed mercury regulation. LTBA.

* March 15 —CANCELLED - DEP Radiation Protection Advisory Committee meeting
has beemescheduled for June 15

* March 16 — House Republican Policy Committee hearing on alternatieegy. Room
140 Main Capitol Building. 10:00.

» March 18-19—Fundamentals of Geology and Practicing Geology Semioars f
Professional GeologistsCamp Hill (near Harrisburg).

* March 21 — House Republican Policy Committee hearing on DEP RegylBtocess
and Economic Development. Room 140 Main Capitol. 1:00.

e April 18-19 - Chamber Environmental Conference and Trade SiQamp Hill (near
Harrisburg).

DEP Calendar of Events

Watershed Events
(courtesyPA Organizations for Watersheds & Rivers

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesyPA Center for Environmental Educaton

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

Helpful Web Links

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network Watershed Weekly

DEP Press ReleasesDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogiit/e actions tA
Environment Digest- DHess@HolstonCrisci.conor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digestis edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
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Holston & Crisci and the public. Holston & Crisci igHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Holston & €Girall 717-234-1716.

All rights reserved.

Visit the Professional Services DirectoandEvents Calendar
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